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PREFACE 


The  earliest  published  account  of  the  history  of  the  Grammar 
School  at  Clitheroe  is  the  very  brief — and  inaccurate — note 
in  Whitaker’s  History  of  Whatley.  In  more  recent  years  Mr.  W.  S. 
Weeks  has  carried  out  extensive  research  among  the  Borough  records 
and  other  sources  ; and  was  able,  in  Clitheroe  in  the  Seventeenth 
Century,  to  fill  in  a number  of  the  gaps  in  Whitaker’s  account  and 
to  correct  some  of  his  mistakes.  He  had  not  at  that  time,  however, 
access  to  the  School  records,  so  that  anything  like  a complete  story 
was  still  not  possible.  A few  years  ago  Mr.  A.  J.  D.  Eobinson  kindly 
placed  at  my  disposal  all  the  papers  concerning  the  old  foundation 
preserved  at  Chtheroe  Castle.  These,  though  incomplete,  proved  to 
contain  much  that  was  of  interest  and,  moreover,  provided  valuable 
clues  in  the  quest  for  further  information.  These  trails  have  been 
followed  up,  at  the  Public  Eecord  Office  and  elsewhere,  with  the  result 
that  it  is  now  possible  to  give  a tolerably  complete  account  of  the 
early  history  of  the  School. 

Many  of  the  documents  are  lengthy  rigmaroles,  verbose  in  the 
extreme,  and  there  is  much  repetition  and  overlapping — and  at  times 
not  a little  contradiction.  It  is  only  after  careful  collation  and  abstrac- 
tion that  anything  like  a connected  and  intelligible  story  emerges. 
In  these  circumstances  the  mere  publication  of  the  papers  themselves, 
or  even  of  suitably  chosen  excerpts,  would  hardly  serve  the  purpose 
desired.  On  the  other  hand,  the  policy  of  letting  the  documents  tell 
their  own  story  has  been  followed  as  far  as  possible. 

Most  of  the  records  preserved  are  concerned  with  the  personnel  of 
the  Governing  Body  and  the  Masters,  and  with  the  School  property. 
On  this  side  the  information  available  is  more  than  usually  complete  ; 
while  references  to  the  internal  economy  of  the  School — the  daily 
routine,  the  curriculum  and  books  used,  the  scholars,  etc. — are  sparse 
and  merely  incidental.  It  would  have  been  possible  to  supplement 
the  School  papers  in  this  direction  by  inference  from  the  facts  on 
record  with  regard  to  other  similar  schools  of  the  period.  These  are. 
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however,  available  now  in  several  excellent  general  histories  of  English 
Grammar  Schools,  and  have  been  reiterated  in  a variety  of  volumes 
relating  to  individual  schools.  There  seemed  no  excuse  for  repeating 
matter  already  widely  accessible,  and  the  present  volume  has  been 
confined  to  an  account  of  actual  developments  at  Clitheroe,  information 
published  elsewhere  being  introduced  only  where  necessary  for  the 
clearer  elucidation  of  the  position  here. 

A considerable  proportion  of  the  individual  facts  recorded  are  in 
themselves  of  minor  importance,  and  some  of  them  might  perhaps 
have  been  relegated  to  footnotes.  Taken  together,  however,  it  is 
hoped  that  they  do  help  to  present  a complete  picture  of  the  men 
involved,  their  careers  and  qualifications,  their  friendships  and  petty 
squabbles.  Footnotes  have  been  confined  almost  entirely  to  refer- 
ences. 

Realising  from  personal  experience  the  difficulties  for  subsequent 
workers  arising  from  inaccuracy,  no  pains  have  been  spared  to  ensure 
that  there  is  reliable  evidence  for  all  the  statements  made  ; and  the 
authority  relied  on  is  given  either  in  the  footnotes  or  by  reference 
to  the  serial  numbers  of  the  documents  listed  in  Appendix  III.  It 
is  probable  that  errors  have  crept  in  and  escaped  detection,  but  it  is 
hoped  that  none  of  importance  remain. 

The  book  will  naturally  be  mainly  of  interest  to  Clitheroe  people, 
who  are  perhaps  more  than  usually  proud  of  the  old  institutions  in 
their  midst.  On  the  other  hand,  the  course  of  events  here  is  no  doubt 
typical  of  the  sort  of  thing  that  was  going  on  all  over  the  country  at 
the  time.  The  story  disclosed,  at  times  with  a considerable  wealth 
of  detail,  of  the  methods  employed  in  the  diversion  of  public  funds 
to  private  pockets,  and  the  obstructions  used  by  unscrupulous  defend- 
ants to  delay  and  frustrate  their  opponents  in  the  Courts,  may 
possibly  be  of  more  than  local  interest. 

One  thing  above  all  others  that  has  lightened  the  work  of  collect- 
ing the  material,  and  rendered  the  preparation  of  the  volume  enjoy- 
able, has  been  the  uniform  courtesy  and  willing  help  I have  received 
from  all  whom  I have  approached  for  assistance.  The  extent  of  my 
indebtedness  to  Colonel  J.  W.  R.  Parker,  C.B.,  F.S.A.,  and  Mr.  W.  S. 
Weeks,  F.S.A.,  will  be  at  once  apparent  to  the  reader.  Apart  from 
placing  at  my  disposal  their  unrivalled  knowledge  of  the  history  of 
Clitlieroe  and  its  neighbourhood,  and  allowing  me  free  access  to  their 
libraries,  they  have  never  tired  of  discussing  the  subject  matter  and 
suggesting  other  possible  sources  of  information.  Without  their 
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constant  interest  and  encouragement  it  is  more  than  possible  that 
the  work  would  never  have  been  completed  during  the  past  four 
busy  years.  Mr.  J.  A.  Barnes,  M.A.,  who  has  the  second  part  in 
preparation,  has  rendered  invaluable  help  in  the  arduous  tasks  of 
transcribing  the  documents  and  searching  the  Public  Record  Office 
Calendars.  He  has  also  read  the  manuscript  and  proofs  at  all  stages 
and  made  many  valuable  suggestions.  Mr.  E.  Axon,  F.S.A.,  has 
kindly  read  the  manuscript  and,  from  his  store  of  knowledge  of  Lan- 
cashire clergy  and  schoolmasters  of  the  seventeenth  century,  supplied, 
among  other  notes,  biographical  information  on  Alex.  Emmott,  Cams 
Philipson,  Thomas  Tatham,  Henry  Motley,  Major  Moore,  Abraham 
Greene,  Roger  Kenyon,  Thomas  Cockcroft  and  Robert  Clapham. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Mr.  A.  J.  D.  Robinson  and  those  members 
of  his  staff  who  sorted  out  and  passed  on  to  me  all  the  papers  at 
Clitheroe  Castle  relating  to  the  old  foundation  ; to  Mr.  W.  H.  Sikes 
of  Almondbury  for  much  interesting  information  concerning  that 
parish  and  its  relations  with  the  School ; to  Mr.  I.  T.  Rushton  for  his 
constant  courtesy  in  guiding  me  to  such  information  as  is  available 
in  the  Clitheroe  Library  and  in  borrowing  books  from  other  libraries 
for  my  benefit ; to  Lord  Kenyon,  who  kindly  invited  me  to  attend 
at  Gredington  Hall  to  take  copies  of  several  of  the  Kenyon  manu- 
scripts ; to  Mr.  R.  M.  Robinson  of  Great  Missenden,  for  extracts  from 
the  Giggleswick  Parish  Register  ; to  Rev.  W.  S.  Helm,  M.A.,  and 
Rev.  H.  W.  Lutterworth,  M.A.,  for  allowing  access  to,  or  supplying 
information  from,  the  Clitheroe  and  Whalley  Parish  Registers  ; to 
Mr.  C.  T.  E.  Phillips,  of  Chetham’s  Library,  who  searched  the  Raines 
MSS.  for  certain  information  ; to  Mr.  J.  Hindle  Higson,  A.R.P.S., 
for  the  considerable  pains  he  took  to  secure,  under  difficulties,  the 
excellent  photograph  reproduced  on  the  frontispiece  ; to  Miss  1.  Lynne 
for  kindly  making  the  drawing  of  the  old  seal  printed  on  the  title 
page  ; and  to  all  my  friends  who  have  read  the  manuscript  and  made 
suggestions  for  its  improvement. 

Finally,  acknowledgments  are  due  to  the  Manchester  University 
Press,  whose  careful  work  has  rendered  the  task  of  proof-correcting 
somewhat  of  a sinecure. 

C.  W.  STOKES. 

Clitheroe. 

July  1934. 
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CHAPTER  I 


HE  Free  Grammar  School  of  Philip  and  Mary,  King  and  Queen 


X of  England,  in  Chtheroe  was  founded  by  Letters  Patent  dated 
29th  August  in  the  first  and  second  year  of  their  reign  (1554).  The 
investigations  of  A.  F.  Leach  and  others  have,  however,  shown  that 
the  apparent  beneficence  of  Tudor  Monarchs  with  regard  to  education 
must  be  accepted  with  reserve.  Such  foundations  have  in  a consider- 
able number  of  cases  been  shown  to  be  simply  re-foundations,  often 
on  a much  depleted  scale,  of  previously  existing  institutions,  whose 
endowments  had  been  confiscated  under  the  Chantries  Acts  of  the 
end  of  Henry  VIII’s  reign  or  the  beginning  of  that  of  Edward  VI. 
Viewed  in  the  light  of  these  researches,  the  foundation  of  a Grammar 
School  in  Clitheroe  by  Queen  Mary  in  itself  creates  more  than  a suspicion 
that  this  was  not  the  beginning  of  the  School. 

There  is,  as  a matter  of  fact,  one  piece  of  documentary  evidence  * 
that  there  was  a School  here  long  before  Queen  Mary’s  time  ; for, 
in  attesting  the  age  of  John  Tempest  in  1304,  Kobert  Buck  said 
he  remembered  the  year  because,  just  before  John’s  birth,  while  at 
school  {in  scolis)  at  Clitheroe,  he  was  so  cruelly  beaten  that  he  left 
the  school  altogether.  {Yorks  Inq. — Yorks  Arch.  Soc.,  IV,  92.) 
According  to  the  evidence  given  by  Buck  this  carries  the  existence 
of  a school  in  Clitheroe  back  to  1283.”  It  is  quite  a different  matter 
to  prove  that  this  School  had  a continued  existence  down  to  Tudor 
times.  Indeed,  in  the  absence  of  further  documentary  evidence,  this 
is  impossible.  There  is,  on  the  other  hand,  a certain  amount  of  cir- 
cumstantial evidence  supporting  the  theory  that  the  grant  by  Queen 
Mary  was  really  of  the  nature  of  a re-foundation. 

Working  for  the  moment  on  this  hypothesis,  consider  what  manner 
of  School  this  earlier  one  would  be.  In  the  first  place,  if  it  had  been 
a purely  lay  foundation  it  would  not  have  been  affected  by  tlie  Chantries 
Acts,  so  that  a re-foundation  would  hardly  have  been  needed,  at  any 
rate  in  the  form  that  it  took.  It  is  natural  then  to  inquire  into  the 
* Clitheroe  in  the  Seventeenth  Century,  page  1.14. 
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2 QUEEN  MARY’S  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL,  CLITHEROE 

possibility  of  the  existence  of  a School  in  connection  with  a Chantry 
in  the  Parish  Church  of  Clitheroe.  There  is  not  a great  deal  known 
now  on  this  subject.  All  the  information  available  is  given  in  The 
History  of  the  Church  in  Clitheroe  by  Canon  J.  E.  W.  Wallis,  who 
states  that  “ in  1473  Richard  Radcliffe  of  Winmarleigh  founded  a 
Chantry  and  endowed  it  with  lands  in  Edisford,  Asheley,  Chatburn, 
Worston  and  Clitheroe,  bringing  in  an  annual  rent  of  66s.  lOd.  In 
1535  the  Chantry  Priest  or  Cantarist  was  Thomas  Silcock  and  in  1547 
William  Sclater,  who  was  born  in  1472,  was  lame  and  had  been  hurt 
at  Flodden  Field.  In  1527  Richard  Kendall  gave  an  acre  of  land  to 

Clitheroe  Church  ‘ for  one  priest  to  sing  prayers  for  the  health  of 

his  soul.’  In  1548  and  in  1554  there  were  four  priests  at  Clitheroe 
Church.  This  number  had  decreased  to  only  one  in  1562.”  If  the 
School  had  previously  been  taught  by  one  of  these  priests,  it  is  easy 
to  understand  its  lapse  after  their  departure  and  the  consequent 
petition  from  the  inhabitants  to  the  Crown  for  a new  School.  The 
time  of  the  presentation  of  this  petition  is  not  without  its  significance. 
It  is  known  from  a document  to  be  quoted  later  * that,  prior  to  Mary’s 
accession  and  the  petition  that  resulted  in  the  grant,  there  had  previ- 
ously been  unsuccessful  petitions  to  the  Crown  in  the  reign  of  Edward 
VI.  Speaking  of  pre-Reformation  times,  Leach  says  f that  broadly 
speaking  ‘‘  wherever  there  was  a cluster  of  houses  which  could  be 

dignified  with  the  name  of  a town,  there  was  a Grammar  School  in 

the  midst  of  it.”  It  is  difficult,  in  these  circumstances,  to  imagine 
that  there  was  no  School  in  Clitheroe  then  ; and  that  immediately 
after  the  removal  of  the  Chantry  Priests  a demand  for  one  arose  strong 
enough  to  result  in  these  repeated  petitions,  first  to  Edward  VI  and 
then  to  Mary. 

It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  if  the  Charter  printed  in  Appendix 
I be  compared  with  the  Charter  { of  Giggleswick  Grammar  School, 
dated  1553,  they  will  be  found  almost  identical  in  structure  and 
wording.  Now  Giggleswick  Grammar  School  is  known  to  be  a re- 
foundation of  a School  that  was  already  in  existence  prior  to  the 
Reformation.  It  was  possibly  this  fact  that  led  Leach  to  say  § that 
the  School  at  Clitheroe  ‘‘  may  be  inferred  from  the  terms  of  the  Charter 
to  have  existed  before  the  dissolution  of  the  chantries.” 

* See  page  17. 

t The  Schools  of  Medieval  England,  page  329. 

X Leach,  Early  Yorkshire  Schools,  Vol.  II,  page  243. 

§ The  Schools  of  Medieval  England,  page  323. 
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Another  point  that  lends  colour  to  the  theory  of  the  existence  of 
an  earlier  School  connected  with  the  Parish  Church  is  the  fact  that, 
as  will  be  seen  later,* * * §  for  about  thirty  years  after  the  Charter  there 
was  no  School-house,  but  the  School  was  kept  in  the  Church  itself 
and,  moreover,  when  the  School-house  was  built  its  site  was  in  the 
churchyard. 

Finally,  reference  must  be  made  to  a statement  in  a Brief  co; 
parte  Chr.  Nowell  and  James  Aspinall,  of  the  early  seventeenth  century, 
that  ‘‘  The  same  hathe  bene  a Schoole  of  greate  worthe  and  broughte 
fort  he  many  famous  learned  men  as  Walmesley,  Shuttleworth,  Doctor 
Whittackers,  Doctor  Nowell  and  many  the  like.”  This  statement 
must  be  taken  for  what  it  is  worth,  which  is  perhaps  not  a great  deal. 
For  one  thing,  it  is  impossible  to  identify  with  certainty  the  men 
referred  to.  On  the  other  hand,  mentioning  them  in  this  way,  it  is 
probable  that  the  writer  meant  to  indicate  the  most  illustrious  men 
of  these  names.  A contemporary  reader  of  the  statement  would 
undoubtedly  take  the  Walmesley  to  refer  to  Sir  Thomas  Walmesley, 
knight,  Sergeant-at-Law,  and  afterwards  Justice  of  the  Common 
Pleas.  He  is  stated  by  Whitaker  I to  have  been  46  at  his  father’s 
death  on  16th  April,  1584,  and  to  have  died  on  26th  November,  1612. 
It  should  be  noticed  that  his  sister  Elizabeth  was  the  wife  of  the  Chr. 
Nowell  making  the  statement  under  discussion,  a fact  that  may 
perhaps  give  it  a little  more  weight.  The  Shuttleworth  meant  would 
almost  certainly  be  Sir  Richard  Shuttleworth,  knight,  of  Gawthorpe,J 
born  in  1541, § Sergeant-at-Law  in  1584  and  afterwards  Chief  Justice 
of  Chester,  who  died  in  1600.  He  was  uncle  to  Chr.  Nowell,  being 
the  eldest  son  of  Hugh  Shuttleworth  of  Gawthorpe,  who  was  married 
in  1540,  and  would  be  at  school  just  about  the  time  the  Charter  was 
granted.  By  Doctor  Whittackers  is  no  doubt  intended  the  William 
Whitaker,  D.D.,|i  born  in  1547,  died  4th  December,  1595,  who  was 
the  sixteenth  Master  of  St.  John’s  College,  Cambridge.  The  fourth 
man  named  would  be  Dr.  Alexander  Nowell,^  born  in  1506  at  Read. 
He  was  41  years  Dean  of  St.  Paul’s  and  died  on  13th  February,  1601. 
The  Wilham  'Whitaker  just  mentioned  was  his  nephew.  It  is  a matter 

* See  page  18. 

t History  of  Whatley,  4th  Edition,  Vol.  II,  page  280. 

i Whitaker,  loc.  cit.  sup.,  page  184. 

§ Harland,  Accounts  of  the  Shuttleworths. 

II  Whitaker,  loc.  cit.  sup.,  pages  558  et  seq. 

^ Whitaker,  loc.  cit.  sup.,  pages  535  et  seq. 
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of  great  doubt  whether  these  men  ever  were  at  school  at  Clitheroe. 
Walmesley  is  claimed  as  an  old  boy  by  Blackburn  Grammar  School, 
Whitaker  is  stated  to  have  attended  an  unendowed  school  at  Burnley, 
kept  by  one  Hartgrave  ; while  Dean  Nowell  himself  writes,  in  a letter 
to  Lord  Burghley,  that  he  and  his  brother  Robert  were  brought  up 
at  Middleton  School,  which  School  he  re-founded  and  endowed  wdth 
£30  a year,  together  with  exhibitions  of  £3  6s.  8d.  a year  to  thirteen 
scholars  for  six  years.  It  would  be  difficult  to  maintain  on  the  present 
slender  evidence  that  any  of  these  men  attended  school  at  Clitheroe, 
and  such  is  not  the  intention  here.  The  important  point  at  the 
moment  is  that  Nowell  and  Walmesley  must  have  been  at  school 
earlier  than  1554,  and  that  for  the  claim  ever  to  have  been  made  there 
must  have  been  a School  in  Clitheroe  at  that  stage  for  them  to  have 
attended. 

When  all  is  said,  the  evidence  for  the  existence  of  a School  at  Clitheroe 
in  the  early  part  of  the  sixteenth  century  is  not  of  the  strongest. 
Nevertheless,  all  the  information  available  now  points  in  that  direction 
and,  in  view  of  the  known  history  of  education  during  that  period,  it 
may  be  said  to  be  highly  probable  that  such  a School  did  exist. 


Before  going  any  farther  it  will  be  well,  for  the  better  understanding 
of  the  sequel,  to  give  some  account  of  the  men  named  as  first  Governors 
in  the  Charter,  and  of  the  property  granted  to  the  School.  WTiat 
became  of  the  lands  with  which  the  Chantries  in  the  Parish  Church 
were  endowed  is  not  now  known.  They  did  not  at  any  rate  form 
part  of  the  grant  to  the  School.  This  consisted  of  two  lots.  First 
there  was  a collection  of  small  parcels  of  land  in  and  around  Skipton, 
formerly  belonging  to  the  Chantry  of  St.  Nicholas  in  the  Parish  Church 
there.  According  to  the  certificate  of  Commissioners  * appointed 
by  Henry  VIII  “to  survey  all  and  singuler  chauntryes,  etc.,”  there 
were  then  three  Chantries  in  the  Parish  Church  at  Skipton  : The  Rood 
Chantry,  founded  by  Margaret  Brand,  widow,  and  Ric.  Peck,  Clerk,  the 
annual  income  of  which  was  £4  Os.  9d. ; The  Chantry  of  Our  Lady, 
founded  by  Thomas  Garth,  of  annual  income  £4  15s.  and  the  Chantry 


* llistorij  of  Skipton,  by  W.  Harbutt  Dawson,  page  151. 
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of  St.  Nicholas,  worth  £4  135.  per  annum.  \V.  Harbutt  Dawson  * 
gives  the  following  account  : “ * Before  the  dissolution  of  Bolton 
Abbey  in  1535  a certain  grammar  school  was  continually  kept  at 
Skipton,  which  was  the  foundation  of  the  Chantry  of  St.  Nicholas.’ 
So  runs  an  old  record.  At  the  time  a man  named  Stephen  Ellis,  a 
chantry  priest,  was  master  of  the  grammar  school.  Then  came  Henry 
VIII,  and  with  his  reign  the  dissolution  of  the  monasteries,  that  of 
Bolton  Abbey  amongst  the  rest.  For  many  years  the  Grammar 
School  lapsed.  In  1547  William  Ermystead  . . . bought  a house  in 
Skipton  from  the  Earl  of  Cumberland,  and  here  he  founded  the  school. 
His  deed  of  foundation  is  dated  1st  September,  1548,  but  although 
Canon  Ermystead  was  Canon  Residentiary  of  St.  Paul’s,  and  Chaplain 
to  Queen  Mary,  this  Queen  quite  forgot  to  return  to  the  school  the 
endowment  of  the  Chantry  of  St.  Nicholas  which  her  father  Henrv 
VIII  had  sequestered.”  It  is  indeed  rather  surprising,  under  these 
circumstances,  that  Queen  Mary  should  have  granted  these  endowments 
to  the  School  at  Chtheroe. 

The  remainder  of  the  grant  to  the  School  consisted  of  the  Rectory 
of  Almondbury,  including  the  tithes  and  the  Tithe  Barn  there,  and 
also  the  Patronage  of  the  Vicarage  of  Almondbury,  all  formerly  belong- 
ing to  the  College  of  Jesus  in  Rotherham.  The  story  of  this  institution 
is  told  at  length  by  Leach  in  Early  Yorkshire  Schools,  Vol.  II,  from 
which  the  following  account  is  taken.  It  was  founded  in  1483  by 
Archbishop  Rotherham,  the  Licence  in  Mortmain  being  dated  22nd 
January,  1482/3,  and  the  Statutes  1st  February  following.  There  is 
no  mention  of  the  Rectory  of  Almondbury  in  this  Licence,  but  it 
gives  the  Archbishop  power  to  appropriate  the  Church  of  Laxton, 
Notts,  and  the  Advowson,  belonging  to  the  private  lay  fee  of  the 
Archbishop.  In  the  grant  of  this  Rectory,  dated  8th  February, 
1482/3,  provision  is  made  for  the  payment  to  the  Archbishop  of  York 
of  a pension  of  3s.  a year,  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Is.  Sd.  a year, 
to  the  Archdeacon  the  same,  and  among  the  poor  of  the  parish  at  the 
Purification  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary  2s.  ; the  living  to  be  se- 
questrated by  the  Consistory  Court  of  York  in  the  event  of  non- 
payment of  these.  In  his  wall,  dated  August,  1498,  Archbishop 
Rotherham  includes  in  his  recital  of  the  endowmients  of  the  College 
“ ecclesiam  parochialem  de  Almondbury,  qui  eciam  valet  annuatim 
4s.”  In  a libel  f exhibited  by  the  Archbishop,  Dean  and  Chapter 

* Loose  Leaves  of  Craven  History,  Second  Serie.s,  page  128. 

t See  pages  144  seq. 
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of  A^ork,  in  1679,  against  the  then  farmers  of  the  Rectory  of  Almond- 
bury,  it  is  claimed  that  Archbishop  Rotherham  appropriated  the 
Rectory  to  the  College  at  Rotherham  in  or  about  1486,  reserving 
pensions  of  65.  8rL  a year  to  the  Archbishop  and  3.s.  4d.  per  annum  to 
the  Dean  and  Chapter.  In  1535  (Valor  Ecclesiasticus,  V,  44)  the 
Rectory  of  Almondbury,  worth  £20  a year,  is  included  in  the  receipts 
of  the  College  ; while  the  certificate  of  the  Commissioners  under 
Henry  VIII’s  Chantries  Act  gives,  among  the  receipts  of  the  College, 
houses  and  tenements  at  iVlmondbury  to  the  annual  value  of  108s.  lOd., 
and  also  the  following  : 

s.  d. 

William  Ramsden,  one  barne  with  the  tythe  come  of  the 

parsonage  of  Almondburye  and  Longley  . . 100  0 

Arthur  Key,  for  the  tythe  come  of  Ferneley  . . 40  0 

The  residewe  of  the  tythe  come  is  in  th’occupacion  of 

dyvers  persons  of  the  same  parysshe  . . . 10  17  2 

In  all  in  the  sayd  towne  £17  17  2 

In  the  same  document,  among  the  reprises,  are  to  be  found  entries 
of  the  payment  of  pensions  to  the  Archbishop  and  Dean  and  Chapter 
of  York,  of  the  amounts  named  above,  on  account  of  the  Parsonages 
of  Almondburye  and  Laxton. 

The  College  was  dissolved  in  1548,  the  masters  pensioned  off  and 
the  site  and  buildings  sold.  Canon  Hulbert,*  quoting  from  a little 
history  of  Almondbury  by  an  unknown  author,  says,  “ At  the  Dis- 
solution of  the  Religious  Houses,  the  Rectory  reverted  back  to  the 
Crown,  and  continued  so  till  the  1st  and  2nd  of  Philip  and  Mary, 

. . . but  the  land  was  sold  by  Sir  Edward  Warner,  knight,  Silvester 
Leigh  and  Leonard  Bates,  gentlemen.  Commissioners  appointed  by 
letters  patent  by  King  Edward  VI  for  that  purpose,  to  William 
Fenay.”  The  Advowson  and  Great  Tithes  were  granted  to  the  School 
at  Clitheroe,  as  already  stated,  with  the  exception  of  the  tithes  of 
Woodsam  and  Ferneley,  then  in  the  tenure  of  ^Arthur  Kaye. 

The  total  value  of  all  the  property  granted  in  the  Charter  is  there 
said  to  have  been  just  lately  enlarged  to  the  clear  annual  value  of 
twenty  pounds  and  twenty  pence.  Of  this,  five  pounds  is  stated,  in 
pleadings  in  the  suits  to  be  recounted  in  the  sequel,  to  have  been 
the  value  of  the  Chantry  lands — an  increase  of  7^.  on  the  value  in 

* Annals  of  Almondbury. 
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Henry  VIII’s  time — and  the  remaining  fifteen  pounds  and  twenty 
pence  that  of  the  Rectory.  It  is  possible  that,  in  order  to  arrive  at 
this  figure,  the  Ferneley  Tithes  (£2)  and  the  Woodsam  Tithes  have 
to  be  deducted  from  the  1516  figure  of  £17  175.  2d.  before  adding  the 
augmentation  referred  to  in  the  Charter.  It  is — rather  unfortunately, 
in  view  of  John  Ramsden’s  claim  to  a prescription  discussed  in  the 
next  chapter — impossible  to  be  more  definite  than  this.  The  School 
was  granted  all  revenues  arising  from  these  properties  from  the 
Michaelmas  preceding  the  date  of  the  Charter. 


For  the  management  of  the  School  and  its  possessions  the  Charter 
created  a perpetual  corporation  of  six  Governors,  naming  as  the  first 
six,  Richard  Greenacres,  Alexander  Houghton,  Giles  Parker,  Edward 
Ratclif,  Thomas  Greenacres  and  James  Aspinall.  Vacancies  on  the 
board  arising  from  the  death  or  departure  of  a Governor  from  within 
the  Town  of  Clitheroe  or  Parish  of  Whalley  were  to  be  filled  by  the 
election  of  fit  persons  resident  in  this  district.  The  Governors  were 
to  have  power  to  appoint  the  Master  and  the  Usher— though  it  is  to 
be  noted  that  all  schoolmasters  had  to  be  licensed  by  the  Bishop  of 
the  Diocese — and,  with  the  advice  of  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese,  to 
make  statutes  for  the  control  of  the  Master,  Usher  and  scholars,  and 
the  administration  of  its  revenues,  which  were  to  be  applied  solely 
for  the  support  of  the  Master  and  Usher. 

With  regard  to  the  Charter  Governors  ; Richard  Greenacres  was 
head  of  the  family  of  Greenacres  of  Worston,  at  that  time  the  most 
considerable  of  the  resident  landed  gentry  in  the  neighbourhood,  while 
Thomas  Greenacres  was  his  brother.  This  and  the  few  succeeding 
generations  of  the  family  are  so  closely  connected  with  the  history 
of  the  School  that  it  will  be  well  to  give  an  abstract  from  the  manuscript 
pedigree  compiled  by  Colonel  J.  W.  R.  Parker,  kindly  lent  for  the 
present  purpose.*  The  following  particulars  of  the  remaining  Charter 
Governors  are  based  on  those  given  by  Mr.  W.  S.  Weeks,-}-  together 
with  information  supplied  by  Colonel  Parker. 

Alexander  Houghton  was  the  second  son  of  John  Houghton  of 
Pendleton,  near  Clitheroe,  and  therefore  brother-in-law  to  Richard 

* See  jjage  9. 

t Clitheroe  in  the  Seventeenth  Century,  page  133. 
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Greenacres.  He  married  Maud  daughter  of  James  Aspinall  of  Over 
Standen.  He  succeeded  to  the  Pendleton  Hall  property  in  1538  on 
the  death,  under  suspicious  circumstances,  of  his  nephew  William 
Houghton,  of  whose  murder  he  was  accused ; and  in  1569  settled  it 
to  the  use  of  Maud  his  wife  for  life,  to  himself  and  issue,  with  remainders 
over.  His  will  is  dated  8th  May,  1577. 

Giles  Parker  was  born  in  1514,  being  the  eldest  son  of  Nicholas 
Parker  of  Horrocksford  and  a nephew  of  Edmund  Parker  of  Brows- 
holme.  He  married  Isabel  daughter  of  Henry  Colthurst  of  Edisford. 
In  1542  he  obtained  a lease  of  Horrocksford  from  John  Talbot  of  Sales- 
bury  for  60  years,  but  in  1566  he  purchased  this  property  from  John 
Talbot  son  of  the  above  John.  His  will  is  dated  23rd  January,  1571/2, 
and  was  proved  at  Chester  the  same  year.  His  heir  and  successor  was 
his  son  Nicholas,  who  had  a son  Giles  buried  at  Clitheroe  on  12th  April, 
1575.  He  had  another  son  Giles  baptized  there  on  21st  November,  1581, 
who  succeeded  him  and,  on  4th  May,  1618,  sold  Horrocksford  to  Chr. 
Anderton  of  Lostock.  This  Giles  married  Anne  daughter  of  Lawrence 
Lister  on  19th  October,  1602,  at  Thornton,  where  he  resided  for  some 
years.  His  second  wife,  whom  he  married  in  1632,  was  Anne  sister 
of  John  Briers  of  York.  His  will,  dated  21st  March,  1637/8,  was 
proved  at  York  2nd  March,  1639/40. 

Edward  Radcliffe  was  of  Todmorden  and  Great  Mearley.  He 
married,  as  his  second  wife,  Maud  daughter  of  Roger  Nowell  of  Read, 
and  died  5th  April,  1558. 

James  Aspinall  was  of  Over  Standen  and  also  had  lands  in  Great 
Mearley.  As  already  stated,  his  daughter  married  Alexander 
Houghton.  He  died  about  the  time  of  the  grant  to  the  School,  possibly 
before  the  actual  date  of  the  Charter,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest 
son  John,  who  was  buried  on  30th  August,  1582,  being  in  turn  succeeded 
by  his  eldest  son  James,  of  whom  much  will  be  heard  in  the  sequel, 
and  who  died  in  1632,  having  been  for  over  forty  years  a Governor  of 
the  School. 

As  it  is  very  important  for  the  proper  understanding  of  the  early 
history  of  the  School  to  obtain  a clear  idea  of  the  relationships  between 
the  Governors,  Masters  and  some  of  the  tenants  of  the  School  property, 
these  have  been  set  out  in  tabular  form  in  Appendix  IV,  page  205. 


Gkeenaches  of  Worston  = Isabel 
I c.  1527  I 
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There  is  considerable  conflict  of  testimony  as  to  which  of  the  first 
Governors  were  the  leading  spirits  in  obtaining  the  grant  for  the  School. 
Canon  Raines,  in  his  notes  to  Nicholas  Assheton’s  Diary,  states  that 
the  foundation  of  the  School  was  due  principally  to  the  influence  of 
Edward  Radcliffe,  but  gives  no  authority  for  the  assertion.  Mention 
has  already  been  made  of  the  Radcliffe  Chantry  in  the  Church  at 
Clitheroe  and,  in  view  of  this,  especially  if  the  Chantry  Priest  had  acted 
as  Schoolmaster,  Edward  Radcliffe  would  have  had  an  interest,  from 
family  associations,  in  the  continuance  of  the  School.  Again,  Dobson,* 
quoting  from  Canon  Raines’s  MSS.,  says  that  “ Alys  Radclyff  of 
Th’alleys  in  Cliderou,  late  wyeff  of  Thom’s  Radclyff  of  Wynm’legh, 
gave  by  will,  dated  5th  October,  1554,  to  the  Church  of  Cliderow 
X®,  and  to  the  fundament  of  the  ffre  Schole  of  Clederhow  X®.”  j 

On  the  other  hand,  Richard  Greenacres’s  grandson,  Richard,  and 
others  pleaded  in  February,  1586/7,  J that  the  suits  for  the  obtaining 
of  the  School  were  pursued  by  Richard  and  Thomas  Greenacres  at  a 
cost  to  them  of  above  200  marks.  The  Greenacres’s  influence  certainly 
seems  to  have  predominated  in  the  selection  of  the  first  Governors 
and,  especially  in  view  of  their  position  in  the  locality,  it  would  seem 
certain  that  they  took  a prominent  part  in  obtaining  the  Charter. 
Their  disinterestedness  in  the  matter  is,  however,  open  to  considerable 
doubt.  It  was,  for  instance,  alleged  about  1611  by  Chr.  Nowell  and 
James  Aspinall,  in  a Bill  of  Complaint,  that  the  ‘‘  sex  personnes 
named  to  be  governors  by  the  said  letters  pattents  beinge  all  akin  and 
allyed  and  rather  respectinge  there  owne  private  comodeties  then  the 
good  of  the  said  schole  and  the  trust  in  them  repossed  did  exacte 
severall  somes  of  money  by  waye  of  contribucon  from  d^werse  of 
th’inhabitants  of  Clitherowe  and  other  neighboures  newe  theareabouts 
to  the  value  of  threescore  pounds  or  nere  theareupon  who  did  not 
then  knowe  the  letters  patents  to  be  a free  gyfte.”  Later  in  the  course 
of  this  litigation  depositions  to  the  effect  that  Richard  Greenacres 
collected  several  sums  of  money  from  the  inhabitants  for  “ obteyninge 
of  the  grant  of  the  free  schoole  of  Clitherowe  ” were  made  by  Alex. 
Nowell,  Thomas  Hesketh  and  James  Brown.  The  bequest  of  Alice 
Radcliffe  already  referred  to  suggests  that  there  may  have  been  some 
truth  in  the  story  of  the  appeal  to  the  public  for  funds.  The  gravest 

* Rambles  by  the  Ribble. 

I The  information  in  this  paragraph  is  taken  from  Clitheroe  in  the  Seventeenth 
Century,  i)age  141. 

X See  page  17. 
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suspicion  is  indeed  cast  on  the  motives  of  the  Greenacres  ])v  their 
subsequent  misdealings,  to  be  related  in  the  following  chapters.  Ralph 
Greenacres,  brother  of  Richard  and  Thomas,  is  known  to  have  dealt 
in  Chantry  lands  ; and  they  would  undoubtedly  be  familiar  with  the 
profits  to  be  garnered  from  this  source.  It  is  by  no  means  beyond  the 
bounds  of  possibility  that  they  utilised  the  popular  demand  for  the 
re-foundation  of  the  School  for  their  own  ends,  hoping  all  the  time 
amply  to  recoup  themselves  later,  as  they  undoubtedly  did. 

The  200  marks  alone  would  almost  certainly  have  been  far  more 
than  would  be  required  for  the  actual  legal  expenses  in  connection 
with  the  presentation  of  the  petition,  but  it  is  by  no  means  improbable 
that  the  Crown  was  paid  for  the  property  given  to  the  School.  Re- 
ferring to  the  sale  of  Sedburgh  School  lands  to  Sir  Edward  Warner  in 
1549,  Leach  * says,  ‘‘  The  average  rate  was  a little  under  twenty-five 
years’  purchase,  much  the  same  rate  as  that  at  which  the  Giggleswick 
lands  sold.  Indeed  the  chantry  lands  generally  seem  to  have  fetched 
about  this  price,  and  hardly  ever  under  twenty  years’  purchase.  Very 
little  was  actually  given  away,  as  is  commonly  supposed,  of  either 
monastic  or  chantry  lands  ; and  though  some  of  Henry  Vlllth’s  dis- 
positions seem  to  have  been  imprudent,  the  statesmen  of  Edward 
YIth’s  reign  seem  to  have  insisted  on  and  to  have  obtained  a fair  price 
for  the  lands  disposed  of.  There  does  not  seem  to  be  any  foundation 
for  the  theory  that  they  were  given  away  for  an  old  song,  or  for  nothing, 
to  greedy  courtiers.”  The  expression  of  the  sale  price  as  so  many 
years’  purchase  does  not  perhaps  display  the  whole  truth  in  the  matter, 
failing,  as  it  does,  to  take  account  of  the  system  by  which  fines  were 
paid  by  tenants  for  new  leases.  As  a case  in  point,  it  was  alleged  that 
the  Rectory  of  Almondbury,  worth  £15  Is.  8d.  a year,  was  leased  by 
the  Governors  soon  after  they  acquired  possession  at  this  same  rent, 
the  lessee  pa}fing,  however,  a fine  of  £100  for  the  lease. t Such  a 
payment  would  clearly  discount  the  purchase  price  to  a considerable 
extent.  The  cases  referred  to  by  Leach  are,  of  course,  the  sales  of 
chantry  lands  to  private  individuals.  In  any  case  all  the  money 
alleged  on  both  sides  to  have  been  spent  in  obtaining  the  grant  would 
not  have  been  sufficient  to  pay  for  the  property  at  anything  like  twenty 
years’  purchase.  It  is,  however,  to  be  remembered  that  its  nature 
made  the  collection  of  the  rents  difficult ; and  it  was  possibly  i)roperty 
for  which  an  adequate  offer  had  not  yet  been  made.  At  a time  when 

* Early  Yorkshire  Schools,  Vol.  II,  page  Ixi. 

t See  page  14. 
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ready  money  was  not  easily  come  by,  the  Crown  may  have  been  wiUing 
to  let  it  go  to  the  School  for  a comparatively  small  sum.  It  is  always 
possible  that  the  grant  may  have  been  free  ; but  if  this  was  the  case 
it  is  difficult  to  see  how  the  sums  of  money  alleged  could  have  been 
spent  on  the  petitions. 


CHAPTER  II 


During  the  first  century  after  the  granting  of  the  Charter  there 
was  unfortunately  gross  mis-employment  of  School  funds  and 
much  litigation  among  the  Governors  themselves  and  between  them 
and  the  tenants  of  the  School  property.  The  causes  of  these  troubles 
are  not  far  to  seek.  The  first  Governors  named  in  the  Charter  were, 
as  has  already  been  seen,  all  interrelated.  The  management  of  the 
School  was  practically  a family  affair  in  the  hands  of  the  most  powerful 
landowners  in  the  neighbourhood  at  the  time  ; so  that  it  would  require 
no  httle  courage  to  take  action  against  them,  and  a very  strong  case 
before  they  could  be  effectively  opposed.  The  only  supervision  of  the 
Governors  provided  for  in  the  Letters  Patent  was  by  the  Bishop  of 
Chester  ; who  was  too  far  away,  and  no  doubt  much  too  busy,  to 
exercise  any  considerable  influence. 

The  state  of  affairs  at  Clitheroe  was  by  no  means  unique.  Indeed, 
the  mis-employment  of  funds  intended  for  charitable  purposes  was 
rife  all  over  the  country  at  the  time  ; so  much  so  that  in  1597,'^  and 
again  in  1601,®  Statutes  were  passed  by  Parliament  especially  to  deal 
with  these  abuses.  In  Lists  and  Indexes  X of  the  Public  Record 
Ofiice  particulars  are  given  of  something  like  a hundred  cases  dealing 
with  schools,  brought  under  these  Statutes  before  the  death  of  James  I 
{i.e.  in  less  than  thirty  years),  besides  very  many  more  in  connection 
with  other  charities.  The  lack  of  that  publicity  which  is  afforded 
nowadays  by  the  Press  and  the  frequent  absence  of  reliable  records 
were  great  hindrances  to  the  effective  control  of  the  administration  of 
the  funds  of  public  institutions.  Moreover,  in  those  days,  when 
influence  and  bribery  still  often  biassed  the  decisions  of  the  courts, 
a definite  and  right  judgment  was  not  always  given.  Cases  will  be 
related  in  which  the  result  of  long  and  costly  suits  was  merely  a com- 
promise, which  served  rather  to  encourage  the  fraudulent,  when 
strong  action  might  have  put  an  end  to  the  trouble  once  and  for  all. 
Furthermore,  the  practice  of  the  courts  was  by  no  means  settled  ; 
and  on  at  least  one  important  point  it  will  be  found  that  the  High 
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Court  of  Chancery  reversed  its  decision  after  a lapse  of  eight 
years. 

Then  again,  the  property  given  to  the  School  under  the  Letters 
Patent  was  not  easily  managed  from  Clitheroe.  Almondbury  was  too 
far  away,  in  days  when  the  only  communication  in  the  neighbourhood 
was  by  horse-back,  to  be  effectively  controlled.  The  other  School 
lands  were  scattered  around  Skipton  in  small  lots  ; and  concealment 
by  the  tenants,  often  attempted  after  the  dissolution  of  the  Chantries, 
was  rendered  only  too  easy. 

The  first  bout  of  litigation  began  in  or  about  1586,  when  Thomas 
Whitehead,  Chr.  Nowell  and  James  Aspinall  took  action  to  stop  the 
then  Governors  from  diverting  to  their  own  use,  as  they  alleged,  funds 
belonging  to  the  School.  For  an  account  of  the  greater  part  of  their 
charges  reference  must  be  made  to  assertions  by  Nowell  and  Aspinall 
twenty  or  more  years  later,  in  the  course  of  further  suits.  According 
to  these  it  would  appear  that  the  early  Governors  made  long  leases 
of  the  School  property,  reserving  only  the  old  rents,  which  were  paid 
to  the  Master  and  Usher  ; and  that  for  those  leases  they  received 
large  sums  of  money  as  fines  which  they  themselves  pocketed.  In 
particular,  soon  after  the  granting  of  the  Charter,  Thomas  Greenacres 
was  given  a lease  of  the  Rectory  of  Almondbury  for  thirty  years ; 
and  for  this  lease  he  received  £100  from  John  Ramsden  for  his  own 
use.  Later,  Richard  and  Thomas  Greenacres  and  Alexander  Houghton, 
the  other  three  Governors  named  in  the  foundation  being  dead,  elected 
in  their  places  John  Greenacres  son  of  Richard,  John  Houghton  nephew 
and  heir  of  Alexander,  and  Nicholas  Parker  ; and  these  six  then 
granted  a lease  of  all  the  School  property  in  reversion  for  eighty  years 
to  Alexander  Greenacres  youngest  brother  of  John,  on  condition  that 
he  should  assign  over  to  his  brother  John  the  former  Chantry  lands. 
Alexander  Greenacres  sold  his  lease  of  Almondbury  to  William  Kay, 
receiving  for  it  £105  ; while  John  Greenacres  in  his  lifetime,  and  after 
his  death  his  wife  Anne  and  his  brother  Alexander,  received  fines  to 
the  value  of  £20  for  leases  they  made  of  the  former  Chantry  lands  ; 
and  Brian  Parker,  brother-in-law  to  John  Greenacres,  obtaining 
possession  of  the  assignment  made  to  him,  also  received  fines  to  the 
amount  of  £20  for  leases  of  the  same  Chantry  lands. 

Chr.  Nowell  deposed  at  Mitton  in  January,  1609/10,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  proceedings  in  the  present  suit,  that  about  the  29th  Eliz. 
(1586/7)  he,  James  Aspinall  and  Thomas  Whitehead  did  exhibit  their 
Bill  of  Complaint  in  the  Duchy  Chamber  at  Westminster,  as  then 
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informers,  against  Henry  Radcliffe  * and  others  then  Governors  of 
the  School,  and  one  Alexander  Greenacres  ; and,  after  the  defendants 
had  put  in  their  Answers,  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  order  of 
William  Farrington  and  Raphe  Ashton  esquires  and,  if  they  could 
not  end  it,  then  to  the  order  of  Sir  Gilbert  Garrarde,  knight,  then 
Master  of  the  Rolls,  who  made  an  order  therein,  which  the  Governors 
would  not  obey.  So  that  the  informers  did  exhibit  their  Bill  of 
Complaint  in  the  High  Court  of  Chancery  against  the  Governors  and 
Alexander  Greenacres,  Anne  Greenacres  and  all  the  other  leasees  of 
the  School  lands  ; who,  after  process  delivered  to  all  the  defendants 
for  their  appearance  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  did,  at  Whalley,  8th 
January,  1587/8,  come  before  Sir  Thomas  Wahnesley,  knight,  then 
Sergeant,  and  submit  themselves  to  such  arbitrament  and  award  as 
Sir  Gilbert  Garrarde  and  he  should  before  the  end  of  the  ensuing  Easter 
Term  set  down  in  ^vriting.  Upon  this  submission  at  Whalley  the 
tenants  of  the  said  Chantry  lands  belonging  to  the  School  did  show 
their  leases  and  true  abstracts  thereof  were  taken  ; whereupon  the 
complainants  did  dispense  with  the  defendants  for  their  appearance  ; 
upon  which  submission  Richard  and  Alexander  Greenacres  promised 
to  show  the  lease  of  the  Rectory  made  to  Alexander  unto  Sir  Gilbert 
Garrarde  and  Sir  Thomas  Walmesley,  or  the  one  of  them,  before  the 
end  of  the  ensuing  Easter  Term,  when  they  set  down  their  order. 
Notwithstanding  this  order  they  would  not  show  the  lease  until  the 
following  Trinity  Term  and  it  was  then  pronounced  void  in  law 
by  Walmesley  and  Garrarde  ; and  an  injunction  was  granted  against 
the  Governors  and  all  the  parties  submitted  themselves  to  such  order 
and  agreement  as  Sir  Richard  Sheareburne,  knight,  and  Sir  Thomas 
Walmesley  should  then  set  down  in  \vriting. 

This  account  of  the  proceedings  was  made  over  twenty  years  after- 
wards and  by  one  of  the  plaintiffs,  but  he  claimed  to  have  all  the 
documents  at  hand  to  show  then.  Moreover  Sir  Thomas  Walmesley 
himself  was  one  of  the  Commissioners  before  whom  this  deposition 
was  taken,  so  that  the  account  is  no  doubt  fairly  reliable.  The  only 
contemporary  documents  connected  with  the  suit  that  are  now  extant 
are  a Bill  of  Complaint  ^ of  the  plaintiffs,  with  the  Answer  ^ of  the 
defendants.  The  Bill  is  in  a very  poor  state  of  preservation,  but  it 

* Grandson  of  Edward  Radcliffe,  the  Charter  Governor.  He  was  aged  57 
in  33  Eliz.  (Whitaker)  and  died  about  1602. 

t On  the  grounds  apparently  that  it  was  not  made  in  the  name  of  the 
Governors  but  of  individuals. 
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is  possible  to  give  the  gist  of  it.  It  is  dated  29th  January,  1586/7, 
and  addressed  “ To  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  Rauphe  Sadler  knight. 
Chancellor  of  the  Queen’s  Majesty  of  her  Duchy  of  Lancaster  and 
one  of  her  Majesty’s  most  honourable  Privy  Council.”  The  com- 
plainants are  Chr.  Nowell,  James  Aspinall  and  Thomas  Whitehead, 
and  they  begin  by  reciting  a translation  of  the  Charter  and  proceed 
to  allege  that  the  properties  then  granted  to  the  School  ''  are  and  have 
been  worth  yearly  three  score  pounds  or  thereabouts,”  but  that  the 
Governors,  “ being  of  kin  or  alliance  one  to  another  seeking  rather 
to  make  a gain  of  the  said  land  to  themselves  ” had,  of  the  revenues, 
only  employed  the  sum  named  in  the  Charter  (twenty  pounds  and 
twenty  pence)  for  the  wages  of  the  Master,  and  had  appropriated  to 
their  own  uses  the  residue,  to  the  sum  of  four  (?)  hundred  pounds  ; 
that  though  often  requested  by  the  plaintiffs  and  other  inhabitants  of 
Cliderowe  to  make  account  of  the  School  funds,  they  had  refused  ; 
that  they  had  always  elected  their  own  kin  to  fill  the  vacancies  that 
had  occurred  among  the  Governors  by  death  ; that  they  had  granted 
a lease  of  the  School  lands  to  Alexander  Greenacres  “ through  his 
corrupt  and  sinister  means,”  for  which  lease,  “if  it  had  been  made 
for  the  best  advantage  of  the  School  they  might  have  received  for 
certain  above  the  sum  of  four  hundred  marks  ” ; that,  though  often 
required,  they  refused  to  build  a School-house  in  which  the  School 
might  be  kept,  “ so  as  there  is  yet  no  School-house  builded  to  the  great 
hindrance  of  the  said  School  and  scholars  ” ; and  that  they  had  steadily 
refused  to  obey  several  motions  and  orders  of  Sir  Gilbert  Garrarde, 
knight.  Master  of  the  Rolls,  and  Sir  Thomas  Walmesley,  Sergeant-at- 
Law,  for  the  showing  of  the  leases  complained  of,  the  choosing  of  new 
Governors  and  the  building  of  a School-house. 

The  Answer  to  this  Bill  is  dated  6th  February,  1586/7,  “ The 
joint  and  several  answers  of  Henry  Ratcliffe  esquire,  Richard  Green- 
acres and  Alexander  Greenacres  three  of  the  defendants  to  the  bill 
of  complaint  of  Christopher  Nowell,  James  Aspinall  and  Thomas 
Whitehead  pretending  as  well  for  themselves  as  for  and  in  behalf  of 
all  the  inhabitants  in  Cliderowe  and  parish  of  Whalley  in  the  County 
of  Lancaster  to  be  complainants.”  They  plead  that  the  property  of 
the  School  is  no  part  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  so  that  the  Court 
has  no  jurisdiction,  but  if  compelled  to  answer  say  that  “ the  suit  is 
now  by  the  said  complainants  only  exhibited,  without  the  consent 
or  privity  of  the  most  substantial  inhabitants  of  the  parish  or  chapelry 
of  Cliderowe.”  They  confess  the  Letters  Patent,  but  say  that  the 
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lands  granted  to  the  School  are  not  of  the  value  of  £60,  but  only 
£20  Is.  8d.  by  year,  and  ‘‘  the  possessions  so  granted  to  such  godlie 
purpose  are  not  to  be  enhanced  but  that  the  tenants  of  the  same  may 
enjoy  the  same  lands  and  tenements  in  such  sort,  manner  and  form 
as  they  occupied  and  used  the  same  before  the  time  of  the  making  of 
the  said  grant  and  for  and  under  the  same  yearly  rents  and  services  as 
they  before  had  and  held  the  same  ” ; that  it  may  be  true  that  some 
of  the  first  Governors  named  in  the  Letters  Patent  were  allied  or  of 
kin  to  one  another,  whereby  it  is  manifest  that  the  said  complainants 
shew  themselves  to  be  very  ungrateful  persons  in  that  they  mislike 
of  the  late  Queen  Mary’s  election  choice  and  constitution  of  the  said 
first  Governors  ” ; that  the  first  Governors  were  of  the  then  most 
substantial  inhabitants  of  the  chapelry  of  Cliderowe,  ‘‘  of  which  said 
first  Governors  they  the  defendants  were  none  ” ; that  if  the  first 
Governors  did  not  perform  the  trust  in  them  reposed  ” they,  their 
successors,  are  not  in  law  or  equity  to  answer  for  the  same  ; that  “ the 
said  first  suit  for  the  obtaining  of  the  foundation  of  the  said  School  was 
pursued  and  taken  by  one  Richard  (and  Thomas)  Greenacres  gentle- 
men divers  years  together  as  well  in  the  time  of  King  Edward  the 
Sixth  as  of  Queen  Mary  and  in  the  end  the  suit  was  obtained  to  the 
very  great  charge  of  the  said  Richard  Greenacres  amounting  at  all 
times  above  200  marks  and  by  their  only  means  obtained  ” ; that  not 
long  after  the  grant  of  the  Charter  the  School  lands  were  leased  to 
one  William  Farrand  at  the  same  or  more  rent  than  had  previously 
been  paid,  for  which  lease  Thomas  Greenacres  had  not  more  than  £20, 
in  part  of  the  recompense  of  the  travaill  by  him  sustained  ” ; that 
afterwards,  before  the  election  of  Henry  Ratcliffe  and  Richard  Green- 
acres, the  Governors  leased  the  property  to  Alexander  Greenacres  for 
many  years  to  come  at  the  old  rent,  in  consideration  of  the  money 
disbursed  by  his  father,  in  respect  of  which  lease  Alexander  Greenacres 
will  be  content  to  build  a convenient  School-house  at  his  charges  as 
soon  as  he  shall  enjoy  the  lease  in  possession.  Henry  Ratcliffe  and 
Richard  Greenacres  further  say  that  they  have  employed  all  the  School 
money  they  have  received  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Master  and 
Usher  ; that  though  the  plaintiffs  cannot  require  them  to  do  so,  they 
have  always  been  willing  to  account  for  the  School  revenues,  and 
have  in  fact  done  so  before  thirty  or  so  of  the  more  substantial  in- 
habitants ; that  the  plaintiffs  cannot  claim  to  interfere  in  the  election 
of  Governors,  that  power  being  vested  by  the  Charter  in  the  hands 
of  the  Governors,  and  fit  persons  have  always  been  chosen  ; that  they 
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are  very  desirous  that  a School-house  should  be  built  with  all  con- 
venient speed,  although  from  its  foundation  the  ‘‘  School  hath  been 
kept  in  the  Church  of  Cliderowe,”  but  plead  lack  of  funds  ; and  that 
they  have  been  and  are  ready  to  perform  the  order  set  down  by  the 
right  worshipful  Sir  Gilbert  Gerrard. 

It  is  abundantly  clear  from  what  the  defendants  themselves  admit 
that  the  plaintiffs  were  in  the  main  in  the  right.  They  may  possibly 
have  exaggerated  the  amount  the  Governors  had  converted  to  their 
own  use,  and  gave  varying  estimates  of  the  value  of  the  School  property, 
but  the  chief  allegations  were  unquestionably  true.  If  further  proof 
be  needed  there  exists  among  the  School  records  a receipt  ^ for 
£3  15s.  5d.  given  by  Thomas  Greenacres  of  Worston  gent,  to  John 
Ramsden  of  Langlaye  in  payment  of  ‘‘  all  arrerages  of  Rentes  and  all 
other  matters  touchyng  or  consernyng  the  parsonage  of  Almondebury 
as  well  Reall  as  personall,”  at  the  foot  of  which  acquittance  there  is  a 
memorandum  to  the  effect  that  ‘‘  yi  the  said  Thomas  or  is  assignes 
can  at  any  tyme  hereafter  prove  that  the  said  John  Ramsden  or  is 
assygnes  or  any  other  by  his  meanes  hath  at  any  tyme  heretofore 
gathered  receyved  or  taken  or  hadd  the  rentes  of  Almondbury  or  any 
parte  or  parcell  therof  at  suche  tyme  as  Robt  Stainton  clerke  * Robt 
Nettelton  or  Willm  Farrande  or  any  of  them  were  appoynted  by  the 
said  Thomas  Greenacres  to  gether  and  receyve  the  same  that  then  the 
said  John  Ramsden  or  his  assynes  Imedyatly  upon  proof  shall  allowe 
and  paie  the  same  unto  the  said  Thomas  or  his  assynes.” 

Further,  a list  of  documents  received  in  1615  by  Bernard  Emmott, 
then  Master,  from  the  Vicar  of  Almondbury  (George  Crosland  f)  and 
delivered  to  Chr.  Nowell  and  James  Aspinall,  includes  the  following  : 

“ (a)  A true  copy  of  William  Farrand’s  lease  dated  28th  November 
I & II  Philip  & Mary  (1554),  at  the  annual  rent  of  £15.1.8  to  be  paid  to 
the  schoolmaster  for  the  time  being.  No  fine  expressed. 

(b)  An  indenture  of  Assignment  made  by  Tho  : Greenacres  to  John 
Ramsden,  dated  8th  Sept.,  5 Eliz.  (1563),  containing  a recital  of  Farrand’s 
lease  to  the  said  Tho  : Greenacres.  Fine  paid  by  John  Ramsden  to  Thomas 
Greenacres  £20. 

* For  forty  years  Vicar  of  Almondbury,  to  which  he  was  presented  by  Queen 
Elizabeth  in  1577.  Buried  at  Almondbury  13th  March,  1597/8,  aged  80  years 
(Canon  Hulbert,  Annals  of  Almondbury). 

t Succeeded  Robert  Staynton  in  1598,  presented  by  WiUiam  Kaye  ; Vicar 
till  his  death  ; buried  at  Almondbury  30th  Sept.,  1636  (Canon  Hulbert,  Annals 
of  Almondbury). 
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(c)  An  indenture  of  lease  made  by  Alexander  Greenacres  to  Frances 
Samuell  of  the  parsonage  of  Almondbiiry  dated  the  20th  Dec.,  20  Eliz. 
(1577)  for  the  term  of  21  years.  No  fine  expressed.” 

Finally,  an  abstract  of  leases  of  the  School  tenement  at  Thornton 
certified  by  Henry  Mychell,  and  endorsed  “ Shewed  before  us  att 
Whalley  the  Vllth  of  Aprill,  1613,  Tho  : Walmsley,  Henry  Southworth, 
Jo  : Haworth,”  runs  : 

“ One  Indenture  of  lease  made  the  first  day  of  Julye  in  the  first  and 
second  yeares  of  Phillipp  and  Mary  (1555)  graunted  John  Greenacres  unto 
Henry  Mychell  of  his  tenemente  in  Thorneton  which  did  comence  at  the 
feast  of  Pentecost  before  the  date  therof  and  was  to  continue  for  the 
terme  of  XXI  yeares  next  ensuyninge  the  said  feast  the  consideration 
therof  was  X^^,  howbeyt  not  expressed  in  the  lease  the  rent  therupon 
reserved  is  XVs  VHU. 

One  other  lease  by  Indenture  made  the  last  daiy  of  August  in  the 
XXI  yeare  of  the  reayne  of  our  soverayne  Lady  the  Queues  Majestic 
that  now  is  (1579),  graunted  by  Alexander  Greenacres  and  Anne  Green- 
acres late  wyfe  of  the  said  John  Greenacres  unto  the  said  Henry  Mychell 
of  the  same  tenemente  which  lease  did  comence  at  the  feast  of  St  Mychaell 
the  archangell  before  the  date  therof  and  is  to  continue  for  and  duryng 
the  terme  of  XXI  yeares  then  next  and  imediatly  following  the  con- 
sideracon  therof  was  XIIII^^  which  was  paid  in  manner  followinge  vidz. 
unto  the  hands  of  Robt  Walbanke  Master  of  Art  and  also  IX^^  more 
residue  of  the  said  some  of  XIHI^^  was  paid  unto  the  hands  of  the  said 
Alexander  Grenacres  and  Anne  Grenacres  the  rent  therupon  reserved  is 
XV®  VIIU  as  by  the  said  leases  amonge  other  things  may  appeare  all 
which  matters  I must  nedes  depose  whensoever  I shall  be  therunto  com- 
pelled by  order  of  Law.  And  though  the  said  consideracon  of  XHIP^ 
bee  not  menconed  within  the  graunt  yett  I trust  (yf  nede  requyre)  I shalbe 
able  to  prove  payment  of  the  summe  in  manner  aforesaid 

by  mee  Henry  Mychell  M marke.” 

The  annual  income  of  £20  Is.  Sd.  seems  to  have  been  paid  through- 
out to  the  Master  and  Usher — if  there  was  an  Usher  at  this  stage.  Of 
this  there  is  no  dispute.  It  is  however  perfectly  clear  that  this  rent 
did  not  represent  the  full  value  of  the  property,  which  was  further 
covered  by  considerable  fines  paid  by  the  tenants  on  the  granting  of 
new  leases.  The  Governors  seem  to  have  taken  the  line  that,  pro- 
vided they  reserved  the  stipulated  income  to  the  Master  and  Usher, 
they  were  at  liberty  to  make  anything  further  they  could  for  them- 
selves. They  had  apparently  sacrificed  the  School  interest  in  any 
enhancement  of  the  value  of  the  property  for  something  like  a hundred 
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years,  and  it  is  quite  possible  that  in  time  the  School  would  have 
lost  all  control,  save  for  a fixed  rent  charge  of  £20  Is.  Sd.  ; and  that 
even  this  might  have  disappeared  in  the  course  of  the  centuries  through 
inability  to  prove  a title  in  respect  of  specific  lands — as  has  no  doubt 
happened  in  the  case  of  many  a charity  founded  in  bygone  times. 

There  is  no  copy  of  the  final  order  made  in  this  action  but  from 
pleadings  and  depositions  made  in  subsequent  litigation  it  appears 
that  on  30th  December,  31  Eliz.  (1588),  were  drawn  up  certain  Articles 
of  Agreement  * made  betwixt  the  Governors  and  the  inhabitants  of 
Clitherowe  by  the  mediation  of  Sir  Richard  Sherburne  and  Sir  Thomas 
Walmesley.^®  By  these  Alexander  Greenacres’s  lease  of  the  Rectory 
of  Almondbury  for  eighty  years,  an  assignment  of  which  had  been 
made  to  William  Kaye,  was  declared  void  and  a new  lease  for  forty 
years  was  made  to  William  Kaye,^®  the  rent  being  increased  by  five 
pounds  to  £20  Is.  8d.,  making  the  total  income  from  the  School 
property  £25  Is.  Sd.  : while  Chr.  Nowell,  James  Aspinall  and  Thomas 
Whitehead  were  elected  Governors  in  the  places  of  three  who  had 
died.^^  Other  orders  made  in  the  course  of  this  litigation  were  : 

(i)  Alexander  Greenacres  was  compelled  to  build  at  his  own  cost 
the  first  School-house,^^  which  according  to  a deposition  by  Nicholas 
Aspinall  and  Thomas  Clarke  was  built  in  or  about  1588  at  a cost  to 
him  of  threescore  pounds. 

(ii)  No  lease  of  the  School  property  was  thereafter  to  be  made 
except  by  a majority  of  the  Governors,  nor  for  a longer  period  than 
twenty-one  years. 

(iii)  The  election  of  Governors  akin  to  those  in  being  was  for- 
bidden.^^ 

The  importance  of  these  results  cannot  be  over-estimated.  The 
School  was  now  established  in  a building  of  its  own — a valuable 
recompense  for  the  funds  that  appear  to  have  been  diverted  from  its 
use  ; and  the  management  was,  for  the  time  being  at  any  rate,  taken 
from  the  complete  control  of  the  clique  in  whose  hands  it  had  so  far 
rested.  Scarcely  less  important  was  the  curtailment  of  Kay’s  long 
lease  and  the  increase  of  his  rent.  There  was  subsequently  enough 
trouble  over  the  lease  for  forty  years  which  took  its  place  and,  in 
the  eighty  years  of  the  original  term,  the  School  revenue  might  in 
those  days  have  suffered  serious  depletion. 


* See  page  42. 


QUEEN  MARY’S  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL,  CLITHEROE  21 

The  Board  of  Governors  now,  about  1589,  consisted  of  Richard 
Greenacres,  Henry  Ratclilfe,  Thomas  AVhitehead,  Christopher  Nowell, 
James  Aspinall  and  one  other.  Possibly  the  sixth  was  the  man  whose 
burial  is  recorded  in  the  Parish  Register  : ‘‘  Ric  M’’ylson  of  Clyth 
Schole  gubernator  sepult  ’ 1st  November,  1591.”  Whitehead  died 
in  1595,  the  note  of  his  burial  in  the  Register  being  Thom  White- 
heade  of  Standen  one  of  the  governors  of  the  schole  sepult’  25th 
Auguste  1595.”  William  Dugdall  of  Clitherowe,  gent.”  occurs  first 
as  a Governor  in  a lease  ® dated  6th  July,  39  Eliz.  (1597),  but  whether 
he  succeeded  Whitehead  or  joined  the  Board  before  his  death  is  not 
clear,  in  fact  the  identity  of  the  sixth  Governor  during  these  few  years 
until  Robert  Walbank’s  appointment  in  March,  1600,  is  unknown. 
Whoever  he  may  have  been  he  cannot  have  taken  a very  active  part 
in  the  management  of  the  School. 

During  these  ten  years  (1589-1599)  the  Governors  were  actively 
pursuing  certain  of  the  tenants  who  were  withholding  School  rents. 
It  was  during  this  period  that  the  actions  against  the  Hammertons 
of  Hellifield  Peel  commenced.  They  dragged  on  intermittently  for 
over  fifty  years,  being  not  finally  settled  till  1647.  A full  account  of 
these  earliest  proceedings  against  John  Hammerton,  given  by  James 
Aspinall  in  his  deposition  at  Mitton  in  1609/10,  contains  some  enter- 
taining details.  He  said  that  there  was  a suit  commenced  by  the 
Governors  in  the  High  Court  of  Chancery  against  John  Hammerton 
of  Hellifield  Peel  in  Craven  Co  York  Esquire  for  a bovate  of  land 
commonly  called  Gasegill  oxgange  * lying  in  Hellifield  late  in  the 
occupation  of  one  Thomblinson  of  the  yearly  rent  of  six  shillings  ; 
and  for  a parcel  of  land  l}dng  in  Hellifield  Peel  in  a close  there  called 
the  crofte  in  the  occupation  of  John  Hammerton  of  the  yearly  rent  of 
\2d.  ; which  said  bovate  and  parcel  of  land  were  late  parcel  of  the 
Chantry  of  St.  Nicholas  in  Skipton  and  now  belonging  to  the  SchooL 
And  for  that  the  most  material  witnesses  to  prove  the  said  lands  did 
most  of  them  dwell  in  Hellifield  or  thereabouts,  and  some  of  them 
tenants  of  John  Hammerton,  were  by  him  greatly  stayed  ; and  one 
Katherine  Hammerton  j of  Worston  widow  who  had  formerly  dwelt 

* A measure  of  land  varying  according  to  the  nature  of  the  land.  The 
Dialect  of  Craven  notes  that  an  oxgang  contains  10  acres  in  some  places,  in 
others  16,  18,  24  ; and  50  in  some  parts  of  Bradford  parish  {The  English  Dialect 
Dictionary,  ed.  J.  Wright).  ‘ Bovate  ’ is  clearly  used  in  the  present  document 
as  synonymous  with  oxgang. 

t See  page  9. 
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at  Hellifield  Peel  and  known  and  occupied  the  parcell  of  land  lying 
within  the  close  called  the  Croft,  being  brought  as  a deponent  to  the 
said  lands  and  in  hope  by  reason  of  her  former  knowledge  to  have  set 
out  the  same  upon  sight  thereof,  did  then  confess  that  the  same  was 
then  out  of  her  knowledge,  for  that  the  same  was  altered  by  ploughing 
otherwise  than  formerly  it  had  been  and  most  part  of  the  meares  * 
thereof  removed  and  gone  or  taken  away  : so  that  the  Governors  were 
forced  to  procure  several  commissions  as  well  to  prove  what  lands  did 
belong  to  the  said  bovate  and  how  many  acres  a bovate  did  contain, 
as  also  what  quantity  the  said  parcel  of  land  was  : and  after  the  same 
cause  came  to  hearing  in  court,  Hammerton,  by  his  solicitor  (as  Thomas 
Whiteheade  who  did  solicit  for  the  Governors  did  declare  to  this 
deponent),  did  shew  an  estate  of  the  whole  manor  of  Hellifield  in  hope 
thereby,  as  it  did  then  appear,  to  bar  the  School  for  having  any  land 
or  rent  there  ; which  cause  being  heard  at  large  and  the  estate  seen 
and  perused  over  by  Sir  Thomas  Hesketh,  being  a counsel  with  the 
Governors,  was  by  him  perceived  to  be  rased  in  the  rent  of  Tomblinson 
tenement ; and  my  Lord  Chancellor  that  now  is,  then  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  seeing  the  same  estate,  did  then  perceive  the  same  not  only 
to  be  rased  but  also  written  with  a contrary  ink,  and  thereupon  did 
cause  his  man  to  cast  over  the  particulars  of  all  the  rents  contained  in 
the  estate  to  the  end  to  try  whether  the  total  sum  and  the  particulars 
did  agree  ; which  being  cast  over  it  did  then  appear  that  the  particulars 
did  exceed  the  total  6s.  or  thereabouts,  being  the  rent  due  for  the 
bovate  of  land  ; whereupon  the  estate,  by  the  appointment  of  the 
then  Master  of  the  Rolls,  was  boxed  up  as  a forged  evidence  to  remain 
in  the  Chancery  for  the  use  of  the  School : and  after  the  cause  was 
fully  heard  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  upon  due  consideration  did  in 
Michaelmas  Term  1594  grant  a decree  of  19 J acres  of  land  for  the  use 
of  the  School,  to  be  measured  and  laid  out  within  the  demesnes  of 
John  Hammerton  in  Hellifield  ; after  which  decree  Thomas  Whitehead 
being  deceased,  who  in  his  lifetime  for  the  most  part  by  consent  of 
the  other  Governors  or  the  greater  number  of  them  did  solicit  the 
cause,  after  whose  death  Richard  Greenacres  and  Gyles  Parker  of 
Newby e f did  solicit  the  same  suit,  who  did  procure  a commission  unto 
the  Sheriff  of  Yorkshire  for  the  measuring  of  the  land  according  to  the 
said  decree  ; by  virtue  of  which  commission  the  then  Sheriff  did  repair 

* Boundary  marks. 

t Son  of  Tlio.  Parker,  a younger  son  of  Edmund  Parker  of  Browsholme 
(Colonel  J.  W.  R.  Parker). 
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to  Hellifield  Peele  into  the  demesne  lands  of  John  Haminerton  where, 
in  a close  near  unto  the  said  Peele,  the  Sheriff  did  appoint  19 J acres 
of  land  to  be  measured  ; and  after  the  same  was  measured  did  then 
cause  certain  earth  to  be  cast  up  in  several  places  and  so  did  meare 
and  lay  out  the  same  from  the  other  land  lying  within  the  same  close 
and,  that  done,  did  put  Henrie  RatclilTe,  Richard  Greenacres,  this 
deponent  and  William  Dugdall  Governors  in  possession  thereof.  But 
afterwards  the  Governors  repairing  again  to  the  said  lands  with  work- 
men to  the  end  to  sever  the  same  lands  with  a ditch  from  the  other 
lands  lying  within  the  close  where,  after  the  Governors  and  their  work- 
men were  in  possession  and  continuing  in  work,  Hammerton,  per- 
ceiving that  there  was  not  any  way  laid  out  or  appointed  for  the  occu- 
pation of  the  land,  did  cause  the  ways  to  be  ditched  up,  so  that  the 
Governors  and  workmen  could  hardly  pass  out  of  the  same  without 
danger  of  their  bodies  by  reason  of  such  force  as  Hammerton  had 
provided  for  that  purpose  ; and  the  next  day  following,  this  deponent 
and  the  workmen  meaning  to  have  entered  into  the  land  to  continue 
their  work,  were  then  by  the  means  of  Hammerton  with  great  force 
stayed  from  the  possession  of  the  lands  : the  want  of  which  way  did 
greatly  move  Hammerton  to  bar  the  Governors  from  the  possession 
of  the  lands  to  the  great  loss  and  hindrance  of  the  School,  considering 
how  much  money  had  been  spent  from  time  to  time  out  of  the  revenues 
thereof  touching  the  suit,  and  especially  for  the  commission  unto  the 
Sheriff  of  Yorkshire  about  the  obtaining  whereof  Richard  Greenacres, 
Giles  Parker  of  Newby  did  spend  £16  8s.,  as  may  appear  by  their 
accounts,  and  yet  either  of  negligence  or  of  purpose  did  omit  the  said 
way.  After  which  indirect  proceeding  and  all  or  most  part  of  the 
revenues  of  the  School  being  then  spent,  there  was  some  speeches  that 
the  matter  might  be  ordered  and  agreed  between  the  parties  which 
afterwards  upon  diverse  motions  upon  submission  came  to  the  setting 
down  of  the  agreement ; the  which  when  this  deponent  did  understand 
was  to  his  great  dislike  that  he  had  consented  to  the  same  agreement, 
a copy  of  which  submission  and  agreement  is  certified  into  the  High 
Court  of  Chancery.  And  whereas  there  was  some  £20  as  a fine  to  be 
paid  by  Hammerton  to  Giles  Parker  of  Newbye,  which  he  was  to  have 
in  respect  of  his  pains  by  the  consent  of  the  Governors,  the  same  is 
not  mentioned  in  the  submission.” 

The  Articles  of  Agreement  with  Hammerton  were  included  in  the 
certificate  of  the  Commission  at  Mitton  which  is  on  record.  As 
they  formed  part  of  the  matter  in  dispute  in  the  litigation  from  1609 
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onwards — especially  in  relation  to  the  alleged  payment  to  Giles  Parker 
of  Newby — it  will  be  as  well  to  give  the  gist  of  them.  They  were  dated 
2nd  May,  1599,  and  made  by  the  arbitrament  of  Raphe  Ashton  of 
Lever  Esquire,  Giles  Parker  and  George  Hodgkinson,  between  Henry 
Ratcliffe,  Richard  Greenacres,  Christopher  Nowell,  James  Aspinall 
and  William  Dugdall  Governors  of  the  School  of  Clitherowe  of  the 
one  part,  and  John  Hammerton  of  the  other  part.  By  the  terms  of 
the  agreement  the  decree  of  the  High  Court  of  Chancery  already  set 
down  in  the  cause  was  declared  void,  on  condition  that  John  Hammer- 
ton  should  convey  to  the  Governors,  in  place  of  the  19 J acres,  15  acres 
of  lands  specified  ; further  that,  in  consideration  of  3s.  increase  of 
yearly  rent  and  of  John  Hammerton’ s costs  for  the  conveyance,  he 
should  have  a lease  of  these  15  acres  for  the  term  of  51  years. 


Another  matter  that  was  occupying  the  attention  of  the  Governors 
during  the  period  now  under  consideration,  and  to  which  there  was 
considerable  reference  later,  was  that  of  a prescription  claimed  by 
John  Ramsden  and  his  successors  in  respect  of  certain  of  the  tithes 
of  Almondbury  ; he  paying  only  a modus  of  about  43s.  per  annum  in 
lieu  of  tithes  in  kind.  That  there  was  early  some  dispute  with  John 
Ramsden  is  clear  from  the  memorandum  ^ quoted  on  page  18.  Then, 
in  the  list  of  documents  referred  to  on  that  page,  there  is  the 
following  : 

“ A copy  of  an  order  of  Agrement  made  by  certayne  arbitrators  whereof 
Robert  Kay  of  Woodsam  Esq  was  one,  as  followeth  : 

xiii^h  August  1590 

ffirst  it  is  agreed  that  whereas  suites  & controversies  are  now  dependinge 
in  the  highe  Court  of  Chancery  ffor  the  demands  of  tythes  & other  things 
within  the  towne-shipp  of  Almondbury  : It  is  ordered  by  us  the  arbitrators 
afforesaid  that  the  said  John  Ramsden  shall  consent  and  pay  unto  the 
said  William  Kay  the  sum  of  xv^^  of  lawfull  englishe  money  in  respect 
of  his  charges.  It  is  lykewise  ordered  & agreed  that  in  consideracon  of 
the  aforesaid  some,  the  said  Willm  Kay  shall  p)mitt  and  suffer  the  said 
John  Ramsden  quietlie  and  wthout  molestacon  or  trouble  of  the  said 
Willm  Kay  or  his  assignes,  to  receyve  and  gather  the  tythes  of  all  such 
grounds  as  are  now  in  controversie  betwext  the  said  Willm  Kay,  or  Gover- 
nors of  the  Schole  of  Clitherow,  & the  said  John  Ramsden  for  ever.  It 
is  further  agreed  that  the  said  Willm  Kay  shall  make  such  further  assurance 
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for  the  confirmacon  of  the  said  ciistomes  of  the  said  tithes  as  shali)e  devised 
by  the  Counsell  learned  of  the  said  John  Ramsden  & by  the  consent  of 
the  above  named  arbitrators.” 

George  Crosland  deposed*^®  at  Long  Preston  on  21st  January, 
1614/5,  that  some  of  the  parsonage  of  Almondbury  had  been  let  by 
King  Edward  the  Sixth  and  that  he,  the  deponent,  was  farmer  of 
the  other  part ; that  he  had  heard  from  Wm.  Ramsden  Esquire,  late 
son  of  John  Ramsden,  that  the  said  John  had  a lease  assigned  to  him 
of  the  Rectory  of  Almondbury  from  one  Greenacres  for  20  years  and 
above,  which  was  determined  30  or  31  Eliz.  (about  1589)  ; and  that 
at  that  time  John  Ramsden  enjoyed  certain  lands  called  Woodsam, 
The  Okes  and  Newsom,  which  lands  Wm.  Ramsden  now  claimed  to 
be  tithe  free,  paying  about  43s.  yearly,  which  tithes  were  worth  £10 
a year  if  received  in  kind  : further  that  he  heard  that  there  was  suit 
20  years  since  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  betwixt  Mr.  Kay,  farmer  of 
the  Rectory  of  Almondbury,  and  John  Ramsden  for  tithes  of  Woodsam, 
Okes  and  Newsom,  in  which  suit  they  proceeded  to  Bill,  Answer, 
Replication  and  Rejoinder  and  certain  Interrogatories  which,  together 
with  the  counterpart  of  the  assignment  of  the  lease  made  to  John 
Ramsden,  he  was  ready  to  deliver  as  the  Court  should  award. 

Some  light  is  thrown  on  the  matter  by  a statement  of  the 
revenues  belonging  to  the  School  contained  in  Bishop  Bridgman’s 
Ledger  Book,  based  * apparently  on  information  supplied  by  William 
Nowell  7 about  1634.  The  relevant  part  reads  : 

“ Secondly  to  this  School  belongs  the  Patronage  of  the  Vicarage  of 
Almondbury  worth  per  annum  £80. 

Thirdly  the  Rectory  or  Parsonage  in  propriat  of  Almondbury,  worth 
per  ann.  above  £100,  but  Sr  John  Ramsden  prescribeth  & takes  a great 
part  thereof  (worth  £30  per  ann.)  for  40/-  rent.  But  this  prescription 
is  naught  for 

(1)  This  Rectory  belonged  to  the  College  of  Jesus  of  Rotherham  near 
Halifax  and  Sir  John  Ramsden’s  Grandfather  was  farmer  to  that  College 
for  the  whole  Rectory  of  Almondbury  and  paid  one  entire  payment  for 
it  of  £20  per  ann.  Mr  Nowell  hath  a copy  of  the  record  thereof  in  King 
Henry  Vlllth’s  time. 

* See  page  86. 

t Eldest  son  of  Chr.  Nowell ; baptized  at  Clitheroe  18th  Sept.,  1580  ; married 
Anne,  daughter  and  co-heiress  of  Alan  Carr  of  Capelside  ; Elected  Governor  of 
Giggleswick  Grammar  School  21st  Oct.,  1624 ; Elected  M.P.  for  Clitheroe 
March,  1627/8. 
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(2)  The  lands  for  which  Sir  John  prescribeth  were  some  of  them 
Copyhold  lands  and  holden  of  the  king  (which  Sir  John’s  father  purchased), 
others  were  bought  by  his  father  of  one  Brooks,  the  third  were  by  his 
own  ancient  inheritance  by  marriage.  These  parcels  are  called  Newsom, 
Okes  and  Woodsam  besides  his  own  inheritance,  yet  now  all  the  tenants 
pay  him  in  kind. 

(3)  Since  the  Foundation  of  the  School  his  Grandfather  took  another 
lease  of  the  whole  from  the  first  Governors  of  the  School — see  the  copy 
of  that  lease. 

(4)  Sr  Humfrey  Davenport  and  Sr  Thomas  Ireland  have  set  under 
their  hand  (before  Mr  Nowell)  that  the  prescription  is  not  good. 

(5)  Since  the  lease  let  by  the  School  to  Ramsden  they  let  another 
lease  to  one  William  Kay  of  this  Rectory,  who  sued  Ramsden  in  Chancery 
of  England  for  tithes  in  kind  and  proceeded  till  it  came  to  commission 
and  then  Sr  John  or  his  father  gave  Kay  £5  for  composition. 

(6)  The  Queen  Mary’s  patent  gives  them  all  the  tithes  so.” 

William  Nowell’s  statement  of  the  value  of  the  Rectory  in  Henry 
VIII’s  time  appears  to  be  correct,  in  view  of  the  data  given  in  the 
previous  chapter. 

All  things  considered  it  seems  not  unlikely  that  the  prescription 
claimed  by  John  Ramsden  in  respect  of  his  own  property  did  originate 
during  his  tenure  of  the  Rectory  under  the  lease  from  Thomas  Green- 
acres. He  certainly  would  then  have  a golden  opportunity  to  invent 
such  a prescription  if  that  way  inclined.  It  must,  however,  be  re- 
membered that  there  is  no  statement  of  his  point  of  view.  In  any 
case,  though  there  was  much  talk  about  it  during  the  first  half  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  the  Ramsdens’  title  was  never  effectively 
challenged  in  Court. 


So  far  this  history  of  the  School  during  the  first  fifty  years  after 
the  Charter  has  been  occupied  with  the  management — or  mis-manage- 
ment — of  the  School  property.  Some  account  of  the  School  itself 
and  the  Masters  must  now  be  attempted.  The  earliest  Master  of 
whom  there  is  any  record  is  Robert  Walbank  ; and  the  first  mention 
of  him  is  the  entry  in  the  Clitheroe  Parish  Register  of  his  marriage  on 
25th  June,  1573,  which  reads,  rather  curiously,  ‘‘  Robert  Wallbancke 
Ludi  Magister  apud  Clyderow  et  Isabella  Parker  de  Horrocksforth 
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vidua  nupt’  fuer’  nocte.”  This  Isabel  Parker  was  the  widow  of  Giles 
Parker  one  of  the  Charter  Governors  who  had  died  early  in  the  pre- 
ceding year.  Robert  Walbank  * * * § took  his  B.A.  at  Cambridge  on  28tli 
March,  1556,  and  his  M.A.  on  28th  May  1560.  He  was  succeeded  by 
his  nephew  AVilliam  Walbank  without  any  regular  election  round 
about  1590.1^  Anticipating  later  events,  he  was  elected  Governor  in 
March,  1600  ; taught  as  Master  again  for  about  twenty  weeks 

ending  at  Martinmas,  1609,  after  William’s  death  ; was  displaced 
from  being  a Governor  by  a Commission  at  Mitton  in  January, 
1609/10  ; and  died  in  December,  1611,  the  entry  of  his  burial  at 
Clitheroe  on  the  20th  of  that  month  being  ‘‘  Mr.  Robart  Walbanke  of 
Horrokforthe  lait  Scolmr  sepult’.”  Mr.  W.  S.  Weeks  f gives  the 
following  information  from  the  borough  records  : ‘‘  At  a court  held 
on  the  13th  January,  1589/90,  the  jury  presented  Mr.  Robart  Wall- 
banck  for  viii  beasts  taken  in  Coptlaw,  for  which  he  was  amerced 
iiii®,  and  at  a Court  held  on  the  1st  July,  1600,  the  Jury  presented 
‘ Mr.  Robert  Wallbancke  absent  from  the  highway  wth  his  draughte 
11  daies  ’ for  which  he  was  amerced  12^.”  He  seems  to  have  farmed 
lands  after  his  retirement  from  schoolmastering,  and  possibly  before, 
no  doubt  at  Horrocksford.  He  certainly  lived  there  at  any  rate  for 
a time  as  a “ sojourner  ” with  Giles  Parker, his  wife’s  grandson, 
after  her  death.  James  Aspinall  deposed  at  Mitton  in  1609/10 
that  when  he  taught  the  School  in  1609  he  was  “ very  unfit  to  supply 
that  place,  by  reason  of  his  old  age,  being  about  fourscore  years,  as 
also  of  an  impediment  in  his  speech.”  There  is  no  record  of  any 
Master  before  him,  and  it  is  by  no  means  unlikely  that  he  was  the  first 
man  appointed  under  the  Charter.  His  age  and  the  date  of  his  degree 
tally  quite  well  with  this. 

His  nephew  and  successor  William  Walbank  was  no  doubt  the 
William  Walbanke  J of  Yorkshire  who  matriculated  as  a commoner 
at  St.  John’s  College,  Oxford,  on  18th  November,  1586,  aged  20  years  ; 
graduated  B.A.  12th  February,  1589/90,  and  M.A.  1593.  He  married 
Jane  Parker,  granddaughter  of  Giles  Parker,  the  Charter  Governor, 
and  second  cousin  of  the  Giles  Parker  who  became  a Governor  in  the 
early  years  of  the  seventeenth  century.  He  was  marked  aegrotat 
in  the  Bishop’s  Roll  Call  at  Blackburn  in  1609,§  and  was  buried  20th 

* Venn,  Alumni  Cantab. 

I Clitheroe  in  the  Seventeenth  Century,  page  143. 

X Foster,  Alumni  Oxon. 

§ Raines  MSS.,  xxii,  110. 
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June  that  year.  His  will,*  dated  18th  June,  1609,  and  proved  at 
Chester  14th  September,  ibid.,  is  to  the  following  effect : 

“ In  the  name  of  God,  Amen.  I,  Wm  Walbanck  of  Clitherow  in  the 
County  of  Lancaster,  Master  of  Arts,  give  my  body  to  be  buried  within 
the  Churchyard  of  the  Chapel  of  Clitherowe.  To  Mr  Robert  Walbanck 
my  uncle  20^  to  James  Aspinall  son  of  Nicholas  Aspinall  of  Clitherowe 
one  pair  of  worsted  stockings,  to  Elizabeth  my  servant  one  hat.  The 
rest  of  all  my  goods  and  after  my  debts  and  funeral  expenses  etc  are 
discharged  I give  and  bequeath  to  Jane  Walbanck  my  wife,  Thomas 
Walbanck,  Henry  Walbanck  and  Isabell  my  children  equally  amongst 
them  and  I constitute  Thomas  Walbanck  my  brother  and  Jane  my  wife 
my  executors.”  The  will  is  witnessed  by  Walter  Dugdayle  and  John 
Marsden.  Amongst  his  debts  is  an  item  : “To  Thomas  Walbanck  my 
brother  £6.4.0  ”,  while  the  inventory  of  his  goods  includes  : 

“ William  Walbanck  of  Downeham  £5.5^ 

Owing  to  me  for  Schole  wages  in  Addingham  2’^  6'£ 

In  Draughton  for  Schole  wages  20^h 

Due  to  me  for  schole  wages  at  Pentecost  last  past  £10.10^.” 

together  with  kine,  swine,  household  goods  etc  to  the  value  of  £35.7.4 
in  all. 

The  items  for  School  wages  in  Addingham  and  Draughton  doubtless 
refer  to  rents  due  for  the  School  lands  there.  The  half  year’s  wages 
of  £10  Os.  lOd.  was  a matter  in  dispute,  having  been  withheld  by  Chr. 
Nowell  for  alleged  misconduct.  His  account  of  the  matter,  given 
in  his  deposition  at  Mitton  in  January,  1609/10,  reads,  “ William 
Walbancke  lately  deceased  did  in  his  lifetime  teach  as  Schoolmaster 
but  he  did  often  absent  himself  from  the  School  in  frequenting  ale 
houses  and  keeping  company  with  gentlemen  at  bowles  | and  other 
exercises  for  seven  years  before  his  death,  and  also  did  practise  physic 
by  means  whereof  he  was  very  negligent  of  his  charge  and  often  absent 
himself  from  the  School  to  the  great  loss  of  scholars  in  their  learning, 
by  reason  whereof  late  before  his  death  there  was  about  thirty  or 
forty  scholars  where  there  was  wont  to  be  six  or  seven  score  scholars, 

* I am  indebted  to  Colonel  J.  W.  R.  Parker  for  an  abstract  of  this  wiU. 
t This  was  among  the  games  prohibited  (with  some  exceptions,  e.g.  in  the 
case  of  Noblemen)  by  the  Statute  33  Henry  VHI,  cap.  9 (1541),  in  order  to 
promote  the  practice  of  archery  by  discouraging  rival  attractions.  It  was 
subsequently  very  much  objected  to  by  the  Puritans — e.g.  John  Earle,  Micro- 
cosmog ra'phie,  1628,  says  “ A bowl-alley  is  the  place  where  there  are  three  things 
thrown  away  besides  bowls,  to  wit,  time,  money  and  curses,  and  the  last  ten 
for  one.”  {Clitheroe  in  the  Seventeenth  Century). 
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so  that  both  this  deponent  and  others  were  forced  to  take  their  cliiidren 
from  the  School  and  send  them  to  other  schools  to  their  great  charges, 
and  from  Christmas  last  was  a twelve  month  until  Pentecost  next 
after  following  he  was  both  destitute  of  an  Usher  and  also  himself 
often  absent  from  the  School.  And  this  deponent  hath  divers  times 
desired  the  reformation  thereof  and  other  abuses  of  the  rest  of  the 
Governors  but  he  could  never  have  them  to  join  therein  for  that  some 
of  the  other  Governors  and  the  wife  of  Walbancke  were  akin,  but  one 
degree  further  than  brother  and  sister’s  children.  Whereupon  this 
deponent  and  James  Aspinall  two  of  the  now  Governors  did  thereupon 
receive  of  the  Master  and  Usher  their  wages  at  Whitsunday  last  being 
parcel  of  their  last  half  year’s  wages  the  sum  of  £10  0.  10.  which  they 
put  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Thomas  Hesketh  of  Clitherow  by  him  to 
be  kept  until  the  execution  of  the  Commission  to  be  disposed  of  as 
the  Commissioners  should  think  fitting.” 

This  money  was  one  of  the  bones  of  contention  between  the  Gover- 
nors in  the  suits  from  1609  to  1622  of  which  some  account  will  be  given 
in  the  next  two  chapters.  It  was  not  paid  till  1637,  when  the  Gover- 
nors compounded  with  the  widow  for  £5  as  a result  of  her  petition 
to  the  Bishop  of  Chester.  She  had  in  the  meantime  married  James 
Whitacres  of  Clitheroe  Castle  and  was  a second  time  a widow.  The 
petition,  which  is  quaintly  worded,  runs  : 

“ To  the  Right  Reverend  ffather  in  God  the  Lord  Bishopp  of  Chester 
The  Humble  petition  of  Jane  Whiteacres,  widowe 

Humbly  sheweth  that  Whereas  yo^  petitioners  former  husband  William 
Walbanke  beinge  M^  of  Artes  And  Scoolemaster  of  the  ffree  Gramer  Scoole 
of  Cliderowe  wherein  hee  behaved  himselfe  diligently  for  the  space  of 
20  yeares. 

Yo^  petition^  humbly  beseecheth  yo^  good  LoP  to  p)use  An  Ord^  & 
Sertificat  hereunto  Anexed  wherby  yo’^  LoP  May  bee  truly  Acertained 
that  yo^  petitioners  husband  Served  fully  halfe  A yeare  for  wch  Neyther 
hee  nor  the  petitioner  hath  hitherto  receyved  Any  wages. 

Yo^  petitioner  hath  not  beene  Silent  to  make  knowne  her  greevance 
unto  the  Governors  of  the  Said  Scoole,  some  whereof  she  hath  found  to 
have  power,  yet  wanted  will : others  wch  seemed  to  have  A will,  yet 
wanted  power  to  satisfie  her  right  demands. 

May  it  therefore  please  yo^  good  LoP  (seeinge  by  the  Devine  providence 
power  and  will  are  equallie  seated  in  yo^  LoP)  to  Consid^  the  distressed 
estate  of  A poore  widowe  in  greate  wante  And  full  of  yeares.  That  })y 
yo^  LoP®  speciall  direction  shee  may  receyve  the  Labourers  hire  whereby 
shee  may  bee  Inabled  to  Live  to  prase  the  Lord  for  his  goodnesse  And 
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Contyneweally  to  pray  that  his  blessinges  may  bee  dayly  increased  and 
Conferred  upon  yo’’  good  LoP.” 

It  is  endorsed  as  follows  ; 

“ I knowe  this  peticon  is  True  in  this  p)ticular  that  the  is  unpaid. 

Wm  Nowell.” 

“ Lever  28  Apr  1637 

I wish  the  present  Govern^®  of  the  school  to  consider  of  this  petition, 
& to  cause  the  petitioner  satisfaction. 

Jo:  [Bridgman]  Cestriens.” 

“ Lever  23  Sept  1637 

I understand  that  the  old  Governors  put  this  10^*^  into  the  hands  of 
two  governors  since  deceased  : whose  executors  plead  the  statute  of 
Limitation  for  their  discharge.  Yet  the  present  Governors  are  content 
(knowing  by  good  proof  that  the  petitioner  hath  right  therto  to  give  her 
freely  5^^  out  of  the  school  stock  in  full  discharge,  wch  she  also  is  content 
to  accept  so.  I doe  well  approve  therof  & think  they  deal  conscionably 
& as  good  Xtians  ought  to  doe,  & therfor  desire  them  to  doe  it  acordingly. 

Jo  Cestr:” 

The  five  pounds  was  eventually  paid  on  20th  October,  1637,  Jane 
Whiteacres’s  receipt  and  full  release  to  the  Governors  of  all  further 
liability  in  the  matter  being  still  preserved. 

Reverting  after  this  digression  to  Chr.  Novrell’s  charges  against 
William  Walbank,  it  must  be  remembered  that  this  is  only  one  side 
of  the  question.  Nevertheless,  though  the  account  may  possibly  be 
a little  exaggerated,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  the  main  it  gives 
a true  picture  of  the  state  of  affairs  under  Wm.  Walbank.  There  is 
support  for  some  of  the  charges  at  any  rate  in  the  deposition  of 
Alexander  Nowell  at  Whalley  on  14th  September,  1612,  to  the  effect 
that  “ there  was  not  soe  many  schollers  in  Wm  Walbancks  tyme  as 
nowe  there  is  by  reasone  (as  hee  thincketh)  that  Walbancke  did 
practyse  phisicke  & soe  was  often  absente  & often  sickly.” 

The  first  Usher  of  whom  there  is  any  record  is  Edward  Lawson, 
who  was  licensed  by  the  Bishop  of  Chester  on  8th  January,  1594/5. 
The  licence  ^ is  the  earliest  of  a number  of  such  documents  preserved 
among  the  School  papers  and  is  perhaps  on  that  account  worth  quoting 
in  full : 

“ William  by  gods  p)vidence  Byshoppe  of  Chester  to  the  Churchwardens 
and  others  the  Inhabitants  within  the  p)ishe  of  Clyderall  in  our  diocesse 
of  Chester  greetinge.  Know  ye  that  Henrie  Radcliffe  Richard  Grenacres 
James  Aspinall  and  Thomas  Whiteheade,  gent  four  of  the  Gov^nors  of 
ye  ffree  Grammer  Schole  in  the  Towne  of  Cliderowe  afforesaid,  have 
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accordinge  to  a graunt  to  and  others  ye  Gov^'nors  of  the  saide  Schoole 
made  by  the  late  Kinge  Phillippe  and  Qiieene  Marye,  elected  and  chosen 
Edward  Lawson  Clarke  Curate  of  Clitherall  aiforesaide  Usher  there  And 
have  not  onelie  by  theire  Ires  Testimoniall  signifyed  the  same,  but  also 
certyfyed  us  of  his  forwardnes  in  Religion  and  honest  conv^sacon  of 
lyffe  desyringe  our  approbacon  of  him  we  therefore  the  saide  Byshoppe 
of  Chester  ha\dnge  taken  due  consyderacon  of  the  p^misses  and  fyndinge 
him  the  saide  Edward  Lawson  upon  examinacon  to  be  sufficient  qualyfied 
for  the  saide  place,  have  lycensed  and  allowed  and  by  these  ^ents  doe 
lycense  and  allowe  him  the  saide  Edward  Lawson  to  be  usher  of  the  saide 
Grammar  Schole  of  Clytherall,  And  to  teache  and  Instruct  ye  youthe 
there  in  all  good  learninge  and  godlines  accordinge  to  the  lawes  of  this 
Realme  in  that  behalfe  ^vided.  In  wytnesse  hereof  we  have  hereunto 
we  have  caused  our  Seale  Episcopall  to  be  put. 

Manchester  the  eyght  dale  of  Januarie,  and  in  ye  yeare  of  our  lord 
god  1594. 

W.  [William  Chadderton]  Cestriens.” 

Edward  Lawson  was  Curate  of  Clitheroe  * from  about  December, 
1580,  until  his  death.  His  will,  dated  30th  November,  1599,  was 
proved  at  Chester  on  28th  February  following  by  his  executors,  his 
brother  Hemy  Lawson  and  James  Aspinall  of  Overstanden.  His 
principal  bequests  were  : 

“ Unto  Henry  Lawson  my  brother  £20,  my  second  cloke,  my  best 
coote  and  my  lynninge  shyrte  ; to  John  Lawson  sone  of  the  said  Henry, 
my  nephew,  £10  and  one  lynninge  shyrte  ; to  Janett  Lawson  wyffe  of 
the  said  Henry  £3.6.8  and  my  best  pare  of  lynninge  sheets  ; to  Edward 
Lawson  sone  of  the  said  Henry,  my  nephew,  £6.13.4;  to  Elizabethe, 
J ane  and  Margarett  Lawson  daughters  of  the  said  Henry  £3.6.8  each  ; 
to  William  Janynge  my  brother-in-law  £10  and  my  second  coote  and  my 
second  lynninge  shyrte  and  to  Anne  his  wyffe  my  sister  £3.6.8  also  one 
pare  of  lynninge  sheetes  ; to  William  Janynge  sone  of  the  said  Willm 
and  Anne,  my  nephew,  £3.6.8  ; to  James  Aspinall  of  Overstanden  my 
beste  gowne  and  unto  his  wyffe  Margarett  10/-  and  to  every  of  theire 
children  5/-  apeece  ; to  Mr  Willm  Walbank  20/-  ; to  Roberte  Osbaldestone 
Vicar  of  Whalley  10/-  ; to  the  Schole  of  Clitherowe  40/-  to  be  bestowed 
on  bookes  att  the  discretion  of  the  Maister  and  Governors  and  to  be 
cheaned  when  a library  is  made  and  not  otherwise  to  be  payd  ; 40/- 
to  be  bestowed  upon  the  leades  of  the  toppe  of  the  Steple  yf  the  ])aris- 
syoners  will  joyne  to  caste  them  all  and  not  otherwise  to  be  payed  ; to 
every  person  I am  godfather  \ 2d  apeece  ; to  oulde  Mr  Walbanke  a camericke 
shyrteband  and  a handcurchyffe  yf  it  please  him  to  accepte  thereof.” 

* Clitheroe  in  the  Seventeenth  Century,  pages  1 66  et  seq. 
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Henry  Lawson  and  his  five  children  named  above  were  the  residuary 
legatees.  Appended  to  the  will  is  a formidable  list  of  debts  owing  to  the 
testator,  totalling  in  all  £78 . 13.0,  of  which  the  largest  is  “ James  Whytacres 
and  Alexander  Greenacres  by  specyaltie  £30.0.0”,  other  items  being 


“ Robarte  Walbanke  Maister  of  Artes  . . . .200 

Willm  Walbanke  ,,  ,,  . . . . d 0 0 

Richarde  Greenacres  of  Worston  Gent  . . . . 13  4 

The  Governors  of  the  Scole  of  Clitherowe  . . .10  0 

Wages  due  seythens  Mychaellmas  laste  . . . .2  8 0 ” 


The  inventory  includes  in  its  total  of  £40 .7.4: 

“ One  bagge  with  money  in  yt  . . . . . . 12  4 0 

Apparell  and  bookes  . . . . . . .900 

A lease  of  certain  closes  in  Clitheroe  about  five  acres  in  all\ 
made  by  Alexander  Nowell  and  Margaret  his  wife  to  | 

Henry  Lawson,  to  the  use  of  his  brother,  the  deceased, )-  6 2 6 

dated  6th  Oct.,  1597,  for  five  years  at  a rent  of  id.  a 
year.”  / 


Edward  Lawson  was  apparently  a local  man,  for  the  burial  of  his 
brother  John  on  24th  December,  1583,  and  of  his  mother  Elizabeth, 
widow,  on  21st  February,  1583/4,  are  recorded  in  the  Parish  Register, 
as  also  the  baptism  on  22nd  June,  1585,  of  his  niece  Elizabeth  referred 
to  in  his  will.  Judging  by  the  list  of  debts  owing  to  him  he  must 
have  done  a considerable  business  as  a money  lender.  £75  was  a large 
sum  of  money  to  be  lent  out  by  the  Curate  of  Clitheroe  in  those  days, 
being  equivalent,  for  instance,  to  his  salary  as  Usher  for  fifteen  years. 
The  £30  lent  to  Alexander  Greenacres  and  James  Whitacres  was 
covered  by  a bond  and  one  of  them  would  have  been  a surety  for  the 
other,  the  actual  borrower.  Such  a transaction  was,  apart  from  the 
purchase  of  land  or  rent  charges,  the  only  manner  available  in  those 
days  of  investing  money  ; and  it  is  worth  noticing  that  a specialty 
debt  took  preference  over  an  ordinary  contract  debt.  It  is  an  inter- 
esting comment  on  the  system  of  payment  of  fines  for  leases  that  the 
lease  which  had  three  years  to  run,  of  property  on  which  the  annual 
rent  was  only  id.,  should  have  been  valued  in  the  inventory  at  over  £6. 

Lawson  is  given  by  Whitaker  in  his  History  of  Whalley  as  Master 
in  1594,  but  this  must  be  wrong.  He  was  in  fact  never  Master.  It 
is  quite  clear  from  the  evidence  already  given  that  the  Masterships 
of  the  two  Walbanks  covered  the  period  from  1573,  at  the  latest,  to 
1609.  Moreover  Lawson  is  referred  to  after  his  death  as  late  Usher, 
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a description  that  would  not  have  been  used  if  he  had  held  the  Master- 
ship. In  the  light  of  other  events  it  would  seem  not  at  all  improbable 
that  he  was  appointed  as  a result  of  the  efforts  of  Thomas  Whitehead 
to  place  the  School  on  a sound  footing,  possibly  on  account  of  Win. 
Walbank’s  frequent  absences  from  his  post,  and  that  previously  there 
had  been  no  Usher.  Like  Win.  Walbank  he  seems  to  have  had  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  his  wages,  for  James  Aspinall  deposed  in  January 
1614/5  at  Long  Preston  that  the  only  School  papers  he  had  in  his 
possession  were  two  counterparts  of  leases  which  Edward  Lawson 
had  in  his  custody  in  respect  of  205.  that  the  Governors  owed  him, 
which  was  “ yet  to  discharge.”  This  was  the  £1  referred  to  in  the 
list  of  debts  appended  to  his  will  and  was  not  paid  to  his  representatives 
for  more  than  twenty  years  after  his  death,  the  entry  of  the  payment 
appearing  in  the  School  accounts  for  the  two  years  ending  Mid- 
summer, 1624,  made  by  James  Aspinall.* 

There  is  no  record  of  any  Usher  after  Lawson’s  death  until  John 
Marsden  was  appointed  at  Whitsuntide  1609,^®  after  a period  of 
eighteen  months  {i.e.  from  Christmas  1607)  during  which  there  had 
been  no  Usher.  Edward  Lawson  was  succeeded  in  the  Curacy  of 
Chtheroe  by  Martin  Dickson,  M.A.,t  who  is  last  mentioned  at  Clitheroe 
in  1607  ; while  in  1609  John  Towne,  Curate  of  Clitheroe,  occurs  in 
the  Bishop’s  Roll  Call  at  Blackburn,  J where  he  is  marked  ‘ sus  ’ 
(suspended).  This  John  Towne  is  described  in  James  Aspinall’s 
deposition  at  Mitton  on  9th  January,  1609/10,  as  late  Curate  of 
Chtheroe  and  he  is  there  stated  to  have  held  office  for  about  a year 
and  a half.  This  would  put  the  beginning  of  his  Curacy  at  not  later 
than  the  first  half  of  1608,  and  it  is  no  doubt  fair  to  conclude  that  he 
succeeded  Martin  Dickson  at  about  Christmas  1607.  The  main  interest 
in  the  present  connection  lies  in  the  fact  that  Martin  Dickson’s  tenure 
of  the  Curacy  came  to  an  end  at  the  same  time  as  the  place  of  Usher 
became  void.  Is  this  a coincidence,  or  did  he  succeed  Edward  Lawson 
as  Usher  as  well  as  in  the  Curacy  ? This  would  seem  quite  plausible, 
though  there  is  no  evidence  now  to  substantiate  the  theory. 

The  only  information  extant  as  to  the  size  of  the  School  in  those 
days  is  the  statement  of  Chr.  Nowell,  already  quoted,  to  the  effect 
that  there  were  about  thirty  or  forty  scholars  towards  the  end  of 
William  Walbank’s  time  whereas  there  had  previously  been  six  or  seven 

* See  page  73. 

t Clitheroe  in  the  Seventeenth  Century,  page  167. 

t Raines  MSS.,  xxii,  110. 
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score.  It  may  safely  be  presumed  in  the  circumstances  that  the 
thirty  or  forty  was  an  under-estimate  if  anything,  while  the  six  or 
seven  score  would  be  an  exaggeration  ; so  that  it  may  no  doubt  be 
concluded  that  even  in  Wm.  Walbank’s  time,  when  the  School  was 
supposed  to  be  under  a cloud,  the  numbers  did  not  fall  far  short  of 

fifty- 

The  only  mention  of  names  of  scholars  during  this  period,  other 
than  the  statement  already  discussed  on  page  3,  is  Chr.  Nowell’s 
assertion  that  he  had  to  remove  his  sons  from  the  School  on  account 
of  the  inefficiency  of  William  Walbank.  The  custom  of  sending  boys 
away  to  more  fashionable  boarding  schools  did  not  arise  till  much 
later,  so  that  the  pupils  would  consist  of  the  young  Greenacres,  Parkers, 
Aspinalls,  Nowells  and  other  landed  families  or  yeomen  farmers  of 
the  district.  Among  them,  possibly,  was  the  John  Dugdale,*  son  of 
James  Dugdale  of  Clitheroe  and  his  wife,  daughter  of  James  Woodcock 
of  Clitheroe  ; who  was  born  in  1552  ; went  to  Oxford  in  1582  ; studied 
civil  law  at  St.  John’s  College  there  ; remained  at  Oxford  as  tutor  to 
William  Paulet,  a grandson  of  the  Marquis  of  Winchester  ; and  later 
bought  a lease  of  the  private  Rectory  of  Shustoke  in  Warwickshire 
from  Mr.  Paulet  and  settled  there. 

In  an  abstract  of  the  evidence  of  Giles  Parker,  Wm.  Dugdall, 
Richard  Greenacres  and  Chr.  Nowell,  given  at  Long  Preston  in  January, 
1614/5,  it  is  stated  that  Rauff  Whitehead,t  uncle  of  Adam  Whitehead 
(and  therefore  presumably  brother  of  the  Thomas  Whitehead  J already 
referred  to  as  a Governor  of  the  School)  and  sometime  Schoolmaster 
of  Bradford,  presented  to  the  School  the  following  books  : ‘‘  Callepin, 
one  large  lexicon,  flores  poetarum  and  oratorum,  Rulandi  Servius 
upon  the  Comedies  of  Terence,  Philelphi  epistolae  & Philelphus  de 
exercitacone  oritorica.”  The  Whiteheads  were  apparently  a local 
family  and,  in  view  of  the  interest  he  thus  seems  to  have  shown  in  the 
School,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  he  was  an  old  boy.  The  books  are 
said  to  have  been  delivered  to  Wm.  Walbank  together  with  the  follow- 
ing, presented  by  Mr.  Dugdaile  : ‘‘4  bokes  of  lira,  Jerome  upon  the 
old  & newe  testament,  Erasmus  upon  the  newe  testament,  Tullies 
familiar  epistles  & homiliae  incerti  auctoris.”  There  is  no  other 

* Whitaker,  History  of  Whalley,  4th  Edition,  Vol.  II,  page  519. 

t Foster,  Alumni  Oxon,  gives  Ralph  Whitehead,  Fellow  of  Brazenose  College, 
Oxford.  B.A.  30th  Jan.,  1558/9,  M.A.  21st  May,  1563. 

X Adam  Whitehead,  son  of  Thomas  Whitehead  of  Standen,  was  baptized 
at  Chtheroe  on  10th  February,  1569/70. 
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reference  to  books  or  curriculum  in  tbe  documents  now  extant  and  the 
library  referred  to  in  Edward  Lawson’s  will  did  not  materialise  ; but 
the  curriculum  in  the  Grammar  Schools  of  the  country  at  this  time 
was  fairly  rigidly  standardised  and  the  course  at  Clitheroe  is  certain 
to  have  followed  very  closely  the  lines  laid  down  and  followed  in  other 
similar  schools  of  the  period,  an  ample  account  of  which  is  given  by 
various  authorities.* 

* See,  e.g.,  Stowe,  English  Grammar  Schools  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
Columbia  University,  1908  ; Foster  Watson,  English  Grammar  Schools  to  1660  : 
their  Curriculum  and  Practice,  C.U.P.,  1908. 


CHAPTER  III 


Enough  has  already  been  said  to  indicate  that,  in  spite  of  the 
settlement  reached  in  1588,  all  was  not  well  at  the  beginning  of 
the  seventeenth  century.  Things  seem  to  have  come  to  a head  shortly 
before  William  Walbank’s  death,  when  litigation  began  between  the 
two  factions  of  the  Governors,  Richard  Greenacres,  William  Dugdall 
and  their  friends,  on  the  one  hand,  with  Christopher  Nowell  and  James 
Aspinall  as  their  chief  opponents.  The  matters  complained  of  by 
these  two  may  be  dealt  with  under  five  heads  * : 

(1)  That  the  elections  of  Giles  Parker  and  Robert  Walbank  as 
Governors  were  not  valid. 

(2)  That  William  Dugdall  and  Richard  Greenacres  were  not  fit 
persons  to  be  Governors. 

(3)  That  the  Master  and  Usher  were  unfit  for  their  posts. 

(4)  The  withholding  by  Greenacres  and  Dugdall  of  School  docu- 
ments, and 

(5)  The  mismanagement  of  the  School  property  and  misappro- 
priation of  its  funds. 

With  regard  to  the  election  of  Robert  Walbank  in  March,  42  Eliz. 
(1600),  it  was  objected  that  by  his  marriage  with  Isabel  Parker  he 
was  related  to  the  Greenacres,  so  that  his  election  was  contrary  to 
the  order  of  1588  ; and  that  he  was  excluded  by  the  Charter  in  that 
he  did  not  dwell  with  his  wife  and  family  in  Clitheroe.  It  was  also 
claimed  that  in  any  case  he  was  only  chosen  conditionally,  until 
Saville  Radcliffe  f and  Giles  Parker  J should  come  of  age. 

* This  account  of  the  matters  in  dispute  is  abstracted  from  documents  12 
to  19,  26  and  48  in  the  main. 

t Canon  Raines,  in  editing  Nicholas  Asshetori’s  Diary,  states  that  SaviUe 
RadchfFe  was  one  of  the  Governors  of  the  School.  This  would  appear  to  be 
incorrect.  The  list  of  Governors  is  complete  from  1600  onwards  and  he  is  not 
among  them.  There  seems  to  have  been  some  intention  of  electing  him  at  one 
time  but  he  was  never  appointed.  He  was  born  in  1582  and  was  a grandson 
of  Henry  RadchfFe  the  Governor. 

X He  was  born  in  1581  (see  page  8). 

36 


QUEEN  MARY’S  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL,  CLITHEROE  37 

The  Greenacres  faction  did  not  admit  the  order  of  1588.  They 
said  that  at  the  time  of  his  election  he  was  living  in  Clitheroe  with 
his  wife,  and  that  after  her  death  he  continued  as  a ‘‘  sojernor  ” at 
Horrocksford  in  the  house  of  Giles  Parker  her  grandson.  They  further 
contended  that  in  view  of  his  long  experience  as  Master  he  was  well 
fitted  to  be  a Governor. 

Giles  Parker’s  election  in  or  about  1604  was  contested  on  similar 
grounds,  i.e.  his  kinship  to  other  Governors  and  the  fact  that  at  the 
time  of  his  election  he  was  living  with  his  father-in-law  (Lawrence 
Lister)  at  Thornton,  so  that  he  did  not  possess  the  necessary  residen- 
tial qualification.  He  was  also  stated  to  have  been  elected  only  by 
William  Dugdall,  Richard  Greenacres  and  Robert  Walbank.  Since 
Nowell  and  Aspinall  did  not  admit  of  Walbank  as  a Governor,  they 
claimed  that  the  election  was  not  by  the  major  part  of  the  Governors 
as  required  by  the  Charter. 

To  these  allegations  it  was  opposed  that,  though  he  was  at  Thornton 
at  the  time  of  his  election,  yet  he  kept  servants  at  his  house  at  Horrocks- 
ford and  frequently  visited  there  with  his  wife  ; also  that  James 
Aspinall  had  agreed  to  his  election,  and  to  that  of  Walbank. 

As  to  the  moral  character  of  Greenacres,  it  was  alleged  that  he 
haith  for  this  vi  or  vii  years,  all  the  somer  time  from  mayedaye  till 
mychaellmas,  maid  a meeting  with  other  gentlemen  at  Clitheroe 
wekeli,  to  boulle  and  drinke  and  to  make  meri ; and  haith  had  the  laet 
Master  of  the  schoole  to  company  with  them  at  the  said  boulles  and 
drinkinge,  and  calleth  the  said  dayes  of  ther  mettinge  by  the  name  of 
Thursdaye  market,  and  by  this  means  and  others  haith  brought  the 
scholle  the  great  decaye  that  it  is  in.”  Also  he  was  described  as  a 
great  waster  of  his  goods  by  suits  in  law,  by  him  procured.  His  wife 
was  denounced  as  a “ convicte  recusant  ” ; while  he  himself  was 
alleged  to  have  been  indicted  for  a recusant,  and  ‘‘  did  absent  himselffe 
from  the  churche  untill  now  of  laet,  but  he  is  a non-comunicant,  and 
haith  not  resavid  the  Lord’is  supper  in  the  churche  accordinge  to  the 
Laws  of  this  realme  for  this  v or  vi  years.”  On  this  point  James 
Aspinall,  deposing  at  Mitton  in  January,  1609/10,  said  that  “ he 
was  present  at  Lancaster  about  four  or  five  years  since,  when  Christian, 
now  wife  unto  the  said  Richard,  was  convicted  by  law  for  recusansy  ” ; 
and  further  that  John  Towne  attended  the  Commission  at  Gisburn 
the  previous  Autumn  to  depose  that  Greenacres  did  not  communicate 
during  the  eighteen  months  that  he  was  Curate  of  Clitherowe. 

In  this  same  deposition  James  Aspinall  said  that  Dugdall  was 
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“ not  of  sufficient  conversation,  credit  and  ability  to  be  a Governor 
of  the  School  according  to  the  Letters  Patent,  for  that  he  hath  been 
sued  for  divers  debts,  which  being  recovered  against  him,  there  could 
not  be  found  any  goods  of  his  to  levy  upon  ; and  that  he  stands  in 
no  state  of  his  lands,  for  that  he  owes  more  than  he  thought  to  have, 
and  by  common  report  his  brother  Giles  Dugdell  is  in  the  state  of 
William  his  lands,  so  that  for  these  causes  other  men  hath  been  forced 
to  pay  his  debts,  being  but  sureties  ; and  that  he  hath  uttered  that 
they,  being  the  greater  number  of  Governors,  might  sell  the  School 
lands,  reserving  the  ancient  yearly  rent  to  the  use  of  the  School ; 
and  that  he  hath  been  known  often  times  so  drunk  that  he  could  not 
go,  but  as  he  was  led  to  his  house,  and  hath  been  found  sleeping  in  the 
highway  by  divers  persons,  who  thought  he  was  past  his  senses  by 
reason  of  his  drinking.” 

Greenacres  and  his  friends  denied  acting  in  any  way  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  School,  but  alleged  on  the  contrary  that  it  was  much  harmed 
by  Chr.  Nowell,  who  had  consistently  refused  to  join  with  them  in 
any  School  business,  whether  in  making  new  leases,  electing  new 
Governors  or  pursuing  the  suit  against  Hammerton.  They  further 
complained  of  him  withholding  the  £10  due  to  William  Walbank  and 
submitted  that  he  should  not  be  allowed  his  costs  in  the  suit  out  of 
School  funds,  in  that  the  action  was  only  brought  by  him  out  of 
malice  and  could  only  result  in  damage  to  the  School. 

The  complaints  against  William  Walbank  as  Master  have  already  * 
been  quoted,  as  also  the  objections  to  the  teaching  of  his  uncle  for  the 
six  months  after  his  death.  Then,  on  20th  November,  1609,  Thomas 
Shute  was  ‘‘  placed  schole  master  ” without  the  consent  of  Nowell 
and  Aspinall,^®  who  alleged  that  he  was  under  the  age  of  twenty-one 
at  the  time  of  his  appointment.  The  other  side,  however,  claimed 
that  “ although  he  was  but  a young  man  yet  he  was  commended  unto 
them  by  divers  scholars  and  men  of  good  understanding,  and  he  was 
accounted  a good  scholar,  having  been  divers  years  before  at  the 
university  ; and  upon  his  election,  being  examined  by  the  Rev.  Father 
in  God,  George,  Lord  Bishop  of  Chester,  was  by  him  approved  and 
confirmed  according  to  the  purport  of  the  foundation  ; and  having 
continued  schoolmaster  for  about  a year  and  a half,  was  by  him  made 
minister.  ”t  He  was  displaced  by  the  Commission  at  Mitton  J in 

* See  page  28. 

t Refers  no  doubt  to  his  appointment  as  Domestic  Chaplain  to  the  Bishop 
of  Chester,  and  not  to  his  ordmation.  f See  page  49. 


QUEEN  MARY’S  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL,  CLITHEROE  39 

January,  1609/10,  but  continued  teaching  until  he  left  Clitheroe  on 
20th  May,  1611. 

This  Thomas  Shute  was,  on  13th  February,  1604/5,  elected  * 
Exhibitioner  to  Cambridge  from  Giggleswick  School  on  Clapham  and 
Tenant’s  foundations.  He  was  the  fourth  son  of  Christopher  Shute 
(Vicar  of  Giggleswick  and  Governor  of  Giggleswick  School),  and 
matriculated  f sizar  from  Trinity  College  at  Easter  1605  ; graduated 
B.A.  in  1608/9,  M.A.  in  1612  ; was  ordained  deacon  and  priest  at 
Chester  17th  February,  1610/11,  and  appointed  Domestic  Chaplain 
to  the  Bishop  of  Chester,  whose  funeral  sermon  he  preached  in  1615. 
He  was  still  in  Chester  in  1618 — described  as  a preacher  of  the  Word 
of  God. 

The  only  objection  raised  to  his  election  as  Master  seems  to  have 
been  that  of  his  immaturity.  His  character  and  scholarship  were 
not  called  in  question,  and  all  the  evidence  available  now  points  to 
his  having  been  eminently  suitable  for  the  post,  apart  from  his  youth. 
In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  note  the  following  reference  J 
to  Christopher  Shute  and  his  sons  in  The  History  of  the  Worthies  of 
England,  Endeavoured  hy  Thoyyias  Fidler,  D.D.,  published  in  1662  : 
‘‘Be  it  also  known  that  besides  these  two  brothers  Nathaniel  and 
Josiah,  fixed  in  the  City  of  London,  there  were  three  more,  bred  and 
brought  up  in  the  ministry.  Viz  : Robert,  preacher  of  Lyn,  Thomas 
Minister  for  a good  time  at  Chester,  and  Timothy,  lately,  if  not  still, 
alive  a preacher  in  Exeter.  All  great  (though  not  equal!)  Lights  are 
set  up  in  fair  Candlesticks,  I mean  places  of  eminency,  and  conveniently 
distanced  from  one  another,  for  the  better  dispersing  of  their  Light ; 
and  good  Housewives  tell  me,  old  candles  are  the  best  for  spending. 
Happy  the  Father  who  had  his  Quiver  full  with  five  such  sons,  he  need 
not  be  ashamed  to  see  his  Enemies  in  the  Gate.  It  is  hard  to  say 
whether  he  was  more  happy  in  his  sons,  or  they  in  so  good  a Father, 
and  a wary  man  will  crave  time  to  decide  the  doubt,  until  the  like 
instance  do  return  in  England.” 

Mr.  R.  M.  Robinson  has  very  kindly  sent  me  the  following  entries, 
copied  by  the  late  Thomas  Brayshaw  from  Giggleswick  Parish  Register  : 

1581  17  Aug  Marriage  of  Christopher  Shute  and  Katherine  Newhouse. 

1582  27  June  Baptism  of  Margaret,  daughter  of  C.S. 

* Leach,  Early  Yorkshire  Schools,  Vol.  11,  page  2 67. 

t Venn,  Alumni  Cantab. 

t Taken  from  The  Ancient  Parish  of  Giggleswick,  by  T.  Brayshaw  and  R.  M. 
Robinson. 
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1584  20  Nov  Baptism  of  Robert,  son  of  C.S. 

1587  9 April  Baptism  of  Nathaniel  & Hester,  children  of  C.S. 

1587  17  July  Burial  of  Hester,  infant. 

1588  11  Aug  Baptism  of  Josiah,  son  of  C.S. 

1590  19  June  Baptism  of  Thomas,  son  of  C.S. 

1592  15  Oct  Baptism  of  Timothy,  son  of  C.S. 

It  is  quite  clear  from  these  records  that  Thomas  Shute  was  under 
age  in  1609/10. 

After  his  departure  rather  a quaint  situation  developed.  The 
Nowell  faction  elected  Bernard  Emmott  to  be  Master,  while  the  other 
side  appointed  a man  named  Rawsthorne.  Alexander  Emmott,* 
“ Parson  of  Bolton  ”,  deposed  at  Mitton  in  September,  1619,  that 
his  brother  Bernard  Emmott  was  chosen  schoolmaster  of  Clitherowe  ” 
on  23rd  May,  1611,  and  served  about  seven  years  there,  during  which 
time  “ he  received  his  whole  allowance  except  20^  10'^  and  for  one 
quarter’s  wages  for  the  first  year,  which  they  seemed  to  deduct  forth 
of  his  allowance  On  the  other  hand,  there  exists  among  the  School 
papers  a fragment  on  which  it  is  noted  that  ‘‘  Mr.  Bernard  Emott 
did  begin  to  teache  schole  at  Clitherowe  upon  Tuesday  the  xiii  of 
August  1611  ”,  and  that  he  died  about  1st  November,  1617.  He 
matriculated  at  Bra^enose  College,  Oxford,  in  November,  1598,  aged 
19,  graduated  B.A.  18th  June,  1602,  and  M.A.  1605. f His  nuncu- 
pative will,  of  date  28th  October,  1617,  was  proved  at  York  on  1st 
July,  1619,  by  his  brother  Alexander,  sole  executor  and  beneficiary. 
Mr.  E.  Axon  informs  me  that  there  was  a contemporary  schoolmaster 
at  Colne  named  Laurence  Emmott,  who  had  a son  Bernard  ; that 
he  does  not  know  whether  these  were  related  to  Bernard  Emmott, 
Master  of  Clitheroe  Grammar  School  ; but  suggests  that  the  latter  was 
probably  brother  to  Laurence. 

According  to  depositions  by  John  Marsden  (Usher),  Alex  Nowell 
and  Rich.  Mercer  at  Whalley  in  1612,  Mr.  Rawsthorne  was  appointed 
Master  by  Greenacres  and  Dugdall,  and  taught  for  nine  weeks  without 
the  consent  of  the  other  side  who  had  elected  Mr.  Emmott ; and 
further  that  Mr.  Rawsthorne  had  told  Nowell  that  “ for  the  tyme  hee 
toughte,  it  was  in  god  will  att  the  requeste  of  Mr.  Greenacres  and  not 

* Alex.  Emmott,  A.M.,  presented  to  the  Rectory  of  Bolton-by-Bowland  by 
Queen  Elizabeth  and  instituted  8th  June,  1598  (Whitaker,  History  of  Craven, 
page  131). 

t Foster,  Alumni  Oxon.  He  is  described  as  M.A.  of  Brazenose  College, 
Oxford,  in  his  will. 
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for  wages,  and  that  if  any  were  offended  with  his  teaching  hee  would 
give  it  over”.  In  a Briefs®  (early  1615)  he  is  said  to  have  taught 
from  27th  May  till  31st  July,  1611.  It  looks  rather  as  if  Bernard 
Emmott  was  appointed  on  23rd  May,  as  his  brother  deposed,  but  that 
for  the  first  nine  weeks  or  so  Rawsthorne  did  the  teaching  ; and  this 
was  perhaps  the  reason  why  Emmott  received  no  salary  for  the  first 
quarter. 

The  Rawsthorne  referred  to  was  no  doubt  the  Edward  Rawsthorne  * 
who  was  hcensed  Curate  in  Charge  of  Clitheroe  in  February,  1611/2, 
and  left  there  on  4th  February,  1615/6,  when  he  was  instituted  Vicar 
of  Mitton,  where  he  died  in  April,  1648,  having  been  blind  for  several 
years.  He  was  40  years  old  in  1614,  having  graduated  t A.B.  at  St. 
John’s  College,  Cambridge,  1592/3.  He  was  ordained  deacon  (Chester) 
in  1601/2  and  priest  20th  September,  1607  ; and  married  Elizabeth 
granddaughter  of  Giles  Parker,  the  Charter  Governor,  and  sister  of 
Wm.  Walbank’s  wife. 

With  regard  to  the  Usher,  John  Marsden,  Nowell  alleged  at 
Mitton  (January,  1609/10)  that  “ he  is  thought  insufficient  to  teach 
that  place  in  his  scholarship  ”.  In  1612,  however,  Bernard  Emmott 
deposed  that  all  the  time  he  had  known  him,  “ he  haith  executed 
his  place  and  diligentlie  attended  the  same  and  shewed  good  fruyts 
of  his  labors  ”,  while  later  (about  1619)  Nowell  and  Aspinall  stated 
that  “ for  John  the  Usher,  he  is  an  honest  man,  and  trulli  doethe  his 
duttie — childeren  under  his  hands  doth  proffet  muche  ”.  It  was, 
however,  in  their  interest  at  that  time  to  give  him  a good  character, 
while  the  reverse  was  the  case  in  1610.  This  change  of  attitude  shows 
that  too  much  confidence  must  not  be  placed  in  the  statements  of 
Nowell  and  Aspinall,  especially  those  that  are  of  the  nature  of  padding. 

John  Marsden  was  appointed  about  10th  May,  1609,  by  Wm. 
Walbank  with  the  concurrence  of  Greenacres,  Dugdall,  Giles  Parker 
and  Robert  Walbank,  at  a salary  of  £8  a year.  In  January,  1614/5, 
however,  he  deposed  at  Long  Preston  that  he  had  no  salary  during 
the  Masterships  of  Wm.  Walbank,  Robt.  Walbank  and  Thomas  Shute, 
because  ‘‘  Thomas  Shute  would  not  allowe  so  much  waiges  ”,  in  fact 
he  claimed  that  the  only  salary  he  had  received  during  the  five  and 
a half  years  he  had  then  been  Usher  was  £11  8s.  '2d.  from  Chr.  Nowell, 
there  being  still  £34  2s.  owing  to  him.  There  is  little  wonder  that 
after  this  treatment  he  appeared  on  the  side  of  Nowell  and  Aspinall. 

* See  Clitheroe  in  the  Seventeenth  Century,  page  108. 

t Venn,  Alumni  Cantab. 
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With  regard  to  the  School  papers,  it  was  alleged  that  Greenacres 
and  Dugdall  had  obtained  possession  of  important  documents,  in- 
cluding the  Charter  and  the  order  of  1588,  hoping  thereby  to  obtain 
control  of  the  School  and  its  property  and  make  it  difibcult  for  their 
irregularities  to  be  effectively  challenged.  Apparently,  on  the  death 
of  Thomas  Whitehead,  the  papers  in  his  possession  came  to  the  hands 
of  James  Aspinall,  his  executor.  He  claimed  to  have  lent  some  of 
them  to  William  Dugdall,  who  would  not  part  with  them  again  ; and 
to  have  put  others  into  a chest  in  the  house  of  one  Jane  Baley  near 
the  School,  whence  they  had  been  removed  by  Win.  Walbank  and 
given  to  Greenacres.  Again,  Nicholas  Assheton  deposed  that  “ he 
found  amongst  his  father’s  evidences  a Copie  of  the  Ires  patents  in 
English  & a writing  of  articles  of  agrem^  maid  betwixt  the  Governors 
& the  inhabitants  of  Clitherowe  by  the  mediacon  of  S'"  Richard  Sher- 
burne & Sergent  Walmisley  dated  30  decembris  Ao.  31  Eliz.  Re.,  wch 
articles  he  delivered  to  Wm.  Dugdall  ”.  Dugdall  admitted  receiving 
these  papers,  which  he  said  he  keepeth  for  the  good  of  the  School  ”. 
The  lost  papers  were  the  subject  of  a lengthy  passage  in  the  suit  to 
be  recounted  later. 

Now  come  the  main  allegations — those  concerning  the  management 
of  the  School  property  and  its  funds.  In  the  first  place  there  was  the 
question  of  the  exchange  with  Hammerton  of  15  J acres  of  land  for  the 
19J  that  had  been  decreed  to  the  School.  It  was  claimed  that  Green- 
acres and  his  friends  had  spent  undue  sums  of  money  in  these  negoti- 
ations which,  through  their  negligence  or  intent,  had  resulted  in  a 
settlement  contrary  to  the  best  interests  of  the  School ; and  moreover 
that  they  had  granted  a lease  to  Hammerton  for  the  long  period  of 
51  years  at  the  low  rent  of  ten  shillings  a year,  in  consideration  of 
which  exchange  and  lease  Hammerton  had  given  Giles  Parker  of 
Newby,  solicitor  in  the  suit,  either  money  or  oxen  and  other  things 
to  the  value  of  about  £20,  which  payment  had  not  been  included  in 
the  Articles  of  Agreement,  nor  had  it  been  brought  in  to  the  School 
chest. 

The  reply  to  these  charges  cannot  be  regarded  as  satisfactory.  It 
was  to  the  effect  that  it  was  better  for  the  School  to  have  fifteen  acres 
in  quiet  occupation,  than  nineteen  acres  with  no  right  of  way  leading 
thereto  ; and  that  the  payment  to  Giles  Parker  was  for  his  services 
in  the  negotiations.  The  facts  are  hardly  in  dispute.  Giles  Parker 
of  Newby  himself  admitted  receiving  £20  from  Hammerton  for  his 
pains  as  solicitor  in  the  suit,  while  Steven  Hammerton  deposed 
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at  Wlialley  in  1612  that  his  grandfather  John  Haminerton  gave  Giles 
Parker  £20  and  a “ dunne  nagge  ” in  consideration  of  the  lease. 

When  the  intimate  relations  between  the  Hammertons,  the  Green- 
acres and  the  Parkers  are  considered,  it  is  difficult  to  avoid  the  con- 
clusion that  the  whole  thing  was  arranged.  For  instance,  Katherine 
Greenacres  married  Roger  Haminerton  of  Hellifield  Peel ; while 
Giles  Parker  of  Horrocksford,  the  Governor,  and  Steven  Haminerton 
were  brothers-in-law,  both  having  married  daughters  of  Mr.  Lawrence 
Lister  of  Thornton.  Then  again,  in  Nicholas  Assheton’s  Diary  there 
is  recorded  a visit  of  Steven  Haminerton  to  the  diarist ; who  of  course 
was  Richard  Greenacres’s  son-in-law,  having  married  his  daughter 
Frances.  It  was,  however,  alleged  by  Greenacres  that  Nowell  and 
Aspinall  assented  to  the  arrangement.  They  are  certainly  both 
named  in  the  Articles^  of  Agreement,  but  Aspinall  stated  that  he  con- 
curred without  fully  understanding  the  business,  while  Nowell  denied 
ever  giving  his  consent.  In  any  case,  it  was  pointed  out,  the  trans- 
action had  never  been  legally  completed,  and  need  proceed  no  farther 
if  the  Court  so  ordered. 

The  next  allegation  to  be  dealt  with  is  the  old  one  of  having  granted 
leases  to  the  tenants  of  the  School  property  at  the  ‘‘  ancient  rents  ”, 
in  return  for  fines,  which  were  diverted  by  Greenacres  and  his  friends 
to  their  own  uses.  In  the  course  of  the  actions  depositions  were  taken 
from  all  the  tenants  with  the  exception  of  John  Topham  of  Addingham, 
and  from  these  it  is  possible  to  construct  the  earliest  rent  roll  of  the 
School  lands. 


Lessee. 

Situation. 

Rent. 

1 Date  of  Lease. 

1 

Fine. 

Robt.  Smythe  . 

Eastby 

16/- 

7 June,  41  Eliz. 

£12. 

Wm.  Oldfield 

Draughton 

3/4 

! No  lease  produced. 

— 

Thomas  Bowcocke 

Skipton 

20/8 

9 March,  41  Eliz. 

£5  Il5. 

Henry  Mychell  . 

Thornton 

16/8 

26  July,  39  Eliz. 

£10. 

Gabrill  Gudgeon. 

Skipton 

11/- 

9 March,  41  Eliz. 

£2  (not  ex- 
pressed 
in  the 
lease). 

John  Husteler  . 

Skipton 

8/8 

7 June,  41  Eliz. 

£5  10.9. 

Thomas  Cockshot 

Skipton 

10/- 

1 Not  mentioned 

in  the 

Wm.  Bowcocke  . 

Skipton 

6/8 

i depositions. 
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The  term  of  these  leases  appears  to  have  been  for  21  years,  and  they 
were  apparently  signed  by  the  four  Governors,  Richard  Greenacres, 
William  Dugdall,  Henry  Radcliffe  and  James  Aspinall.  If  to  these 
rents  be  added  the  7s.  jper  annum  from  which  Hammerton’s  rent  was 
increased  to  10s.  by  the  agreement,  it  makes  the  total  rent  roll  £4  19s. 
excluding  the  rent  of  the  tenement  at  Addingham  and,  of  course,  the 
£20  Is.  8d.  per  annum  paid  by  George  Crosland  * for  the  Almondbury 
tithes.  There  had  thus  been  little  change  in  the  rents  of  the  former 
Chantry  lands  since  the  date  of  the  Charter. 

It  appears  that,  in  the  last  few  years  of  the  sixteenth  century,  at 
least  £35  was  paid  in  fines  for  new  leases  ; and  this  was  not  challenged. 
The  dispute  was  as  to  what  became  of  the  money.  Nowell  and 
Aspinall,  of  course,  alleged  that  it  had  been  pocketed  by  Greenacres 
who,  on  the  contrary,  denied  receiving  any  part  of  the  money,  claiming 
that  it  was  paid  to  Aspinall,  who  was  party  to  the  leases  ; and  that 
alternatively  all  of  it  and  a great  deal  more  out  of  his  (Greenacres’s) 
private  purse  was  disbursed  in  the  suit  against  Hammerton. 

The  leases  previous  to  those  mentioned  above  would  appear  to 
have  been  granted  by  Brian  Parker,  who  was  alleged  to  have  received 
the  fines.  He  died  in  1589  and  his  will  f was  proved  at  Chester  in 
August  of  that  year,  his  executors  being  Anthony  Parker,  Thomas 
Parker,  Nicholas  Tempest,  Robert  Parkinson  and  Richard  Greenacres. 
It  was  alleged  that  in  their  capacity  as  executors  they  appropriated  or 
otherwise  disposed  of  money  which  should  have  come  to  the  School. 
They,  however,  denied  that  Brian  Parker  was  ever  to  their  knowledge 
indebted  to  the  School,  and  asserted  that  they  had  duly  administered 
his  property,  none  of  which  remained  in  their  hands.  There  can  be 
little  doubt  that  Brian  Parker  did  make  some  leases  of  the  former 
Chantry  lands,  of  which  he  seems  to  have  obtained  control  on  the 
death  of  his  brother-in-law  John  Greenacres,  { and  that  the  fines  re- 
ceived never  came  to  the  School.  Anthony  Johnson,  for  instance, 
deposed  at  Whalley  (1612)  that  his  father-in-law,  Robert  Smith, 
was  granted  a lease  of  the  land  at  Eastby  by  Brian  Parker  at  a rent 
of  16s.,  in  consideration  of  which  Brian  Parker  was  paid  £10.  In 

* William  Kaye  bequeathed  his  lease  of  Almondbury  to  his  son  Arthur,  who 
in  turn  demised  it  to  George  Crosland,  to  whom  it  came  with  about  22  more 
years  to  run,  of  the  original  term  of  40  years  dating  from  about  1589. 

t I am  indebted  to  Colonel  J.  W.  R.  Parker  for  an  abstract  of  this  wiU.  It 
contains  no  mention  of  any  money  due  to  the  School. 

i See  page  14. 
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addition  to  this,  J ames  Aspinall  asserted  that  Brian  Parker  received 
of  Gabriel  Gudgeon  40s.  for  a lease,  and  that  Mr.  Lister  received  £10 
for  his  “ goodwill  of  the  lease  ”,  though  this,  as  an  ex  parte  statement, 
must  be  received  wdth  caution. 

As  to  whether  the  executors  ever  paid  any  of  this  money  to  the 
Governors,  and  to  whom,  the  evidence  is  very  conflicting.  Thomas 
Parker  stated  that  he  had  paid  money  due  to  the  School  from  the 
executors  to  Thomas  Whitehead  and  James  Aspinall,  which  is  at 
any  rate  an  admission  that  there  was  some  owing.  James  Aspinall, 
however,  claimed  that  it  had  been  paid  to  Richard  Greenacres,  and 
is  supported  in  this  by  the  testimony  of  Giles  Parker  * and  Henry 
Hammond.  The  amount  of  this  payment  is  variously  stated  as  £10 
and  10  marks. 

The  annual  rents  from  the  School  property  at  this  period  seem  to 
have  been  paid  to  the  Master,  William  Walbank,  who  gave  the  Usher 
his  wages  out  of  them.  During  the  period  when  there  was  no  Usher 
he  paid  50s.  of  the  rent  to  Dugdall,  who  said  he  had  spent  it  on  School 
business.  The  arrangement  seems  to  have  worked  satisfactorily 
until  Pentecost  1609,  when,  as  related  on  page  28,  Nowell  withheld 
Walbank’ s last  six  months’  salary.  Robert  Walbank  should  have 
received  £10  Os.  lOd.  for  the  six  months  he  taught  after  his  nephew’s 
death,  but  received  40s.  only,  from  Richard  Greenacres,  and  is  said 
to  have  bequeathed  the  remainder  by  will  to  Jane  Baley.j 

As  early  as  10th  December,  1603,  and  again  on  12th  March,  1603/4, 
Chr.  Nowell  presented  to  his  fellow  Governors,  Richard  Greenacres, 
Wilham  Dugdall  and  James  Aspinall,  in  the  Church  Porch  at  Clitheroe 
before  divers  of  the  inhabitants,  a demand  for  the  election  of  a full 
number  of  Governors,  an  account  of  the  money  received  in  fines  and 
the  reformation  of  other  abuses.  As  a result  of  his  action  the  Gover- 
nors rendered  an  account  of  the  School  funds  in  public.  The  stories  of 
this  accounting  told  by  the  two  sides  vary  considerably.  Witnesses 
called  on  Greenacres’s  behalf  deposed  that  the  accounts  were  allowed 
by  James  Aspinall,  but  not  by  Mr.  Nowell,  whoe  was  never  content e 
with  any  accompte  ”.  Nich.  Aspinall  said  it  appeared  plainly  that 
Greenacres  had  no  money  belonging  to  the  School  in  his  hands,  and 

* Which  Giles  Parker  is  not  clear. 

t No  doubt  the  Jane  Baley  mentioned  by  Aspinall  (page  42)  as  living  in  a 
house  near  the  School.  Colonel  J.  W.  R.  Parker  suggests  that  she  may  have 
been  a Parker  relation  as  there  was  a marriage  of  a Parker  to  a Baley  about 
1560. 
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that  he  did  not  know  whether  Nowell  ‘‘  heard  or  consented  to  the 
accompts  by  reasone  hee  had  an  impediment  in  his  hearinge 

James  Aspinall’s  version,  a lengthy  rigmarole,  is  contained  in  his 
deposition  at  Mitton.  He  says  that  he  had  never  much  of  the  School 
money  in  his  hands,  so  that  he  did  not  pay  a great  deal  of  attention 
to  the  matter  until  later,  on  his  joining  with  Nowell  to  protest  against 
the  wrongdoings  of  the  other  Governors,  they  charged  him  and  Thomas 
Whitehead,  whose  executor  he  was,  with  the  receipt  of  some  of  the 
School  funds.  They  would  not,  however,  let  him  see  the  record  of 
his  receipts  and  disbursements  made  at  the  time  of  the  public  account- 
ing, so  that  he  was  unable  to  clear  himself,  until  he  found  among  his 
own  papers  a list  of  Whitehead’s  and  of  his  own  payments,  from  which 
he  was  convinced  that  both  of  them  had  spent  more  on  School  business 
than  they  had  received.  He  on  his  part  alleged  that  the  accounts 
showed  40s.  remaining  in  Dugdall’s  hands,  besides  the  50s.  afterwards 
received  from  Wm.  Walbank  when  there  was  no  Usher,  and  52s.  2d. 
in  the  hands  of  Greenacres  besides  the  £6  13s.  4:d.  from  Brian  Parker’s 
executors,  which  none  of  the  Governors  would  confess  to  receiving 
at  the  time  the  accounts  were  made. 

It  is  impossible  after  this  lapse  of  time  to  state  with  certainty  which 
side  was  in  the  right.  Some  of  the  charges  were  of  a purely  technical 
character,  while  others  were  obviously  mere  exaggerated  padding  ; 
but  it  seems  almost  certainly  true  that  the  Greenacres  faction  had 
let  the  School  down  badly  by  their  mismanagement  and  loose  be- 
haviour. The  previous  history,  their  admissions  and  the  plausible 
quibbling  of  their  answers  generally,  leave  scant  room  for  doubt  that 
the  allegations  were  in  the  main  true,  though  possibly  exaggerated. 
It  would  on  the  other  hand  be  unsafe  to  rely  implicitly  on  the  truth 
of  every  detail  as  stated  by  the  other  side.  The  part  played  by  James 
Aspinall  throughout  is  somewhat  obscure.  There  can  be  little  doubt 
that  of  the  three,  Thomas  Whitehead  was  in  the  first  instance  the 
active  partner  in  trying  to  establish  the  foundation  on  a secure  footing. 
It  was  he,  for  instance,  who  appears  to  have  been  mainly  instrumental 
in  obtaining  the  decree  against  Hammerton  in  1594.  His  death  in 
1595  removed  a restraining  influence.  Aspinall  does  not  seem  to  have 
bothered  much  after  this,  if  he  did  before,  but  rather  to  have  turned 
a blind  eye  to  the  misdealings  of  his  fellow  Governors  ; indeed  he  may 
have  taken  an  active  part  in  them.  There  was  at  any  rate  enough 
circumstantial  evidence  to  support  their  attempt  to  make  him  the 
scapegoat.  Chr.  Nowell  by  himself  could  do  very  little,  his  deafness 
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making  him  somewhat  ineffective  and  difficult  to  work  with,  though 
his  sons  William  and  Henry  seem  to  have  helped  him,  and  acted  as 
solicitors  for  their  father’s  side.  AVhether,  however,  the  Nowells 
were  entirely  disinterested,  or  whether  the  School  was  not  rather  the 
cockpit  of  a family  feud,  a point  of  view  suggested  by  some  aspects 
of  the  case,  it  is  impossible  at  this  distance  of  time  to  decide. 


In  order  to  understand  the  litigation,  of  which  some  account  must 
now  be  given,  it  is  necessary  to  be  familiar  with  the  procedure  set  up 
by  the  Acts  ® ‘‘to  redresse  the  Misemployment  of  Landes,  Goodes 
and  Stockes  of  money  heretofore  given  to  Charitable  Uses  ” (Statutes 
39  Eliz.  cap.  6 and  43  Eliz.  cap.  4,  given  in  full  in  P.R.O.  Lists  and 
Indexes,  X,  pages  iv  to  viii).  These  gave  power  to  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor * to  award  Commissions  under  the  Great  Seal  to  any  Bishop  and 
to  other  persons  of  “ good  and  sounde  behaviour  ”,  authorizing  any 
four  or  more  of  them  to  inquire  by  jury,  and  by  “ all  other  good  and 
lawfull  waies  and  menes  ” of  any  abuses  of  trust  in  connection  with 
Free  Schools  and  many  other  types  of  Charities,  and  to  make  such 
orders  (not  contrary  to  the  Founders’  intentions)  as  they  deemed  need- 
ful, their  judgment  to  be  returned  into  the  High  Court  of  Chancery 
within  a time  limited  in  the  Commission.  This  Court  had  power  to 
make  any  order  necessary  for  the  due  execution  of  the  decrees  of  the 
Commission,  and  to  hear  appeals  against  them,  varying  the  judgment 
of  the  Commission  at  their  discretion  after  such  hearing.  The  Court 
was  also  given  power  to  award  costs  against  an  appellant  making  a 
frivolous  complaint.  Any  person  having  or  claiming  any  interest  in 
the  property  of  the  trust  was  prohibited  from  being  a Commissioner. 
Various  types  of  Charity  were  excluded  from  the  purview  of  the  Acts, 
among  them  any  “Free  Schole  whiche  had  speciall  Visitors  or  Gover- 
nours  or  Overseers  appointed  them  by  their  Founders  ”. 

The  first  Commission  awarded  under  these  Statutes  in  connection 
with  the  School  seems  to  have  been  in  1609,  at  the  petition  of  Chr. 
Nowell.  None  of  the  papers  of  this  Commission  are  extant,  but  there 
is  an  account  of  it  in  some  notes  of  instruction  for  counsel  by  Nowell 
or  Aspinall,  which  is  worth  relating  as  an  example  of  the  obstructions 

* Or,  mutandis  mutando,  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster. 
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wliicli  the  defendants  were  able  to  employ  in  those  days  to  delay  the 
action.  The  Commission  was  appointed  by  the  Bishop  of  Chester 
to  be  executed  at  Gisburn  on  22nd  August,  1609,  by  Mr.  Anderton, 
Mr.  Nowell,  Mr.  Farrar  and  Mr.  Ormerod  for  the  plaintiffs  only,  when 
a jury  was  duly  empanelled  and  the  two  sides  appeared  with  their 
witnesses.  Greenacres,  Dugdall  and  the  other  defendants,  however, 
brought  with  them  two  other  Commissioners,  Sir  Richard  Tempest  and 
Sir  Steven  Tempest,  who  alleged  that  the  School  did  not  come  under 
the  Statutes  for  Charitable  Uses,  as  it  had  special  Governors.  It 
was  agreed  that  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  should  give  their  opinion 
on  this  point  and  the  case,  drawn  by  Mr.  Justice  Walmesley,  was  sent 
to  Lancaster,  where  Mr.  Baron  Alton  decided  that  they  were  not 
special  Governors  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act.  Accordingly,  on 
19th  September,  the  Commission  reassembled  at  Gisburn  ; and  the 
plaintiffs  produced  witnesses  to  prove  the  misdemeanours  of  the  Master 
and  the  other  defendants.  The  Commissioners  refused  to  examine 
these  witnesses,  however ; and  Sir  Steven  Tempest  displaced  the 
plaintiff’s  clerk,  putting  his  own  man  Edward  Grenewood  in  his  place 
and,  after  examining  one  witness  only,  the  Commissioners  went  their 
ways,  leaving  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Ormerod  to  take  the  verdict,  which 
was  given  to  Edward  Grenewood.  On  3rd  October  the  Commissioners 
assembled  again  and  asked  the  jury  for  their  verdict,  but  Grenewood 
was  not  there  so  that  nothing  could  be  done.  Thus  the  date  for  the 
return  of  the  Commission  passed,  after  which  they  could  not  certify 
at  all,  whereupon  Nowell  and  Aspinall  petitioned  the  Lord  Chancellor 
for  a new  Commission.  This  is  of  course  only  one  side  of  the  case  ; 
but  the  account  given  by  witnesses  for  the  other  side  in  1612  is 
unconvincing.  It  is  to  the  effect  that  Mr.  Greenacres  deposed  that 
he  had  no  money  of  the  School  in  his  hands  and  that  then  the  Com- 
missioners made  haste  to  be  gone  ; and  further  that  Mr.  Nowell  said 
that  he  would  not  return  the  Commissioners’  certificate  because  some 
of  them  were  ‘‘  againste  the  goode  of  the  schoole  ”.  Peter  Ormerod 
also  said  then  that  he  had  the  certificate  of  the  Commissioners  in  his 
custody  and  that  there  was  an  order  endorsed  by  them  for  the  pay- 
ment of  £10  to  Mr.  Walbank,  but  whether  it  was  made  by  virtue  of 
the  Commission  or  by  consent  of  the  parties  he  did  not  know. 

Previous  to  this  abortive  Commission  there  had  apparently  been 
some  appeal  to  the  Bishop  of  Chester.  He  had,  of  course,  under  the 
Charter,  power  to  advise  the  Governors  in  making  orders  for  the 
conduct  of  the  School,  though  none  had  been  made  until  about  this 
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time  when,  according  to  Nowell,  Greenacres  and  his  friends  procured 
his  consent  to  certain  orders  upon  their  information,  which  in  his 
(Nowell’s)  submission  was  not  altogether  true. 

As  a result  of  Nowell  and  Aspinall’s  petition.  Letters  of  Com- 
mission dated  27th  November,  1609,  were  awarded  to  the  Bishop 
of  Chester,  Sir  Thomas  Walmesley,  James  Anderton,  Richard  Hesketh  * 
and  Francis  Paslew.f  They  conducted  their  inquiry  at  Mitton  on  9th 
January,  1609/10,  before  a jury  of  sixteen  men,  when  Chr.  Nowell  and 
James  Aspinall  were  examined,  the  other  Governors  refusing  to  depose. 
The  tenants  of  the  School  lands  also  gave  evidence,  except  John 
Topham  of  Addingham  and  George  Crosland,  Vicar  of  Almondbury 
and  farmer  of  the  tithes  there,  who  did  not  appear. 

The  decree  of  this  Commission  was  that  ‘‘  the  School  be  restored 
to  the  lands  that  are  belonging  to  it,  and  let  Hammerton  keep  his 
own  ” ; that  before  Candlemas  next  all  the  School  papers  be  shown 
to  every  Governor  and  an  inventory  made  of  them,  while  in  future 
they  be  kept  in  a chest  with  three  locks  to  be  provided  before  that 
day  by  the  Governors  and  kept  in  an  upper  room  of  the  School-house, 
the  keys  to  be  held  by  “ the  auncyente  Governor,  the  thirde  Governor 
and  the  fifte  Governor  ” ; that  the  elections  of  Giles  Parker  and  Robert 
Walbank  were  illegal ; that  the  election  of  Thomas  Shute  should  be 
void,  he  being  “ under  the  age  of  21  years  which  we  utterly  mislike 
that  a child  should  be  chosen  to  teach  children  ”,  and  a new  Master 
be  chosen  by  the  Governors  before  Michaelmas  next ; that  all  monies 
received  by  the  Governors  or  their  friends  and  not  employed  for  the 
benefit  of  the  School  be  paid,  within  two  months  after  notice  given 
them  by  one  or  more  of  the  Governors,  to  such  of  the  Governors  as 
had  none  of  the  goods  of  the  School  in  their  hands,  and  that  Chr. 
Nowell  be  paid  his  costs  in  the  suit  out  of  such  sums  ; that  in  future 
the  Master  or  Usher  could  be  displaced  by  a majority  of  the  Governors 
upon  sufficient  cause  ; ‘ that  any  vacancy  occurring  on  the  Governing 
Body  was  to  be  filled  within  two  months,  the  new  Governor  not  to 
be  akin  to  any  existing  Governor  ; that  in  the  event  of  the  Governors 
being  equally  divided  in  an  election  it  was  to  be  decided  by  the  most 
ancient  and  grave  men  ” among  them  ; that  no  lease  of  the  School 
property  was  to  be  made  for  more  than  21  years,  nor  without  the  con- 

* Younger  son  of  Sir  Thomas  Hesketh  of  Rufford  and  Martholme  and  brother 
of  Thomas  Hesketh  the  naturalist.  See  Clitheroe  in  the  Seventeenth  Century^ 
pages  214  and  321. 

t No  doubt  he  who  later  became  a Governor  (see  page  74). 
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sent  of  a majority  of  the  Governors,  and  that  all  fines  received  for 
such  leases  were  to  be  employed  to  the  use  of  the  School ; and  that 
orders  for  the  Governors,  Master,  Usher  and  scholars  should  be  made 
in  future  by  a majority  of  the  Governors,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Bishop  of  Chester. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  judgment  of  the  Commission  was  in  every 
respect  in  favour  of  the  plaintiffs  Nowell  and  Aspinall.  It  must  be 
remembered,  however,  that  the  Commissioners  were  apparently  friends 
of  Nowell ; in  fact  Sir  Thomas  Walmesley  was  his  brother-in-law."^ 
For  this  reason  the  Commission  was  boycotted  by  Greenacres  ; and 
it  is  clear  that  it  did  not  constitute  an  impartial  tribunal,  even  though 
its  findings  may  have  been  justified. 

The  decree  of  the  Commission  was  ignored  by  Greenacres  and  his 
friends,  even  after  an  injunction  enforcing  it  had  been  awarded  out 
of  the  High  Court  of  Chancery  on  27th  June,  1610.  Chr.  Nowell 
provided  a chest  with  three  locks  t at  his  own  expense,  but  the  School 
papers  alleged  to  be  in  the  possession  of  his  opponents  were  not  brought 
in.  Instead  of  the  two  Governors  displaced  Nowell  and  Aspinall 
appointed  Thomas  Kendall  and  Thomas  Ryley,  without  the  con- 
currence of  Greenacres  and  Dugdall,  who  afterwards  declared  the 
election  illegal.  The  result  of  the  decree  in  so  far  as  it  affected  Thomas 
Shute  has  already  been  related.  The  Almondbury  rent  for  the  2^ 
years  from  Pentecost  1609,  when  Nowell  had  withheld  the  £10  Os.  lOcZ., 
was  received  by  Greenacres  and  Dugdall.  Of  this  £50  odd,  Green- 
acres said  he  paid  £30  to  Thomas  Shute  in  wages,  the  money  paid 
in  respect  of  his  teaching  after  the  injunction  being  regarded  as  a 
loan,  to  be  returned  if  he  was  not  re-appointed  Master — a truly  euphem- 
istic way  of  saying  that  he  had  ignored  the  decree  of  the  Court.  The 
smaller  rents  for  the  former  Chantry  lands  seem  to  have  been  received 
sometimes  by  one  side  and  sometimes  by  the  other. 

Greenacres,  Dugdall,  Giles  Parker,  Robert  Walbank  and  Thomas 
Shute  exhibited  a Bill  of  Complaint  in  the  High  Court  of  Chancery 
appealing  against  the  decree,  on  the  grounds  that  the  School,  having 
special  Governors  and  Visitor  appointed  by  the  Foundation,  did  not 
come  within  the  Act ; that  the  Act  did  not  give  the  Commission  power 
to  displace  Governors  or  Masters  appointed  according  to  the  Founda- 

* See  page  3. 

t This  chest  was  kept  in  the  School-house  for  many  years,  but  was  after- 
wards removed  to  the  Castle.  It  is  now  back  again  at  the  School — a rough- 
hewn  oak  chest,  bound  with  wrought  iron. 
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tion  ; that  the  order  forbidding  the  election  of  Governors  akin  to 
those  in  being  was  contrary  to  the  Fonndation,  in  that  the  Governors 
named  in  the  Letters  Patent  were  some  of  them  near  relations  ; that 
there  had  been  two  previous  Commissions,  one  from  the  Bishop  of 
Chester  and  one  out  of  the  High  Court,  before  whom  Greenacres  and 
Dugdall  had  cleared  themselves,  but  that  the  findings  of  these  Com- 
missions had  been  suppressed  ; and  that  the  suit  had  been  brought 
by  two  Governors  only,  not  by  a majority  as  required  by  the  Charter, 
and  further  that  it  was  not  in  the  interests  of  the  School,  so  that  Nowell 
should  not  have  his  charges  out  of  School  funds. 

Early  in  1611  Nowell  and  Aspinall  obtained  leave  to  sue  in  forma 
paujperis  and,  besides  putting  in  an  Answer  to  the  Bill  of  their  op- 
ponents, themselves  entered  a comprehensive  BilV^’  naming  as 
defendants  Richard  Greenacres,  William  Dugdall,  Giles  Parker  and 
Robert  W^albank  (Governors)  ; Thomas  Shute  (Master)  ; Thomas 
Parker,  Anthony  Parker  and  Robert  Parkinson  (executors  of  Brian 
Parker)  ; and  John  Topham,  George  Crosland  and  William  Oldfield 
(tenants).  Of  such  of  the  Bills,  Answers  and  Replications  as  are 
extant  to-day,  all  the  charges  of  any  importance,  with  the  defences 
put  up,  have  already  been  dealt  with.  Evidence  was  taken  on  com- 
mission at  various  times  and  places  in  the  course  of  the  next  few  years. 
One  Commission  was  held  at  Great  Harwood  in  the  Spring  of  1611  ; 
another,  against  Brian  Parker’s  executors,  at  Clitheroe  in  the  Summer 
of  1612,  followed  by  one  at  W^halley  the  following  September,  which 
was  renewed  on  7th  April,  1613,  by  an  order  in  Chancery,  because 
some  of  the  tenants  arid  other  witnesses  had  not  appeared  to  depose. 
There  is  also  record  of  a Commission  for  Greenacres  at  Gisburn  on 
23rd  January,  1612/3,  when  it  seems  that  nothing  was  done  as 
only  the  Commissioners  and  twenty-two  witnesses  for  Nowell’s  side 
appeared. 

At  the  first  hearing  of  which  there  is  any  record,  on  21st  Novem- 
ber, 1611,  Counsel  for  the  plaintiffs,  Nowell  and  Aspinall,  submitted 
that  the  defendants  had  put  in  a very  insufficient  Answer  to  the  Bill 
— though  Greenacres  had  confessed  £50  of  the  School  money  in  his 
hands.*  The  matter  was  referred  to  Dr.  Jo.  Hunt,  one  of  the  Masters 
of  the  Court,  who,  in  his  certificate  dated  28th  November,  found 
the  defendants’  Answer  defective  as  touching  the  disposal  of  the  School 
funds.  The  further  Answer  put  in  by  the  defendants  after  this 


This  £50  was,  presumably,  the  2|  years’  rent  received  from  George  Crosland. 
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report  does  not  add  anything  material.  They  denied  having  any 
money  of  the  School  in  their  possession,  except  for  rents  received 
since  the  present  litigation  started.  On  23rd  May,  1612,  Counsel 
for  the  plaintiffs  submitting  that  the  £50  had  not  been  brought  into 
Court,  and  that  by  reason  of  the  mis-employment  of  the  rents  the 
School  was  almost  utterly  decayed,  it  was  ordered  that  the  £50  and 
all  rents  thereafter  falling  due  should  be  paid  to  Mr.  Nowell,  he  first 
becoming  bound  to  the  Court  to  restore  them  if  the  Court  so  ordered  ; 
and  a subpoena  was  awarded  against  the  defendants  to  bring  into  the 
Court,  on  oath,  on  the  first  day  of  the  next  term,  all  writings  they  had 
concerning  the  School.  On  9th  November,  however.  Counsel  for  the 
defendants  submitted  that  Greenacres  had  not  by  his  Answer  con- 
fessed to  the  £50,  and  that  by  his  further  Answer  he  denied  receiving 
any  part  of  this  money  ; and  it  was  ordered  that  Counsel  for  both 
sides  should  attend  in  open  Court  “ this  day  seavenight  ” to  argue  the 
matter,  and  in  the  meantime  all  process  of  contempt  was  stayed.  The 
defendants  apparently  did  not  attend  by  the  time  specified,  and  on 
11th  February,  1612/3,  forasmuch  as  the  sayd  defdts.  have  not  att 
all  geven  any  satisfaccon  therin  to  this  court,  but  do  seeke  to  weary 
the  Complts.  with  their  delay es  ”,  it  was  ordered  that  ‘‘  the  sayd 
50^^  shalbee  brought  into  this  court  this  terme  to  bee  disposed  of  as 
this  court  shall  think  fytt,  an  attaching  to  go  forth  against  the  sayd 
Greenacres  for  the  bringing  in  of  the  same  the  second  day  of  the 
next  terme,  and  to  answear  the  same  contempte.  And  also  that  the 
evidences  of  the  said  schoole  shalbee  this  tearme  brought  into  this 
court  upon  oathe,  or  els  process  of  contempt  to  bee  therefore  taken 
against  the  defdts.”  On  27th  May,  1613,  the  defendants  submitted 
that  all  the  documents  had  been  deposited  in  court,  but  that  they 
ought  not  to  be  “ charged  with  ” the  £50.  It  was,  however,  ordered 
that,  if  they  failed  to  bring  it  in  by  the  following  Sunday,  the  defendants 
should  be  committed  “ to  the  prison  of  the  fleete  ”,  and  the  plaintiffs 
were  ordered  to  peruse  the  papers  brought  in,  before  the  Court  made 
any  order  in  respect  of  them.  After  consideration  of  an  affidavit 
dated  6th  November,  1613,  of  William  Dugdall,  in  which  he  claimed 
that  he  had  delivered  all  the  School  writings  in  his  possession  to  Green- 
acres, who  had  deposited  them  in  Court,  with  the  £50,  it  was  ordered 
(9th  November,  1613)  that  unless  the  plaintiffs  showed  good  cause 
to  the  contrary  by  the  following  Thursday,  Dugdall  should  be  dis- 
charged of  his  attachment  for  contempt.  On  11th  November,  how- 
ever, on  the  submission  of  the  plaintiffs,  he  was  ordered  to  be 
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examined  on  interrogatories,^'  remaining  meanwhile  undischarged. 
Before  effect  was  given  to  this  order  Dugdall  had  started  back  to 
Lancashire,^®  but  he  was  fetched  back  by  a poursuivant  and 
examined  the  following  January.  After  consideration  of  his 
examination  by  Mr.  Thomas  Ridley,  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  Court, 
he  was  discharged,  it  being  considered  sufficient  that  he  had  delivered 
the  papers  to  Greenacres,  relying  on  him  to  bring  them  into  Court. 
Greenacres  brought  in  the  deeds  complained  of,  submitted  himself 
a prisoner  to  the  Fleet  and  was  examined  on  interrogatories  ; where- 
upon, on  22nd  June,  the  matter  was  referred  to  Dr.  James,  one  of 
the  Masters  of  the  Court.  He  reported  that,  though  the  plaintiffs 
were  still  not  satisfied,  yet  they  could  not  charge  him  specifically  with 
any  further  documents,  and  that  he  ought  accordingly  to  be  discharged 
from  his  imprisonment.  In  this  not  very  conclusive  manner  ended 
these  interlocutory  proceedings,  which  had  lasted  for  over  two  years, 
and  in  the  course  of  which  two  of  the  Governors  had  been  attached 
for  contempt,  being  actually  imprisoned  in  the  Fleet — Dugdall  for 
about  two  months. 

Apparently  despairing  of  ever  bringing  the  litigation  to  a successful 
issue,  the  plaintiffs  appealed  to  the  Bishop  of  Chester,  and  with  some 
success,  as  is  shown  by  the  following  letter  : 

“ Right  Reverend  Father  in  God,  our  humble  duties  remembred 
giving  hearty  thanks  to  yo^  Lo^p®  good  endeavours  in  furthering  and 
preserving  so  good  a cause,  whereas  we  are  crediblely  enformed  by 
our  Churchwardens  of  Clytherowe  according  to  certayne  Articles 
delivered  unto  them  att  yo’^  Lopp®  late  visitacon,  they  have  presented 
Richard  Greenacres  now  Governor,  a principall  defendant,  and  greatest 
adversarie  to  our  scholes  cause,  for  a non-communicant  and  his  wife 
Christian  for  a Recusant  together  with  others  of  his  family  likewise 
for  recusancie.  In  respect  wherof  our  humble  suit  is,  that  it  would 
please  your  good  LoPp  to  wryte  your  letters  to  the  Right  Honorable 
the  Lo  : Chancellour  of  England,  and  to  certifie  to  his  honour,  that  the 
said  Richard  Greenacres  with  his  family,  is  backward  and  unsound 
in  Religion,  and  therefore  unfitt  to  be  a governour  of  our  schole,  and 
as  our  Counsell  learned  adviseth  us  is  disabled  by  statute.  And 
further  our  hearty  desire  is  that  in  your  letters  yo*’  Lopp  would  be 
thankfull  to  my  Lo  : Chancellor  for  his  honours  great  care  he  hath 
hadd  for  the  good  of  our  schole,  as  also  for  that  his  honor  was  so 
respective  of  your  Lopp^  motion  made  unto  him  in  our  behalf  for  a day 
of  hearing  of  the  cause,  which  is  granted  and  appointed  to  be  heard 
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now  in  Michaelmas  terme,  and  lastlie  ever  bounden  to  pray  contynually 
for  yo^  Lo^^P®  health  and  welfare,  wee  humblie  take  our  leave. 

Yo^  LoPP*^  in  all  diitie  to  be  Comanded,  the 
Governors  of  the  free  schole  of  Clitherowe 

Clitherowe  Auguste  15 
Anno  domini  1614. 

Xpopher  Nowell 
James  Aspinall 
Thomas  Ryley 
Thomas  Kendall.” 

The  case  was  heard  on  20th  October,  1614,  and  it  was  decreed 
that  the  School  did  come  under  the  Statute  of  Charitable  Uses,  and 
that  the  order  of  the  Commission  at  Mitton  of  January,  1609/10,  should 
stand,  except  that  Giles  Parker  be  re-instated  as  a Governor,  one  of 
the  two  newly  made  Governors  (Thomas  Ryley  and  Thomas  Kendall), 
as  selected  by  the  Governors,  to  stand  down.  Also  it  was  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Governors  whether  men  akin  to  those  in  being  should 
be  elected.  In  view  of  the  facts  that  the  defendants  had  received 
£50  rent  from  George  Crosland  ; that  the  Usher  was  £33  18s.  behind 
with  his  wages  ; that  the  wages  of  the  Master  and  Usher  had  not 
been  increased  since  the  foundation,  apart  from  the  £5  increase  in 
the  Almondbury  rent  made  in  1589,  the  Court  considering  £30  yearly 
for  the  Master  and  20  marks  for  the  Usher  to  be  little  enough  wages  ; 
that  various  sums  of  money  received  by  the  present  and  former  Gover- 
nors, and  also  many  School  books  bestowed  by  benefactors  at  their 
death,  and  School  records,  were  lost ; and  that  by  the  confession  of 
the  defendants  the  School  lands  were  worth  £140  a year  if  they  were 
out  of  lease  ; a Commission  was  awarded  to  Richard  Shirborne,  John 
Lambert  and  James  Anderton,  or  any  two  of  them,  to  inquire  of  their 
value,  so  that  upon  return  of  the  Commission  the  Court  might  make 
order  for  such  increases  of  rent  as  would  pay  the  Master  and  Usher 
the  increased  wages  named,  unless  the  tenants  would  of  their  own 
free  will  make  it  up,  such  tenants  as  were  tractable  to  receive  special 
consideration.  The  Coinmission  was  also  to  examine  the  Governors 
Muth  regard  to  School  money  and  papers  in  their  hands. 

This  Commission  was  executed  at  Long  Preston  on  19th,  20th  and 
21st  January,  1614/5.  Little  information  exists  concerning  it,  apart 
from  a synopsis  of  Aspinall’s  deposition,  a Brief  containing  ex- 
tracts from  this  and  other  depositions,  and  an  account  of  monies 
disbursed  in  connection  with  it  by  Chr.  Nowell  amounting  altogether 
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to  £7  12s.  lid.,  the  main  items  being  for  meals  and  18s.  for  “ drinke 
at  the  Commission  ”.  This  account  forms  part  of  a document 
giving  particulars  of  all  the  money  disbursed  in  the  suits  by  Nowell 
from  Easter  1611  to  Easter  1616.  The  total  reached  £107  18s.  Sd., 
equivalent  at  a conservative  estimate  to  well  over  a thousand  pounds 
nowadays.  As  far  as  can  be  traced  he  did  not  succeed  in  recovering 
any  part  of  this  sum. 

In  May,  1615,  the  depositions  at  Long  Preston,  with  all  the  docu- 
ments in  the  case,  were  sent  to  London,  and  the  litigation  continued 
on  into  the  next  year  in  a desultory  fashion.  The  only  record  of  it  is 
contained  in  Nowell’s  book  of  disbursements.^^  There  was  a decree 
made  in  Trinity  Term  1615,  and  another  hearing  in  Hillary  Term 
1615/  6,  but  neither  these  orders  nor  the  certificate  of  the  Commissioners 
at  Long  Preston  are  extant  now,  and  it  is  not  possible  to  give  any 
further  account. 


CHAPTER  IV 


T first  sight,  in  spite  of  all  the  time  and  money  spent,  little  would 


appear  to  have  been  achieved  by  the  htigation  described  in  the 
previous  chapter,  the  decree  of  October,  1614,  being  only  a compromise. 
Of  the  two  Governors  displaced  in  January,  1609/10,  Robert  Walbank 
had  died  and  Giles  Parker  was  reinstated  in  the  place  of  Thomas 
Ryley,  who  dropped  out  at  this  stage.  The  Governors  were  thus  for 
the  moment  equally  divided ; Chr.  Nowell,  Janies  i\.spinall  and 
Thomas  Kendall  on  the  one  side,  with  Richard  Greenacres,  Wm. 
Dugdall  and  Giles  Parker  on  the  other.  Giles  Parker,  having  sold  his 
estate  at  Horrocksford  in  May,  1618,  ceased  to  possess  the  necessary 
residential  qualification,  while  Richard  Greenacres  died  on  26th 
October,  1618  : they  were  succeeded  respectively  by  Christopher 
Kendall  and  Roger  Leigh.  The  question  of  the  appointment  of 
Governors  akin  to  those  in  being  was  left  to  their  discretion  so  that, 
as  regards  the  Governing  Body,  Nowell’s  side  virtually  lost  their  case. 
Again,  neither  the  money  alleged  to  have  been  misappropriated  nor 
any  document  lost  was  recovered,  saving  a few  papers  of  comparative 
unimportance.  Important  principles  were  however  established  inci- 
dentally with  regard  to  the  management  of  the  School  property.  It 
was  made  quite  clear  that  no  Governor  or  section  of  the  Gover- 
nors could  attempt  with  impunity  to  get  control  of  any  part  of  the 
School  lands  and  administer  it  to  his  and  his  friends’  advantage. 
Moreover  the  decree  provided  a valuable  lever  which  could  be  used 
to  persuade  the  tenants  to  agree  to  leases  more  favourable  to  the 
School. 

Those  papers  relating  to  the  next  few  years  that  are  still  preserved 
are  concerned  with  the  relations  between  the  Governors  and  the  tenants, 
and  the  attempts  to  put  into  execution  the  terms  of  the  decree  in  this 
connection.  While  there  are  signs  that  the  Governors  were  not  always 
working  amicably  together — indeed  this  was  hardly  to  be  expected — 
there  seems  to  have  been  comparative  peace,  or  at  least  no  open 
quarrel,  till  1619.  Chr.  Nowell  made  about  this  time  a thorough 
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survey  of  the  School  property.  There  is,  for  instance,  a paper 
on  which  he  has  jotted  down  the  following  remembrances  ” : 

“1.  A day  of  meeteing  for  the  tennants  to  be  appoynted. 

2.  Expresse  what  houses  and  buildings  is  on  everie  tenemt  and 
what  comons  or  wastes  thereunto  belonging  and  what  comons  is 
improved. 

3.  The  name  of  everie  parcell  of  ground  how  it  doth  abutt  and 
what  it  doth  contayne. 

4.  What  kind  of  wood  and  timber  is  growing  on  everie  tenement. 

5.  Enquire  whether  there  be  any  more  of  the  Chanterie  Landes. 

6.  Enquire  of  the  tyth  barne  att  Almondburie  &c,  of  orchards, 
gardens,  glebes,  dovecoates  &c. 

7.  Remember  to  requyre  a sight  of  Mr.  Crosland  & Robt  Smith 
the^Te  leases  that  yt  may  appeare  what  is  to  expyre  thereof. 

8.  That  the  tennantes  may  not  conceale  any  part  of  theyre  tene- 
mentes  show  them  that  no  more  must  be  putt  in  theyr  next  leasses  but 
such  landes  as  is  now  survayed. 

9.  Enquire  after  what  rent  they  tax  or  gald  and  whether  they  have 
comons  or  stinted  gates  accordingly,  what  free  rentes  or  other  services 
they  pay  and  to  whom  and  att  what  courtes  they  answere  for  the 
scholes  land,  or  how  they  have  been  subiect  or  used  att  the  sayd 
courtes. 

The  tennantes  to  meet  the  xxvth  of  this  instant  October.” 

At  the  foot  of  the  document  are  particulars  of  the  Chantry  lands 
copied  from  the  Charter,  with  a few  notes  indicating  an  attempt  to 
trace  the  property  of  the  Chantry  and  detect  any  cases  of  concealment. 
On  this  same  paper  are  also  entries  of  arrears  of  rent  down  to  Martinmas 
1615,  and  it  was  almost  certainly  written  in  October,  1616,  for  early 
in  1617  new  leases  for  twenty-one  years  were  made  to  John  Mitchell, 
WiUiam  Bulcock,  Thomas  Bulcock,^®  Thomas  Cockshott  and  John 
Hustler ; while  on  9th  May  in  that  year  an  agreement  was 
signed  between  these  tenants  and  all  the  Governors,  to  the  effect  that 
in  three  years’  time  the  leases  would  be  exchanged  for  new  ones  for 
twenty-one  years  without  any  further  consideration  other  than  the 
cost  of  preparing  them — a concession  presumably  made  to  them  as 
good  tenants,  which  was  in  effect  equivalent  to  granting  them  leases 
for  twenty-four  years,  circumventing  the  limitation  of  twenty-one 
years  imposed  by  the  decree.  Two  of  the  leases  made  at  this  time  are 
extant,  and  also  a lease  to  Robt.  Smith  and  Anthony  Johnson  dated 
October,  1618.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  they  reserved  the  same 
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rent  as  those  quoted  in  the  preceding  chapter,  but  the  fines  were  much 
greater — that  on  the  lease  to  Smith  and  Johnson,  for  instance,  being 
as  high  as  £21. 

Further  action  seems  to  have  been  needed  in  the  case  of  Oldfield, 
for  he  was  served  with  a subpoena  to  appear  on  the  eighth  day  of 
the  Michaelmas  Term,  1616,  “ otherwise  the  lands  in  question  would 
be  decreed  against  him  It  was  not  till  11th  November,  1619,  that 
an  agreement  was  reached  between  Counsel  for  the  parties  and 
assented  to  by  William  Nowell,  solicitor  for  the  Governors,  and  Old- 
field, whereby  half  the  tenement  in  question  was  adjudged  to  him  and 
half  to  the  School,  the  Governors  agreeing  to  let  their  half  to  him  for 
21  years  at  a reasonable  rent.  This  was  not  a very  satisfactory  solution 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  School,  for  it  clearly  paved  the  way  to 
concealment  in  future  generations,  and  the  property  was  as  a matter 
of  fact  eventually  lost  to  the  School. 

With  regard  to  the  land  at  Addingham,  a writ  of  attachment  was 
obtained  against  Topham  in  1612,^^  but  there  is  no  record  of  any 
further  proceedings,  and  by  the  end  of  1616  he  had  sold  the  land  to 
Vavasor,  with  whom  the  Governors  were  attempting  to  negotiate,^® 
though  apparently  without  success,  as  the  property  was  never  re- 
covered. 

Steven  Hammerton  would  appear  to  have  paid  no  rent  after  Mid- 
summer 1613,  save  for  one  year’s  rent  of  10s.  to  Giles  Parker  ; and  on 
12th  June,  1619,  a decree  was  obtained  against  him  whereby  he 
was  either  to  surrender  the  land  to  the  School  or  to  pay  the  enhanced 
rent  of  £4  15s. 

It  remains  to  give  some  account  of  the  negotiations  with  Wilham 
Ramsden  and  George  Crosland  during  these  few  years.  Nowell’s 
original  complaint  against  Crosland  was  that  he  had  by  his  neglect 
allowed  Ramsden’ s prescription  to  grow  to  the  detriment  of  the  School, 
and  that  he  had  conspired  with  him  to  conceal  the  true  value  of  the 
Rectory.  The  Governors  were  now  concerned  with  two  points — the 
increase  of  Crosland’ s rent  and  the  recovery  of  the  tithes  in  kind  for 
which  Ramsden  claimed  a modus  ; and  they  were  attempting  to  get 
Crosland  on  their  side  against  Ramsden,  as  witness  the  following  items 
in  some  reminders  for  a Governors’  meeting  on  24th  February, 
1616/7  : ‘‘  Mr.  Crosland  to  be  sent  four  yt  he  may  assigne  Mr.  Rams- 
den’s  portion  to  ye  governors  and  yf  he  wille  not  yf  some  coursse  may 
be  taken  how  to  bringe  him  inne  ”,  and  again  “ Some  are  to  be  ap- 
pointed both  of  the  governors  and  two  others  as  arbitrators  to  deale 
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with  Mr.  Ramsden  and  his  arbitrators  att  the  next  assises  hoklen  att 
A'orke  On  8th  August,  1617,  an  agreement  was  signed  * between 
George  Crosland  of  the  one  part,  and  Richard  Greenacres,  Giles  Parker 
and  Win.  Dugdall,  Governors,  and  William  Nowell  of  the  other,  where- 
by Crosland  was  to  surrender  the  lease  made  to  Kay  at  the  following 
Michaelmas  and  take  a new  one  for  twenty-one  years  at  £10  4s.  more 
rent.  For  this  lease  he  was  to  pay  a fine  of  £100,  half  at  Michaelmas 
and  the  remainder  the  following  Whitsuntide.  The  Governors  were 
to  sue  Ramsden  at  their  own  charges  and,  on  recovery  of  the  tithes 
from  him,  Crosland’s  rent  was  to  be  further  increased  by  £4  10s. 

This  did  not  effect  a settlement,  however,  for  early  in  1619  the 
Governors  entered  a Bill  of  Complaint  in  the  High  Court  of  Chancery 
against  Crosland  and  Ramsden,  among  others.  The  Bill  is  not  extant, 
but  Crosland’s  Answer  — marked  Jurat  28th  September,  1619 — exists 
and  gives  a full  account  of  his  side  of  the  case,  beginning  before  the 
Commission  at  Mitton  of  January,  1609/10.  He  relates  how  he  had 
several  times  given  evidence  before  this  Commission  sat,  and  was 
told  that  it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  attend  at  Mitton,  so  that 
being  very  busy  he  forbore  to  go.  He  mentions  the  Bill  against  him 
of  1611  and  his  Answer,  and  claims  that  at  Whalley  and  again  at  Long 
Preston  he  gave  evidence  proving  that  the  value  of  the  Rectory  was 
nothing  like  that  claimed  by  the  plaintiffs.  After  this  he  was  per- 
suaded by  some  of  the  Governors  and  the  Schoolmaster  to  meet  them 
at  the  assizes  at  A^ork  and  bring  his  lease,  “ which  he  very  simply  did  ”, 
and  was  told  by  their  Counsel  that  it  was  void,  as  also  Ramsden’s 
prescription.  He  was  accordingly  persuaded  to  sign  the  agreement 
already  mentioned,  but  claims  that  several  points  were  omitted  from 
these  articles  to  his  disadvantage — in  that  there  was  only  £50  to  be 
paid  for  the  lease,  the  remaining  £50  to  be  spent  in  action  against 
Ramsden  ; that  in  the  agreement  there  is  no  mention  of  the  advowson 
which  was  included  in  the  old  lease  f ; and  that  it  was  also  agreed,  but 
not  expressed  in  the  articles,  that  at  the  end  of  three  years  he  was  to 
have  the  option  of  exchanging,  without  further  consideration,  for  a 
new  lease  for  twenty-one  years.  Notwithstanding  this  unfair  treat- 
ment he  appeared  at  the  time  appointed  with  £50  borrowed  at  interest, 

* Endorsed  “This  agreement  was  shewed  to  us  at  Mitton  25  Sept  1018,  Hi 
Sherburne  Josias  Lambert.”  These  were  two  of  the  Long  Prest<jn  Com- 
missioners. 

t George  Crosland  himself  was  presented  to  the  Living  by  William  Kay 
under  the  terms  of  this  old  lease.  See  notes  on  pages  18  and  44. 
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ready  to  carry  out  his  part  of  the  bargain,  but  the  Governors  refused 
to  accept  his  money  or  to  honour  the  agreement,  entertaining  ideas 
of  letting  the  Rectory  over  his  head  to  Ramsden  or  someone  else. 
At  the  next  rent  day  the  Governors  would  only  accept  the  old  rent 
from  him,  so  that  he  repaid  the  £50  which  he  had  borrowed,  and  re- 
solved to  rely  on  his  old  lease,  which  his  Counsel  advised  him  was  valid. 
Then  (September,  1618)  he  was  again  summoned  to  answer  before 
Commissioners  at  Mitton  as  to  whether  the  agreement  produced  was 
signed  by  him,  but  was  not  allowed  to  explain  his  side  of  the 
matter. 

Judging  by  a later  action  against  Crosland  by  some  of  the  Gover- 
nors, it  may  be  conjectured  that  Nowell  and  Aspinall,  who  incidentally 
did  not  sign  the  agreement  with  Crosland,  disagreed  with  the  other 
Governors  as  to  the  wisdom  of  going  through  with  the  bargain.  Nowell 
seems  to  have  had  throughout  a much  bigger,  and  no  doubt  exaggerated, 
idea  of  the  value  of  the  Rectory,  putting  it  at  times  as  high  as  £160 
per  annum.  This  was  perhaps  the  ground  of  quarrel  between  the 
Governors  which  held  things  up.  Crosland’ s annoyance  at  the  treat- 
ment meted  out  to  him  is  understandable,  but  on  the  other  hand  it  is 
clear  that  the  terms  of  the  agreement  must  have  been  favourable  to 
him,  or  he  would  not  have  been  so  ready  to  go  through  with  it.  The 
judgment  in  this  suit,  if  it  ever  got  so  far,  is  not  on  record,  but  in  any 
case  these  negotiations  and  actions  concerning  the  School  property 
were  now  put  in  the  shade  by  further  suits  between  the  two  factions 
of  the  Governors. 


On  7th  May,  1619,  Letters  of  Commission  were  issued  from  the 
High  Court  of  Chancery  to  Sir  John  Talbot,*  John  Braddyll,f  William 

* Sir  John  Talbot  of  Salesbury,  born  in  1582,  knighted  at  Lathom  House 
20th  August,  1617  ; married  about  1617  Mary  daughter  of  Sir  Alexander  Barlow 
and  sister  of  William  Barlow,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  Lincoln;  on  22nd  June,  1617, 
he  was  godfather  to  Ralph,  son  of  Sir  Ralph  Assheton,  and  afterwards  the  second 
baronet. 

f John  Braddyll  of  Portfield,  WhaUey  ; great-grandson  of  John  BraddyU, 
the  partner  with  Richard  Assheton  in  the  purchase  of  Whalley  Abbey  estates  ; 
great-grandson  of  Ralph  Assheton  of  Lever. 
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Leigh  clerk,* * * §  Thomas  Parker,t  Sir  Richard  Tempest  X aiul  Thomas 
Heber  § at  the  suit  originally  of  Richard  Greenacres,  prosecuted  after 
his  death  the  following  Autumn  by  his  son  John.  The  Commission 
sat  at  Mitton  on  14th  September,  1619,  and  was  then  adjourned  to  the 
following  January,  on  the  14th  day  of  which  the  Jury  delivered  their 
verdict.®® 

In  order  to  understand  certain  passages  of  this  it  is  necessary  to 
have  some  information  about  Bernard  Emmott’s  successor,  Abraham 
Greene,  who  was  elected  at  Candlemas  1617/8  by  Richard  Greenacres, 
Giles  Parker  and  William  Dugdall.  With  reference  to  his  election 
an  entry  in  Nicholas  Assheton’s  Diary  for  29th  January,  1617/8, 
reads  : I to  Worston.  There  Mr.  Radcliffe  with  Mr.  Greene,  who 
should  be  Schoolmaster  at  Clitheroe  ”.  In  some  Notes  of  Instruction 
for  Counsel  prepared  by  Chr.  Nowell’s  side  with  regard  to  the  present 
Commission  it  is  stated  that  “ ffor  our  schoolle  m^  he  was  not  Lawffulli 
chosen  by  the  gratter  parte  of  governors  accordinge  to  the  Letters 
patents  nether  doth  his  dutte  in  aplienge  his  schollers  also  he  is  of  an 
hotte  stomake  & beattes  manes  Childeren  most  cruelli  & many  boies 
are  taken  ffrom  ye  Schoolle  of  Chtherow  & sent  to  other  schoolles  as 
wilbe  by  ssofficient  witnesses  & we  the  governors  have  ben  tould  hus 
yt  we  shalbe  complained  upon  to  my  Lord  Chaunsellor  for  the  same  ”. 
There  is  record  of  one  pupil  of  Bernard  Emmott  at  Clitheroe  who 

* WiUiam  Leigh,  B.D.,  born  in  Lancashire  ; elected  Fellow  of  Brazenose 
College,  Oxford,  in  1573  ; appointed  Rector  of  Standish  in  1586/7  ; became 
Chaplain  to  Henry  Lord  Derby,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  In  1603,  Mrs.  Mary 
Langton  by  her  wHl  directed  her  trustees,  of  whom  Leigh  was  one,  to  apply 
£300  in  the  purchase  of  land  or  a rent  charge  for  the  endowment  of  a free  School 
in  Standish.  Accordingly  in  1625  a rent  charge  of  £18  per  annum  was  bought 
and  vested  in  Sir  Ralph  Assheton  and  others,  and  Leigh  and  Edward  Rigby 
were  empowered  to  make  statutes  for  the  School.  Nicholas  Assheton,  in  his 
Diary,  records  staying  the  night  at  Portfield  and  going  the  next  day  (Sunday, 
7th  September,  1617)  to  WhaUey  Church  where  Leigh  preached. 

t Thomas  Parker  of  Browsholme  ; Bowbearer  of  the  Forest  of  Bowland, 
brother  of  Roger  Parker,  D.D.,  Dean  of  Lincoln,  and  of  William  Parker,  D.D., 
Archdeacon  of  Cornwall.  The  present  house  at  Browsholme  was  restored  by 
him.  (This  and  the  preceding  three  notes  are  taken  from  Clitheroe  in  the 
Seventeenth  Century.) 

f Sir  Richard  Tempest  knight  of  Bracewell  and  Bolling  Hall,  aged  10  in 
1585  ; Justice  of  the  Peace  ; Sheriff  of  Yorkshire  1622/3  ; buried  at  Bracewell 
21st  April,  1639  (Whitaker,  History  of  Craven). 

§ Thomas  Heber  of  Marton,  baptized  8th  June,  156f) ; Justice  of  the  Peace  ; 
Treasurer  for  Lame  Soldiers,  3 James  I ; buried  at  Marton  7th  February,  1633 
(Whitaker,  History  of  Craven). 
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afterwards  left  and  attended  another  School,  though  whether  he  re- 
moved before  or  after  Emmott’s  death,  and  the  reason  for  his  change 
of  schools  is  not  known.  The  boy  in  question  was  Robert  Lowde  * 
of  Aighton,  Lancashire,  son  of  Edmund  Lowde,  gent.  ; educated  at 
the  schools  at  Clitheroe  and  Bolton  Percy,  Yorks,  under  Messrs. 
Emmott  and  Lowde  ; admitted  at  Caius  College,  Cambridge,  on  24th 
October,  1618,  aged  15  ; sizar  of  Mr.  Ralph  Lowde,  fellow  ; B.A.  1622, 
M.A.  1626  ; Rector  of  Wighton,  Norfolk,  from  about  1640  till  his  death 
31st  January,  1671. 

It  will  be  seen  that  neither  the  Jury  nor  the  Commissioners  upheld 
these  charges  ; though  it  is  quite  clear  from  the  verdict  of  the  latter 
that  the  discipline  of  the  School  was  by  no  means  all  it  might  have 
been.  The  main  points  of  this  verdict  are  : Abraham  Greene  was 
elected  Schoolmaster  by  three  of  the  Governors  at  Candlemas  1617/8, 
and  licensed  by  the  Bishop  of  Chester,  but  that  of  the  £40  3s.  4d.  due 
to  him  at  the  old  rate  up  to  Candlemas  1619/20,  £35  2s.  lid.  was 
unpaid,  besides  £20  further  due  to  him  by  recent  augmentation  ; 
while  the  Usher,  John  Marsden,  was  in  arrears  £14  18s.  6d.  of  his  wages 
of  £5  per  annum  for  eleven  years  ending  about  10th  May,  1620, 
£17  having  been  received  by  him  in  the  previous  two  years  as  against 
£5  by  the  Master.  Of  these  arrears,  some  small  sums,  stated,  were  in 
the  hands  of  the  Governors,  but  that  ‘‘  of  all  other  wee  sale  and  finde 
that  George  Crosland  is  an  obstinate  opposer  against  the'  Schoole  ”, 
in  that  he  owed  to  the  School  up  to  Candlemas  1619/20,  including  the 
new  augmentation,  more  than  £75  4s.  2d.,  besides  £100  fine  ; but 
that  as  George  Crosland  had  refused  to  appear,  they  could  not  in 
some  particulars  fully  certify.  Steven  Hammerton  owed  £7  rent, 
including  one  year  at  the  enhanced  rent  of  £4  10s.  William  Nowell 
had  in  his  hands  £10  due  to  the  children  of  William  Walbank,  late 
Schoolmaster,  which  ought  to  be  paid,  upon  promise  and  Assumpsit 
made  and  given  in  that  behalf  by  the  said  Nowell  ”.  About  a fort- 
night before  the  sitting  of  the  Commission  there  were  taken  from  the 
chest  with  three  locks,  of  which  Chr.  Nowell  had  two  keys  and  the 
Usher  one,  with  the  consent  of  James  Aspinall,  certain  writings — 
including  the  Charter  and  certain  lease  counterparts — shown  before 
the  Commissioners  by  Chr.  Nowell.  Some  complaint  had  been  made 
against  the  Master  for  beating  a boy,  but  the  jury  found  that  ‘‘  the 
said  boye  did  dance  in  time  of  divine  service  in  the  Church  and 


* Venn,  Alumni  Cantab. 
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did  playe  att  Coverpin  * and  therefore  the  said  Master  not 
culpable 

There  is  nothing  in  this  verdict  against  Chr.  Nowell,  neither  is  there 
in  the  depositions  of  Richard  Greenacres,  Abraham  Greene,  Christo- 
pher Nowell,  John  Marsden,  Steven  Haminerton  and  Alexander 
Emmott,  taken  on  14th  September,  1619,  which  contain  nothing  new. 
There  was,  however,  the  following  interesting  address  dated  6rd 
January,  1619/20,  presented  to  the  Commission  from  the  ‘‘  Corporation 
of  Chtherowe  ” : 

The  information  of  the  bailiff  of  the  burgess  and  divers  inhabitants 
of  the  Corporation  of  Chtherowe  unto  the  Commissioners. 

After  our  hearty  commendations  remembered  whereas  we  heard 
that  yourselves  with  others  were  Commissioners  to  incpiire  of  the 
government  and  present  estate  of  the  Free  School  of  Chtherowe  of 
the  Governors  and  Schoolmaster  there  and  that  you  have  power  to 
reform  such  abuses  as  you  find  among  them  &c  and  that  in  our  ob- 
servance the  now  Schoolmaster  Mr  Greene  hath  diligently  laboured 
in  his  vocation  with  good  effect  to  his  scholars  having  divers  ready 
for  the  University  for  which  endeavours  he  hath  hitherto  received 
little  recompense,  not  one  half  year’s  wages  for  two  years’  teaching 
which  is  not  only  a great  discouragement  to  him  but  a prejudice  to 
the  general  good  which  we  should  receive  in  the  education  of  our 
children  ; now  to  complain  of  any  particular  person  we  cannot  but 
we  conceive  the  occasion  to  arise  through  the  distraction  and  ‘ con- 
traietie  ’ amongst  the  Governors  which  we  hope  will  more  plainly 
appear  to  you.  However  our  desire  is  that  by  your  good  means  these 
miscarriages  may  be  redressed  that  we  might  have  the  School  ‘ com- 
forter ’ by  the  Governors  thereof  not  torn  and  racked  asunder  as  is 
suspected  it  will  be  if  this  course  holds,  that  upon  such  reformation 
not  ours  only  but  the  children  of  many  others  in  foreign  parts  might 
receive  the  grounds  of  good  literature  to  our  comfort  the  good  of  the 
Church  and  common  weal.  And  thus  having  imparted  our  desires 

* The  English  Dialect  Dictionary,  edited  by  J.  Wright,  give.s  the  following 
account  of  this  game  : A youngster  deposits  secretly  one  or  any  number  of 
pins  in  the  palm  of  his  hand,  all  the  heads  being  one  way,  and  then  closing  the 
hand  the  pins  are  hid  from  sight.  A companion  is  asked  to  cover  the  same 
with  an  equal  number  of  pins,  and  then  say  ‘ heads  ’ or  ‘ heads  to  points  If 
the  coverer  says  ‘ heads  ’,  and  on  the  hand  being  opened  the  heads  are  all  one 
way,  then  the  coverer  wins  the  lot ; but  if  the  heads  are  ‘ heads  to  points  ’, 
that  is  heads  opposite  to  the  heads  in  the  hand,  then  the  coverer  loses,  unless 
he  has  said  ‘heads  to  points’  (xY.  d*  Q.  (1877),  8th  S.,  viii,  i3()4). 
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hoping  for  your  acceptance  &c  Thomas  Clarke  one  of  the  Bailiffs  of 
tlie  Corporation,  Nicholas  Aspinall,  Henry  Standen,  John  Lawson, 
Adam  Whythead,  William  Heird,  Roger  Dugdall,  William  Patefeild, 
Robert  Dickonson,  Richard  Woode,  William  Lancaster,  Thomas 
Turner,  Thomas  Smith,  Henry  Mercer,  John  Clark,  William 
Herris.” 

On  1st  January,  1619/20,  was  taken  a deposition  by  Roger 
Dugdall,  described  as  yeoman,  aged  49,  concerning  a conversation 
between  Chr.  Nowell  and  James  Aspinall  which  he  had  overheard, 
in  which  they  were  alleged  to  have  said  that  they  must  have  the 
Commission  called  in,  as  there  was  no  need  of  such  ; that  Mr.  Ashton 
could  not  be  a Governor,  being  allied  by  marriage  ; and  that  the 
Master  and  Usher  must  not  have  the  “ augmentations  ” as  there  were 
great  suits  in  hand  for  which  money  was  needed.  The  deponent  also 
said  that  Aspinall  came  to  him  a few  days  afterwards  declaring  that 
Mr.  Nowell  was  very  angry  with  him  for  having  disclosed  this  conver- 
sation, and  asking  him  to  whom  he  had  mentioned  it.  He  replied, 
“ To  the  Schoolmaster  and  Usher  ”,  whereupon  Aspinall  seemed 
mollified,  and  cautioned  him  to  let  it  go  no  further.  Of  this  there  is 
no  corroboration,  and  it  may  have  been  sheer  fabrication,  intended 
perhaps  to  rouse  the  Master  and  Usher  against  Nowell  and  Aspinall. 
On  14th  January  depositions  were  taken  from  certain  of  the 
tenants  as  to  payment  of  rent,  from  William  Walbank  as  to  the  £10 
owing  to  his  namesake,  and  from  Henry  Peele,  Thomas  Peele  and 
Thomas  Wiglesworth  that  Aspinall  had  promised  Mr.  Emmott  £10 
for  his  first  quarter’s  wages  instead  of  the  usual  £5,  as  “ there  was  a 
gratuity  expected,  but  it  came  not  ”. 

By  the  Certificate  of  the  Commissioners  dated  8th  February, 
1619/20,  Chr.  Nowell  was  displaced,  on  the  grounds  that  the  mis- 
management of  the  School  funds  was  due  to  the  quarrels  between  him 
and  Richard  Greenacres,  then  dead  ; further  that  he  was  aged,  im- 
potent and  had  an  impediment  in  his  hearing  and  had,  without  the 
consent  of  the  rest  of  the  Governors,  taken  documents  from  the  School 
chest.  Chr.  Kendall  was  displaced,  being  altogether  unlettered, 
and  hath  no  freehold  at  all,  and  but  a very  mean  estate  in  copyhold  ” ; 
and  Thomas  Kendall,  a man  of  small  estate  and  desirous  of  being 
discharged  from  being  a Governor,  was  also  removed.  It  was  also 
stated  that  there  was  sufficient  evidence  to  displace  James  Aspinall 
“ as  being  a plotter  of  gratuities  for  himself  and  others  out  of  the 
money  belonging  to  the  School  ”,  but  they  left  him,  together  with 
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William  Dugdall  and  Roger  Leigh,  who  was  but  lately  appointed,  to 
carry  on  and  elect  new  Governors. 

They  ordered  George  Crosland  to  pay  the  £175  45.  '2d.  due  to  the 
School  within  two  months  and  to  continue  at  a rent  of  £3(J  05.  Sd.  All 
sums  of  money  received  by  the  Governors  or  others  and  not  used  for 
the  benefit  of  the  School  were  also  ordered  to  be  brought  in  within 
two  months.  The  first  charge  on  this  money  was  to  be  the  payment 
of  the  wages  owing  to  Abraham  Greene,  for  that  it  appeared,  as 
well  by  the  approbation  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  as  of  the 
Bishops  of  Peterborough  and  Chester,  that  he  is  a sufficient  School- 
master ”,  and  that  during  his  two  years  at  the  School  he  “ hath  be- 
haved himself  industriously  and  honestly  ”.  After  this  John  Green- 
acres was  to  have  his  costs  in  the  suit. 

Finally,  as  there  seemed  likely  to  develop  suits  concerning  the 
School  by  gentlemen  of  good  sort  and  ability  ”,  they  advised  that 
such  be  chosen  Governors  as  were  men  of  sufficient  means  and  under- 
standing and  able  to  defend  the  School  from  wrong  ”,  in  which  they 
prayed  the  assistance  of  the  Court. 

Shortly  after  the  return  of  the  Commission,  Sir  Ralph  Assheton,* 
John  Greenacres  and  Richard  Shuttleworth  y were  elected  to  fill  the 
places  of  the  three  Governors  displaced.  The  election  of  the  last 
named  in  March,  1619/20,  is  mentioned  in  the  Shuttleworth  Accounts  : 
‘‘  Spent  by  my  Master  at  Clitherow  when  he  was  chosen  governor  of 
the  free  schole  there  xvi^  ”.  The  three  Governors  displaced,  together 
with  James  Aspinall,  entered  exceptions  to  the  decree  of  the  Com- 
missioners on  precisely  similar  grounds  to  those  advanced  by  their 
opponents  against  the  decree  of  the  Commission  of  January,  1609/10, 
namely  that  the  School,  having  special  Governors  and  Visitor  ap- 

* Sir  Ralph  Assheton  of  Whalley  Abbey  and  Great  Lever;  born  in  1579  ; 
created  a Baronet  in  1620  ; married  his  second  wife,  Eleanor  daughter  of  Thomas 
Shuttleworth  in  1610  ; Out-Baihff  for  Chtheroe  in  1622  and  1623  ; fined  £300 
by  the  Star  Chamber  in  1635  for  various  acts  of  adultery  and  ince.st ; supported 
the  Parhamentary  cause  during  the  Civil  War  ; appointed  a J ustice  of  the 
Peace  under  the  Commonwealth  and  a sequestrator  of  the  estates  of  delinquents  ; 
died  in  October,  1644,  being  buried  at  Whalley. 

t Richard  Shuttleworth  of  Gawthorpe  ; son  of  Thomas  Shuttlewortli  and 
brother  of  Sir  Ralph  Assheton’s  second  wife  ; High  Sheriff  of  Lancashire  in 
1618  and  1638  ; unsuccessfully  contested  the  representation  of  Clitheroe  in  the 
Parliamentary  Election  of  7th  March,  1627/8  ; elected  M.P.  for  Preston  in 
1639/40  and  again  to  the  Long  Parliament  in  the  .same  year;  died  in  June, 
1669,  aged  82.  (This  and  the  preceding  note  are  taken  from  Clitheroe  in  (he 
Seventeenth  Century.) 
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pointed  by  the  Founders,  did  not  come  within  the  Statutes  for  Charit- 
able Uses  ; that  these  Statutes  gave  no  power  to  displace  Governors 
elected  according  to  the  Foundation  ; that  Thomas  Parker,  one  of 
the  Commissioners,  had  some  of  the  School  money  in  his  hands  (as 
executor  of  Brian  Parker)  and  accordingly  was  not  competent  to  be 
a Commissioner  ; that  the  decree  crossed  a former  decree  of  the  Court, 
in  saying  that  by  the  suits  between  Nowell  and  Greenacres  the  funds 
of  the  School  were  mis-employed,  whereas  it  plainly  appeared  by  the 
former  decree  that  they  were  prosecuted  by  Nowell  at  his  own  charges 
for  the  good  of  the  School,  and  that  it  ‘‘  tooke  soe  good  ” as  not  only 
was  a peace  established  among  the  Governors,  but  good  orders  and 
direction  were  given  by  the  decree  for  the  matters  then  complained 
of ; John  Greenacres,  however,  being  “ buisy  ” and  offended  that  he 
was  not  elected  Governor  in  his  father’s  room,  had  prosecuted  the 
present  Commission,  intending  to  have  Nowell  and  others  displaced, 
thereby  preventing  him  recovering  his  costs  in  the  previous  suit,  and 
had  thus,  in  contempt  of  the  former  decree,  seriously  interrupted  the 
steps  that  were  being  taken  for  the  raising  of  the  rents  of  the  School 
lands  ; that  Chr.  Nowell  had  taken  the  Letters  Patent  from  the  School 
chest  with  the  consent  of  three  other  Governors,  having  occasion  to 
show  them  to  the  Commissioners,  and  intending  to  replace  them  when 
the  present  suit  was  ended  ; that  Chr.  Kendall  was  not  unlettered 
and  had  a good  estate  in  copyhold,  though  none  in  freehold,  and  that 
Thomas  Kendall  was  of  good  estate  ; that,  the  Commission  being 
unnecessary,  a hindrance  to  the  School  and  prosecuted  only  for  personal 
motives,  John  Greenacres  ought  not  to  have  his  costs  out  of  the  School 
funds  ; that  the  Commissioners  threatened  the  witnesses  with  in- 
formations of  perjury  and  with  the  pillory  for  deposing  the  truth 
against  the  suggestions  of  Greenacres  ; that  they  did  not  certify  the 
depositions  of  William  Nowell,  John  Witton  and  others,  and  also 
that  they  left  out  part  of  the  jury’s  verdict,  certifying  only  such  as 
tended  to  their  own  purpose  ”,  insomuch  that  two  of  the  Com- 
missioners, Sir  Richard  Tempest  and  Thomas  Heber,  seeing  the  undue 
and  partial  proceedings  of  their  fellow  Commissioners  at  the  first 
hearing  refused  to  take  any  further  part. 

To  these  exceptions  it  was  answered  that  in  the  previous  litigation 
the  displacing  of  Governors  by  a Commission  for  Charitable  Uses  had 
been  upheld  by  the  Court ; that  Thomas  Parker  had  not  at  the  time 
of  the  Commission,  nor  since,  any  money  of  the  School  in  his  hands  ; 
that  the  suit  did  not  cross  the  former  decree,  but  rather  furthered  it. 
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especially  in  the  matter  of  George  Crosland,  which  Chr.  Nowell  had 
not  pursued  to  the  best  advantage,  but  had  vainly  spent  much  of 
the  School  money,  though  he  may  have  been  acting  for  the  good  of 
the  School  prior  to  the  former  decree.  The  charges  concerning  the 
withholding  of  School  documents  by  Chr.  Nowell  and  the  unfitness 
of  the  Kendalls  to  be  Governors  were  re-affirmed.  With  regard  to 
the  alleged  ulterior  motives  of  John  Greenacres,  it  was  claimed  that 
he  was  acting  for  the  good  of  the  School,  in  which  he  was  all  the  more 
interested  because  his  ancestors  were  benefactors  and  principal  pro- 
curers of  the  foundation.  Intimidation  of  witnesses  was  denied,  and 
it  was  claimed  that  all  the  material  facts  deposed  by  Witton  were 
included  in  the  jury’s  verdict,  while  William  Nowell’s  deposition  con- 
cerned a matter  long  since  done  between  Chr.  Nowell  and  the  executors 
of  Walbank,  sometime  Schoolmaster,  for  which  reasons  the  Com- 
missioners thought  neither  of  these  depositions  worth  certifying.  The 
non-attendance  of  Sir  Richard  Tempest  was  said  to  be  due  to  the  foul- 
ness of  the  weather,  Mitton  being  25  miles  from  his  dwelling,  while 
Mr.  Heber  was  stated  to  have  been  sick. 

On  the  petition  of  Sir  Ralph  Assheton  and  other  Governors  these 
exceptions  and  the  answers  thereto  were,  on  12th  June,  1620,  referred 
to  the  consideration  of  Sir  E.  Thelwall  and  Sir  Robt.  Rich  knights. 
In  their  report  dated  4th  July,  1620,  they  refer  the  questions  as  to 
whether  the  School  came  within  the  Statute  and  whether  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Commissioners  extended  to  the  displacing  of  Governors 
to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  because  the  late  Lord  Chancellor  had  already 
given  direction  on  these  points  in  the  previous  suit.  They  certified 
that  they  found  no  proof  of  the  allegation  that  Thomas  Parker  was 
at  the  time  of  the  Commission  indebted  to  the  School.  They  found 
that  Chr.  Nowell  had  prosecuted  the  previous  suit  at  his  own  charges 
for  the  good  of  the  School  and  had  obtained  a decree  ; but  in  the 
matter  of  the  removal  of  the  papers  from  the  School  chest  they  were 
of  the  opinion  that  his  bare  averment  could  not  l)e  accepted  against 
the  certificate  of  the  Commissioners,  and  they  referred  to  the  Court 
whether  this,  together  vdth  his  age  and  deafness,  were  sufficient  to 
displace  Nowell ; and  a like  reference  with  regard  to  Thomas  and  Chr. 
Kendall.  They  considered  that  John  Greenacres  should  be  allowed 
his  costs  if  the  Court  found  that  the  Commission  was  justly  procured. 
Finally,  touching  the  alleged  misdemeanours  of  the  Commissioners 
in  threatening  the  wntnesses  and  in  not  certifying  all  the  depositions 
nor  all  the  verdict,  they  gave  the  opinion  that  these  ought  not  to  be 
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admitted  as  exceptions,  but  that  such  offences,  if  committed,  were 
punishable  in  the  Star  Chamber  or  in  some  other  Court. 

There  is  no  record  of  further  proceedings  in  this  suit  for  the  next 
eighteen  months  until  the  final  order  dated  16th  February,  1621/2, 
the  copy  of  which,  in  Bishop  Bridgman’s  Ledger  Book,  in  the  Diocesan 
Registry  at  Chester,  reads  : 

“ Upon  the  hearing  of  the  matter  this  present  day  before  the  Lord 
Keeper  and  Mr.  Justice  Johnes  (who  assisted  his  Lordship  therein) 
in  the  presence  of  Counsell  on  both  parts  for  and  touching  the  two 
severall  decrees  heretofore  made  for  the  government  of  the  said 
Schoole.  Forasmuch  as  yt  now  appeared  by  the  Foundacon  of  the 
said  Schoole  that  the  Bp  of  Chester  is  thereby  appointed  Visitor  of 
the  said  Schoole  and  oughte  to  determine  and  appoint  how  the  same 
shalbee  governed,  his  LordP  therefore  and  the  said  Mr.  Justice  Johnes 
are  of  clere  opinion  that  the  government  of  this  Schoole  is  not  within 
the  Statute  of  Charitable  Uses  ; but  the  Government  of  the  said 
Schoole  is  allwaies  to  be  directed  by  the  Visitor  thereof  according  to 
the  said  foundacon.  It  is  therefore  ordered  that  the  said  decrees 
shalbe  sett  aside  and  be  of  noe  force  and  that  the  said  parties  shall 
this  Vaccacon  attend  upon  the  now  Lord  Bp  of  Chester  to  the  end 
he  may  consider  of  the  said  Foundacon  and  as  Visitor  of  the  said 
Schoole  allow  or  disallow  of  the  governors  thereof  and  give  such  other 
direcons  for  the  government  of  the  Schoole  and  the  revenues  thereof 
as  hee  in  discretion  or  wisdom  shall  think  fitt  and  make  certificate 
into  this  Court  of  his  proceeding  herin  and  whatsoever  hee  shall  doe 
and  certify  therein  shalbe  corroborated  by  this  Court.” 

Comment  on  this  order,  made  after  twelve  years  of  litigation  under 
the  Statutes  now  declared  inapplicable,  contrary  to  the  ruling  of  a 
previous  Lord  Chancellor,  is  superfluous.  The  Bishop,  John  Bridg- 
man, sent  for  the  Governors,  Master,  Usher  and  the  solicitors  in  the 
suit,  and  on  17th  April,  1622,  they  appeared  at  Wigan  Hall,  Sir  Thomas 
Ireland  pleading  for  Mr.  Nowell  and  the  other  defendants,  with  Mr. 
Wrightington  for  the  plaintiffs.  On  that  day  Thomas  Kendall  re- 
signed his  place  as  a Governor,  and  John  Greenacres  died,  but  “ because 
the  business  would  not  then  be  ended  ” it  was  adjourned  to  the  2nd  May 
following,  when  there  appeared  at  Wigan  Hall  Sir  Ralph  Assheton,  Bt., 
Chr.  Nowell,  Roger  Leigh,  William  Dugdall,  James  Aspinall  and 
Chr.  Kendall.  By  the  Bishop’s  analysis  of  the  position  then, 
Dugdall,  Leigh  and  Aspinall  were  undisputed  Governors,  and  he  had 
to  decide  the  remaining  three  places  between  Nowell  and  the  Kendalls 
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on  the  one  hand  and  Assheton,  Shuttleworth  and  Greenacres  on  the 
other.  Thomas  Kendall  and  John  Greenacres  were  now  ruled  out, 
and  the  Bishop  compromised  by  declaring  Sir  Ralph  Assheton  and 
Chr.  Nowell  both  Governors.  There  remained  but  one  place  to  fill, 
for  which  there  were  the  two  candidates  Chr.  Kendall  and  Ric.  Shuttle- 
worth,  and  in  the  absence  of  the  latter  the  matter  was  deferred.  It 
does  not  appear  that  the  Bishop  ever  gave  a decision  on  this  point, 
and  both  of  these  continued  as  Governors  for  the  next  ten  years. 

The  Statutes  for  the  government  of  the  School  formulated  by 
the  Bishop  on  this  occasion  are  given  in  Appendix  II.  They  will  be 
seen  to  deal  only  with  the  appointment  of  Governors  and  Masters 
and  the  management  of  the  School  property,  and  contain  no  reference 
to  the  internal  life  of  the  School.  Severe  oaths  were  to  be  taken  by 
the  Governors  before  the  election  of  any  new  Governor,  Master  or 
Usher,  and  by  every  Governor  within  eight  days  of  his  election.  Any 
vacancy  among  the  Governors  or  Schoolmasters  was  to  be  filled  within 
nine  weeks  or  the  election  was  to  devolve  on  the  Bishop  of  Chester, 
and  before  the  appointing  of  any  new  Master  or  Usher  the  vacancy 
was  to  be  advertised  in  the  Churches  of  Whalley  and  Clitheroe  at  the 
time  of  di\fine  service.  No  lease  was  to  be  made  for  more  than  ten 
years,  and  the  rent  was  always  to  be  increased  to  at  least  two-thirds 
of  the  full  value  if  the  lands  were  out  of  lease,  and  the  remainder  of 
fine.  Surplus  revenue  after  the  payment  of  the  Master  and  Usher 
was  to  be  devoted  to  the  repair  of  the  School-house  or  the  maintenance 
of  poor  scholars  sent  to  the  University.  On  Midsummer  Day  every 
year  there  was  to  be  a Commemoration  Service  in  the  forenoon  attended 
by  the  Governors,  Masters  and  scholars,  and  afterwards  a dinner  for 
the  Governors,  Masters  and  Preacher,  ten  shillings  being  allowed  out 
of  the  School  funds  for  the  Preacher  and  thirty  shillings  for  the  dinner. 
After  the  dinner  a Receiver  was  to  be  appointed  from  among  the 
Governors  for  the  ensuing  year.  All  leases  of  School  property  were 
to  be  made  on  that  day  in  the  School-house.  Finally  no  Governor 
or  Master  was  to  commence  any  suit  until  the  Bishop  of  Chester  had 
been  consulted,  otherwise  the  cost  of  the  action  was  not  to  be  borne 
out  of  School  funds. 
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None  of  the  Governors  could  now,  by  these  Statutes,  take  further 
action  at  law  ; but  William  Nowell,  not  yet  a Governor,  pursued  the 
matter  of  the  alleged  irregular  dealings  of  the  Commissioners  in  the 
Star  Chamber.  His  Bill  of  Complaint  to  that  Court  dated  3rd 
November,  1623,  states  that  in  about  1601/2  Giles  Colthurst  of  Lower 
Standen  was  seised  in  fee  of  certain  land  in  Lower  Standen,  and  by 
his  will  devised  it  to  Henry  Colthurst  his  eldest  son,  who  was  to  pay 
£160  among  the  younger  children.  In  10  James  I (1612/3)  an  agree- 
ment was  made  between  this  Henry  Colthurst  and  Richard  his  brother, 
with  the  consent  of  their  younger  brothers  and  sister,  Edward,  Samuel 
and  Mary,  on  the  one  side,  and  John  Ingham  their  great-uncle,  and 
William  Nowell  on  the  other,  whereby  certain  of  these  premises,  of 
the  annual  value  of  100  marks,  were  conveyed  to  Ingham  and  Nowell 
in  trust  for  the  use  of  Richard  and  his  heirs  male.  Sir  Ralph  Assheton 
desired  to  get  these  lands  for  himself,  but  was  resisted  by  Nowell  as 
trustee.  Angered  at  this  he  combined  with  John  Braddill  of  Whalley, 
Thomas  Parker  of  Browsholme  and  others  to  bring  a multiplicity  of 
suits  against  Nowell  without  just  cause.  In  particular,  knowing  that 
his  father  Christopher  was  a Governor  of  the  School,  it  was  arranged 
that  Sir  Ralph  should  procure  a Commission  out  of  the  High  Court 
of  Chancery  for  inquiring  into  the  affairs  of  the  School,  naming  John 
Braddill,  Thomas  Parker,  William  Leigh  clerk  and  others  as  Com- 
missioners, intending  thereby  to  provoke  and  disgrace  the  Nowells. 
Before  that  Commission  Chr.  Nowell  produced  witnesses  to  testify 
the  truth  on  his  behalf  and  disprove  the  allegations  made  against  him. 
Of  these  John  Marsden  deposed  that  Chr.  Nowell  could  not  possibly 
have  taken  the  papers  out  of  the  School  chest  without  the  consent 
of  the  rest  of  the  Governors,  as  it  had  three  locks,  the  keys  always 
being  kept  in  the  custody  of  three  of  the  Governors  ; whereupon  the 
Commissioners  threatened  him  with  the  pillory  and  so  terrified  him 
as  to  make  him  retract  his  deposition.  They  also  were  alleged  to 
have  persuaded  Thomas  Wiglesworth,  Henry  Peele  and  Thomas  Peele 
— witnesses  sworn  on  Nowell’s  behaff — to  depose  that  he  had  received 
sums  of  money  belonging  to  the  School  and  had  converted  them  to 
his  own  use,  declaring  that  he  received  them  as  gratuities.  With 
regard  to  William  Nowell’s  evidence  before  the  Commission  touching 
the  ten  pounds  due  to  Walbank’s  executors,  it  was  alleged  that  the 
Commissioners  had,  against  the  will  of  the  jury,  ‘‘  razed  and  blotted 
out  ” two  lines  of  the  verdict,  wherein  were  stated  the  conditions  of 
the  promised  payment — namely  after  the  Master’s  and  Usher’s  wages 
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had  been  increased  and  Chr.  Nowell  had  received  the  £50  costs  allowed 
him  by  the  High  Court  of  Chancery.  By  these  means  and  by  not 
certifying  other  depositions  on  Nowell’s  behalf  they  had  displaced 
him  from  his  Governorship  and  William  Nowell  was  enjoined  to  pay 
the  £10,  whereas  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  alleged  partial  dealings  of 
the  Commissioners,  he  and  his  father  would  have  been  cleared  of  all 
matters. 

Sir  John  Talbot  answered  denying  all  confederacy  and  unlawful 
practices.  Braddill  and  Parker  in  their  Answers  sworn  at  Gisburn 
on  8th  January,  1623/4,  denied  that  the  Commission  was  appointed 
with  the  confederacy  of  Sir  Ralph  Assheton,  asserting  that  he  did 
not  meddle  with  the  affairs  of  the  School  prior  to  his  election  as 
Governor.  They  claimed  that  the  Commission  was  honestly  executed, 
and  denied  threatening  any  of  the  witnesses  or  erasing  any  of  the 
verdict,  ‘‘  saving  that  the  said  Marsden  being  about  to  depose  that 
which  they  were  credibly  informed  not  to  be  true,  they  persuaded  him 
to  remember  himself  and  told  him  the  damage  of  it  if  it  should  appear 
otherwise,  whereupon  he  willingly  retracted  his  former  sayings  ”. 
The  e\ddence  of  Braddill  and  Parker  was  taken  at  Gisburn  on  the 
same  day,  but  contains  nothing  fresh,  except  the  statement  by  the 
latter  that,  after  the  sueing  forth  of  the  Commission  and  before  it  was 
finally  executed,  he  did  with  others  intend  to  displace  Ric.  Greenacres 
and  Chr.  Nowell,  and  did  publish  the  same  to  the  jury,  the  reasons 
being  that  he  thought  they  two  had  through  their  variance  been  the 
cause  of  the  mis-spending  of  the  revenues  of  the  School ; and  Thomas 
Parker’s  deposition  that  he  had  heard  Sir  Ralph  Assheton  divers 
times  angrie  ” with  the  plaintiff,  but  upon  or  for  what  occasion  he 
knew  not. 

The  judgment  in  this  suit  is  unfortunately  missing,  but  from  what 
the  Commissioners  themselves  admit  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  the 
conclusion  that  there  was  something  in  the  allegations  of  tampering 
vdth  the  witnesses.  It  is  at  any  rate  quite  clear  that  the  men  con- 
stituting the  Commission  were  likely  to  form  a very  biassed  tribunal, 
and  it  is  difihcult  to  see  in  the  verdict  of  the  jury  any  justification  for 
the  displacing  of  the  three  Governors,  which  it  would  seem  they  must 
have  been  determined  on  from  the  start.  With  regard  to  the  state- 
ments that  Chr.  Kendall  and  Thomas  Kendall  were  unlettered,  it  is 
interesting  to  notice  that  they  could  at  any  rate  sign  their  names, 
whereas  William  Dugdall  and  Roger  Leigh  always  signed  by  a mark. 
These  men  were,  however,  mere  pawns,  and  the  main  quarrel  was  of 
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course  between  Nowell  and  Greenacres,  who  no  doubt  never  forgave  the 
former  for  the  part  he  had  taken  throughout  in  showing  up  him  and  his 
friends.  There  is  little  doubt  that  Greenacres  had  the  backing  of  Sir 
Ralph  Assheton,  who  became  a Governor  on  the  displacing  of  Nowell, 
and  was  a principal  in  the  subsequent  litigation.  It  seems  unlikely 
that  he  would  have  bothered  with  the  concerns  of  the  School  if  he  had 
not  wished  to  get  at  the  Nowells.  It  cannot  be  taken  as  by  any  means 
proven  that  the  Commission  was  obtained  by  his  confederacy,  though 
all  things  considered  it  seems  not  unlikely.  As  regards  Chr.  Nowell, 
he  seems  as  far  as  can  be  judged  to  have  been  very  obstinate  and 
difficult  to  deal  with.  No  doubt  there  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  whole 
business  some  deep-seated  family  quarrel  that  it  is  not  possible  now 
to  fathom  entirely.  It  is  significant  that  there  is  no  mention  in 
Nicholas  Assheton’ s Diary  of  either  the  Aspinall  or  Nowell  families, 
whom  the  Greenacres  and  their  friends  must  have  regarded  as  definitely 
below  them  in  social  status.  The  fact  that  the  Nowells  were  of  not 
inconsiderable  wealth,  and  of  rising  importance,  served  possibly  to 
increase  the  resentment  with  which  they  were  regarded  by  the  older 
families,  who  ignored  them  as  far  as  possible,  and  objected  strongly 
to  their  intrusion  in  the  affairs  of  the  School,  which  they  doubtless 
looked  upon  as  their  own  prerogative. 


CHAPTER  V 


BRIDGMAN’S  Statutes  were,  given  a fair  start,  well  calculated  to 
prevent  any  further  continuance  of  the  trouble  that  had  hitherto 
dogged  the  School ; and  there  is  no  doubt  that  a little  later  they  were 
of  great  service  in  regulating  the  conduct  of  the  Governors.  Owing, 
however,  to  the  compromise  as  to  the  personnel  of  the  Governing  Body 
and  to  the  fact  that  there  was  no  settlement,  indeed  no  mention,  of 
the  disputes  with  Crosland  and  other  tenants,  dissension  continued 
to  divide  the  Governors  and  hinder  the  progress  of  the  School  for 
another  decade  or  more. 

The  first  Receiver  appointed  under  the  Statutes  was  James  Aspinall, 
whose  accounts  for  the  two  years  ending  at  Midsummer  1624  are 
extant.  The  receipts  for  the  two  years  amount  to  £56  7s.  4f/.,  made  up 
of  Crosland’s  rent  at  £20  Is.  ^d.  per  annum,  and  the  remainder  from 
the  former  Chantry  lands.  Payments  were  as  follows  : 


“To  Abraham  Green  Schoolm^  at  Clitherow  his  two 
years  wages  ended  at  Pentecost  last  past  at  xx'^ 
p)  ann  as  may  appeare  by  fower  severall  acquittances 
in  toto  ........ 

To  Mr.  John  Marsden  the  Usher  here  for  his  two  yeares 
wages  due  ut  supra  at  v^^  p)  ann 
paid  to  the  children  of  Henry  Lawson  deceased  beinge 
due  from  the  governors  to  Ed  Lawson  Clarke  de- 
ceased & given  to  the  said  .Children  by  will 
Allowed  to  James  Aspinall  this  accompP  beinge  money 
that  hee  disbursed  in  a sute  concerninge  the  Schoole 
Longe  since  ....... 

paid  in  Charges  for  last  yeare  ..... 

paid  to  one  that  carried  Lres  to  my  I^o  : Bishopp  of 
Chester  ........ 

paid  to  one  that  went  business  to  the  Schooles  tennt.s 
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paid  in  charges  for  this  yeare  .....  iii* 

paid  to  Andrew  Leaver  for  makinge  the  Accompts  the 

last  yeare.  ........  hi*  iiih^ 

paid  more  to  him  for  this  yeare  ....  hi*  iiii^ 

Sume  paid  liii^^  xii*  vhi'^ 

Rem  liiii*  viii^^ 

Add  hereunto  the  last  Rem  xxihi*  hh'^ 

And  for  Rem  in  the  purse  in  the  chest  Ixxix* 

Itt  is  agreed  that  Sir  Raphe  Asheton  shalbe  collector  of  the  proffitts 
of  the  schoole  for  the  next  yeare  and  therof  shall  give  accompt  at  the 
yeares  end. 

Raphe  Assheton 
Xpopher  Nowell 
Roger  Leigh 
James  Aspinall 
William  Dugdall  ” 

It  may  be  gathered  from  these  accounts  that  the  Master  and  Usher 
were  now  receiving  their  wages  regularly,  and  that  Crosland  was  paying 
his  rent  at  the  old  rate.  There  is,  however,  no  mention  of  any  rents 
received  from  Oldfield  and  Hammerton,  nor  for  the  tenement  at 
Addingham.  It  is  to  be  noticed  that  neither  Chr.  Kendall  nor  Ric. 
Shuttleworth  signed  the  accounts. 

Of  the  seven  men  now  claiming  to  be  Governors  the  first  to  go  was 
Wm.  Dugdall,  who  had  certainly  dropped  out  by  the  end  of  1627,  and 
was  probably  he  whose  burial  on  23rd  July  of  that  year  is  recorded 
in  the  Parish  Register  : “ William  Dugdall  Bur  [Burgess]  Sepult’  ”. 
His  death  left  the  Governors  equally  divided.  Chr.  Nowell  and  his 
friends  apparently  elected  Francis  Paslew  * to  fill  the  vacancy  and 
then,  on  26th  January,  1627/8,  James  Aspinall,  Chr.  Kendall  and 
Francis  Paslew  elected  William  Nowell,  who  took  the  oath  prescribed 
by  the  Statutes  on  the  last  day  of  that  month.®®  He  succeeded  his 
father,  whose  burial  on  23rd  January,  1627 /8,  is  recorded  in  the  Parish 
Register.  Richard  Shuttleworth  resigned  on  30th  April,  1632,^®® 
and  the  other  side,  not  admitting  the  elections  of  Francis  Paslew  and 

* Whitaker,  History  of  Whalley,  in  his  pedigree  of  the  family  of  Paslew  of 
Wiswell,  gives  a Francis  Paslew,  baptized  1559,  died  1641.  Francis  Paslew 
the  Governor  last  occurs  in  the  School  papers  in  1640  and  may  no  doubt  be 
identified  with  the  one  noted  by  Whitaker. 


QUEEN  MARY’S  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL,  CLITHEROE  75 

William  Nowell,  appointed  Roger  Nowell  of  Read,*  Nicholas  CunlilYe  t 
and  Richard  Mercer  ; so  that  there  virtually  existed  then,  ten  years 
after  the  signing  of  the  Statutes,  two  distinct  and  antagonistic  Boards 
of  Governors. 

Retirrning  to  the  suit  against  Crosland  interrupted  by  the  Com- 
mission of  1619/20,  action  could  not  now  be  commenced  against  him 
\\dthout  the  consent  of  the  Bishop  of  Chester  and  accordingly,  early  in 
1623,  his  advice  was  sought  as  to  what  action  should  be  taken  with 
regard  to  Crosland’s  bargain,  Ramsden’s  prescription,  the  half-oxgang 
in  Draughton  in  the  occupation  of  Oldfield,  the  decree  against  Hammer- 
ton,  the  land  in  Addingham  which  Vavasor  had  purchased  from 
Topham  and,  finally,  as  to  whether  the  annual  rents  could  be  diverted 
from  the  Master  and  Usher  to  defray  the  cost  of  suit,  or  whether  this 
expense  must  be  borne  by  the  Governors,  “ as  Nowell  hath  hitherto 
done  for  the  good  of  the  schoole  without  haveinge  allowance  for  the 
same  There  are  brief  comments  by  the  Bishop  of  Chester  on  these 
points  and,  at  the  foot  of  the  document,  a short  note  dated  at  Wigan 
Hall  13th  January,  1622/3,  desiring  the  Governors  to  meet  at  the 
School  on  22nd  January  by  10  o’clock,  “ to  consider  and  resolve 
upon  these  things  and  in  the  meantyme  to  send  to  Mr.  Crosland, 
Mr.  Hamerton,  Mr.  Vavasor,  Mr.  Oldfield  and  whomsoever  els  they 
suppose  doe  wrong  the  school  in  its  inheritance,  and  to  take  their 
answer.  It  may  be  that  an  amicable  confrence  may  compose  all  or 
some  of  these  diffrences  ; if  not  I desire  them  to  meet  me  here  the 
day  after,  before  my  going  to  London,  and  those  gentlemen  also  and 
we  will  labor  a fayr  end  in  peace  or  determine  some  course  for  suit.” 

William  Oldfield  attended  on  22nd  January  and  acknowledged 
that  he  had  half  an  oxgang  of  land  in  his  possession  belonging  to  the 
School.  The  outcome  as  regards  Crosland  is  shown  by  the  following 
letter  to  him  from  the  Bishop  of  Chester  : 


* Roger  Nowell  of  Read  HaU,  baptized  13th  March,  1C05/G  ; aged  58  at  tlie 
Visitation  of  1664 ; buried  25th  May,  1695  (Whitaker).  He  had  left  the 
Governing  Body  by  1636  (see  page  85)  ; was  again  elected  in  March,  1675/6, 
but  refused  to  serve  (see  Appendix  IV). 

t Nicholas  CunUffe,  described  in  1647  as  of  Wycollar,  and  in  document 
106  as  servant  of  Sir  Ralph  Assheton.  He  was  probably  habitually  employed 
by  Sir  Ralph  in  his  business  affairs  and  was  possibly  the  Nicholas  Cunlift'e  of 
Hollins  stated  by  Whitaker  to  have  married  the  daughter  and  heiress  of  Hartley 
of  Wycollar;  sequestrator  for  Lancashire  1643  and  one  of  the  Lancashire 
Committee  1645. 
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“ After  my  liartie  Comendacons 

I have  received  from  one  of  the  governors  of  the  schoole  of  Clitherow 
a coppy  of  an  order  made  at  the  Rolles  the  twentieth  day  of  June  last 
past  betwixt  yourself  and  some  of  the  governors  of  that  schoole,  And 
therefore  (because  it  is  therein  ordered  that  you  shall  accept  of  such 
a lease  from  the  said  governors  as  I shall  allowe  and  thinke  fitt  ; and 
likewise  for  that  I am  requested  by  the  said  Courte,  as  also  in  conscience 
bound  (being  their  Visitor)  to  see  that  the  said  lease  be  made  with 
fitting  covenants  and  reservacons  for  the  good  of  the  said  schoole)  I 
doe  require  you  to  be  with  mee  at  Lever  upon  Satterday  the  twoe  and 
twentieth  of  this  instant  September  by  one  a clock  (at  which  day  and 
place  I have  likewise  admonished  the  said  governors  to  meet  you)  and 
bring  with  you  a draught  of  your  Lease  : that  I and  they  male  peruse 
the  same,  and  take  due  consideracon  theirof.  Allso  that  in  other 
thinges  you  doe  according  to  the  said  order,  that  soe  due  obedience 
maie  be  given  theirunto,  and  peace  for  the  future  established  betvdxt 
you  and  them. 

And  soe  praieing  god  to  blesse  you 

I rest 

Your  verie  Loving  freind 
Jo  : [John  Bridgman]  Cestriens.” 

At  this  meeting  at  Wigan  in  September,  1624,  an  agreement  was 
signed  whereby  Crosland  was  to  surrender  his  old  lease  and  pay  a fine 
of  £100  for  a new  lease  of  the  Rectory,  excluding  the  portion  pertaining 
to  Ramsden’s  prescription,  for  ten  years,  with  the  advowson  of  the 
Vicarage  of  Almondbury  for  the  next  vacancy,  paying  yearly  two- 
thirds  of  the  utmost  improved  value  if  it  were  out  of  lease.  The 
terms  of  the  agreement  were,  however,  never  carried  out,  and  Crosland 
continued  with  his  old  lease  of  forty  years  until  it  expired  in  or  about 
1629  ; and  afterwards,  on  12th  February,  1630/1,  commenced  an 
action  in  Chancery  to  compel  the  Governors  to  grant  him  a new  lease. 

In  the  meantime  William  Nowell  and  his  friends  had  been  making 
further  complaint  to  the  Bishop  of  Chester,  with  the  result  that,  at 
a meeting  at  Bolton  on  11th  November,  1630,  certain  orders  were 
made  by  him  for  the  better  regulating  of  the  School  business.  These 
were  ignored  by  the  opposite  faction  of  the  Governors,  and  further 
representations  resulted.  The  following  petition  of  William  Nowell, 
Francis  Paslew,  James  Aspinall  and  Chr.  Kendall  to  the  Bishop  dates 
from  about  this  time  : 
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“ Humbly  shewinge  that  all  the  governors  of  the  saide  schoole  hade 
notice  accordinge  to  your  Lordshipps  Ire,  But  Sir  Raphe  Assheton, 
Mr  Shuttleworth  and  Mr  Nowell  of  Reade  did  not  meet  in  the  said 
schoolehouse  accordinge  to  the  notice  they  receyved,  yet  howsoever 
your  peticioners  were  all  there.  And  doe  thinke  Roger  Leighe  verie 
unfitt  to  continue  on  the  receywer  of  the  schooles  rents,  not  onely  for 
that  hee  haith  deteyned  in  his  hands  part  of  the  rents,  ever  since  the 
last  rent  daye,  till  the  receipt  of  your  Lordshipps  Ire  : But  alsoe  for 
that  the  Maister  and  Usher  of  the  saide  schoole  by  Reason  theire 
wages  are  not  payed  (as  in  reason  and  conscience  they  oughte  to  bee) 
they  are  forced  to  flee  to  theire  freinds  for  some  releife  for  trueth  itt  is 
they  are  att  want  boteth  of  meate  drincke  and  apparell,  whereby  the 
schoole  is  verie  lykly  to  fale  into  utter  Ruine  and  decaye  yf  some 
speedie  course  bee  not  taken  therein. 

In  tender  consideracon  whereof  maye  itt  therefore  please  your  gooa 
Lordshipp  not  onely  to  call  before  you  Roger  Leighe  that  he  maye 
bee  examined  what  monies  due  to  the  said  schoole  he  haithe  in  his 
hands,  But  alsoe  to  certifie  the  Lord  Keeper  of  the  wrongs  done  to 
the  maister  and  usher  and  that  such  feoffees  as  tender  the  schooles  good 
maye  bee  admitted  in  forma  pauperis  to  follow  suite  againste  Mr 
Crosland  And  that  hee  would  bee  pleased  to  order  that  the  schooles 
rents  maye  bee  payed  in  the  meanetyme  to  suche  a receyver  as  shalbee 
nominated.” 

The  poverty  of  the  Master  and  Usher  described  in  this  petition 
stands  in  sharp  contrast  to  the  state  of  affairs  in  1622,  when  Abraham 
Green  contributed  £1  for  the  recovery  of  the  Palatinate.*  He  would 
then  have  recently  received  the  arrears  of  wages  referred  to  on  page 
62.  Mr.  W.  S.  Weeks  gives  the  following  information  from  the  Clitheroe 
Borough  Records  f : “ In  an  action  in  the  Chtheroe  Borough  Court 
Abraham  Green  of  Clitheroe  was  summoned  to  answer  Edward  Farrer 
in  a plea  for  33/-.  The  plaintiff  stated  that  Abraham  Green,  on  8th 
June,  1626,  at  Chtheroe,  accounted  with  him  and  that  on  that  account 
33/-  was  found  due  from  Green.” — and  again  : “ The  following  present- 
ments at  the  Court  Leet  of  22nd  October,  1629,  show  him  mixed  up 
in  a regular  fracas  : 

‘ Abraham  Greene  for  makeinge  an  affray  and  drawinge  bloode  upon 
the  boddie  of  John  Aspinall. 

* Record  Society,  xii,  68. 

f Clitheroe  in  the  Seventeenth  Century,  pages  148  and  81. 
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George  Page  for  makeinge  an  affray  and  drawing  bloode  upon  the 
boddie  of  Abraham  Green  Scholemaster. 

Robte  Robinson  and  Robte  Craven  for  assault  and  raylinge  upon  Mr 
Abraham  Green  Schoolmaster  of  Cliderowe. 

Amerced  1^’  ” 

The  Bishop’s  reply  to  representations  made  to  him  by  Nowell 
and  Green  is  preserved  among  the  Kenyon  MSS.  and  reads  : 


‘‘  After  my  hearty  comendacons  &c 

I lately  received  informacon  by  one  of  the  governors  of  that  schoole 
of  Clitherowe  that  some  of  you  are  sued  by  Mr  Crosland  for  a lease  of 
Almondbury  and  addresse  is  made  unto  mee  (as  visitor)  for  direccon 
aboute  the  charge  of  that  suite,  because  of  the  statute  concerninge 
expenses  in  that  suite.  Likewise  complaint  is  also  made  unto  mee 
by  the  schoolem’^  (to  whose  use  you  are  intrusted  for  that  revenew) 
that  besides  the  unpaide,  whereof  hee  formerly  complained,  all  his 
wages  due  ever  since  Midsomer  last  are  withheld,  and  no  order  taken 
by  you  for  his  satisfaccon.  I doe  therefore  advise  and  admonish  all 
you  the  governors  to  meet  together  in  that  schoole  upon  this  day  sea- 
night  by  ten  of  the  clock  before  noone  that  some  order  may  bee  taken 
by  joint  consent  for  the  answeringe  of  that  suite  and  satisfaccon  for 
the  Maister. 

And  bee  upon  my  former  Ires  (craving  your  meetinge  with  mee  att 
Boulton  in  November  last  that  some  order  might  bee  taken  for  the 
redresse  of  divers  things  amisse  concerninge  that  schoole)  divers  of 
you  appeared  not,  nor  have  since  mett  and  ordered  those  things,  which 
I then  wrote  of  (as  I am  informed)  to  the  endangeringe  of  the  schooles 
estate,  I have  thought  good  againe  to  let  you  understand  what  was 
concluded  on  att  the  last  meetinge  and  to  that  purpose  I send  you 
here  inclosed  what  was  then  drawne  up  to  bee  sent  unto  you,  which 
may  now  also  bee  some  direccon  for  your  proceedings  att  your  next 
meetinge. 

And  I entreat  and  admonish  you  in  the  feare  of  God  (as  you  ^vill 
avoide  those  judgements  which  you  have  imprecated  upon  yourselves, 
if  you  doe  not  faithfully  performe  that  place  of  governement  in  that 
schoole)  that  you  sette  yourselves  seriously  to  doe  that  which  you  have 
protested  for  the  best  advantage  of  that  schoole  and  the  revenewes 
thereof  or  that  you  relinquishe  your  places  to  others  who  will  more 
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carefully  attend  it  for  which  purpose  I expect  your  answere  within 
three  dayes  after  the  time  of  your  appointed  meetinge. 

And  so  prayinge  god  to  blesse  you  with  that  conscionable  res])ect 
which  befitts  men  in  your  place,  I betake  you  to  the  graces  of  god 
and  rest 

Your  very  lovinge  freinde  and  visitor.” 

Lever  Hall,  25  April  1631. 

The  copy  of  the  orders  drawn  up  at  Bolton,  mentioned  as  enclosed 
with  this  letter,  is  also  among  the  Kenyon  MSS.,  and  reads  : 

‘’1.  That  all  the  charters  evidences  writings  miniments  and  other 
escripts  concerninge  the  schoole  of  Clitherowe  in  the  hands  of  any 
governors  or  any  others  which  can  be  heard  of  and  procured,  shall 
forthwith  bee  called  in,  and  locked  upp  in  the  schooles  chest.  And  a 
faire  booke  of  6 or  8 quires  of  paper  bee  bought  strongly  bound  and 
clasped  wherin  the  charter  of  foundacon  the  statutes  and  all  former 
suites  and  other  businesses,  and  also  future  acts  orders  and  other  things 
concerninge  that  schoole  shalbe  copied  and  transcribed,  which  may 
be  caryed  abroade  to  counsell  or  elsewhere,  that  the  originals  may  bee 
safely  preserved  under  locke  and  key. 

2.  Because  Mr  Crosland  haith  nether  performed  his  first  agree- 
ment for  a lease  of  xxi  yeares  by  payinge  an  £100  fyne  and  £10  yearely 
increase  of  rent  which  hee  was  ordered  and  had  covenented  to  pay 
under  his  hand,  nether  hath  performed  a second  agreement  made  at 
Wigan  in  September  1624  whereby  hee  was  to  pay  £100  fyne,  and 
thereupon  the  governors  were  to  make  him  a lease  for  x yeares  &c 
with  an  advowson  of  the  vicaridge  there  for  the  next  turne  (as  appeares 
by  that  order  and  agreement  under  hand  and  seale,  by  which  hee  also 
was  to  pay  for  rent  yearely  two  third  parts  of  the  utmost  improved 
value  of  the  said  Rectory).  But  hee  hath  not  performed  that  order 
nor  payde  that  fyne,  but  hath  ever  since  (being  aboute  6 yeares) 
received  the  Profits  of  that  Rectory  vdthout  either  fyne  or  encrease  of 
rent.  And  lastly  because  now  beinge  offred,  that  hee  shall  liave  a 
lease  made  him  for  ten  yeares  in  present,  or  for  so  many  yeares  as 
remaine  unexpired  of  that  former  agreement  whicli  hee  haith  this  day 
diverse  times  refused  to  accept  and  saith  peremptorily  that  hee  will 
continue  to  receive  the  profitts  of  the  said  Rectory  hencefortli  and 
yet  pay  neither  fyne  nor  rent  att  all  without  suite  of  la  we. 

Therefore  the  governors  shall  presently  take  order  for  the  ininge 
and  gatheringe  of  the  profitts  of  the  said  Rectory  of  Almondbury  to 
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the  use  of  the  said  schoole,  and  that  former  order  for  his  lease  and 
Advowson  is  nowe  pronounced  absolutely  voide,  and  suite  shalbee 
comenced  against  the  vicar  for  all  the  profitts  due  to  the  Schoole. 

3.  Mliereas  by  divers  reasons  now  alleged  it  appeares  that  the 
prescripcon  which  Sir  John  Ramsden  makes  is  of  no  strength  if  it  bee 
questioned  and  also  there  is  already  an  order  formerly  made  in  Chancery 
for  19  acres  of  laiid  belonginge  to  the  Scoole  for  which  Mr  Hamertons 
tenement  was  ordered  to  pay  yearly  £4  and  odd  money.  And  that  the 
tenements  which  Oldfield  and  Topham  now  or  lately  possessed  do  by 
the  foundacon  belonge  to  that  schoole  and  are  out  of  lease.  And  it 
appeares  that  Mr  William  Nowell  of  Meareley  haith  taken  much 
paynes  in  the  discovery  hereof  and  is  best  acquainted  Avith  the  state 
of  that  schoole  hee  is  therefore  entreated  to  followe  the  said  businesse 
of  the  schoole  without  delay  and  is  to  have  allowance  of  such  necessary 
charges  as  hee  shall  expend  such  as  shall  be  found  just  by  the  Lo  : 
Bpp  of  Chester  and  the  greater  part  of  the  governors. 

4.  Lastly  whereas  diverse  Ires  and  orders  have  beene  sent  and  made 
knowne  unto  the  governors  for  the  dispatch  of  the  premises  and  even 
now  lately  two  speciall  Ires  have  beene  sent  unto  them  to  meet  the 
Lo  ; Bpp  (beinge  visitor  of  that  schoole)  att  Bolton  for  the  effectinge 
thereof,  and  that  few  of  them  have  made  their  appearance  in  person 
or  by  Ire  so  as  nothinge  can  bee  done  for  the  good  of  the  schoole  (to 
which  they  have  solemnly  sworne  to  doe  their  best  endeavors)  There- 
fore they  are  nowe  againe  to  be  admonished  that  they  meet  att  the 
schoole  within  this  fortnight  and  do  their  duties  herein  as  they  respect 
gods  blessinge  upon  them  and  their  posterity  or  that  they  will  leave 
their  places  to  others  who  may  prove  more  carefull  governors  of  that 
schoole,  which  if  they  bee  willinge  to  doe,  let  them  signifie  soe  much 
and  they  shalbee  discharged  accordingly. 

that  the  £14  in  the  receivers  hands  bee  delivered  to  the  schoole- 
maister.” 

George  Crosland’s  side  of  the  case  is  given  in  his  Bill  of  Complaint.®® 
After  a resume  of  the  previous  history  down  to  the  agreement  made 
at  Wigan  in  1624,  he  asserts  that,  being  ready  to  surrender  his  lease 
and  pay  the  fine  of  £100,  he  received  a letter  about  five  days  before 
the  day  appointed  (20th  October,  1624)  from  Sir  Ralph  Assheton, 
“ the  heade  Governor  of  the  Schoole  and  without  whome  the  reste 
could  doe  nothinge  ”,  saying  that  he  had  to  keep  an  audit  for  the 
King’s  rents.  He  promised  to  acquaint  him,  Crosland,  when  he  could 
be  at  leisure  to  take  a survey  of  the  Parsonage  for  apportioning  the 
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rent  and  required  him  to  send  “ the  paper  books  of  the  leases  and 
Advowson  ”,  that  the  Governors  miglit  consider  them  before  they 
were  engrossed,  which  he  accordingly  did.  Eventually,  after  much 
delay,  a survey  was  made  by  a Governor  and  two  others,  one  appointed 
by  the  Governors  and  one  by  the  Bishop,  whereby  it  appeared  that 
the  annual  value  of  the  Rectory  was  £33,  besides  that  pertaining  to 
the  prescription  claimed  by  Ramsden,  “ whereof  the  plaintiff  was  to 
have  the  third  part  for  his  £100,  and  the  School  the  remainder  ” — 
in  his  (Crosland’s)  opinion  a very  good  bargain  for  the  School.  When 
he  came  with  his  money,  however,  on  Midsummer  Dav  1630,  he  was 
put  off  till  the  next  year  “ by  reason  of  somme  yll  disposed  persons  ”, 
whereupon  he  exhibited  his  Bill  for  relief. 

Of  the  six  Governors  named  in  the  Bill,  Sir  Ralph  Assheton, 
Richard  Shuttleworth,  Roger  Nowell,  Roger  Leigh,  Chr.  Kendall  and 
James  Aspinall,  the  first  four  were  willing  to  grant  Crosland  his  lease  ; 
but  Aspinall  and  Kendall  entered  an  Answer  denpng  that  he  had 
ever  made  any  attempt  to  carry  out  either  of  the  bargains  made  with 
him,  with  the  result  that  the  Bishop  had  written  annulling  the  Wigan 
agreement  and  instructing  the  Governors  to  commence  suit  against 
him.  They  alleged  that  Crosland  was  now  withholding  both  the  fine 
and  the  rent,  sueing  the  defendants  with  the  School  money  and,  in  the 
meantime,  taking  the  profits  of  the  Rectory  without  paying  any  rent, 
so  that  the  Master’s  wages  were  unpaid.  They  further  said  that  the 
property  could  be  let  on  terms  much  more  advantageous  to  the  School 
than  those  proffered  by  Crosland. 

On  23rd  February,  1631/2,  the  matter  was  referred  to  Sir  John 
Mychell,^^  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  Court,  who  certified  his  opinion 
on  the  28th  of  that  month  that  Crosland  should  be  given  a lease  on 
the  terms  of  the  Wigan  agreement,  but  paying  an  extra  £50  in  respect 
of  the  seven  years  he  had  continued  at  the  old  rent  since  that  agree- 
ment. On  9th  October,  Counsel  for  Crosland  submitting  that  there 
was  a mistake  in  the  report,  it  was  referred  back  to  him,  the  plaintiff 
to  pay  costs  if  the  report  were  upheld.^®  The  mistake  apparently 
consisted  in  his  misreading  the  value  of  Ramsden’s  modus  as  £43 
instead  of  43s.  His  second  report  was  also  referred  back  on  28th 
November,®®  it  having  been  made  in  the  absence  of  the  defendants,  tlie 
Master  being  misled  by  someone  else  attending  on  him  and  imperson- 
ating the  defendants’  clerk  ! In  his  third  and  final  report,®’  dated 
6th  December,  he  found  that  Crosland  should  have  a lease  at  a rent 
of  £22  10s.  8d.,  two-thirds  of  the  survey,  paying  a fine  of  £100  and 
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£45  Ls.  id.  arrears  of  rent  since  the  expiration  of  the  old  lease,  Rains- 
den’s  tithes  being  excluded  from  the  lease.  On  29th  May,  1633,  the 
report  was  decreed,-’®  the  defendants  having  failed  to  show  cause  to 
the  contrary  after  being  served  with  a subpoena. 

This  lease  was  made  the  following  June  and,  in  the  School 
accounts  made  then  by  Sir  Ralph  Assheton,  Roger  Nowell,  Nicholas 
Cunliffe,  Roger  Leigh  and  Richard  Mercer,  are  entered  inter  alia 
payments  by  Crosland  of  £100  fine  and  £67  12s.  for  three  years’  rent. 
The  Master  and  Usher  were  paid  their  arrears  of  wages,  10s.  was  paid 
for  a sermon  and  30s.  for  a dinner.  Sir  Ralph  Assheton  was  paid  5s. 
“ which  hee  laid  out  of  his  owne  purse  the  last  yere  for  dynners  when 
there  was  not  money  to  pay  ”.  Other  items  were  £1  each  to  Roger 
Kenion  and  John  Holker  gen.  for  surveying  Almondbury,  10s.  to 
Andrew  Leaver  for  making  up  the  accounts  for  several  years  and  7s. 
to  Roger  Leigh  for  expenses  in  going  to  Almondbury  and  to  the  Bishop 
divers  times.  There  was  a balance  left  of  £111  6s.  id.  which  was 
put  into  the  School  chest  and  left  in  the  house  of  Richard  Mercer  of 
Cliderow,  and  he  and  Roger  Leigh  were  appointed  Receivers  for  the 
ensuing  year.  It  is  important  to  notice  that  none  of  the  Governors 
on  the  other  side,  namely  William  Nowell,  Chr.  Kendall  and  Francis 
Paslew  (James  Aspinall  had  died  in  1632)  were  present  on  this 
occasion  ; in  fact  they  had  for  the  time  being  lost  control  completely. 
One  may  hazard  the  guess  that  the  School  chest  was  removed  to 
Mercer’s  house  to  prevent  the  money  falling  into  their  hands. 


One  more  point  that  emerges  from  these  accounts  is  that  the 
Master’s  salary  was  still  £20  Is.  8d.,  while  the  Usher’s  had  been  in- 
creased to  £8  a year.  The  Usher  was  now  Robert  Marsden,  and  from 
an  acquittance  for  £9  Os.  8d.  wages  received  4th  June,  1631,  witnessed 
by  ‘‘  William  Richardson  curatt  of  Cly derow  ” and  Andrew  Leaver, 
it  is  clear  that  he  had  occupied  that  position  since  before  Pentecost 
1630.  There  are  in  the  Parish  Register  two  entries  of  the  burial  of 
a John  Marsden,  one  on  21st  January,  1627/8,  and  the  other  on  13th 
February,  1627/8,  and  one  of  these  was  no  doubt  the  Usher.  The 
will  of  “ John  Parker  als  Marsden  Usher  of  the  Fre  Gramer  Schoole 
in  Clitherow,”  dated  14th  January,  1627/8,  was  proved  at  York  on 
26th  February  following.  His  principal  bequests  were  : 
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“ I wyll  that  a Sermon  be  made  at  the  time  of  my  Hiirial  and  that  the 
preacher  to  have  tenne  shillings  for  his  j)aines. 

To  John  Simpkinson  of  Greenebancke  in  Wyerstlall  in  the  County  of 
Lancaster  £26.13.4  and  all  my  shapen  cloathes  except  of  new  cloake 
of  russett  colour. 

To  my  cozen  Richard  Marsden  of  the  Paile  five  pounds  and  the  said  new 
cloake  of  russett  colour. 

To  the  children  of  the  said  John  Simpkinson  £10  equally  amongst  them 
which  said  sum  is  owing  to  me  by  Bill  from  their  father. 

To  my  cozen  Margaret  Simpkinson  his  wife  13/-. 

To  Thomas  Tempest  John  Tempest  Nicholas  Tempest  and  Ellen  Tempest 
everie  one  of  them  fortie  shillings.* * * § 

To  the  three  daughters  of  my  hoast  Thomas  Turner’s  every  one  of  them 
six  and  eight  pence. 

To  James  Hirde  my  godsonne  10/-. 

To  Henrie  Mercer  my  godsonne  10/-. 

To  my  cozen  j Chrofer  Parkinson’s  children  of  Blindhirste  everie  one  of 
them  six  shillings  and  eight  pence. 

To  Ann  Lea  of  Caton  all  my  bedding  and  one  chiste  standing  in  Ambrose 
Hairst  House. 

To  the  ringers  at  my  Burial  2/6. 

I wyll  that  I be  honestly  brought  home  the  day  of  my  Burial  and  that 
the  poore  shall  have  pennie  doal  on  the  same  day 
The  executors  and  residuary  legatees  were  John  Simpkinson  and  Richard 
Marsden. 

It  is  clear  from  the  will  of  John  Marsden,  Vicar  of  Chipping,  who 
died  in  1589, § that  the  Usher  was  his  illegitimate  son.  In  addition 
to  his  being  residuary  legatee  there  is  the  following  bequest  to  him  : 
“ To  John  Parker,  aliter  Marsden,  my  bastard  sonne,  to  further  him 
to  leareninge  at  the  schoole.”  The  Usher  apparently  had  no  wife  or 
family  living  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  no  doubt  succeeded 
by  the  Robert  Marsden  already  mentioned,  who  would  be  about 

* These  four  were  all  children  of  Robert  Tempest  of  Clitheroe,  who  was 
buried  there  in  April,  1610.  The  youngest  of  the  family,  Helen,  was  baptized 
at  Clitheroe  in  1605  (Colonel  J.  W.  R.  Parker). 

t Richard  Marsden’s  mother  was  Alice  daughter  of  Ldmund  Parkinson  of 
Blindhurst.  See  T.  C.  Smith,  History  of  Chippiny,  pages  242  et  sexp,  for  an 
account  of  the  family  of  Marsden  of  the  Pale. 

i “ Pennie  doal  ” was  a gift  from  the  deceased’s  estate  to  the  poor  attending 
the  funeral.  Id.  each,  the  distribution  of  which  caused  a great  crowd  at  the 
funeral,  and  often  a riot  (E.  Axon). 

§ See  T.  C.  Smith,  History  of  Chipping,  page  87. 
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20  years  old  at  the  time  of  John’s  death.*  The  baptism  of  Robert,  son 
of  Thomas  Marsden,  on  7th  April,  1578,  is  entered  in  the  Clitheroe 
Register.  Robert  the  Usher  had  a son  Thomas  f and  the  recurrence 
of  the  Christian  names  suggests  that  he  was  either  the  son  or  nephew 
of  his  namesake,  and  no  near  relation  of  his  predecessor  in  the  office 
of  Usher.  From  further  receipts  for  salary  it  appears  that  Robert 
Marsden  continued  Usher  until  Michaelmas  1640,^^®  when  one  Roger 
Kenion  took  his  place.  Apparently  Robert  Marsden  left  teaching 
to  succeed  William  Richardson  as  Curate  of  Clitheroe.  Richardson 
certainly  died  about  this  time,  his  will  being  proved  at  Chester  in 
April,  1640,  while  Robert  Marsden  occurs  as  Curate  of  Clitherow 
in  March,  1641,  in  the  Protestation  lists. 

Abraham  Greene  vacated  his  post  as  Master  at,  or  shortly  after. 
Midsummer  1635,  as  witness  the  following  acquittance  dated  9th 
February,  1635/6  : 

“ Receyved  the  daye  and  yeare  above  said  by  mee  Abraham  Greene 
laite  Schoolemaister  of  the  Free  Gramer  Schoole  in  Cliderowe  in  the  Countie 
of  Lancaster  of  Roger  Leighe  one  of  the  governors  of  the  same  schoole 
the  sume  of  nyne  pounds  therteen  shillings  and  ten  pence  of  lawfull  money 
of  England  in  part  of  payment  of  my  wages  due  at  Midsomer  last  I 
saye  receyved 

By  mee  Abraham  Greene  ” 

Testes 

William  Richardson  Clar 
John  Aspinall. 

Other  receipts  for  salary  signed  by  Greene  are  listed  in  Appendix 
III.  He  was  succeeded  by  William  Lickbarrow,  who  states  in  his 
Bill  of  Complaint  referred  to  on  page  89,  that  he  was  appointed 
Master  in  1635.  In  a list  of  Headmasters  of  the  School  prepared, 
apparently,  from  the  School  papers  about  the  middle  of  last  century, 
it  is  stated  that  Mr.  Green  was  absent  in  1635  and  a Mr.  Hall  officiated 
for  him.  The  document  on  which  this  statement  was  based  would 
appear  to  have  been  lost  since  that  list  was  prepared.  William 
Lickbarrow  was  of  Westmorland  and  matriculated,  { a commoner  of 

* Robert  Marsden  was  63  in  January,  1670/1  (Exchequer  Deposition,  Hilary 
Term,  22/23  Chas.  II,  No.  17). 

t See  page  113. 

i Foster,  Alumni  Oxon. 
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Queen’s  College,  Oxford,  on  30tli  October,  1601,  aged  20.  He 
graduated  B.A.  on  Idth  December,  1605,  and  M.A.  30tli  June,  1608. 


Returning  now  to  the  Governors,  it  is  clear  from  the  acquittances 
referred  to  above  that  in  and  after  October,  1635,  the  following  were 
acting : William  Nowell,  Francis  Paslew,  Chr.  Kendall,  Richard 
Mercer,  Roger  Leigh  and  Nicholas  Cunhffe.  Moreover  William  Nowell 
was  Receiver  for  the  year  beginning  Midsummer  1636,  but  died  a 
few  days  before  the  end  of  his  year  of  office,  while  Francis  Paslew 
was  Receiver  for  the  following  two  years.  Sir  Ralph  Assheton  and 
Roger  NoweU  of  Read  do  not  occur  in  any  School  paper  now  preserved 
after  Midsummer  1633,  though  the  former  did  not  die  till  October, 
1644,  nor  the  latter  till  May,  1695.  It  is  in  fact  clear  that,  from  the 
latter  half  of  1635  at  any  rate,  William  Nowell’s  party  had  regained 
control  and,  from  certain  evidence  now  to  be  considered,  it  seems 
likely  that  the  Bishop  of  Chester  had  a hand  in  this  change. 

Among  the  School  papers  is  the  following  undated  petition  of 
Wilham  Nowell,  James  Aspinall,  Francis  Paslew  and  Chr.  Kendall 
to  the  Bishop  : 

“ Sheweth  unto  your  good  LorP  that  whereas  Mr  George  Crosland 
hath  beene  lately  farmer  of  the  parsonage  and  Rectory  of  Almondbury 
by  lease  uppon  the  yerely  Rent  of  and  xx  pence  reserved  by  the 
said  lease  which  said  lease  was  expired  above  five  years  since  and 
the  said  rent  by  him  wrongfully  detayned  from  the  saide  schoole 
although  hee  receives  the  whole  proffitts  and  t}d;hes  thereof  and 
bringeth  a vexacious  suite  against  the  said  governors  by  meanes 
whereof  there  ys  noe  stocke  or  schoole  moneys  in  the  hands  of  the 
said  governors  as  by  oath  made  by  some  of  the  governors  before 
your  LordP  appeareth.  And  that  the  master  of  the  schoole  ys  behinde 
with  his  wages  threescore  pounds  and  a goode  parte  of  the  usher’s 
wages  are  Arere  and  the  said  schoole  in  decay  soe  that  the  said  Maister 
and  usher  are  almost  discoraged  from  doeinge  their  duty  And 
whereas  the  said  Crosland  fayled  in  the  performance  of  the  agreement 
made  before  your  LordP  and  thereupon  the  said  agreement  was 
ordered  by  your  LorP  to  be  voide  and  the  governors  ordered  to  sue 
for  the  proffitts  of  the  said  schoole  which  by  the  statutes  of  the  same 
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schoole  your  peticoners  thinke  by  oath  they  are  bound  to  per- 
forme. 

Maie  it  therefore  please  your  good  LordP  the  premisses  considered 
to  bee  ameanes  unto  the  Right  Honorable  the  Lord  Keeper  that  your 
peticoners  maie  bee  admitted  in  forma  pauperis  to  defende  the  Rights 
of  the  said  schoole  and  to  sue  for  the  same  that  thereby  course  maie 
be  taken  that  the  maister  and  usher  maie  have  their  wages  and  that 
the  schoole  Rights  maie  bee  preserved.” 

From  the  fact  that  Crosland’s  lease  had  been  expired  five  years, 
and  from  the  amount  of  wages  outstanding  to  the  Master  and  Usher, 
it  seems  reasonable  to  fix  the  date  of  the  document  as  early  in  1633, 
between  the  time  of  Dr.  Michell’s  final  report  at  the  end  of  1632  and 
May,  1633,  when  it  was  decreed.  Maybe  the  intention  was  to  com- 
mence a cross  suit  against  Crosland  which,  however,  did  not  materialise 
in  time. 

In  Bishop  Bridgman’s  Ledger  Book  in  the  Diocesan  Registry  at 
Chester,  following  directly  on  the  copy  of  the  Statutes,  are  two 
documents  headed  “ The  Revenues  that  belong  to  this  School  of 
Clitherow  ” and  ‘‘The  Briefs  of  Clitherow  Schoole  They 

both  carry  the  story  down  to  the  signing  of  the  lease  in  1633  and, 
from  the  aspect  of  the  case  presented,  were  clearly  based  on  informa- 
tion supplied  by  Nowell’s  side.  It  seems  certain  that  about  this 
time  the  Bishop  made  a thorough  investigation  of  the  whole  matter, 
being  no  doubt  tired  of  it  and  determined  to  end  the  trouble  once 
and  for  all.  No  doubt  as  a result  of  intervention  by  him.  Sir  Ralph 
Assheton  and  Roger  Nowell  retired  from  the  scene,  when  the  Board 
of  Governors  was  once  more  legitimately  constituted  of  the  six  named 
on  page  85.  The  long  drawn  out  family  feud  that  had  wrought 
such  havoc  in  the  affairs  of  the  School  was  at  last  at  an  end  ; and 
for  the  next  twenty-five  years  the  Governors  seem,  as  far  as  can  be 
gathered,  to  have  worked  amicably  together.  A successor  to  William 
Nowell  was  not  appointed  within  the  nine  weeks  after  his  death  in 
June,  1637,  required  by  the  Statutes  ; so  that  the  election  devolved 
on  the  Bishop  of  Chester,  whose  appointment  of  John  Aspinall, 
after  a preamble  reciting  the  Statute  concerned,  is  couched  in  the 
following  terms  : 

“ Whereas  Wm  Nowell  gent  one  of  the  late  Governors  of  the  sayd 
school  deceased  about  eleven  weeks  last  past  and  the  rest  of  the  said 
Governors  have  not  within  the  compasse  of  the  time  prefixed  so  assembled 
as  aforesaid,  nor  made  eleccon  of  any  Governor  as  I am  certified  by  divers 
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of  the  Governors  under  their  hands  subscribed  to  a peticon,  who  therein 
have  commended  unto  niee  John  Aspinall  of  Standen  gent  for  a man  of 
good  report  generally  amongst  his  neighbors  whose  great  grandfather  was 
one  of  the  first  Governors  made  in  the  foimdacon  and  his  father  long  time 
a Governor  well  known  to  myselfe  to  be  verie  zealous  for  the  good  of  that 
school,  and  himselfe  for  his  honesty,  neighborhood  and  other  fitnes  generally 
desired.  I John  Lord  Bp  of  Chester  having  (according  to  the  sayd  statute) 
made  my  protestation  do  nominate  and  appoint  the  said  John  Aspinall 
to  be  a Governor  of  the  said  school  of  Clitherow  called  by  the  name  of 
libera  schola  grammaticalis  Mariae  reginae  Angliae  in  place  of  the  sayd 
Wm  Nowell.  In  witnes  whereof  I have  hereunto  put  my  hands  and  seal 
the  seventh  day  of  September  Anno  dni  1637. 

Jo:  [John  Bridgman]  Cestriens.” 

The  Board  remained  as  now  constituted  at  any  rate  till  Midsummer 
1640. 


Though  the  dissensions  among  the  Governors  were  now  ended, 
the  trouble  with  the  tenants  was  by  no  means  over.  As  regards 
Almondbury  the  position  was  that  Crosland  had  a lease  for  ten  years 
from  1630  of  all  the  tithes  save  those  for  which  Ramsden  claimed  a 
prescription,  it  being  left  for  the  Governors  to  take  action  in  regard 
to  these  ; and  Ramsden  was  not  paying  even  the  modus  of  43^.  per 
annum.  Crosland  also  had  the  right  of  presentation  of  a new  incum- 
bent at  the  next  vacancy.  Shortly  before  his  death  on  28th  September, 
1636,  he  bequeathed  the  remainder  of  his  lease  of  the  Rectory  to 
his  wife  Mary,  but  the  right  of  presentation  of  the  next  incumbent 
he  demised  to  Sir  John  Ramsden.  On  31st  October,  1636,  the  latter 
presented  John  Crosland,  son  of  George  and  Mary,  who  was  “ by 
Richard,  ArchBp  of  A^ork,  admitted  and  instituted  and  afterwards 
inducted  ”.  Apparently  the  Governors  did  not  accept  the  position, 
as  witness  the  following  petition  from  the  ^Master  to  the  Bishop 
of  Chester  : 

“ Sheweth  that  your  Lo^p  with  the  greater  parte  of  the  governors 
of  the  said  schole  have  consented  and  agreed  that  a suite  commenced 
in  defence  of  the  scholes  rights  should  be  prosecuted  and  managed 
with  the  scholes  monies.  A^ett  your  peticoner  hath  disbursed  3.£  10s 
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in  tliat  cause  and  cannot  gett  his  monies  and  therefore  humblie 
prayeth  your  Lo^pp  will  vouchsafe  to  move  the  said  governors  to  pay 
the  peticoner  his  monies  disbursed  in  the  premisses,  ffor  that  he 
conceiveth  it  to  bee  unconscionable  the  charge  of  suite  or  any  parte 
thereof  should  goe  out  of  the  poore  scholemaisters  purse  it  being  for 
the  good  of  a publicke  schole. 

And  the  peticoner  further  prayeth  you  good  Lo^pp  wilbe  pleased 
to  require  the  said  governors  to  make  choyse  of  an  able  honest  and 
experienced  Atturney  or  sollicitor  to  followe  constantlie  and  carefully 
the  said  suite  commenced  which  with  essoynes  and  delayes  is  much 
prejudiced  And  the  supt  shall  ever  pray  &c.” 

The  petition  is  endorsed  : 

“ Lever  5 Aug  1637. 

The  peticon  is  reasonable  and  just  in  both  particulars  and  therfor 
I wish  the  governors  to  allow  the  petitioner  his  money  so  disbursed 
out  of  the  school  stock  presently  and  to  make  choyse  of  a good 
sollicitor  to  follow  ther  busines. 

Jo:  [John  Bridgman]  Cestriens.” 

Pinned  to  this  paper  is  the  following  account : 

“ Monies  disbursed  by  Will^  Lickbarrow  Scholem^  of  the  Schole 
of  Clitherow  about  a suite  commenced  for  and  in  defence  of  the 
rightes  of  the  said  schole  as  followeth 

first  to  Sir  William  Bell  a Counsellor  for  his  opinion  in  the 

cause  10*' 

it.  to  Richard  Mersden  for  goeinge  to  Yorke  ivith  a VTitt  to  ye 

Coroners  10^ 

it.  for  the  charges  of  a weekes  journey  to  the  Archbishopp  of 

Yorke  with  a presentation  to  the  Vicaridge  of  Almondbury  20® 
it.  for  another  journey  to  Yorke  to  Regester  the  tenderinge  of 
the  said  presentacon,  and  coniinge  by  Allmondbury  to 
enquire  the  worth  of  the  Rectorie  and  Vicaridge  there  23® 

it.  for  Regesteringe  ye  presentacon  6® 

it.  for  the  carridge  of  a letter  to  Mr  Hamerton  to  meete  the 

governors  at  Midsomer  last  12^^ 

Summa  totalis  3£  10®  ” 

In  connection  with  this  matter  an  Order  in  Chancery  is  pre- 
served, dated  19th  January,  13  Chas.  (1637/8),  to  the  effect  that  the 
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Right  Honorable  the  Lord  Keeper  having  been  informed  by  Counsel 
for  the  plaintiffs  (Sir  John  Rainsden  and  others)  “ that  upon  a J^ill 
heretofore  exhibited  into  this  Court  by  George  Croslantl  deceaseil 
against  the  then  Governors  of  the  said  schoole,  there  was  a decree 
made  in  Easter  Terme  9 Caroli  that  the  governors  of  the  said  schoole 
should  make  unto  the  said  George  Crosland  a lease  of  the  Rectorve 
of  Almondburye  in  Com  Ebor  for  . . . yeares  and  also  should  make 
a graunt  unto  him  of  the  next  avoydance  of  the  Viccaridge  there  and 
that  in  pursuance  of  the  said  decree  the  said  governors  did  by  a 
^vriting  under  their  Comon  Seale  in  June  9 Caroli  graunt  amongst 
other  things  the  first  and  next  Advowson  of  the  said  Viccaridge  to 
the  said  George  Crosland  whoe  afterwards  graunted  the  same  unto 
the  pL,  and  the  said  George  Crosland  being  Incumbent  of  the  said 
Vicarridge  died  in  October  12  Caroli  after  whose  death  the  said  pi. 
Sir  John  Ramsden  presented  John  Crosland  Clerke  unto  the  said 
Vicarridge  upon  which  hee  was  inducted,  and  is  in  possession  therof 
under  the  title  of  the  said  Sir  John  Ramsden  who  comes  in  under 
the  said  decree.  But  neverthelesse  thero  being  some  new  governors 
lately  chosen  they  have  brought  a quare  impedit  at  law,  and  endeavour 
to  evict  the  said  John  Crosland  which  being  against  the  decree  of 
the  Court  it  was  prayed  that  the  same  may  be  stayed  by  Injunction, 
It  is  thereupon  ordered  by  his  LoPP  that  the  defendts.  shall  have 
notice  hereof  and  show  cause  by  the  end  of  the  next  Terme  wherefore 
the  said  suit  should  not  bee  stayed  the  same  being  agt  the  decree 
of  this  Court  as  aforesaid.” 

The  following.  April  (1638)  Lickbarrow  petitioned  the  Lord 
Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal,  Lord  Coventry,  for  permission  to  sue 
Ramsden,  Hammerton  and  the  Croslands  in  fornm  pauperis,  which 
was  granted  on  the  23rd  of  that  month,  Mr.  Srt  Henden,  Mr. 
Wrightington  and  Mr.  Bridgman  being  assigned  him  as  Counsel  and 
Mr.  Robinson  as  his  Attorney.  Of  his  Bill,  entered  in  Trinity  Term 
1638,  only  the  wrapper  remains  among  the  School  papers,  but  a 
copy  is  preserved  at  the  Public  Record  Office.  He  gives  an 
account  of  the  history  of  the  proceedings  with  regard  to  the  Almond- 
bury  tithes,  which  he  claims  to  be  worth  £100  per  annum,  apart  from 
those  covered  by  Ramsden’s  prescription,  which  lie  said  were  worth 
£50  or  £60  per  annum.  He  said  that  Crosland  obtained  his  lease 
and  right  of  presentation  of  the  next  incumbent  by  confederacy  with 
some  of  the  Governors — in  his  petition  referred  to  above  he  said  that 
these  had  borrowed  from  Crosland  a great  sum  of  money  upon  bond. 
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either  for  themselves  or  for  one  Nicholas  Assheton,  “ which  monie 
(by  credible  reporte)  was  allowed  them  by  the  lessee  for  a grante 
of  the  next  Advowson  of  the  Vicaridge  and  was  never  accompted 
to  the  Schole  He  also  alleged  that  Stephen  Hammerton  was  in 
arrears  of  his  rent  of  £4  10s.  per  annum  to  the  extent  of  more  than 
£100.  As  a result  of  this  Bill,  Letters  of  Commission  dated  19th 
February,  1639/40,  were  issued  to  Robt.  Benson,  Ric.  Greathead, 
Tho.  Killingbeck,  Ed.  Hanson,  Henr.  Walmesly  and  John  Aspinall 
to  take  the  answers  of  the  various  defendants. 

John  and  Mary  Crosland  in  their  Answers,  taken  at  Wake- 
field on  10th  April,  1640,  before  the  first  three  Commissioners  named 
above,  pleaded  that  they  should  be  sued  by  the  Governors  if  there 
was  any  ground  of  action  at  all,  and  not  by  the  Master  who,  they 
alleged,  was  bringing  the  action  without  the  consent  of  his  “ over- 
seers ”,  and  that  if  he  had  any  grievance  he  should  sue  them.  If 
required  by  the  Court  to  answer,  however,  they  claimed  rightful 
possession,  John  of  the  Vicarage  and  his  mother  of  the  Rectory,  by 
virtue  of  the  various  leases,  agreements  and  orders  already  recounted, 
which  they  recite,  beginning  with  Kay’s  lease  in  31  Eliz.  They  also 
denied  that  the  Vicarage  or  Rectory  were  of  any  such  value  as  was 
pretended  by  Lickbarrow,  and  asserted  that  the  rent  had  always  been 
tendered  when  due,  though  not  always  accepted. 

Even  if  the  lease  of  1633  had  been  obtained  by  the  negligence  and 
confederacy  of  some  of  the  then  Governors,  which  is  not  at  all  unlikely, 
it  is  difficult  to  see  what  case  Lickbarrow  had  now,  and  he  does  not 
seem  to  have  won  his  case  against  the  Croslands,  for  John  Crosland 
continued  Vicar  of  Almondbury  until  his  death  in  June,  1644,  while 
in  1641  Mary  Crosland  executed  a deed  of  attorney  authorising 
her  son-in-law  Nicholas  Greaves,  Clarke,  Parson  of  Tankersley,  to 
sign  and  seal  on  her  behalf  a lease  from  the  Governors  for  ten  years 
in  accordance  with  the  agreements  made  with  her  late  husband  ; 
and  it  would  seem  that  this  lease  was  sealed,  as  in  1647,  several  years 
after  Lickbarrow  had  ceased  to  be  Master,  the  half-year’s  rent  received 
from  Almondbury  by  Richard  Mercer  was  still  only  £11  5^.  4c^. 
On  the  expiry  of  this  lease,  however,  the  rent  seems  to  have  been 
raised,  as  in  1659  the  Governors  received  £40  for  the  year  from 
Godwin  * Crosland.  Moreover  they  seem  then  to  have  been  on  good 
terms  with  Godwill,  for  he  is  referred  to  by  his  Christian  name,  while 

* Contracted  from  ‘ Whatgodwill  an  interesting  example  of  a Puritan 
Christian  name. 
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they  were  consulting  ^\hth  him  as  to  what  steps  to  take  against 
Ramsden. 

Stephen  Hammerton’s  Answer  ^^4  to  Lickbarrow’s  Bill  was  a 
complete  denial  of  all  knowledge  of  any  lands  belonging  to  the  School 
in  his  possession.  It  is  marked  Jurat  13  Feb  1640/1  ”,  when  the 
following  agreement  was  perhaps  confirmed  ; 

Octavo  die  Octobris  1640. 

Mr  Hammerton  is  covenanted  to  passe  the  rents  vdthin  written 
as  feefarme  rents  discharged  of  all  dowers  and  titles  except  one  lease 
yet  in  being  to  the  use  of  Thomas  Wiglesworth  and  Henry  Wigles- 
worth  after  18  yeares  purchase  to  the  ffeoffees  of  the  schoole  of 
Clitherowe  accepting  in  parte  of  painY  100^‘  due  by  the  said  Mr 
Hammerton  for  his  father  to  the  schoole  of  Clitherowe  upon  bond 
and  for  arrears  of  rent. 

And  the  ffeoffees  covenant  to  paie  the  residue  of  the  said  money 
accordinge  to  the  rate  afforesaid  as  followeth  viz.  30^^  where  he  will 
appointe  within  one  twelve  monethes  and  the  residue  of  the  said 
money  after  the  rate  aforesaid  upon  first  receipte  of  the  rents 
accordinge  to  bargaine  and  Mr  John  Hamerton  hath  received  in 
ernest  in  gold  . . . xxii-^ 

Witnes  hereof  John  Hammerton.” 

John  Wilsone. 

On  the  reverse  is  a rental  totalling  £9  155.  4d.,  of  which  items 
amounting  to  £1  15s.  are  scored  through.  The  agreement  was  not 
carried  through  until  1647,  when  Stephen  Hammerton  and  Jolm 
Hammerton  conveyed  to  the  Governors,  in  consideration  of  £162 
of  which  they  acknowledge  receipt,  certain  rents  of  the  total  annual 
value  of  £8  19s.  4d.  Judging  by  the  names  and  amounts  these  were 
among  those  listed  in  the  agreement  quoted  above.  Few  of  the 
School  papers  of  this  period  are  extant  and  there  is  no  account  Tintil 
that  for  the  year  ending  1659,^®^  when  £25  4s.  6d.  was  received  for 
Skipton  and  Hellifield  rents.  Lickbarrow’s  suit  is  the  last  important 
passage  on  record  in  the  long  drawn  out  battle  between  the  School 
and  the  tenants,  from  which  the  School  emerged  with  an  annual 
income  of  £65  4s.  6d. — certainly  not  all  it  might  have  been,  ])ut 
probably  considerably  more  than  would  have  been  the  case  but  for 
the  pertinacity  of  the  Nowell  family  and  their  friends  ; and  few 
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schools  can  have  passed  through  this  period  without  some  loss  to  their 
revenue. 


It  is  clear  from  what  has  already  been  said  that  the  relations 
between  Lickbarrow  and  his  Governors  were  not  of  the  best.  The 
payment  of  the  £3  IO5.  for  which  he  appealed  to  the  Bishop  is  recorded 
in  the  accounts  ^^3  for  the  five  years  ending  Midsummer  1638.  The 
withholding  of  this  small  sum  when  there  was  over  £100  in  the  School 
chest  is  not  easy  to  understand.  The  suit  referred  to  in  his  petition 
was  apparently  commenced  in  the  closing  months  of  the  life  of  William 
Nowell.  After  his  death  it  is  possible  that  the  rest  of  the  Governors 
did  not  want  to  be  bothered,  and  Lickbarrow  may  have  quarrelled 
with  them  on  this  account.  He  received  little  or  no  wages  till  1640, 
though  there  was  ample  money  for  the  purpose  ; indeed,  according 
to  the  accounts  ^^7  for  the  year  ending  Midsummer  1639,  £50  was 
lent  out  on  bond  to  Mr.  Muncke  and  Mr.  Harteley.  In  these  same 
accounts  is  the  entry  : 

Disbursed  in  December  last  for  charge  of  Nycholas 
Cunliffe  Richard  Marcer  Roger  Leigh  & Francis 
Paslew  beinge  to  appeare  personally  at  Chester  at 
the  sutes  of  Mr.  Lickbarrow  and  for  there  fees  there  v^^  v^  iu"^  ” 

It  was  no  doubt  in  connection  with  this  visit  that  the  Governors 
prepared  the  following  document,  ^^3  Bishop  having  perhaps  asked 
for  their  accounts  for  the  previous  five  years  : 

‘‘  The  true  Accompt  of  Nicholas  Cunliffe  Francis  Paslew  Roger 
Leigh  and  Richard  Mercer  four  of  the  governors  of  the  Gramar 
Schoole  of  Clitherow  made  concerning  their  Recipts  and  dis- 
bursemts  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  said  schoole  for  five  years 
ending  at  the  feast  of  St  John  Baptist  last  past 

Imprimis  These  accomptants  doe  say  and  afhrme  that  by  the  statutes 
of  the  said  schoole  the  governors  thereof  are  bound  upon  the  said 
feast  day  of  St  John  the  Baptist  yearly  to  make  choise  of  a receiver 
of  the  rents  and  profits  to  the  said  school  belonging  for  the  yeare 
following,  and  that  the  said  receiver  at  the  end  of  the  yeare  is  to 
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make  his  accompts  for  receipts  and  disbursmts  unto  the  said  governors, 
and  therefore  they  believe  that  they  are  not  bound  Accompt  con- 
cerning the  said  receipts  and  disbursmts  at  least  not  otherwise  than 
by  exhibiting  the  accompts  of  the  said  receivers  in  this  behalf  made 
unto  them  (referring  themselves  to  the  same)  which  these  accomptants 
doe  now  exhibite  in  two  severall  schedules  hereunto  Annexed  for  the 
two  years  ending  at  the  said  feast  last  past.  They  these  accomptants 
say  that  William  Nowell  Late  Governor  and  Receiver  for  the  first 
of  the  said  two  years  departed  this  life  some  few  dayes  before  the 
ending  of  his  yeare,  and  that  hee  could  not  make  his  accompt  according 
to  the  statute  in  that  behalf,  but  his  note  of  receipts  and  disbursmts 
left  behinde  him  hath  been  delivered  to  these  accomptants  by  John 
Nowell  sonne  and  he}Te  of  the  said  William,  and  the  same  are  set 
downe  and  contained  in  the  first  of  the  said  schedules  and  the  Accompt 
of  Francis  Paslew  (one  of  these  accomptants  and  Receiver  for  the 
last  yeare)  hath  beene  made  according  to  their  statutes,  and  a copy 
of  the  same  is  the  second  of  the  said  schedules  herewith. 

Itm.  These  accomptants  doe  say  and  confesse  that  at  the  feast  of 
St  John  Baptist  in  the  yeare  of  our  Lord  god  1636  there  was  in 
the  schoole  chest  the  sume  of  . . . cxxv^^  xix*  ix'^ 

Itm.  These  accomptants  say  that  of  the  said  moneys  there  was 
lent  unto  Thomas  Oddy  upon  good  security  for  the  principall 
interest  in  July  then  following  . . . x^‘ 

Itm.  these  accomptants  further  say  that  other  sumnes  of  money  for 
the  use  of  the  said  schoole  have  beene  delivered  out  of  the  said 
chest  to  the  said  two  receivers,  and  in  the  said  schedules  are  so 
expended  amounting  to  . . . . . L^^ 

Itm.  to  Mr.  Lickbarrow  by  the  directions  of  the  Lo  Bp  of  Chester 
delivered  .......  iifi‘  x* 

Itm.  there  remaineth  in  the  said  chest  at  this  present  lxii^‘  ix'*  ix'^” 

The  trouble,  whatever  it  was,  seems  to  have  been  composed  by 
1640,  for  in  that  year  Lickbarrow  received  £80  arrears  of  wages  and 
also  preached  the  Commemoration  Sermon,  for  which  he  had  the 
usual  105.  The  preacher  the  previous  year  had  been  a man  named 
Burne,  no  doubt  the  William  Bourn  then  Vicar  of  Whalley.  It  was 
a piquant  situation,  especially  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances  just 
related,  for  the  Master  to  preach  this  sermon  which,  according  to 
the  Statutes,  was  to  contain  “ an  exhortation  to  the  said  Governors, 
Master  and  Usher  that  they  will  faithfully  and  diligently  perform 
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their  duties  It  is  clear  that  Lickbarrow  was  in  orders  from  the 
fact  that  he  preached  this  sermon,  as  also  from  the  fact  that  William 
Richardson,  Minister  of  Clitheroe,  with  whom  he  seems  to  have  been 
very  friendly,  by  his  will  dated  3rd  March,  1639/40,  bequeathed  his 
‘‘  best  Cloacke  ” to  “ William  Lickbarrowe,  Clark,  Schoolmaster  of 
the  Free  Gramer  Schoole  at  Cliderowe  ” ; while  the  inventory  of 
Richardson’s  effects  dated  3rd  April,  1640,  includes  a debt  of  15s. 
owing  to  the  deceased  by  Mr.  William  Lickbarrow.  Mr.  W.  S.  Weeks 
also  cites  * the  following  : ‘‘  At  a Clitheroe  Borough  Court  held  on 
16th  August,  1637,  Richard  Crumbleholme  of  Dutton  in  County 
Lancaster  gentleman  was  sued  by  William  Lickbarrow,  Clerk,  for  20^ 
Plaintiff  alleged  that  James,  the  defendant’s  son,  on  20th  June,  1636, 
became  indebted  to  him  in  the  sum  of  20'^  on  a mutual  reckoning, 
and  that  on  the  24th  September  of  the  same  year  the  defendant 
promised  to  pay  it  to  the  plaintiff.” 


The  accounts  for  1640,  showing  these  payments  to  Lickbarrow, 
contain  other  items  of  interest,  and  are  worth  giving  in  full. 

Scola  de  Cliderow  in  Com  Lancaster. 

An  Accompt  of  all  the  profitts  and  rents  belonginge  to  the  saide 
schoole  of  Cliderowe  for  one  whole  yeare  ended  att  the  feast  of  Penti- 
cost  last  past,  made  upp  att  Cliderowe  afforesaide  by  John  Aspinall 
gent  one  of  the  gov’^nors  whose  names  are  subscribed  the  fowre  and 
twentieth  daye  of  June  Anno  Regni  dni  Regis  Caroli  Anglie  &c^ 


decimo  sexto  Annoq  dom  1640. 

£ s.  d. 

Receyved  of  ffrancs  Paslewe  gent  one  of  the  gov^nors  of 

the  said  schoole  of  Cliderowe  79  4 6 

Receyved  of  Godwill  Crosland  att  Martinmas  and  pente- 
cost  last  due  to  the  said  schoole  of  Cliderow  from  the 
rectorie  of  Almonburie  22  10  8 

Receyved  of  Willm  Currer  gent  for  his  whole  yeares  rent  10  8 

Receyved  of  Anthony  Johnson  for  his  whole  yeares  rent  0 16  0 

Reed  of  widdowe  Cockshott  for  her  whole  yeares  rent  0 10  0 

Reed  of  widdowe  Atkinson  for  her  whole  yeares  rent  0 6 8 


* Clitheroe  in  the  Seventeenth  Century,  page  143. 
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£ s.  d. 

Recey\’'ed  of  John  Hustler  for  his  whole  yeares  rent  0 8 8 

Receyved  of  John  Mitchell  for  his  whole  yeares  rent  5 0 0 

Receyved  of  Richard  Moncks  and  Willni  Moncks  for  the 

use  of  xF^  4 0 0 


inde  Totall 

Paide  for  timber  to  the  schoole  & for  carriadge  of  itt 
paide  to  John  Ashton  upon  his  note  for  glass  to  the  schoole 
house 

paide  for  mossinge  the  schoole  house 
Spent  in  goeinge  to  buy  the  timber  for  the  schoole  house 
and  for  faulinge  the  same 

paide  to  Robte  Deane  for  the  wright  worcke  and  for 
spykings 

paid  for  Iron  bands  to  the  dore  and  wdndowe 
paide  for  boards  to  maike  a windowe  lidd  on 
Spent  upon  the  plaisterer  & att  the  ellection  of  Roger  Kenion 
to  bee  Usher 

paide  for  wood  to  bee  rowle  pins 
paid  for  two  loads  of  sand 

paide  for  twentie  loads  of  lyme  stones  to  the  schoole  house 
paide  for  a locke  to  the  chamber  dore 
paid  for  beamefillinge  the  other  chamber  in  the  schoole 
house 

paide  for  a truss  of  strawe  and  for  carriage  of  itt  to  the 
schoole  house 

paid  for  fowTe  stoane  of  heare  and  a halfe  for  the  plaister 
paid  to  Willm  Guest  the  plaisterer  for  his  worcke  at  the 
schoolehouse 

paid  for  carryinge  water  and  house  roome  to  worke  the 
plaister 

paide  to  John  Ashton  for  a cazment  and  for  mendinge  the 
windowes  in  the  Schoolehouse 
paide  for  mossing  the  schoole  house  and  for  getting  moss 
paide  to  Willm  Lickbarrowe  schoolemaster  of  the  said 
Schoole  in  p)t  of  paym^  of  his  wage 
paid  for  an  Iron  chiniley  a fyre  poste  and  a paire  of 
toungs  for  the  use  of  the  schoole  afforesaid 


113  17  *2 

£ s.  d. 
2 0 0 

0 15  6 
0 8 6 

0 1 7 

1 0 6 
0 14 
0 2 6 

0 1 0 
0 1 8 
0 0 4 
0 7 8 
0 2 6 

0 1 10 

0 10 

0 3 8 

1 7 6 

0 3 6 

0 4 10 
vii*  viii'^ 

40  0 0 


0 16  6 
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paide  for  mendinge  the  locke  of  the  schoolehouse  dore 
paid  to  Robt  Marsden  laite  usher 
paid  to  Roger  Kenion  usher  of  the  said  schoole 
paide  to  Mr  Willm  Lickbarrow  for  a sermone 
paid  for  the  dinners  for  the  schoolemasters  gov^nors  and 
others 

paid  to  John  Aspinall  of  Cliderowe  for  wrytinge  this 
accompt  and  other  things 
given  to  Thomas  Aspinall  a Scholler 
paid  to  Willm  Lickbarrow  gent  in  p)t  of  payment  of  his 
wages 


s. 

0 

0 

0 

10 


d. 

8 

0 

0 

0 


1 10  0 


0 1 0 


40  0 0 


Soume  disbursed 


97  4 9 


And  soe  Remaines  16  12  0 

wch  some  is  deliv^ed  over  to  Nicholas  Cunliffe  Receiver  elected  for 
the  nexte  yeare 

Nicholas  Cunliffe 

FRANCS  : Paslew  Christopher  Kendall 

Roger  Leigh  mke  R 
Richard  Mercer  mke  R ” 

It  may  be  verified  that  the  total  of  disbursements  is  not  correctly 
given,  as  without  the  unstated  amount  paid  to  the  scrivener,  John 
Aspinall,  it  comes  to  £98  lls.  3d.  Of  all  the  accounts  preserved 
prior  to  1680,  namely  those  for  the  years  ending  1624,  1633,  1638, 
1639,  1640,  1659,  1661  and  1662,  this  is  the  first  year  in  which  there 
is  any  mention  of  money  spent  on  the  repair  of  the  building,  while 
the  payment  of  Is.  to  Thomas  Aspinall  is  the  only  case  recorded  in 
them  all  of  any  money  given  to  a scholar.  The  present  account  is 
in  fact  the  only  one  that  gives  any  indication  of  a real  attempt  to 
carry  out  the  terms  of  the  Statutes,  according  to  which  any  surplus 
funds  after  the  payment  of  the  Master  and  Usher  were  to  be  employed 
in  the  repair  of  the  School-house  or  in  sending  poor  children  to  the 
University.  It  was  possibly  the  fact  that  the  Bishop  had  just  been 
inspecting  the  accounts  that  was  responsible  for  the  exceptional 
rectitude  displayed  this  year.  A comparison  with  those  for  1659, 
given  in  full  in  the  next  chapter,  shows  a considerable  falling  off 
from  this  standard. 


CHAPTER  VI 


From  1640  on  the  School  entered  into  a far  more  peaceful  phase 
of  its  existence.  There  were  still  from  time  to  time  petty  squabbles 
among  the  Governors,  but  these  never  approached  the  violence  of 
the  dissensions  that  had  at  one  time  threatened  to  wreck  the  School 
altogether,  and  had  hitherto  seriously  interfered  with  the  carrying 
on  of  its  proper  functions.  The  relations  of  the  Governors  with  the 
farmers  of  the  Almondbury  tithes  were  now  stabilised  ; the  long- 
standing quarrel  with  the  Hammertons  of  Hellifield  was  settled.  The 
only  outstanding  bones  of  contention  were  Ramsden’s  prescription 
and  the  tenements  at  Draughton  and  Addingham,  matters  which,  as 
will  be  seen,  still  arose  sporadically  for  discussion  and  action,  though 
nothing  seems  to  have  been  achieved  with  regard  to  them,  and  the 
property  was  finally  lost  to  the  School.  The  Governors,  being  no 
longer  preoccupied  with  costly  suits  in  the  High  Court,  were  able  to 
devote  more  attention  to  the  routine  affairs  of  the  School,  and  there 
is  a great  change  in  the  nature  of  the  documents  preserved,  on  which 
this  history  is  based.  Instead  of  Briefs,  Bills  of  Complaint,  etc., 
there  are  now,  in  steadily  increasing  numbers,  records  of  the  elections 
of  Governors,  Masters  and  Ushers,  receipts  of  the  latter  for  their 
salaries,  leases  of  the  School  lands  and  the  accounts  of  the  Receivers 
appointed  annually  from  among  the  Governors  according  to  the 
Statutes.  The  next  forty  years,  down  to  1680,  from  which  year  the 
accounts  are  complete  right  down  to  the  twentieth  century,  form  a 
transition  period,  during  which  there  are  many  gaps  in  the  records 
and,  indeed,  at  first  rather  a paucity  of  information. 

As  already  noted,  Robert  Marsden  vacated  his  post  of  Usher  at 
Michaelmas  1639,  being  succeeded  by  Roger  Kenyon,  the  son  of 
Richard,  yeoman,  of  Billingford,  Norfolk.  Roger  Kenyon  * was 
born  at  Harpley,  Norfolk  ; educated  at  a private  School  at  Rudham 
imder  Mr.  Robotham  and  was  admitted  sizar,  aged  17,  at  St.  John’s 
College,  Cambridge,  8th  November,  1635.  He  received  his  first 
five  pounds  wages  as  Usher  for  the  half-year  ending  Whitsuntide 
* Venn,  Alumni  Cantab. 
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1640,  being  paid  at  this  rate  up  to  Whitsuntide  1646,  but  for  the 
next  two  years  he  received  £12  a year.  The  last  record  of  him  extant 
among  the  School  papers  is  the  following  acquittance  dated  24th 
June,  1650  : 

“ Memoranda  that  I Roger  Kenyon,  Usher  of  the  ffree  gramer  Schoole 
of  Clitherowe  doe  by  these  p^sents  exonerate  acquitt  & discharge  the 
Gover^'®  of  the  same  schoole  of  all  dues  & areareages  from  my  first  being 
usher  unto  the  day  & year  afforesaide  And  1 doe  likewise  acknowledge 
fiftie  shillings  received  upon  gratuity  over  & above  my  wages  standing 
for  the  p^sent  upon  Mr.  Ric.  Mercer  his  accompt.  In  witnesse  whereof 
I have  hereunto  set  my  hand  the  day  & yeare  afforesaide 

pi  me  Roger  Kenyon.” 

This  marks  the  close  of  his  service  at  Clitheroe,  for  he  was  appointed 
Curate  of  Accrington,  Lancs,  in  June,  1650.  He  was  Curate  of 
Ripponden,  Yorks,  1656-63  (according  to  calumny  he  was  ejected 
in  1662)  ; Vicar  of  Orton,  Westmorland,  1663-1703.  He  died  at  the 
age  of  85,  after  outliving  earlier  reports  of  his  much  wished  for  death,  * 
and  was  buried  at  Orton  14th  February,  1703/4. 

There  is  no  mention  of  Lickbarrow  as  Master  after  Midsummer 
1640,  and  it  is  just  possible  that  the  fact  that  he  preached  the  Com- 
memoration Sermon  on  that  day  may  indicate  that  he  had  then  ceased 
to  hold  office.  What  became  of  him  afterwards  is  not  known,  but 
there  exists  an  acquittance  dated  24th  June,  1649,  in  which  he 
is  described  as  ‘‘  once  Master  of  the  Schoole  ”,  and  acknowledges 
receipt  of  £6  13s.  4d.  ‘‘in  full  discharge  of  what  wages  is  due  unto 
mee  from  the  Governors  ”.  In  the  list  of  Masters  referred  to  on 
page  84  it  is  stated  that  the  post  was  held  by  John  Webster  early 
in  1643.  The  earliest  record  extant  to-day  of  his  Mastership  is  a 
receipt  dated  22nd  August,  1646,  which  reads  : 

“ Receyved  the  daye  and  yeare  abovesaide  by  us  John  Webster  maister 
of  the  free  gramer  schoole  in  Cliderowe  and  Roger  Kenion  usher  of  the 
said  schoole  att  and  by  the  hands  of  John  Nowell  gentleman  one  of  the 
gov^nors  of  the  saide  schoole  and  receyver  of  the  reveynewes  of  the  said 
Schoole  for  the  last  yeare  ended  att  penticost  last  the  sume  of  thirtie 
pounds  one  shillinge  and  eighte  pence  of  currant  English  money  in  full 
satisfaction  of  theire  sev^all  wages  for  the  said  last  yeare.  Wee  saye 
receyved 

By  us 

Jo  Webster 
Roger  Kenion.” 

* See  Brockhanlcs  Journal,  78,  79,  84  etc.  (E.  Axon). 
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That  Webster’s  share  of  this  was  £20  Is.  Sd.  and  the  Usher’s 
£10  is  shown  by  the  following  general  acquittance  dated  24th 
December,  1646  : 

“ that  I John  \Vebster  Schoolemaister  of  the  free  gramer  schoole 
in  Cliderowe  have  receyved  and  had  att  and  by  the  hands  of  the  gov^nors 
of  the  said  schoole  since  my  first  comeinge  to  the  said  schoole  after  the 
raite  of  twentie  pounds  one  shilling  eighte  pence  p)  ann"^  imtill  the  daite 
hereof  whereof  I acknowledge  the  receipt  and  thereof  & of  ev^ie  p)te  & 
p}cell  thereof  I doe  hereby  clearly  & absolutely  acquite  the  said  gov^nors 
and  ev^'ie  of  them  by  theise  p^sents  given  under  my  hand  the  daye  and 
yea  re  first  above  written 

p)  me  Jo  Webster.” 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  Master’s  salary  still  stood  at  the  same 
figure  as  in  1591,  though  the  Usher  was  now  getting  £12  a year 
instead  of  the  £5  he  received  then. 

This  John  Webster  was  a man  of  considerable  intellect,  with  ideas 
in  advance  of  his  age,  and  undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  outstanding 
men  who  have  held  the  Mastership  of  the  School.  He  is  best  known 
for  his  work  published  in  1677,  Displaying  of  Supposed  Witchcraft. 
An  account  of  his  life  has  been  published  by  Mr.  W.  S.  Weeks  in 
two  papers,  from  which  the  following  details  are  taken. 

He  was  born  in  February,  1610/11,  at  Thornton  on  the  Hill  in 
the  Parish  of  Coxwold,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  educated  at 
Cambridge.  He  was  ordained  priest  by  Dr.  Thomas  Morton,  when 
Bishop  of  Durham,  and  about  the  year  1634  he  was  Curate  of  Kild- 
wick  in  Craven,  where  he  detected  a case  of  imposture  in  connection 
with  accusations  of  witchcraft.  He  was,  however,  not  long  there, 
for  it  is  clear  from  his  preface  to  The  Saints'  Guide,  dated  28th  April, 
1653,  that  a change  in  his  religious  views  took  place  about  1635  ; 
while  from  a statement  in  his  Metallograjjhia  it  seems  that  about  this 
period  he  spent  some  time  studying  Chemistry  under  John  Huniades 
(then  living  at  Whitechapel).  He  is  next  heard  of  as  Master  of  the 
School  at  Clitheroe,  as  already  stated.  By  July,  1648,  he  had  ceased 
to  be  Master  and  was  serving  as  a commissioned  officer,  a surgeon, 
in  Colonel  Shuttleworth’s  regiment,  part  of  the  forces  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Army  under  Major-General  Lambert,  engaged  about  Barnard 
Castle  at  the  time  of  the  Duke  of  Hamilton’s  invasion.  The  following 
receipt  no  doubt  marks  the  close  of  his  tenure  of  the  Mastership  : 
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lUh  ffebruary  1647/8. 

Received  of  John  Nowell  of  Litle  Mearley  gentleman  receiv^  for  the  schoole 
of  Cliderowe  the  somme  of  xxiiii^  xiii-^  in  full  discharge  of  all  reckon- 
ings Accompts  and  demaunds  of  me  John  Webster  from  the  Governors 
of  the  Schoole  of  Cliderowe  1 say  received  as  aforesaid  the  somme  of 
xxiiii^  xiii®  viii^ 


Testes 

John  Aspinall. 


Be  mee  Jo  Webster.” 


It  is  possible  that,  like  his  predecessor  William  Walbank,  he  was 
practising  medicine  while  he  was  still  Master  ; and  this  may  account 
for  the  increase  in  the  Usher’s  salary,  as  against  the  Master’s,  to  com- 
pensate him  for  the  extra  work  thrown  on  him.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  should  be  noticed  that  the  salary  of  the  Usher  at  Clitheroe  bore  a 
lower  ratio  to  that  of  the  Master  than  was  usual  at  this  date.  Stowe 
says  * that  the  average  salary  of  Masters  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth 
was  about  £15,  and  that  of  Ushers  about  £10.  Thus  at  Clitheroe 
the  Master’s  salary  at  the  time  of  the  foundation  was  about  the 
average,  while  that  of  the  Usher  was  low  and  some  such  rise  as  took 
place  now  was  only  to  be  expected. 

In  his  introduction  to  Pott’s  Discovery  of  Witches,  James  Crossley 
says  that,  according  to  information  supplied  to  him  from  a manuscript 
source,  “ Webster  recovered  for  the  use  of  Clitheroe  School,  with 
considerable  trouble  and  at  no  small  personal  charge,  an  income  of 
about  £60  per  annum,  which  had  been  given  to  the  School,  but  was 
illegally  diverted.”  This  cannot  be  true,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  in 
1659  the  total  income  of  the  School,  arising  from  sources  which  are 
already  familiar,  namely  the  Rectory  of  Ahnondbury  and  the  Helli- 
field  and  Skipton  rents,  was  £32  12s.  ?>d.  a half-year.  As  far  as  can 
be  traced  now  the  authority  on  which  Mr.  Crossley  rested  can  only 
have  been  a distortion  of  one  of  two  things  : — 

(а)  As  already  stated,  the  conveyance  of  the  rent  charges  that 
finally  settled  the  Hammerton  dispute  appears  to  have  been  made 
in  or  about  1647,  though  there  is  no  evidence  that  Webster  had 
anything  to  do  with  the  completion  of  the  transaction. 

(б)  From  the  School  accounts  for  the  year  1639,  it  seems  that 
£50  was  lent  out  on  the  bond  of  Mr.  Muncke  and  Mr.  Hartley,  of  whom 
the  former  was  apparently  the  borrower  and  the  latter  a surety.  In 
the  account  for  the  year  ending  Midsummer  1640,  there  is  an 

* English  Grammar  Schools  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 
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entry  of  £4  received  of  Richard  Moncks  and  William  Moncks  for  the 
use  of  £40.  Clearly  £10  of  the  loan  had  been  repaid,  and  a fresh 
bond  obtained  with  a new  surety.  The  debt  was  still  owing  in  June, 
1647,  and  the  Governors  were  then  taking  steps  for  its  recovery,  as 
witness  the  following  letter  : 

“ Richard  Mercer,  I cannot  come  to  daye  but  I have  sent  you  by  my 
cozen  Midgley  such  schoole  rents  as  are  come  to  my  hands  to  witt 
Almondbiirie  xi^^  iiii'^'j 

Anthonie  Johnson  xxvi®  viii'^  ^ xiii^^  iii*  viii^ 

Widowe  Cockshute  xi*  viii^^  j 

I have  likewise  sent  you  the  writt  against  munckes  wch  I praye  you  p)cure 
served,  thene  for  these  2 dayes  itt  cost  mee  in  brenkinge  upp  & of  a speciall 
messenger  to  Yorke  xii*.  if  Henrie  AValmsley  bee  att  Clitherowe  I praye 
you  paye  him  towards  the  writt  xx®  & thus  in  hast  I rest 

yo^s  Nicholas  Cunliffe  ” 

June  24iA  1647. 

Richard  Mercer  was  presumably  Receiver  for  the  year  ending 
that  day.  There  is  a note  at  the  foot  of  the  letter  in  a different  hand 
from  the  text,  “ pd  to  Mr  Nowell  for  the  ballives  fees  for  servinge  the 
writt  viiT  ”,  apparently  a memorandum  made  by  Mercer.  On 
another  paper  which  undoubtedly  dates  from  this  year  are  a 
number  of  items  ‘‘  disbursed  by  Rich  Mercer  since  his  accompt  ”, 
among  them  the  following  : 

‘‘  Imprimis  laide  oute  att  our  meetinge  att  colne  iiii* 

paid  to  Mr  Cunliff  att  the  same  tyme  concerninge  muncke 

suit  ■ xP 

Spent  in  goinge  to  gisburne  aboute  the  buseness  for  muncke  ii*  viiP.” 

As  the  School  accounts  for  this  period  are  missing  it  is  not  possible 
to  say  whether  the  £40  and  interest  was  recovered,  but  if  so  it  might 
have  been  the  origin  of  the  story  quoted  by  Mr.  Crossley,  though  here 
again  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  Webster  had  any  hand  in  the 
proceedings. 

Webster  was  presented  to  the  Vicarage  of  Mitton  in  1648  ; but, 
according  to  the  evidence  analysed  by  Mr.  Weeks  in  his  first  paper, 
his  tenure  of  the  living  was  short,  and  he  was  residing  at  Clitheroe 
towards  the  end  of  1649.  Here  he  remained  for  the  most  part, 
practising  medicine,  until  his  death  in  1682,  and  more  will  be  heard 
of  him  in  the  sequel.  He  occupied  the  house  next  to  the  churchyard. 
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which  was  for  many  years  known  after  him,  first  as  Webster’s  Study 
and  later  as  Study  House. 

The  next  Master  of  whom  there  is  any  record  is  Robert  Clapham, 
whose  election  certificate  reads  : 

“ Tertio  die  decemhris  Anno  dom  1650. 
Mdd3  that  wee  the  gov’^norsof  the  free  gramer  schoole  of  Cliderowe  whose 
names  are  hereunder  written  haveinge  first  taken  the  protestacon  accord- 
inge  to  the  statutes  of  the  said  schoole  in  this  case  provided  have  solemnly 
ellected  Mr  Robert  Clapham  to  bee  cheife  schoolemaster  there  the  daye 
and  yeare  above  written 

John  Nowell 
Nicholas  Cunliff 
Chaeles  Nowell 
Richarde  Mercer 
John  Dugdall 
Will"^  Baley  ” 

It  is  possible  that  the  gratuity  referred  to  in  the  acquittance  given 
on  page  98  was  to  recompense  the  Usher  for  work  done  during  an 
interregnum. 

At  the  Court  Leet  * of  20th  October,  1653,  the  jury  presented 
“ Nicholas  Leigh  for  makinge  affray  upon  the  bodie  of  Robart  Clapum, 
Clark  ”,  from  which  it  is  clear  that  Clapham  was  in  holy  orders.  He 
was  perhaps  the  Robert  Clapham  f of  Yorkshire  who  matriculated 
sizar  from  Peterhouse,  Cambridge,  Easter,  1631  ; graduated  B.A. 
1634/5  and  M.A.  1638  ; was  ordained  deacon  (Peterborough)  9th  June 
and  priest  22nd  December,  1639.  It  is  recorded  in  the  Clitheroe 
Parish  Register  that  ‘‘  Mr.  Robert  Clapham,  Scholemaster  of  Cliderow  ” 
was  buried  7th  May,  1658,  and  according  to  a note  in  the  margin  of 
the  Register  the  interment  took  place  in  one  of  the  side  chapels  of 
the  Church. 

From  the  list  of  Governors  signing  Clapham’ s election  certificate, 
it  is  plain  that  changes  had  occurred  since  1640.  John  Aspinall  had 
died  in  May,  1641,  and  Francis  Paslew  in  1641,  J while  Chr.  Kendall 
and  Roger  Leigh  had  also  disappeared  from  the  Board,  their  places 
being  taken  by  John  Nowell,  Charles  Nowell,  John  Dugdall  and  William 

* Clitheroe  in  the  Seventeenth  Century,  page  144. 

I Venn,  Alumni  Cantab.  He  is  described  as  Clerk  and  Schoolmaster  in  his 
will  proved  at  Chester  in  1658. 

t On  the  assumption  that  he  was  the  Francis  Paslew  of  Wiswall  referred  to 
by  Whitaker.  See  page  74. 
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Baley.  The  first  named  was  Receiver  for  the  year  ending  Mid- 
summer 1646,  while  the  others  were  all  elected  before  1647d‘^^  John 
Nowell  was  the  son  * of  \Villiam  Nowell  of  Little  Mearley  and  Ca pel- 
side,  his  elder  brother  Charles  succeeding  to  the  Capelside  estate. 
He  was  Out-Bailiff  of  Chtheroe  in  1640,  1646,  1649,  1651  and  1654. 
He  married  Elizabeth  daughter  and  co-heiress  of  Thomas  South- 
worth,  and  died  in  May,  1657.  Among  the  School  papers  is  the 
following  letter  from  his  widow  : 

“ this  to  the  governors  of  the  Schoole  of  Clitherow. 

GENTLEMEN 

1 received  your  note  wherein  you  charge  me  with  A debt  due  by  my 
husband  to  the  Schoole,  as  you  say  ; for  my  part  I am  altogether  A 
stranger  to  such  a charge  ; therefor  I desir  you  to  Apoint  A day  and 
A place  ; where  you  will  all  meet  together  ; and  I shall  desir  sum  frends 
to  be  at  the  place  Apointed  that  they  may  see  by  what  acount  you  charge 
me  with  such  A sum  ; for  what  is  just  and  rightly  due  shall  not  be  wanting 

by 

your  frend  and  servant 

from  Mearly  the  6th  Eliz  Nowell  ” 

of  May  1658. 

John  Nowell  was  succeeded  by  his  son  William,  who  died  in 
February,  1663/4,  being  then  about  the  age  of  22.  The  property 
then  passed  to  his  sister  and  heiress  at  law,  Anne  Nowell,  who 
married  Wilham  Appleton  of  the  City  of  York,  gent.  On  the  death 
of  John  Nowell,  John  Aspinall  of  Standen  was  elected  a Governor  in 
his  place.  This  John  Aspinall  had  succeeded  to  the  Standen 
property  on  the  death  of  his  uncle  John  in  1641,  but  was  then  under 
the  age  of  21. 

Charles  Nowell  was  no  doubt  he  whom  Mr.  Weeks  identifies  with 
the  son  of  Chr.  Nowell  who  was  baptized  at  Clitheroe  on  30th  May, 
1586,  and  in  that  event  he  would  be  a younger  brother  of  William 
Nowell  and  uncle  of  the  John  Nowell  who  was  on  the  Board  with  him. 
According  to  Mr  Weeks  he  was  admitted  as  a Burgess  of  Clitheroe 
on  16th  October,  1627  ; signed  the  Parish  Register  “ Charles  Nowell, 
gent.”  as  one  of  the  Wardens  for  1635/6  ; was  elected  In-Bailiff*  of 
Clitheroe  in  October,  1645,  and  again  in  October,  1648,  and  was 
buried  in  Clitheroe  Church  26th  February,  1657/8.  He  married 
Jennett  Kendall,  who  was  perhaps  related  to  Chr.  Kendall,  the 
Governor  who,  throughout  all  the  disputes  in  the  early  part  of  this 

* See  page  93. 
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century,  was  on  the  side  of  the  Nowells.  Richard  Cottam  was 
elected  Governor  19th  April,  1658,  in  place  of  Charles  Nowell, 
deceased. 

The  only  other  change  in  the  Board  of  Governors  that  took  place 
before  1660  was  the  election  on  25th  March,  1654,  of  George  Wood,  to 
fill  the  place  that  had  become  void  by  the  death  of  Nicholas  Cunliff.^^® 

The  first  Usher  mentioned  after  Roger  Kenyon  left  is  Leonard 
Nowell.  He  is  first  named  so  in  a list  of  payments  at  Whitsuntide 
1659,  when  he  received  £10  for  half  a year’s  wages.  His  signature 
occurs,  however,  as  a witness  to  several  leases  of  School  lands  and 
other  documents  back  to  1653.  As  he  was  only  about  14  or  15  years 
old  when  Kenyon  left,*  it  does  not  seem  possible  that  he  can  have 
succeeded  him.  He  would  only  have  been  about  17  in  1653,  and  is 
more  likely  to  have  been  a scholar  than  Usher  in  that  year.  The 
fact  that  his  father  and  cousin  (as  discussed  presently)  were  Governors 
is  sufficient  to  explain  his  presence  when  the  School  business  was  being 
transacted  and  his  signature  as  witness.  There  is  no  record  as  to 
who  supplied  the  place  of  Usher  from  the  departure  of  Kenyon  to 
the  election  of  Nowell.  The  latter  continued  in  this  office  till  the 
time  of  his  death  in  1679,  the  entry  of  his  burial  in  the  Parish  Register 
being,  “ Leo  Nowell  gent.,  Usher  of  ye  free  gram  School  buryed  Deer 
29th  1679  ”.  He  was  buried  in  woollen  according  to  the  Statute. 
He  died  intestate,  and  letters  of  administration  were  granted  to  his 
widow,  Ann  Nowell,  by  the  Chester  Consistory  Court  in  September, 
1680.  From  the  inventory,  given  by  Mr.  Weeks,  as  also  from  the 
fact  that  he  was  always  styled  Mr  or  gent.,  it  is  clear  that  he  must 
have  belonged  to  the  better  class  of  residents  in  Clitheroe  at  that 
period.  He  was  related  to  the  Nowells  of  Little  Mearley  ; for,  by 
his  will  dated  15th  February,  1698,  Nowell  Appleton  of  Little  Mearley 
left  his  property,  after  the  deaths  of  his  wife  and  daughter,  and 
failing  issue  of  the  latter,  to  his  brother  William  and  his  issue,  failing 
which  he  gave  it  to  Leonard  Nowell,  son  of  Leonard  Nowell  of  Clitheroe, 
deceased,  he  to  pay  to  each  of  the  testator’s  sisters  £150.  Further, 
from  the  fact  that  he  attended  the  jury  at  the  Court  Leet  of  April, 
1657,  when  he  would  be  just  about  21  years  of  age,  along  with  Charles 
Nowell  to  admit  the  public  right  of  way  over  Owler  Croft  ”,  Mr. 
Weeks  thinks  it  extremely  probable  that  he  was  Charles  Nowell’s 
son  and  heir,  and  therefore  cousin  to  John  Nowell.  In  addition  to 

* He  was  aged  about  35  in  January,  1670/1  (Exchequer  Deposition,  Hilary 
Term,  22/23  Chas.  II,  No.  17). 
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his  duties  as  Usher,  Leonard  Nowell  would  seem  to  have  engaged  in 
farming,  judging  from  the  stock  listed  in  the  inventory  mentioned 
above.  Judging  from  a letter  written  to  the  Governors  by  the 
Bishop  of  Chester  in  July,  1668,  Leonard  Nowell,  like  his  predecessors, 
had  difficulty  in  obtaining  his  salary.  The  domination  of  the  School 
now  by  the  Nowell  family,  the  Greenacres  of  Worston  having  become 
extinct,  is  remarkable,  in  view  of  the  earlier  history. 


The  manner  of  the  election  of  Clapham’s  successor  is  detailed  in 
the  accounts  for  Midsummer  1659,  and  it  is  worthy  of  note  in  that 
it  was  the  first  time  on  record  when  the  candidates  for  the  post  were 
examined  by  someone  appointed  by  the  Governors,  a procedure  that 
was  regularly  adopted  later.  There  are  other  items  of  interest  in 
these  accounts,  which  are  given  here  in  full. 


‘‘  Scola  de  Chderowe  in  Comitat  Lancastr. 

An  accompt  of  the  profitts  and  Rents  belongeinge  to  the  sd 
schoole  for  one  whole  yeare  ended  at  Pentecost  Last,  maide 
up  at  Cliderowe  afforesaide  by  John  Aspinall  of  Standen  in 
the  saide  Countie  gent.  And  one  of  the  governours  of  the  saide 
schoole,  before  the  Rest  of  the  said  governours  whose  names 
are  subscribed  the  fower  and  twenty eth  day  of  June,  Anno 
Domini  1659. 

Imprimis  Received  of  Mr  John  Cunliffe  in  p)te  of  paymt  £ s.  d, 
of  a greater  sume  due  to  the  said  Schoole  27  00  0 

Itm  Received  of  Godwill  Crosland,  beeinge  halfe  a yeares 
Rent  due  to  the  said  Schoole  at  Martinmas  Last 
Itm  Received  of  the  Tenants  of  Skipton  and  Hellifield 
beinge  halfe  a yeares  Rent  due  to  the  sd  Schoole  at 
Martinmas  Last 

Itm  Received  of  Godwill  Crosland,  beinge  halfe  a yeares 
Rent  due  to  the  saide  Schoole  att  Pentecost  last 
Itm  Received  of  the  tents  of  Skipton  and  Hellifield  beinge 
halfe  a yeares  Rent  due  to  the  sd  Schoole  at  Pente- 
cost last  12  12  3 


20  0 0 


12  12  3 


20  0 0 


Tottall 
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Whereof  paide  and  disbursed  as  followeth  £ s. 

Imprimis  disbursed  at  three  meetings  in  Cliderow  aboute 
the  findeinge  out  of  an  Able  Head  Maister  by 
Consent  of  the  rest  of  the  said  Governors  0 12 

Itm  disbursed  at  another  meetinge,  when  Coll  Nicholas 
Shuttleworth  and  others  wisht  a Head  Maister  to 
the  Schoole  by  consent  0 2 

Itm  disbursed  att  a meetinge  when  the  disputacon 
betweene  Mr  Cockcroft  and  Mr  Marsden  was  agreed 
on  by  Consent  0 4 

Itm  disbursed  in  goeinge  to  Mr  Cockcroft  to  knowe  his 

minde  Concerninge  the  saide  disputacon  0 11 

Itm  disbursed  at  two  Meetings  in  Cliderowe  Concerninge 

the  tyme  and  place  for  the  said  disputacon  0 6 

Itm  disbursed  in  goeinge  to  the  two  gentlemen  to  know 
when  the  day  for  the  sd  disputacon  should  bee  by 
Consent  0 II 


Itm  disbursed  at  a meetinge  concerninge  the  Answere  of 

the  said  gentlemen  when  the  meetinge  should  bee  0 2 

Itm  disbursed  at  a meetinge  abou[t  obtain] einge  money 
to  defray  the  Charges  of  the  [examination]  of  the 
gentlemen  at  the  dispute  by  Consent  0 4 

Itm  disbursed  to  a Messengr  [who  took  a messa]ge  to 
Mr  Claytons  house  to  know  when  & w[here  our 
mee]  tinge  should  bee  for  the  said  dispute  0 1 

Itm  disbursed  when  Mr  Cunliffe  paid  the  said  moneyes 
, and  about  examininge  what  there  was  behinde  in  his 

bond  due  to  the  saide  Schoole  by  Consent  0 3 

Itm  disbursed  to  a Messenger  for  goeinge  to  Mr  Cock- 
croft to  give  notice  when  the  day  of  the  dispute 
should  bee  0 2 

Itm  disbursed  to  Katherine  Waide  for  comeinge  to 
Standen  to  occasion  mee  to  meete  the  rest  of  the 
Gov^nors  sev^all  tymes  0 I 

Itm  disbursed  at  a meetinge  in  Cliderowe  the  day  before 
the  dispute  to  consider  how  the  Charges  of  that  day 
should  bee  borne  by  Consent  0 3 

Itm  disbursed  att  Blackborne  upon  the  day  of  disputacon 
for  all  the  charges  of  both  p)ties,  and  the  gentlemen 
that  were  Judges  of  the  examination  that  day  8 17 


d. 

6 

6 

6 

6 

8 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

2 

6 

8 

0 
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Itm  disbursed  att  a meetinge  in  Cliderowe,  the  weeke  £ s.  d. 
after  the  disputacon  to  consider  what  was  donne, 
and  to  pay  some  money  disbursed  by  some  of  the 
Gov^nours  at  Blackeborne  0 18 

Itm  paide  to  Alderman  Dugdell  which  lie  had  disbursed 

before  about  the  Schooles  occasion  0 3 0 

Itm  paide  to  George  Wood  all  that  hee  had  laide  out  at 

Blackeborne  1 I G 

Itm  disbursed  in  goeinge  to  Mr  Harrison  to  enquire  of 
him  what  was  donne  at  Blackeburne  about  the 
dispute  0 10  8 

Itm  disbursed  at  Mr  Thomas  Marsdens  enterance  to 

teach  the  saide  Schoole,  by  consent  of  the  governours  0 8 8 

Itm  disbursed  att  a meeteinge  about  the  repaire  of  the 
Schoole  house,  and  alsoe  to  Consider  to  deale  about 
Ramsden  & Oldfield  0 3 4 

Itm  paid  to  a glasier  for  repareinge  the  Schoole  house 

windowes  0 13  6 

Itm  disbursed  att  a Meetinge  aboute  Ramsden  and 
p)useinge  of  the  Schooles  wTitteinges  and  to  consider 
what  reparations  the  Schoole  house  then  needed  0 3 0 

Itm  disbursed  in  goeinge  and  sendinge  aboute  to  procure 

a Workeman  to  come  and  vewe  the  Schoolehouse  0 3 0 

Itm  paide  to  a workeman  for  his  worke  donne  to  the  roofe 

of  the  Schoole  house,  and  for  meate  and  drinke  I I 4 

It  paide  for  six  loads  of  Lyme  & six  loads  of  Slaite  and 
for  mosse  gettinge  and  for  nayles  and  Latts  for  the 
Schoole  14  6 

Itm  disbursed  for  gatheringe  of  Skipton  & Hellifield  Rents 

at  Martinmas  0 10  6 

It  paid  to  Mr  usher  for  his  halfe  yeares  wages  10  0 0 

It  disbursed  that  day  his  wages  were  paid  0 1 0 

It  paide  at  a meetinge  to  consider  [what  grajtuitie  Mr 
Cockcroft  should  have  for  the  trouble  [we  put]  him 
to  0 2 6 

It  paid  to  Mr  Cockcroft  by  [consent  of]  the  governours  5 0 0 

Itm  paid  to  the  Head  Maister  halfe  a quarters  wages  5 0 0 

It  paid  that  day  the  saide  wages  was  paide  to  the  Mr  0 1 6 

It  paid  at  a meetinge  to  Advise  aboute  the  Schooles 

writeings  and  to  advise  with  Godwill  about  Ramsden  0 5 6 
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It  given  to  Godwin  out  of  his  Rent  by  Consent  of  the  £ s.  d. 

Governours  0 5 0 

It  paide  to  a boy  when  I was  sent  to  to  come  to  the 

Gov^nors  and  to  speak  with  Godwill  0 0 4 

It  paide  to  Thomas  Paitefields  wife  for  dinners  of  St  John 
Baptists  day  and  spente  then  by  consent  of  the 
Governours  1 10  0 

It  paide  for  glaseinge  the  Schoole  house  windowes  0 8 6 

Itm  disbursed  in  January  1658  about  the  Schools  business 
and  in  takeinge  advice  to  Commence  a suite  agt 
Ramsden  and  others  114 

Itm  paid  at  a meetinge  of  the  Gov^nors  about  the  Schools 
chest  and  to  provide  money  for  Richard  Cottam 
before  his  goeinge  to  London  0 4 6 

Itm  disbursed  att  another  meetinge  wee  had  aboute  the 

Schooles  occasions,  by  consent  of  the  Gov^nors  0 4 0 

It  paide  to  Richard  Cottam  before  his  goeinge  to  London 

by  consent  of  the  Gov^nors  2 0 0 

It  paide  to  a man  for  paynteing  of  the  Schoole  house 

windowes  and  mendinge  of  some  broken  glasse  0 3 0 

It  paide  to  a boy  that  was  sent  to  mee  to  meete  the 

Gov^'nors  0 0 3 

It  pd  att  two  meetings  to  know  what  Richard  Cottam 
had  donne  att  London  touchinge  Ramsden  and 
Oldfield  0 6 8 


It  pd  at  another  meetinge  about  the  Schoole,  the 
windowes  beinge  broken,  and  to  Consider  for  their 
repaires,  by  ct 

It  paid  att  two  meetings  wee  had  before  Richard  Cottam, 
Mr.  Tho  Marsden  and  George  Wood  was  to  goe  to 
Almonbury  and  about  thatt  occasion 
It  paid  to  a glazier  for  repaireinge  the  Schooles  windowes 
It  paide  to  George  Wood  which  hee  had  laid  out  when 
hee,  Mr  Marsden  and  Richard  Cottam  went  to 
Almonbury 

It  paide  at  three  meetings  wee  had  before  Richard 
Cottams  goeinge  to  London  by  Consent 
Itm  paid  at  a meetinge  at  Richard  Cottams  comeinge 
backe  from  London,  to  take  accompte  what  he  had 
donne  touchinge  the  Schooles  businesse 


0 2 4 

0 6 6 
0 6 8 

2 10  0 
0 7 8 

0 4 
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It  paid  when  Godwill  [paid  his  Penjtecost  Rent  by  the  £ s.  d. 

Consent  and  apoyn[tinent  of  the]  Governours  0 8 6 

Itm  paid  to  the  Head  Maister  his  halfe  yeares  wages  20  0 0 

Itm  spent  in  goeinge  and  sendinge  about  Skipton  and 
Helliheld  Rents  and  in  Coineinge  twice  to  Cliderowe 
to  Receive  it  0 10  6 

Itm  pd  to  the  usher  his  halfe  yeares  wages  whicli  is  10  0 0 

Itm  paid  at  a meetinge  to  Consider  where  the  Schoole 
dinner  should  bee  on  Midsummer  day  and  what  might 
bee  then  provided  0 2 0 

Itm  paid  at  a meetinge  to  consider  of  a Preacher  to 
preach  on  Midsommer  day  but  was  not  then  agreed 
on  0 16 

Itm  paid  att  Wilham  Hirds  for  meate  and  drinke  on  St 

John  Baptists  day  by  Consent  of  the  Gov^nours  2 15  6 

It  paid  hkewise  by  Consent  of  the  Gov^nours  on  Mid 

sum^®  day  at  Thomas  Paitefeilds  0 6 8 

Itm  disbursed  the  same  day  att  Peeters  ffarrand  0 5 6 

Itm  upon  Receipt  of  an  Accompt  of  disbursements  from 
Richard  Cottam  touchinge  the  Schooles  businese 
paide  unto  him  seaven  shillings  sixpence  more  than 
the  40-^  hearein  formerly  menconed  by  consent  0 7 6 

Totall  of  disbursing® 


From  the  fact  that  the  accounts  are  not  added  up,  and  also  are 
not  signed  by  the  Governors,  it  may  perhaps  be  concluded  that  the 
document  is  only  a prehminary  draft.  The  receipts  were  as  a matter 
of  fact  £65  4s.  Qd.  in  rents,  together  wdth  £27  due  on  a bond,  making 
£92  4s.  Qd.  altogether.  The  total  disbursements  were  £87  14s.  7d., 
but  these  do  not  all  refer  to  the  year  in  question,  as  two  commemora- 
tion dinners  are  included.  Moreover  the  year  was  exceptional  in 
several  ways  which  added  to  the  expenditure,  notably  in  the  choice 
of  a new  Master,  and  in  the  action  that  was  being  taken  in  regard 
to  Ramsden  and  Oldfield. 

The  small  items  that  were  paid  out  whenever  the  Governors  met 
on  School  business,  the  tenants  paid  their  rents  or  the  Schoolmasters 
received  their  wages  were  of  course  for  ale  or  otlier  refreshment. 
They  mounted  up  to  a considerable  sum  in  the  course  of  a year  ; 
indeed,  in  the  account  under  discussion,  these  payments  on  36  such 
occasions  totalled  £5  14s.  2d.  In  addition  to  this  the  Governors 
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did  not  restrict  themselves  to  the  30s.  allowed  for  the  annual  dinner 
by  the  Statutes,  in  fact  judging  by  these  accounts  they  indulged  in 
a regular  orgy  on  Midsummer  Day  1659,  going  from  house  to  house 
and  spending  altogether  £3  7s.  8d.  In  1661  the  dinner  cost  £3  10s. 
and  in  the  following  year  £2  8s.  6d.^^^  The  total  amount  spent  on 
the  repair  of  the  School-house  during  the  year  1658-9  is  seen  to  have 
been  £3  17s.  6d.,  or  less  than  half  that  spent  on  treating  the  Governors. 
Moreover  it  would  seem  that  this  was  an  exceptionally  large  amount 
for  one  year,  as  the  building  was  apparently  being  put  in  order  for 
the  new  Master  and,  in  addition  to  the  constantly  recurring  cost  of 
repairing  broken  window-panes,  extensive  repairs  were  carried  out  to 
the  roof.  The  amounts  spent  on  the  building  in  1661  and  1662 
were  trifling,  being  only  12s.  and  19s.  8d.,  in  each  case  for  repairs 
to  windows  and  forms. 

The  Governors  employed  a scrivener  to  make  up  their  annual 
accounts.  In  1623  and  the  following  year  Andrew  Leaver  received 
3s.  ^d.  a year  for  this  work,  while  in  1633  the  same  man  was 
paid  10s.,  five  shillings  for  that  year  and  five  ‘‘  for  makinge  up  the 
accompts  some  years  before  ”.  John  Aspinall,  who  wrote  those  for 
1640,  was  employed  by  the  Governors  in  this  and  similar  matters 
over  a considerable  period  of  years.  His  name  occurs  frequently  on 
School  documents  as  a witness,  while  in  1662  is  the  entry  : 

Itm  paide  to  John  Aspinall  the  Schooles  Clarke  the  money 
hee  had  oweinge  by  the  Receivers  of  the  Schools 
Revenues,  for  eight  yeares  past  at  Midsum^  Last  £2  0 0 

He  should  not  be  confused  with  the  John  Aspinalls  of  Standen  who 
served  as  Governors  at  this  period.  In  April,  1647,  he  was  licensed 
to  keep  an  alehouse,  and  in  1663  he  was  Town  Clerk  of  Clitheroe. 
He  died  in  that  year,  being  buried  at  Clitheroe  29th  June,  and  the 
“ Jenet  Aspinall  widdow  ” who,  on  15th  July,  1665,  delivered  some 
38  School  documents  to  the  Governors  was  no  doubt  his  widow. 

In  the  same  account  as  the  entry  quoted  above  referring  to  John 
Aspinall  are  the  following  two  entries  : 

Itm  disbursed  att  another  meetinge  wee  had  about  the  £ s.  d. 
Seale  and  whoe  should  preach  on  Midsum^  day  0 16 

Itm  paide  to  Thomas  Finder  for  a Silver  Seale,  which  hee 
procured  to  be  maide  at  Yorke  for  the  use  of  the 
Schoole.  2 2 6 ” 
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The  seal  printed  on  the  title-page  is  copied  from  that  on  a lease  dated 
1619.  This  earlier  seal  must  either  have  been  lost,  or  else  was  being 
detained  by  Cottam,  who,  as  will  be  seen  shortly,  was  accused  about 
this  time  of  vdthholding  School  papers. 

Reverting,  after  this  digression,  to  the  year  under  discussion 
(1659),  it  appears  that  the  normal  income  at  this  period  was  just 
over  £65,  out  of  which  £60  went  in  wages,  while  £2  was  allowed  for 
the  dinner  and  sermon  on  St.  John  Baptist’s  Day,  leaving  only  a 
little  over  £3  for  repairs,  management  expenses  (collecting  rents, 
messages  etc.)  and  the  money  spent  at  Governors’  meetings.  Even 
in  a normal  year  it  is  clear  that  the  expenditure  would  exceed  the 
ordinary  income  ; but  it  must  be  remembered  that  every  ten  years 
the  Governors  received  considerable  fines  when  the  tenants  renewed 
their  leases.  Their  custom  seems  to  have  been  to  lend  some  of  this 
money  out  on  bond.  Unfortunately  they  had  difficulty  in  recovering 
it  from  time  to  time.  Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the 
trouble  over  the  money  lent  to  Munck,  and  now  there  is  in  these 
accounts  money  received  from  Mr.  John  Cunliffe  in  part  payment 
of  a greater  sum  due  on  a bond.  There  is  no  record  of  how  much 
Cunliffe  owed  the  School,  but  the  following  entries  in  the  accounts 
for  three  years  later,  when  he  paid  a further  £12  on  account,  show 
the  trouble  the  Governors  were  put  to  in  recovering  the  money. 

“ Itm  paide  to  a Messenger  for  goeing  twice  to  Mr  Cunliffe  £ s.  d. 
to  come  and  pay  the  money  in  hee  ought  to  the 
Schoole  0 16 

Itm  paid  the  day  Mr  C[unliffe  shoujld  have  paid  in  the 

money  though  [he  did  not]  till  Midsomer  day.  0 1 6 ” 

The  initiative  in  the  resuscitation  and  pursuit  of  the  Ramsden 
and  Oldfield  disputes  seems  from  these  accounts  to  have  been  taken 
by  Richard  Cottam.  The  accounts  for  1660  are  missing,  but  there 
is  further  reference  to  the  matter  in  those  for  the  following  year, 
including  perhaps  an  approach  to  the  Bishop  of  Chester,  as  Visitor 
of  the  School,  resulting  in  a visit  of  the  Dean.  * The  following  entries 
are  selected  from  this  account  : 

* This  is  the  only  instance  on  record  of  a visit  of  the  Dean  of  Che.ster  to  the 
School.  In  the  accounts  for  1698  is  the  entry  : 

“ Spent  then  in  a Treat  upon  ye  Bishop  of  Chester  being  our 

visitor  staying  all  night  in  Town  £l  2^.  Gt/.  ” 
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“ Itm  paid  at  a meetinge  Concerninge  the  Schooles  £ 
writings  and  likewise  about  a Certificate  for  a viziteur  0 2 

Itni  paid  at  a meetinge  wee  had  to  enquire  about  the 

Schooles  writings  and  where  they  wear  kept  0 1 

Itm  pd  at  a meetinge  wee  had  to  consider  together  what 
power  wee  had  given  to  Richard  Cottam  concerninge 
the  Schooles  affairs,  and  what  hee  [was]  to  doe  for  the 
Schoole  0 4 

Itm  paid  at  two  meetings  [when]  Richard  Cottam  certified 
the  Governors  from  London  [what  he  was]  doeinge  for 
the  behalfe  of  the  Schoole  0 5 

Itm  paid  when  Richard  Cottam  shewed  his  pages  about  a 

visiter  and  what  was  thought  fitt  to  doe  in  itt  0 3 

It  paid  for  meat  and  drinke  at  Thomas  Paitefeilds  provided 
for  the  Deanes  Cominge,  and  attendinge  his  Comeinge 
three  dayes  by  consent  1 10 


d. 

6 

6 


8 

0 

0 

0” 


For  reasons  that  will  be  apparent  later  it  seems  that  Cottam 
lost  the  confidence  of  the  Governors,  as  witness  the  following  letter 
from  the  Bishop  of  Chester  dated  18th  December,  1662,  to  ‘‘ye 
Governors  of  the  free  Schoole  of  Clitherow 

“ Whereas  Richard  Cottham  one  of  the  Govern^s  of  the  ffree 
Schoole  of  Clitherow  in  the  County  of  Lancaster  hath  in  his  Custody 
sundry  writings  concerning  the  said  Schoole,  which  he  refuses  to 
communicate  unto  the  rest  of  the  Governors  of  the  sd  schoole,  I doe 
require  him  the  sd  Richard  Cottham  forthmth  to  yeild  up  & deliver 
all  the  sd  writings  to  be  kept  for  ye  common  use  of  the  Governors  of 
the  sd  Schoole  in  the  usuall  place  of  their  Custody  among  other 
writings  of  the  like  nature,  or  else  within  a month  after  the  date 
hereof,  to  show  me  cause  to  the  contrary.” 

The  rest  of  this  letter  concerns  another  matter.*  It  is  signed 
Geo  [George  Hall]  Cestriens,  and  was  apparently  written  in  answer 
to  a petition  from  the  Governors,  no  doubt  that  referred  to  in  the 
following  entry  in  the  accounts  for  the  year  ending  Midsummer 
1662  : 


* The  letter  continues,  “ And  whereas  Mr  ffanner  Tennant  of  some  Lands 
belonging  to  the  sd  schoole  is  like  to  be  disturbed  in  his  possession  by  some 
other  person  pretending  to  the  said  Lands  ; I doe  hereby  recommend  to  the 
care  & Discretion  of  Thomas  Braddyll  Esq’’®  & ye  rest  of  the  Governors  of  the 
sd  schoole  the  Defence  of  the  sd  Tenant  & Lands,  desiring  the  said  Governors 
to  use  all  just  & most  advisable  means  for  securing  the  Rights  of  the  sd  schoole. 
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“ Itm  paid  att  another  tyme  wee  had  a meetinge  about  a 
peticon  beinge  maid  readie  to  pMer  to  the  Bishop  of 
Chester  £0  35.  6d.” 

The  reason  for  Richard  Cottam’s  disaffection  will  be  discussed 
later  in  connection  with  other  matters.  Returning  meanwliile  to  the 
Mr.  Clayton  who  conducted  the  examination  of  the  candidates  for 
the  Mastership  in  1558,  there  were  two  men  of  this  name  in  the 
neighbourhood  about  this  time,  both  of  whom  had  dealings  mth  the 
Governors  : — (a)  Leonard  Clayton,  M.A.  (Oxon:),  Vicar  of  Blackburn 
from  1647  to  his  death  in  1677,  and  (6)  D’s  Thomas  Clayton,  instituted 
to  the  Rectory  of  Bolton-by-Bowland  on  21st  September,  1661. 
The  following  entries  in  the  accounts  refer  to  them  : 


1661 

£ 

5. 

d. 

Itm  paide  to  Mr  Clayton  for  preachinge  on  Midsomer  Day 

0 

10 

0 

It  paid  for  a quart 

quarte  of  wine 

whiche  was  sent  to  MS. 

Peeters  ffarrand 

0 

3 

0 

It  paide  att  Peeters  torn 

Mr  Clayton  and 

his  wife  what  they  ha 

which  was 

0 

8 

0 

1662 

Itm  paid  to  Mr  Clayton  of  Boulton  for  preachinge  that  day 

0 

10 

0 

A consideration  of  these  entries  and  those  in  the  accounts  for 
1659,  in  the  light  of  the  dates  given  above,  suggests  that  it  was  the 
Vicar  of  Blackburn  who  conducted  the  examination  and  preached 
in  1661,  but  that  it  was  the  Rector  of  Bolton-by-Bowland  who  preached 
the  next  year.  The  unsuccessful  candidate  for  the  Mastership  was 
perhaps  the  Thomas  Cockcroft  who  actually  became  Master  a few 
years  later. 

Judging  by  the  salary  he  received,  Thomas  Marsden  began  teaching 
about  the  beginning  of  October,  1658.  He  was  the  son  of  Robert 

Marsden,  then  Vicar  of  Clitheroe,  and  formerly  Usher  of  the  School, 

and  was  very  probably  an  old  boy.  He  was  * born  at  Clitheroe 

& as  much  as  may  be  without  Chargeable  & litigious  suits  that  may  impaire  ye 
Revenues  thereof.”  The  following  entries  in  the  accounts  for  24th  June,  1002, 
refer  to  this  matter : 

“ Imprimis  at  two  meetings  wee  had  about  Mr  ffanners  possession,  £ s.  d. 

and  whoe  should  goe  to  him  0 4 4 

Itm  spent  in  goeinge  thither  to  dehver  him  possession  0 15  0 ” 

There  are  no  other  references  to  this  business,  which  remains  obscure. 

* Foster,  Alumni  Oxon. 


I 
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21st  December,  1637  ; matriculated  from  Brazenose  College,  Oxford, 
20th  July,  1654;  graduated  B.A.  9th  February,  1657/8,  and  M.A. 
4th  July,  1661  ; Master  of  the  Great  School  at  Chester  ; holy  day 
preacher  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  at  Chester  ; Curate  at  Doddleston, 
Chester  ; Chaplain  to  the  English  Merchants  at  Lisbon  ; Vicar  of 
Walton  on  the  Hill,  Lancashire,  1665-1720  ; one  of  the  King’s  preachers 
in  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  ; Chaplain  to  Hall,  Bishop  of  Chester  ; 
died  25th  April,  1720,  aged  88.  He  thus  came  to  Clitheroe  shortly 
after  taking  his  B.A.  degree  and,  as  will  be  seen  shortly,  left  there 
for  Chester  in  the  Autumn  of  1661,  so  that  Whitaker’s  statement 
that  he  was  Master  in  1662  is  not  correct.  He  was  the  first  Master 
recorded  to  have  been  paid  £40  'per  annum,  but  there  is  no  note  of 
Clapham’s  salary  in  any  paper  now  extant. 

There  is  only  one  payment  of  £20  to  the  Master,  for  half  a year’s 
salary,  in  the  accounts  for  the  year  ending  Midsummer  1661,  and 
none  in  the  next  year’s  account  till  after  the  appointment  of 
Marsden’s  successor,  so  that  by  Martinmas  1661,  there  would  be  a full 
year’s  salary  of  £40  due  to  him.  Receiving  no  satisfaction  in  the 
matter  he  eventually  appealed  to  the  Bishop  of  Chester,  with  the  result 
that  the  following  letter  was  addressed  to  the  Governors  : 

Upon  hearing  ye  matters  of  Controversy  between  Thomas  Bradyll 
Esqr,  John  Dugdall,  William  Baliffe,  John  Aspnall  & Richard  Cottham 
Gent  Governours  of  ye  ffree  schoole  of  Clitherow  in  ye  County  of 
Lancaster  and  Thomas  Marsden  Clarke  late  Schoolemaster  of  ye  sd 
Schoole,  concerning  a certaine  Salary  in  arreare  & due  unto  ye  sd 
Thomas  Marsden.  Wee  doe  thinke  fit  & accordingly  order  that  ye 
sd  Gouvernours  doe  pay  or  cause  to  be  payd  to  ye  sd  Thomas  Marsden, 
or  to  Robert  Marsden  Clerke  ffather  of  ye  sd  Thomas,  the  summe  of 
forty  pounds  at  or  before  ye  28th  day  of  November  next  after  ye  date 
hereof,  at  ye  dwelling  house  of  John  Aspinall  of  Clitherow  aforesd  all 
further  claimes  of  ye  sd  Thomas  Marsden  to  be  defer’d  till  ye  sd 
Gouvernours  or  Treasurer  have  shew’d  unto  us  their  accounts  of  ye 
Revenues  of  the  sd  Schoole,  that  he  ye  sd  Thomas  Marsden  my  receive 
such  further  satisfaction  (not  exceeding  five  pounds)  as  ye  sd  accompts 
will  beare,  & shall  be  thought  reasonable  by  us.  And  wee  doe  further 
order  John  Aspnall  aforesd  Treasurer  of  ye  sd  Schoole  to  bring  in 
his  accompts  of  the  Revenues  of  ye  same  at  or  before  ye  17th  day  of 
December  next  following  ye  date  hereof,  that  upon  Examination  of 
ye  sd  accompts.  Wee  may  give  such  further  directions  for  managing 
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ye  affaires  of  ye  sd  schoole,  as  shall  be  thought  convenient.  Given 
under  our  hand  & seale  this  19th  day  of  November  in  ye  yeare  of  our 
Ld  God  1662. 

Geo  [George  Hall]  Cestriens.” 

The  £40  was  duly  paid  on  28th  November,  1662,  Robert  Marsden 
entering  into  a bond  of  £80  with  the  Governors  on  that  day  to 
indemnify  them  against  any  further  claim  for  the  £40  of  which  he 
acknowledged  receipt.  Together  with  this  bond,  preserved  among 
the  School  papers,  is  Thomas’s  letter  of  Attorney, no  doubt  written 
soon  after  his  departure  to  Chester. 

“ Gentlemen  Govern^^ 

What  debts  & demands  my  ffather  shall  receive  from  you  on  my  behalfe 
shall  bee  hereby  acknowledged  as  paid  to 

Yr  friend  & servant 

From  Chester  Nov  20th  1661.  Tho  Marsden  ” 

Overleaf  is  the  note  : 

“ Wthin  yr  lettr  of  Attorney  to  ye  Govnors  is  enclosed  a little  note 
of  accompt  betw  Arthur  Ashto  & mee.  Also  betw  Rich  Cottham  & me 
& J.M.*  & mee.” 

Thomas  Marsden’ s successor  was  elected  on  the  last  day  of 
January,  1661/2.  From  the  foregoing  it  would  appear  that  Marsden 
left  Clitheroe  for  Chester  about  Martinmas  1661,  and  that  therefore 
he  was  entitled  to  £40  wages  due  up  to  then.  The  position  in  regard 
to  the  five  pounds  is  not  quite  so  clear.  In  the  accounts  for  the 
year  ending  Midsummer  1662,  is  the  entry 

“ Itm  paide  att  a meetinge  wee  had  concerninge  the  Head- 
maisU  and  whether  hee  and  his  deputie  ought  to  have 
wages  or  not  £0  35.  6d.” 

It  would  seem  likely  that  Marsden  was  claiming  the  further  half  a 
quarter’s  salary  until  his  successor  was  actually  appointed. 


The  cause  of  the  trouble  both  as  regards  Cottam  and  Thomas 
Marsden  is  no  doubt  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  on  24th  July,  1660, 
* John  Marsden,  his  brother. 
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John  Webster  had  been  elected  Governor.  The  certificate  of  his 
election  reads  as  follows  : 

“ The  twentie  fovv^reth  daye  of  July  in  the  yeare  of  our  lord  god  one 
thousand  sixe  hundred  and  sixtie. 

Whereas  itt  nowe  plainly  appeares  that  Richard  Mercer  laite  of  Cliderowe 
in  the  p)ishe  of  Whalley  and  county  of  Lancaster  yeoman  formerly  one 
of  the  gov^nors  of  the  free  grammer  schoole  of  philhpp  kinge  and  Marie 
queene  of  England  in  Cliderowe  afforesaid  hathe  passed  awaye  all  his 
estaite  boethe  reall  and  p)sonall  and  that  the  place  of  a gov^nor  of  the 
said  schoole  and  the  revenewes  thereunto  belonginge  is  become  voyde  by 
reason  thereof  and  other  causes  And  that  by  the  foundacon  thereof  the 
maior  part  of  the  gov%ors  of  the  said  schoole  are  to  ellect  and  chuse  an 
other  in  his  place  and  stead  And  before  suche  elleccon  should  bee  made 
the  gov%ors  are  by  certaine  statuts  ordained  for  the  good  of  the  said 
schoole  to  take  theire  sev’"all  oathes  audiblely  and  voluntarily  upon  the 
byble  : Knowe  yee  therefore  to  whome  this  maye  app)taine  that  wee 
John  Aspinall  John  Dugdall  and  Willm  Baley  three  of  the  gov^nors  of 
the  said  schoole  have  not  onely  audiblely  and  voluntarilie  taken  our 
sev^'aH  oathes  upon  the  byble  in  the  schoole  house  in  Cliderowe  afforesaid 
accordinge  to  the  said  statuts  ; but  alsoe  have  solemly  ellected  and  chosen 
John  Webster  of  Cliderowe  afforesaid  gentleman  to  bee  one  of  the  gov^nors 
of  the  said  schoole  in  the  place  and  stead  of  the  said  Richard  Mercer. 
In  testimonie  whereof  wee  the  said  gov^nors  have  hereunto  subscribed  our 
names 

Testes  John  Aspinall 

Thomas  Marsden  John  Dugdall 

William  Hird  William  Baley. 

Thomas  Smith 
Nicholas  Dugdall 

And  thabove  named  John  Webster  tooke  his  p)otestation  audiblely  in  the 
schoole  house  abovesaid  accordinge  to  the  statuts  of  the  said  schoole  the 
daye  and  yeare  abovesaid  in  the  presence  of 

Thomas  Marsden 
Thomas  Smith 
William  Hird 
Nicholas  Dugdall  ” 

The  entry  in  the  accounts  relating  to  his  election  runs  : 

‘‘  Itm  disbursed  at  two  meetings  when  Mr  Webster  was 

ellected  a Governor  of  the  said  Schoole  £0  45.  6d.” 

It  is  clear  at  once  that  there  was  no  love  lost  between  Webster  on 
the  one  hand  and  Cottam  and  Wood  on  the  other,  for  immediately 
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after  his  election  the  Governors,  as  quoted  on  page  112,  met  “ to  con- 
sider together  what  power  wee  had  given  to  Richard  Cottam  More- 
over these  two  did  not  sign  his  election  certificate,  and  from  the 
following  entries  it  is  plain  that  they  were  opposed  to  his  becoming 
a Governor  : 

‘‘  Itm  pd  at  another  meetinge  when  Richard  Cottam  & £ s.  d. 

George  Wood  mooved  to  have  a newe  Ellection,  but  it 
was  denyed  0 2 6 

Itm  pd  at  another  meetinge  when  wee  mett  and  could  not 

agree  0 2 6 

Itm  pd  at  another  meetinge  but  Richard  Cottam  was  absent 
and  gone  to  Preston  and  therefore  noethinge  could  be 
donne  by  consent  0 3 0 

Itm  paid  at  another  meetinge  and  still  did  noethinge  by 

Consente  of  the  gov^nors  0 4 6 

Itm  paid  at  another  meetinge  when  Richard  Cottam  and 
George  Wood  did  approve  of  the  Ellection  of  Mr 
Webster  as  a Governour  0 2 0 ” 

It  should  also  be  noticed  that  the  regular  payment  of  Thomas 
Marsden’s  salary  ceased  after  Martinmas  1660,  or  soon  after  Webster 
reappeared  on  the  scene.  There  is  thus  good  evidence  among  the 
School  papers  to  suggest  that  Webster  was  on  bad  terms  with  Cottam, 
Wood  and  Marsden  ; and  from  the  researches  of  Mr.  Weeks  it  is 
possible  to  give  some  account  of  the  causes  lying  behind  their  enmity, 
and  incidentally  to  throw  some  light  on  the  character  of  the  man 
Webster. 

It  would  appear,  quoting  from  Mr.  Weeks,  that  ‘‘  In  1601  /2,  Thomas 
Hesketh  the  naturalist  purchased  from  Sir  Thomas  Gerrard  the  mansion 
house  in  Clitheroe  called  the  Alleys  and  the  lands  belonging  thereto, 
which  included  lands  called  Salthill  Hey  Park,  and  Salt  Hill  Hey 
Meadow.  This  property  was,  at  the  date  of  the  Civil  War,  vested  in 
Robert  Hesketh,  who  was  a Roman  Catholic  and  a Royalist,  and  on 
account  of  his  ‘ malignancy  ’ such  property  was  sequestered  by  the 
Commonwealth  authorities.  He  was,  however,  allowed  to  compound 
for  his  property,  and  subsequently  sold  the  Alleys  property  to  Robert 
Holland,  of  Walton-le-dale.  Holland  by  deed  dated  8th  February, 
1653/4,  sold  to  Thomas  Oddie  the  mansion  house  called  The  Alleys 
and  part  of  the  lands,  which,  however,  did  not  include  the  lands  after- 
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wards  in  dispute  with  Webster.  Robert  Holland  died  28th  July, 
1655,  leaving  Katherine  Holland,  his  widow,  surviving  him. 

Adjoining  or  near  the  before-mentioned  Salt  Hill  Hey  Park  and 
Salthill  Meadow  were  some  Crown  lands  called  Salt  Hill  Heys,  which 
appear  at  one  time  to  have  been  occupied  by  the  Heskeths  as  tenants 
under  the  Crown,  and  it  may  well  be  that  this  fact  gave  rise  to  doubt 
as  to  what  exactly  was  the  Heskeths’  own  property,*  and  what  exactly 
was  Crown  land.  However  this  may  be,  about  1651  the  Common- 
wealth authorities  sold  the  Crown  land  called  Salt  Hill  Heys  to  Captain 
Stackhouse,  who  about  1657  sold  this  property  to  Webster  for  £180. 
After  Webster  got  possession,  Katherine  Holland  and  her  man,  on 
7th  May,  1658,  forcibly  entered  on  the  property,  and  indicted  Webster 
at  Preston  Sessions  for  forcible  detainer.  Webster  thereupon  applied 
to  the  Committee  of  Obstruction  in  London  and,  after  a full  hearing, 
he  obtained  an  order  to  quiet  him  in  the  possession  of  the  land.  After 
the  Restoration,  when  the  validity  of  the  sales  of  the  Crown  lands  by 
the  Commonwealth  authorities  began  to  be  questioned,  Katherine 
Holland,  with  the  assistance  of  John  Marsden,  Thomas  Marsden’s 
brother,  and  George  Wood,  again  asserted  her  claims  by  entering  into 
possession  of  the  land,  which  resulted  in  a verdict  of  the  Clitheroe  jury 
of  18th  September,  1660,  in  Webster’s  favour.  Recognising  that  his 
title  from  Captain  Stackhouse  was  likely  to  prove,  as  it  did  prove, 
invalid,  Webster  attorned,  that  is  acknowledged  himself,  tenant  to 
the  King  at  a rent  of  £10  per  annum ^ and  obtained  from  Sir  Charles 
Harboard,  Surveyor  of  Crown  lands  for  the  Exchequer,  a warrant 
for  the  possession  of  the  land,  dated  30th  October,  1660,  under  which 
he  had  possession  until  January,  1660/1,  when  Katherine  Holland 
again  took  possession,  under  a warrant  dated  20th  December,  1660, 
which  she  had  got  from  Sir  Charles  Harboard.  On  3rd  May,  1661,  she 
made  a conveyance,  which  included  the  property  in  dispute,  to  Thomas 
Marsden  who  in  July,  1665,  made  a lease  to  Richard  Cottam  f for 
999  years.”  In  1667  Webster  was  again  engaged  in  proceedings 
against  Cottam  and  others  for  trespass  on  this  same  land.  His  nephew 
John  refers  in  his  will  dated  3rd  April,  1705,  to  his  lease  lands  called 

* The  land  in  dispute  later  consisted  of  three  closes  called  Salt  Hill  Hey 
Meadow,  Tower  Hill  and  Tower  Hill  Platt  which  Webster  claimed  as  part  of 
Salt  Hill  Hey,  while  his  opponents  alleged  that  they  belonged  to  the  Alleys 
property. 

t That  there  had  previously  been  some  money  transactions  between  Thomas 
Marsden  and  Richard  Cottam  is  clear  from  the  postscript  to  the  letter  from 
Marsden  to  his  father,  quoted  on  page  115. 
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Salthill  Heyes,  but  whether  these  included  all  the  property  Webster 
claimed  is  not  clear. 

It  is  also  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Weeks  that  at  the  election  for  the 
Parliament  that  began  to  sit  on  8th  May,  1661,  Leonard  Nowell, 
Richard  Cottam,  George  Wood,  William  Bailey,  Robert  Marsden  and 
John  Marsden  all  voted  for  Sir  Ralph  Assheton,  while  John  Webster 
and  John  Dugdall  voted  for  Ambrose  Pudsay.  Now  Sir  Ralph 
Assheton  had  been  a prominent  supporter  of  the  Parliament  during 
the  Civil  War,  while  Pudsay  was  a staunch  Royahst,  who  had  been 
in  exile  with  Charles  11.  It  would  seem  therefore  that  Webster,  like 
the  Vicar  of  Bray,  had  changed  his  coat  again,  possibly  having  an  eye 
on  his  litigation  with  respect  to  Salt  Hill  Heyes.  On  the  other  hand, 
judging  by  his  later  correspondence  with  Roger  Kenyon,*  Thomas 
Marsden  was  a man  of  spirit.  It  seems  strange  that  Marsden  should 
purchase  the  property  in  dispute  and  after  leaving  Clitheroe  lease  it 
to  Cottam,  unless  they  both  wished  to  have  a tilt  at  Webster.  There 
must  have  been  some  more  deeply  seated  cause  of  quarrel  between 
the  two  parties. 

On  26th  August,  1661,  Thomas  Braddill  of  the  Portefeild  ” was 
elected  Governor  in  place  of  George  Wood,  who  had  “ removed 
oute  of  Cliderowe  into  Irelande  and  hathe  continued  oute  of  the  same 
towne  of  Cliderowe  above  eighte  weeks  together  whereby  by  certaine 
statuts  ordained  for  the  good  of  the  said  schoole  the  place  of  a gov^nor 
is  become  voyde  ”.  This  election  was  signed  by  all  the  remain- 
ing Governors  except  Cottam.  Webster  himself  resigned  on  8th 
November,  1662,  according  to  a memorandum  on  the  back  of  his 
election  certificate  that  ‘‘  the  w^^in  named  John  Webster  the  eighte 
daye  of  November  anno  dni  1662  in  the  presence  and  heareinge  of 
the  maior  p)te  of  the  gov^nors  disclaimed  for  beinge  a gov^nor  of  the 
schoole  w^^in  mencioned  any  longer  ”. 

Cottam  had  apparently  never  brought  in  the  documents  he  was 
alleged  to  be  withholding,  and  in  the  early  part  of  1663  the  Governors 
addressed  the  following  letter  to  the  Bishop  : 

“ To  the  Right  Reverend  ffather  in  God  George  [George  Hall] 
By  Divine  Providence  Lord  Bishoppe  of  Chester. 

The  Humble  Petition  of  the  maior  parte  of  the  Gov^nors  belongeinge 
to  the  ffree  Grammer  Schoole  of  Cliderow  in  the ‘Countie  Pallatine  of 
LancasH  &c. 

* See  Clitheroe  in  the  Seventeenth  Century,  page  313. 
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May  it  please  yo^  Lordsliipp  That  upon  a fform’'  Petition  maide  by 
your  now  Petitioners  unto  yo^  good  Lordshippe,  It  was  ordered  that 
whereas  Richard  Cottam  (one  of  the  p^sent  Gov^nours  of  the  Schoole 
afforesaide  had  certayne  writeings  in  his  hands,  belongeinge  to  the  said 
schoole.  That  hee  the  said  Richard  Cottam  should  deliver  in  such  said 
writeings,  to  bee  kept  in  the  usuall  place  for  the  Common  use  of  the 
said  Schoole  or  otherwise  showe  Cause  to  yo^  Lordshippe  to  the 
Contrary,  within  a Moneth  after  the  Daite  of  the  said  order,  Notwith- 
standinge  whereof.  Though  upon  the  fhrst  notice  given  to  the  said 
Cottam  (hee  promised  to  submitt  and  bee  obedient  thereunto)  yett 
since  in  Contempt  thereof,  hee  p)sists  in  his  refusall  and  denyall  to 
p)forme  it ; which  wee  humbly  referr  to  yo^  Lordshipps  good  consider- 
ation. And  whereas  That  by  the  statutes  of  the  saide  schoole,  the 
Gov^nors  hath  power,  to  make  an  ellection  of  a newe  Gov^no^  within 
a certayne  tyme  therein  Limitted  which  saide  tyme  is  noAve  elapsed  : 
by  reason  yo^  petition  is  much  molested  ; by  the  ffactious  practises 
of  the  said  Cottam  ; As  Allsoe  that  honest  and  discreete  p)sons,  whoe 
have  beene  thought  on  for  that  place  are  unwillinge  to  Joyne  Avith 
such  a Turbulent  person  as  the  said  Cottam  in  soe  serious  and  publique 
an  employment  May  it  therefore  please  yo’^  Lordshippe  to  take  the 
p^misses  in  serious  consideration,  for  the  redresse  of  theise  enormities 
and  your  petitioners  shall  daylie  pray  (as  in  dutie  bound)  ifor  yo^ 
Lordshipps  health  and  happinesse,  nowe  heare,  and  Eternally  hereafter 

Tho  : Braddyll 
John  Dugdall 
John  Aspinall 
William  Baley  ” 


The  letter  is  endorsed : 

‘‘  My  Lord  Bishop  of  C[hester  is]  content  yt  the  presen[t  Governors] 
of  ye  schoole  of  Chther[ow  elect  another]  Govern^  in  Mr.  Websters 
[place]  though  ye  time  of  their  Elect[ion  is  past]  provided  they  choose 
a [fit  person] 
ffeb.  3.  1662.” 


On  29th  July,  1663,  William  Hirde  of  Clitherowe  yeoman  was 
elected  to  fill  the  vacancy,  Richard  Cottam  again  taking  no  part 
in  the  election. 

There  is  no  reason  given  for  Webster’s  resignation.  It  may  be 
that  he  only  joined  the  Board  in  order  to  get  at  Marsden,  Wood  and 
Cottam,  and  now  that  the  two  former  had  left  Clitheroe,  Avhile  the 
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latter  had  ceased  to  take  any  part  in  the  proceedings,  he  may  have 
had  no  further  interest.  On  the  other  hand  he  may  have  quarrelled 
with  the  other  Governors.  Just  about  this  time  the  various  leases 
of  the  School  lands  were  expiring,  and  the  question  of  their  renewal 
was  before  the  Governors.  Judging  from  the  accounts  there  was 
considerable  difference  of  opinion  in  the  matter,  indeed  this  seems 
to  have  been  one  of  the  causes  of  the  disagreement  of  Webster  with 
Cottam  and  Wood  on  the  Governing  Body.  There  were  several 
meetings  of  the  Governors  when  they  could  not  agree,  and  various 
interviews  with  the  tenants,  for  example  : 

‘‘  Itm  pd  at  two  meetings  wee  had  about  Grandage  haveinge 
a Lease  of  some  lands  in  Thornton  belongeinge  to  the 
Schoole  but  then  agreed  not  £0  35.  Od.” 

These  lands  had,  ever  since  the  foundation,  been  leased  to  members 
of  a family  named  Mitchell.  New  leases  were  eventually  sealed  with 
the  tenants  in  1662,  five  of  which  are  preserved,  and  in  all  of  them 
the  Governors  named  as  party  to  them  are  Thomas  Braddyll,  John 
Webster,  John  AspinaU,  John  Dugdall,  William  Baley  and  Richard 
Cottam.  In  the  lease  of  the  property  at  Thornton,  however,  to 
Henry  Mitchell,  Webster’s  name  is  scratched  out.  It  is  possible  that 
he  was  against  the  granting  of  this  lease  and  refused  to  be  a party  to 
it,  and  that  this  was  the  reason  for  his  resignation.  He  occurs  fre- 
quently as  plaintiff  in  cases  that  came  before  the  Court  Leet  of  Clitheroe, 
and  seems  to  have  been  of  a very  quarrelsome  nature,  a man  of  strong 
opinions,  with  an  intense  impatience  of  opposition,  using  every  handle 
he  could  lay  hold  on  to  get  at  his  opponents. 


Webster  does  not  occur  again  in  the  School  records  for  nearly 
twenty  years,  until  shortly  before  his  death,  when  an  episode  occurred 
that  will  be  recounted  here,  to  complete  the  tale  of  his  relations  with 
the  School.  The  matter  in  question  is  raised  in  the  following  letter 
to  the  Bishop  of  Chester,  dated  25th  February,  1681/2  : 

“ May  it  please  yo^  LordPP 

Wee  the  Governours  of  ye  free  Gramar  school  in  Clitherow  whose 
names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  humbly  conceiving  yt  wee  (by  ye 
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statutes  of  ye  sd  school)  are  in  a manner  |D)liibited  to  comence  any  suit 
w^^out  makeing  yo’^  LordPP  first  acquainted  therewith  and  takeing 
your  advice  therein  do  think  it  a duty  no  less  incumbent  upon  us  to 
give  to  yo’"  LordPPye  Intimacon  when  any  suit  is  by  any  p)son  comenced 
for  or  concerning  any  of  ye  Rights  of  ye  said  school  And  to  that  end 
have  herewith  sent  ye  Usher  of  our  said  school  who  may  informe  yo’’ 
LordPP  more  fully  than  these  Lines  can  How  yt  one  Mr  Webster  of 
Clitherow  a known  factious  person  hath  lately  served  Mr  Cockcroft 
our  head  Master  w^^  a Lease  of  Ejectm^  touching  a smal  peice  of  Land 
adjoyning  to  our  sd  School  and  lying  open  to  ye  Churchyard  wherein 
our  School  stands,  w^^^  Land  was  given  to  ye  sd  School  so  long  agoe 
whereof  ye  memory  of  man  is  not  to  the  contrary.  And  therefore 
wee,  as  also  ye  Master  and  Usher  adjudging  it  as  a Right  of  ye  sd 
School,  do  humbly  begg  yo^  LordPP®  Advice  and  Consent  touching  our 
defending  the  same.  In  respect  that  wee  and  all  others  that  know 
it  takes  his  Claime  to  be  very  unjust  Webster  himselfe  about  37 
years  agoe  was  Master  of  ye  sd  school,  and  then  he  never  made  any 
Claime  thereunto  nor  since  till  now  of  late  And  what  his  reason  is 
now  to  do  it  wee  know  not,  unlesse  the  cutting  down  of  a tree  at  ye 
back  of  ye  school,  w^^  fell  upon  his  land  (tho  not  in  his  p^sent  pos- 
session) w^P  ye  Churchwardens  unknown  to  us  caused  to  be  falne, 
gave  ye  occasion  ; for  he  imediately  after,  wee  having  putt  a stopp  to 
the  Churchwardens  did  not  only  tytle  ye  Tree  but  ye  p^mises  also 
yet  wee  notwithstanding  his  p^'tence  did  lately  take  away  what  part 
thereof  hee  had  left.  What  wee  would  further  humbly  acquaint  yo^ 
LordPP  with  is  That  one  John  Aspinall  who  was  formerly  sworne  a 
Governour  hath  beene  for  these  many  years  by  past  a Quaker  and 
never  could  be  brought  in  to  serve  the  school  in  the  least  concerne 
neither  will  he  renounce  the  sd  trust.  Wee  therefore  humbly  begg  of 
yo^  LordPP  that  you  would  graciously  be  pleased  so  to  direct  us  in  this 
affaire  that  wee  may  w^^i  yo^  LordPP®  Leave  choose  another  person 
more  fitt  to  assist  us  in  our  just  rights 

Your  LordPP®  most  humble  serv^® 

Tho  Paeker 
Geo  Toulson 
WiLLM  Appleton 
John  Lister 
Arthur  Asheton  ” 
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To  this  the  Bishop  replied  : 

“ Gentlemen 

I have  received  yours  by  ye  hands  of  ye  Usher,  & have  considered 
ye  Contents.  My  opinion  is  that  you  might  have  answered  suit  with- 
out acquainting  mee  with  it ; because  it  is  brought  upon  you  ye  Schole 
by  another  & you  are  onely  Defendants  in  it.  That  w^^^  concernes  mee 
in  ye  Statute  is  onely  about  suits  commenced  or  begun  by  any  of  ye 
Governors.  But  because  the  words  of  ye  Statute  are  general,  & I doe 
not  intend  to  exclude  myselfe  or  my  Successors  by  any  such  Inter- 
pretation : I doe  advise  yt  you  should  defend  yourselves  & ye  Schole 
in  this  suit  begun  by  Mr.  Webster,  w^^^  ye  best  counsel  of  ye  learned 
in  ye  Law. 

As  for  that  particular  Governor  who  formerly  as  you  say,  was 
sworne,  & hath  since  wholy  refused  to  act  as  a Governor  in  any  of  ye 
Schole  concernes  ; though  I cannot  for  want  of  full  information  in 
some  particulars  give  any  judgement ; & though  ye  Statute  for  ejecting 
& chosing  a new  Governor  be  grounded  upon  his  acting  w^i^out  taking 
a particular  oath.  Yet  my  opinion  is,  grounded  upon  ye  reason  & 
designe  of  all  ye  Statutes,  yt  if  any  Governor  who  hath  sworne  or 
protested  to  doe  his  best  to  improve  & increase  ye  profits  & revenues 
of  ye  Schole  to  ye  best  advantage,  shall  wilfully  absent  himselfe  from 
all  meetings  appointed  by  ye  Statutes,  & obstinately  refuse  to  act 
anything  for  ye  benefitt  of  ye  Schole.  Ye  other  Governors  may  chuse 
another  Governor  in  his  roome.  otherwise  ye  whole  designe  of  keeping 
up  ye  Schole  might  be  defeated  & brought  to  nought,  by  those  who 
are  obliged  to  defend  & preserve  it.  Thus  Gentlemen  w*^  my  thankes 
for  your  care  in  ye  preserving  of  ye  Schole  w^^^  which  you  are  entrusted. 

I rest 

Your  faithfull  friend  & servant 
Jo.  [John  Peakson]  Cesteiens. 

Chester  Feb  28  1681 

To  ye  right  worshipfull  the  Governors  of  ye  Schoole  in  Cliderow.” 

The  following  entries  in  the  School  accounts  refer  to  the 
incident : 

‘‘March  14th  1680/1  pd  Rosamund  Raingill  for  carrying  £ s.  d. 

a Letter  to  Mr  Appleton  00  00  1 
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‘‘  March  16th  Spent  when  Mr  Appleton  & others  come-  £ s.  d. 
ing  to  view  an  Ash  tree  fallen,  (by  the 
Churchwardens)  at  ye  back  of  ye  sd 
Schoole  00  01  0 


ffeb^y  6th  [1681/2]  Spent  at  a meeting  at  Willm 
Baines  to  consult  what  course  to  take 
agt  Mr  Webster  for  removing  an  Ash 
Tree  from  ye  back  side  of  ye  schoole 
into  his  own  Croft  wth  an  Intencon  to 
breake  it  up  for  his  own  use 
13th  Spent  then  at  getting  the  Ash  tree  aforesd 
removed  and  drawn  away  out  of  ye  sd 
Mr  Websters  Croft 

Given  to  the  men  that  removed  it  wth 
Draughts 

June  24th  Imp’^®  pd  to  Mr  Sclater  Attorney  at  Law 
for  defending  a sute  comenced  by  Mr 
Jo  : Webster  senior  lately  deceasd  for  & 
in  claime  of  ye  parcell  of  Land  on  ye 
back  of  the  schoole  wch  he  p’^tended  to 
belong  to  his  Croft  (whereunto  it  ad- 
joynes)  being  comonly  called  schoole 
house  Croft ; having  ye  Bishopp  of 
Chester’s  Consent  to  defend  ye  same — 
according  to  a Bill  of  perticulers 
It  pd  then  to  Anthony  Walmsley  Usher  of 
ye  said  schoole  for  his  charges  of  going 
to  Chester  at  Shrovetide  last  to  informe 
ye  sd  Ld  Bishopp  of  ye  sd  sute  & to  pro- 
cure his  consent  for  defending  thereof 
July  1st  pd  to  Robert  Deane  for  breaking  up  the 
Tree  fallen  aforemenconed  yt  was  fallen 
at  the  back  of  the  schoole  qt  2 roods  21 
yards  & i-  a foot  of  boards  at  9s  p)  rood 
& for  posting  a peice  &c 

lObr  5th  Reed  of  Thomas  Parker  Esqr  one  of  ye 
Gov^nors  of  ye  sd  schoole  for  the 
Boardswhich  were  sawn  of  ye  Ash  Tree 
fallen  at  ye  back  of  ye  schoole  before 
menconed 


00  09  0 

00  14  6 

00  03  00 

01  09  0 

00  14  0 

00  19  6 

02  00  0 ” 
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Webster  died,  as  already  stated,  on  18th  June,  1682,  when  this 
action  came  to  an  end.  Under  his  will  dated  3rd  February,  1680/1, 
his  widow  and  sole  executrix  was  the  principal  beneficiary.  On  the 
4th  October,  1686,  she  married  William  Bankes,  then  ‘ Minister  ’ of 
Clitheroe.  He  seems  to  have  been  on  good  terms  with  the  Governors, 
for  he  preached  the  Commemoration  Sermon  every  year  from  1681 
to  1696  inclusive,  when  he  became  Vicar  of  Mitton.  The  matter  was 
not  pursued  any  further,  the  School  remaining  in  possession  of  the 
tree  and  the  land.  There  is  no  record  now,  and  apparently  was  not 
then,  of  any  land  there  having  been  given  to  the  School,  either  when 
Alexander  Greenacres  built  the  School-house  in  the  churchyard,  or 
subsequently.  The  School  had,  however,  occupied  the  land  on  which 
it  stood  for  nearly  a century.  If  the  case  had  come  to  trial  it  would 
no  doubt  have  turned  on  the  position  of  the  boundary  between  the 
School  land  and  School  House  Croft,  owned  by  Webster,  and  this 
would  have  been  very  difficult  to  decide. 

With  regard  to  the  other  matter  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  letters 
between  the  Governors  and  the  Bishop — the  fact  that  John  Aspinall 
refused  either  to  serve  or  to  resign,  having  been  for  many  years  a 
Quaker — Mr.  Weeks  has  given  in  a paper  entitled  ‘‘  Early  Quakerism 
in  the  Clitheroe  District  ”,  a number  of  cases  when  he  was  fined  for 
attending  Quaker  meetings,  the  earliest  being  at  Twiston  on  the  7th 
November,  1670.  The  last  School  document  extant  that  he  actually 
signed  is  the  election  of  Wilham  Appleton  to  be  a Governor  on 
11th  August,  1670.  In  this  certificate  it  is  stated  as  usual  that  the 
subscribing  Governors  had  audibly  and  voluntarily  taken  their  several 
oaths  according  to  the  Statutes.  At  the  election  of  Barnard  Driver 
on  9th  February,  1670/1,  he  is  not  named.  It  seems  likely  therefore 
that  this  conventicle  at  Twiston  definitely  marked  the  change  in  his 
views.  Previously  he  had  been  an  active  Governor  and  was  Receiver 
for  the  years  ending  Midsummer  1659,  1661  and  1662,  the  only  years 
at  this  period  for  which  the  accounts  are  extant.  Having  become  a 
Quaker  it  was  clearly  not  possible  for  him  to  take  a part  in  the 
various  actions  of  the  Governors,  on  account  of  the  oaths  they  had 
to  take  on  almost  every  occasion  of  any  importance,  by  the  Statutes. 
Possibly  his  refusal  to  resign  was  a passive  protest  against  these 
oaths.  He  did  not,  however,  remain  a Governor  till  his  death  in 
December,  1702,  as  is  shown  by  the  following  two  entries  in  the 
School  accounts  : 
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''  7b^  26tli  91  Spent  at  meeting  to  consult  ab^  ye  Eleccon  £ s.  d. 
of  2 new  Govern^®  Mr  Appleton  being 
lately  dead  0 11  0 

9b^  2^^  91  Spent  at  chooseing  Mr  Sclater  & Thomas 
Hird  Governors  instead  of  Mr.  Appleton 
& Jo“  Aspinall  0 7 6 ” 

We  are  left  in  the  dark  as  to  whether  he  had  now  resigned,  or  whether 
the  Governors  had  at  last  decided  to  act  on  the  Bishop  of  Chester’s 
letter,  and  to  dispense  with  his  resignation. 


CHAPTER  VII 


FTER  this  digression  on  the  later  years  of  Webster’s  life,  the 


X^main  thread  of  the  story  must  now  be  picked  up  from  the  time 
of  Marsden’s  resignation.  His  successor,  elected,  as  already  stated, 
on  3Ist  January,  1661/2,  was  Ralph  Paitfield,  son  of  Ralph  Paitfield 
of  Chtherow,^^^  who  matriculated,*  a commoner,  from  Brazenose 
College,  Oxford,  on  25th  July,  1655  ; graduated  B.A.  12th  February, 
1658/9,  and  M.A.  15th  October,  1661  ; and  was  appointed  Rector  of 
Grendon-Underwood,  Bucks,  1663.  It  is  very  likely  that  he  was  an 
old  boy  of  the  School,  but  there  is  no  further  record  of  him  or  of  his 
brief  term  of  office  as  Master,  other  than  the  payment  to  him  of  ten 
pounds  as  part  of  his  wages  for  the  year  ending  Midsummer  1662. 

On  20th  November,  1663,  Thomas  Cockcroft  was  paid  £18  12s.  4d. 
for  his  half-year’s  wages  as  Master  due  the  Martinmas  then  just 
passed,  so  that  he  must  have  occupied  that  position  from  about 
Midsummer  of  that  year  at  least.  It  is  quite  possible  that  the  odd 
amount  indicates  that  he  did  not  serve  the  full  half-year  ; and  it 
would  seem  not  unlikely,  therefore,  that  he  succeeded  Ralph  Paitfield 
about  Midsummer  1663,  the  latter  having  then  left  for  Grendon- 
Underwood.  Cockcroft  appeared  at  the  Episcopal  Visitations  in 
1671,  1674  and  1677,  at  the  last  of  which  he  was  styled  M.A.,  School- 
master of  the  Free  School  of  Clitheroe.  Thomas  Cowcroft,  Master 
or  Bachelor  of  Arts,  and  Leonard  Nowell,  Gent. — no  doubt  the  Master 
and  Usher  at  this  time — were  named  executors  in  the  will  of  Nicholas 
Shuttleworth  esquire  of  Clitheroe,  dated  6th  May,  1678.T  According 
to  the  Chtheroe  Register,  Cockcroft  married  Mary  Chew  of  Clitheroe 
on  1st  May,  1666,  and  had  a son  John,  buried  on  4th  May,  1675.  He 
remained  Master  till  his  death  on  28th  October,  1684,  and  was  buried 
at  Chtheroe  on  the  last  day  of  that  month,  his  widow  surviving  him 
only  about  seventeen  months.  Thus,  in  contradistinction  to  the  short 
regimes  of  his  immediate  predecessors,  Thomas  Cockcroft’s  tenure  of 


* Foster,  Index  Ecclesiasticus. 
j Harland,  Accounts  of  the  Shuttleworths. 
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office  lasted  for  over  twenty-one  years  ; while  Leonard  Nowell,  as 
has  already  been  seen,  was  Usher  till  his  death  in  1679.  There  was 
thus  a fairly  long  period  of  stability  of  control,  and  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  this  was  of  great  benefit  to  the  School.  Both  Cockcroft 
and  Nowell  were  men  of  standing  in  the  neighbourhood.  For  instance, 
in  a list  of  ‘‘  contribucons  for  and  towards  ye  redempcon  of  ye  poor 
captives  taken  by  ye  Turkish  pirates  ” made  in  1680/1,  Tho.  Cock- 
croft gen.”  shared  with  John  Webster,  senr.,  gen.”  the  distinction 
of  being  the  largest  subscribers.  They  each  gave  a shilling,  whereas 
the  two  bailiffs  gave  each. 

Leonard  Nowell  was  succeeded  by  Anthony  Walmsley,  whose  licence 
as  Usher  at  Clitheroe  from  John  Pearson,  Bishop  of  Chester,  dated 
27th  February,  1679/80,  was  produced  at  the  Visitation  of  1691. 
According  to  the  Clitheroe  Register,  he  married  Margaret  Hargraves 
on  25th  September,  1686,  and  had  a daughter  Margery  baptized  29th 
November,  1687.  In  December,  1688,  he  was  found  a freeman  for  the 
house  belonging  to  his  father-in-law  Thomas  Finder,  so  that  it  may 
be  concluded  that  his  first  wife  had  died  and  he  had  married  again. 
He  had  another  daughter,  Beatrice,  born  12th  and  baptized  23rd 
February,  1691/2.  His  burial  is  recorded  on  26th  August,  1707,  his 
widow  Mary  surviving  him  by  nearly  thirty  years.  From  the  fact 
that  at  the  Court  Leet  of  22nd  October,  1688,  he  was  presented  for 
“ not  scoureinge  his  ditch  in  a close  called  Gillscroft  ”,  it  appears  that, 
like  most  of  his  predecessors  in  the  office  of  Usher,  he  did  a little  farm- 
ing. He  seems  to  have  been  of  very  orderly  and  business-like  habits, 
and  it  was  probably  owing  to  him  that  the  account  book  already 
mentioned  was  commenced.  He  certainly  kept  it  made  up,  being 
usually  paid  55.  a year  for  that  work.  The  entry  ‘‘  pd  to  him  for 
binding  a Booke  belonging  to  the  Schoole  . . . £00  035.  Od.”,  dated 
24th  June,  1682,  refers  no  doubt  to  this  account  book,  which  was 
originally  bound  in  vellum. 

Whether  entirely  due  to  Walmsley  or  not,  it  is  clear  that  the  affairs 
of  the  School  from  now  on  were  conducted  in  an  orderly  routine  stand- 
ing in  sharp  contrast  to  the  state  of  affairs  existing  hitherto.  In- 
creasing sums  were  spent  on  the  fabric  of  the  School-house,  while 
another  development  of  considerable  importance  and  interest  was 
the  allowance  of  money  to  scholars  of  the  School  to  provide  them  with 
books,  for  their  maintenance,  or  to  enable  them  to  proceed  to  the 
University.  The  earliest  such  entry  ^”6  ig  dated  24th  June,  1681, 
and  reads  : 
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“ It  Given  then  to  one  Henry  Winnall  a poore  scholer 

then  at  schoole  to  buy  bookes  with  £00  05s.  Od.  ” 


The  boy’s  receipt  for  this  first  recorded  payment  of  a ‘ book  allow- 
ance ’ is  still  preserved  : 

“ Memd.  yt  June  24th,  1681.  The  Governours  of  ye  free  Gramar 
Schoole  in  Clitherow  gave  to  me  Anthony  Walmsley  Usher  of  ye  said 
schoole  ffive  shillings  to  buy  Bookes  withall  for  ye  use  of  one  Henry 
Winnall  a poor  scholer  there  wch  1 disbursed  as  followeth  vizt. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

Imp’’®  for  a Wintoniensis  phrases 

00 

01 

06 

It  for  an  Ovid  Epistles 

00 

00 

06 

It  for  a Latine  Testamt 

00 

01 

02 

It  for  a Ducare’s  Retoricke 

00 

00 

04 

It  for  Hooles  Examinacon  of  ye  Accidence 

&c 

00 

01 

06 

Tot 

00 

05 

00 

Reed  by  me  Henry  Winnall  the  Bookes 

abovemenconed 

as 

witnesse 

my  hand 


Henry  Winnall.” 


The  following  year  ^^6  Cockcroft  was  given  5s.  with  which  to 
buy  books  for  this  same  boy,  who  did  not,  however,  live  to  benefit 
from  his  education  for,  on  10th  November,  1684,  “ Henry  ye  sonne  of 
Wm  Winnall  ” was  buried  at  Clitheroe.  At  Midsummer  1688,  the 
balance  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Lister,  the  Receiver,  amounting  to  5s.  Id., 
was  given  to  Daniel  Lambert,  again  for  the  purchase  of  books. 

The  first  known  payment  of  money  to  enable  a scholar  of  the 
School  to  proceed  to  the  University  is  recorded  as  follows  • 

“ Note  yt  in  Aprill  1690  There  was  pd  to  Waterworth  by 
Mr  Lister  according  to  all  ye  Governors  order  at 
his  going  to  the  University  £2  00s.  Od.  ” 

This  same  Thomas  Waterworth  was  paid  two  further  instalments  of 
£2,  one  in  June,  1691,  and  the  second  in  October,  1692.  He  was  * the 
son  of  Thomas  Waterworth,  husbandman  ; was  born  at  Misson,  Lines 
(?  Notts)  ; admitted  sizar  at  St.  John’s  College,  Cambridge,  on  24th 
May,  1690,  aged  15  ; matriculated  that  year  and  took  his  B.A.  degree 
in  1693/4. 

At  Midsummer  1693  there  was  allowed  to  the  Usher  “ for  and 
* Verm,  Alumni  Cantab. 
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towards  Leonard  Nowell’s  Table  this  year  ”,  £1  15s.  This  was  no 
doubt  the  son  of  Leonard  Nowell  the  Usher,  baptized  24th  August, 
1674,  and  in  respect  of  whom  there  was  an  Entry  of  Tuition  made  at 
Chester  in  1680,  after  his  father’s  death.  His  mother  had  also  died, 
in  1688.  At  the  time  of  the  payment  just  referred  to  he  would  be 
just  on  19  years  old.  He  was  allowed  a further  £2  at  Midsummer 
1694,  towards  his  maintenance  ; and  30s.  the  following  Midsummer 
for  his  “ mantainance  & fitting  him  for  ye  University  He  voted 

at  the  two  Parliamentary  Elections  at  Clitheroe  in  November,  1693, 
and  February,  1693/4,  but  his  vote  was  objected  to  by  the  other  side 
on  the  ground  that  he  was  an  infant  at  school,  as  he  certainly  was. 
There  is  no  record  of  his  having  been  at  Oxford  or  Cambridge,  but  he 
was  no  doubt  the  Leonard  Nowell,  of  the  family  of  Nowell  of  Little 
Mearley,  who  is  given  by  Whitaker  in  his  History  of  Whatley  as  Master 
of  Whalley  Grammar  School  in  1707,  the  next  Master  listed  there 
being  Adam  Greenwood  in  1716.  He  married  * Ann  daughter  of 
John  Talbot  of  Cowell,  and  had  four  children  baptized  at  Whalley 
between  January,  1708/9  and  May,  1714.  The  third  of  these,  Mar- 
garet, was  buried  at  Clitheroe  on  20th  November,  1719.  “ Ann  wife 

of  Leonard  Nowell,  Worston  ” was  buried  at  Clitheroe  on  4th  February, 
1719/20,  and  Mr  Leonard  Nowell  ” on  8th  September  following.  It 
appears  therefore  that,  after  vacating  his  post  at  Whalley,  he  came 
to  reside  at  Worston. 

The  School  was  now  functioning  more  as  was  intended  by  the 
Statutes.  There  were  still  considerable  amounts  spent  at  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Governors,  but  this  was  a common  practice  at  that  date, 
and  the  allowance  of  305.  for  the  annual  dinner  was  never  exceeded. 
In  this  connection  it  should  be  noted  that  the  Governors  were  now, 
as  will  be  seen  from  a glance  at  the  succession  given  in  Appendix  IV, 
men  of  much  higher  standing  on  the  whole  than  those  who  had  control 
of  the  school  in  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century. 


There  would  appear  to  have  been  some  hitch  in  the  appointment 
of  a successor  to  Mr.  Cockcroft,  on  his  death  in  October  1684.  The 
entries  in  the  accounts  relating  to  his  election  are  : 

* Raines  MSS.,  xxii,  89. 


“ 9br  1st 
1684 


26th 


lObr 

1684 


6th 
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pd  a messenger  for  going  to  Mr  Gey  * Vicar  £ s.  d. 
of  Whalley  wth  a note  to  publish  ye 
vacancy  of  ye  Schoole  by  ye  decease  of 
Mr  Thomas  Cockcroft  late  Master  there- 
of 00  00  03 

pd  George  Abbott  for  carrying  a letter  & 

answer  to  Mr  Thomas  Marsden  00  00  08 

paid  to  Willm  Baines  wch  was  spent  at  two 
meeting  about  consulting  of  a fitt  person 
to  succeed  Mr  Cockcroft  00  15  00 

Given  to  Mr  Wildman  to  bear  his  charge 
to  Lancaster  when  he  was  sent  wth  a 
letter  to  Mr  Lodge  00  05  00 

pd  A messenger  to  Mr  Marsden  at 

Walton  I wth  a Itr  00  03  00 

pd  to  Mr  Thomas  Marsden  of  Walton  & 

Mr  Henry  Motley  of  Threshfield  who 
came  to  be  examiners  in  order  for  ye 
eleccon  of  a Schoolemaster  equally  be- 
twixt them  02  00  00' 

pd  to  John  Udall  who  taught  3 weekes 
before  Mr  Cockcroft’s  death  and  6 
weekes  since  being  in  all  9 weekes  02  00  00* 
pd  to  Willm  Baines  for  wine  ale  & dinners 
at  severall  meeting  at  his  house  to  con- 
sult of  & choose  a new  Schoolemaster 
since  ye  death  of  Mr  Cockcroft  who 
departed  this  life  8ber  ye  28th  last  03  19  00 


18  th 


lObr  24th 


29th 


The  outcome  of  these  proceedings  was  the  election  of  Mr.  Motle^y 
himself  ^^7  on  29th  December,  1684,  and  a letter  ^48  ^as  dispatched  to 
him  at  Threshfield  on  the  same  day,  asking  him  to  return  to  Clitheroe 
immediately,  in  order  to  collect  the  certificate  of  his  election  and 
proceed  to  Chester  for  the  Bishop’s  licence.  This  licence  and  the 
necessary  declaration  by  Motley  under  the  Act  of  Uniformity  are 
dated  8th  January,  1684/5.  He  did  not,  however,  stay  in  Clitheroe 
on  his  return  from  Chester,  but  left  for  Threshfield  whence,  on  23rd 

* Stephen  Gey,  died  in  1693,  having  been  for  30  years  Vicar  of  Whalley 
( Whitaker). 

t See  page  114. 
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January  following,  he  addressed  the  following  letter  to  Mr.  Arthur 
Ashton,  one  of  the  Governors  : 

“ Srs 

These  may  acquaint  you  & ye  rest  of  ye  worthy  governors  yt  I doe 
intend  God  willing  to  make  my  appearance  on  Munday  ye  16th  of 
Ifebruary  in  yo^  Schoole  at  Clitherow  & shall  stay  till  ye  Saturday 
before  Shrovetide,  at  which  time  Mr  Moore  may  returne  from  hence, 
for  I gave  my  reason  of  not  staying  Shrovetide  Mr  Moore  needs  not 
stir,  till  I come,  for  ye  same  horse  I ride  upon,  may  re-carry  him. 
S^  I will  adde  noe  more  at  present  but  ye  tenders  of  my  humble  service 
to  y ourself e & Mr  Usher  & all  ye  worthy  governors  as  you  have 
opportunity  to  see  them  as  alsoe  to  Mr  Moore  & Mr  Usher,  & subscribe 
myselfe 

Sr 

A^our  very  humble  servant 

Hen  : Motley.” 


The  next  document  on  record  concerning  him  is  his  resignation 
dated  24th  February,  1684/5,  and  on  4th  April  following  Major  Moore 
was  elected  in  his  place.  A little  more  light  is  thrown  on  these 
strange  proceedings  by  the  entries  in  the  accounts  : 


January  9th 
’84 


ffebry  19th 
21st 


pd  Tho  Marser  for  going  to  Mr 
Parker  of  Broosholme  vdh  a 
letter  when  Mr  Motley  came 
back  from  Chester 
pd  Wm  Baines  wch  was  spent  when 
Mr  Usher  Walmsley  came  back 
from  Threshfield 

pd  a messenger  for  going  vi}h  a 
letter  for  Mr  Henry  Motley 
Spent  wth  Mr  Motley  when  he 
went  from  Clitherow 
pd  Usher  Walmsley  when  he  went 
to  Mr  Motley  & was  three  days 
absent 

pd  Wm  Baines  which  was  spent  by 
Mr  Motley  when  he  went  to 
Chester  & at  his  returne 


£ s.  d. 

00  00  03 

00  01  02 
00  00  03 
00  00  06 

00  05  00 

00  09  06 


QUEEN  MARY’S  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL,  CLITHEROE  133 


March 

1684 


Aprill 

’85 


July 

1685 


6th 

28th  ’85 

14th 


7 th 


Spent  at  a meeting  to  consult  of 
the  Ellection  of  a Schoole  Master 
Spent  at  a second  meeting  to  con- 
sult of  ye  Eleccon  of  a Schoole 
Master 

Spent  then  at  ye  Eleccon  of  Mr 
Moore  to  be  Schoole  Master 
paid  to  Mr  ^loore  for  supplying  & 
teaching  ye  Schoole  as  Substi- 
tute to  Mr  Motley  5 weekes  at 
after  Xmas  last 

pd  then  to  Anthony  Walmsley  the 
Usher  for  supplying  ye  schoole 
from  Mr  Moors  leaving  ye  same 
till  this  present 

pd  then  to  Mr  Moore  his  salary 
from  ye  14th  Aprill  last  being 
then  elected  Master  of  the 
Schoole  till  Whitsuntide  last 


£ s.  d. 

00  02  08 

00  07  00 
00  05  00 

02  10  00 

00  10  00 

06  18  00  ” 


One  thing  that  is  quite  certain  from  these  entries  is  that  Mr.  Motley 
never  did  teach  at  the  School.  There  is  no  clue,  however,  to  the 
reason  for  all  these  comings  and  goings  between  Clitheroe  and  Thresh- 
field,  nor  as  to  why  Mr.  Motley  did  not  take  up  his  duties  immediately. 
His  resignation  was  presumably  asked  for  by  the  Governors  because  of 
this  delay  and  vacillation.  Arthur  Ashton  * of  Clitheroe  resigned  his 
position  as  Governor  on  6th  March,  1684,  though  he  was  then  Receiver 
for  the  year,  and  did  not  die  till  twenty  years  later.  Whether  his 
resignation  was  due  to  any  disagreement  with  his  fellow  Governors 
as  to  the  attitude  adopted  towards  Motley,  or  to  some  other  cause,  is 

* Arthur  Ashton  of  Clitheroe  was  no  relation  of  the  Assheton  family  of 
DowTiham.  Mr.  \V.  S.  Weeks  informs  me  that  he  has  a note  of  a bond  dated 
24th  June,  1663,  by  Arthur  Ashton  of  Stockport  in  the  County  of  Chester,  yeoman, 
and  John  Ashton  his  elder  born  son  to  Thomas  Nowell  of  Clitheroe,  glazier ; 
and  that  it  appears  that  the  transaction  was  one  in  which  John  Ashton  was 
apprenticed  to  Nowell.  Arthur  Ashton  of  Clitheroe  was  elected  a Governor 
on  22nd  June,  1665,  and  it  is  very  likely  that  he  was  the  son  of  the  above  John 
and  of  the  Elizabeth  Ashton,  widow,  who  was  buried  at  Clitheroe  in  1682.  The 
John  Ashton  mentioned  as  a glazier  on  page  95  would  very  probably  be  either 
an  uncle  or  the  grandfather  of  the  John  Ashton  named  above. 
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not  stated.  Henry  Motley  * was  the  son  of  Thomas  Motley,  clerk. 
Vicar  of  Kettlewell,  and  was  born  there.  He  attended  school  at 
Bradford  ; was  admitted  pensioner  at  St.  John’s  College,  Cambridge, 
on  21st  April,  1666,  aged  20  ; ordained  priest  (York)  June,  1667  ; 
Vicar  of  Kettlewell  1670-1699.  Threshfield  is  in  the  parish  of  Linton, 
six  miles  south  from  Kettlewell.  It  had  a Grammar  School,  founded 
in  1674,  of  which  Motley  may  have  been  Master.  In  this  event  his 
desire  to  be  at  Threshfield  at  Shrovetide  may  have  had  something  to 
do  with  the  celebrations  customary  in  schools  in  those  days  at  that 
season. 

Major  Moore  was  the  son  of  Robert,  late  of  Bashall  Eaves,  near 
Clitheroe,  farmer.  He  was  * admitted  sizar  at  Pembroke  Hall, 
Cambridge,  25th  June,  1679,  aged  18,  and  matriculated  in  1684.  He 
was  thus  a local  man,  and  very  possibly  an  old  boy  of  the  School.  At 
the  Visitation  at  Preston  on  16th  June,  1691,  which  he  attended,  he 
was  said  to  have  been  licensed  by  the  Bishop  of  Chester  on  16th 
April,  1685.  He  remained  Master  till  his  death  on  8th  March, 
1692/3,  and  was  buried  at  Clitheroe  on  the  10th  of  that  month. 

George  Escolme,  Major  Moore’s  successor,  was  elected  on  1st 
May,  1693,  and  was  paid  £1  12s.  M.  salary  from  then  till  Whitsuntide, 
the  Usher  receiving  £2  for  “ supplying  in  the  vacancy  after  Mr  Moore’s 
death  ”.  Another  candidate  for  the  Mastership  on  this  occasion  was 
a Peter  Collier  f but,  judging  from  the  accounts,  there  was  no  ex- 
amination. Smith,  in  his  History  of  Chippmg,  says  that  George 
Escolme  was  the  son  of  John  Escolme  of  Ellel,  and  matriculated  18th 
February,  1686/7,  at  St.  Mary’s  Hall,  Oxford,  graduating  B.A.  from 
Hart  Hall,  Oxford,  on  28th  May,  1692.  Smith  further  states  that 
he  was  the  first  Master  of  Brabin’s  School  at  Chipping,  and  that  he 
resigned  this  position  on  his  appointment  to  Clitheroe.  He  also  quotes 
from  the  records  of  Brabin’s  School : 

15th  June,  1705,  paid  for  dinners  and  drinkes  for  16  men, 
when  the  scholars  were  examined 
(by  Mr  Escolme  of  Clitheroe, 
formerly  master  of  Brabin’s  School) 
to  choose  a master  out  of  them,  at 
Leonard  Webster’s  16"’  2^  ” 

He  was  appointed  to  the  incumbency  of  Downham  in  1704,  and  held 


* Venn,  Alumni  Cantab. 


I See  Appendix  III,  document  263. 
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it  together  with  the  Mastership  of  the  School  till  his  death  in  May, 
1715. 

In  October,  1697,  Mr.  Escolme  was  absent  for  four  days  at  Leeds, 
on  business  for  the  Governors  in  connection  vdth  the  School  lands  at 
Eastby,  and  there  was  “ spent  of  Mr  Cockshutt  who  supplyed  in  Mr 
Escolme’s  roome  yt  time  ...  £0  1^.  Od.”  Later  on  the  same  page 
in  the  account  book  is  the  entry  : 


“ ffebry  3^  1697  pd  to  Mr  Cockshutt  p)  Governors  order 
towards  his  Educacon  & prefermt  at 
th’university  going  thither  from  this 
Schoole  £5  O5.  Od.” 

Thomas  Cockshutt’ s receipt  for  this  £5  is  still  extant.  He  was  * 
born  at  Clitheroe,  the  son  of  George  Cockshutt ; was  admitted  sizar 
at  Christ’s  College,  Cambridge,  23rd  May,  1696,  aged  18  ; matriculated 
1696  and  was  the  same  year  elected  Scholar  of  his  College  ; took  his 
B.A.  in  1699/1700  and  his  M.A.  in  1703.  He  was  ordained  deacon  at 
York  in  December,  1701,  and  priest  in  May,  1702,  and  was  Vicar  of 
Cawthorne,  Yorks,  from  1703  to  1739.  His  brother  Josiah,*  born  at 
Harwood,  Lancs.,  also  an  old  boy  of  Clitheroe  Grammar  School,  was 
admitted  sizar  at  Christ’s  College,  Cambridge,  on  22nd  April,  1706,  at 
the  age  of  16  ; matriculated  1706  ; was  elected  Scholar  1708/9  ; 
graduated  B.A.  in  1709/10  and  M.A.  in  1713  ; was  elected  Fellow  in 
1713  ; became  Rector  of  Caldecot,  Cambs.,  in  1724,  and  of  Kegworth, 
Leics.,  in  1725.  He  died  on  28th  December,  1762,  being  buried  at 
Kegworth. 

The  following  entries  in  the  accounts  for  this  same  year  and  for 
the  next  year  are  also  of  some  interest  : 


‘‘  June  ye  3^  1698 
April  ye  25th  ’99 


29th  ’99 


Spent  upon  a meeting  touching  a 
Writeing  Master 

pd  for  a letter  takeing  to  Read  for 
Mr  Nowell  to  meet  ye  Rest  of  his 
ffellow  Governors  touching  ye 
Electing  a Writeing  Master 
Spent  upon  meeting  & chooseing  a 
Writeing  Master 


£ s.  d. 

0 7 6 

0 0 2 

0 5 0 = 


This  is  the  first  mention  in  the  records  now  extant  of  a Writing  Master, 
but  it  by  no  means  follows  that  this  was  the  first  such  appointment. 
* Venn,  Alumni  Cantab. 
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There  was  now  no  mention  of  any  payment  to  him.  The  only  salaries 
being  paid  were  £20  to  the  Usher  and  £40  to  the  Master,  and  this  is 
only  what  would  be  expected.  The  endowments  were  provided  for 
the  payment  of  the  Master  and  Usher  to  teach  the  Grammar  School ; 
but  there  must  have  been,  possibly  for  many  years,  a junior  department 
or  Writing  School,  corresponding  roughly  to  the  junior  elementary 
schools  of  to-day.  The  Writing  Master  would  be  supported  by  fees 
paid  by  his  pupils,  the  best  of  whom  would  pass  on  to  the  Usher,  and 
eventually  to  the  Master,  whence  opportunity  was  not  now  lacking,  as 
has  been  seen,  for  them  to  proceed  to  the  University.  The  fact  that 
all  the  School  papers  preserved  up  to  this  date  are  concerned  with 
the  management  of  the  School  property  and  its  funds  would  explain 
why  a Writing  Master  has  not  previously  been  mentioned,  though  one 
may  have  existed.  It  is,  of  course,  possible  that  increasing  numbers 
had  made  such  an  appointment  necessary  now,  and  that  the  work  had 
previously  been  done  by  the  Usher.  The  School  was  certainly  flourish- 
ing and,  though  there  are  no  Admission  Registers  earlier  than  1835, 
no  record  even  of  numbers,  the  following  entry  in  the  Parish  Register 
seems  to  indicate  that  boys  were  coming  from  outside  Clitheroe  to 
attend  the  School : “ Charles  Brookes  a school  boy  buried  17  Feby 
1671  ”.  The  entry  would  surely  not  have  been  made  in  this  form  if 
he  had  been  a local  boy,  and  he  no  doubt  came  from  a distance  and 
boarded  either  with  the  Master  or  Usher,  or  with  other  inhabitants 
of  the  town. 


The  School-house  erected  in  1588  did  dut}^  for  nearly  two  centuries, 
being  rebuilt  on  the  same  site  in  about  1783.  Engravings  exist  show- 
ing this  new  building  at  the  West  end  of  the  Church,  rectangular,  with 
its  main  length  running  North  and  South.  It  is  still  in  use,  though 
not  on  its  present  site,  as  a gymnasium  and  two  classrooms.  The 
original  School-house  was  described  by  Canon  Raines  as  a “ quaint 
wood  and  plaster  building  ”,  and  it  was  no  doubt  much  the  same  in 
shape  and  orientation  as  its  successor.  A certain  amount  of  in- 
formation about  it  can  be  gathered  from  the  accounts.  The  most 
frequently  occurring  item  for  repairs  was  broken  windows,  damage 
caused  no  doubt  by  the  boys  playing  some  ball  game.  The  door  locks 
and  latches  also  needed  repair  much  more  often  than  they  should  have 
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done  with  fair  wear  and  tear.  Pointing  and  repairs  to  plaster  work 
were  carried  out  fairly  frequently.  The  roof  was  of  slate  with  a stone 
ridge,  the  slates  being  packed  ^Uth  moss  as  usual  in  those  days  ; and 
moss-gathering  and  mossing  the  roof  were  perennial  sources  of  ex- 
penditure. Within  were  two  storeys,  connected  by  a covered-in  stair- 
case at  the  back  of  the  building,  approached  from  inside.  The  ground 
floor  was  flagged  but  the  rooms  above  had  floor  boards.  There  were 
oak  and  ash  benches  for  the  scholars,  vdth  pews  for  the  Master  and 
Usher  no  doubt  identical  with  those  preserved  in  the  present  Assembly 
Hall.  There  are  one  or  two  sets  of  entries  for  work  on  the  fabric  that 
have  special  interest.  The  first  concerns  Mr.  Cockcroft,  who  had 
apparently  been  living  in  the  upper  rooms  and  had  made  himself  a door 
from  outside  straight  on  to  the  stairs.  The  entries  referring  to  this 
episode  are  : 

Spent  at  Mr  Baines’s  when  Mr  Cock- 
croft had  warning  to  remove  out  of, 

& not  to  dwell  any  longer  in,  ye 
Chambers  over  ye  schoole 
pd  for  3 load  of  hmestones  & 3 load 
of  sand  for  morter  to  be  used  in 
waling  ye  door  up  broken  in  ye 
wall  & made  at  ye  back  of  ye  sd 
schoole  onto  ye  stakes 
pd  for  blending  the  same 
Spent  at  Willm  Baines’s  at  a second 
meeting  touching  Mr  Cockcroft 
removing  as  aforesd 
paid  to  Jobb  for  walling  up  the 
Schoole  house  back  doore 

Oct  11th  1685  pd  for  limestones  & sand  & for  blend- 
ing up  the  same  for  walling  up  the 
door  at  ye  back  of  ye  schoole 
fl“or  walling  up  ye  same  and  pointing 
windows 


May  1st  1683 


14th 


£ 5.  d. 


00  03  00 


June 


16  th 
2nd 


00  01 
00  00 


Oct  9th 


00  04  6 


00  01  6 


00  01  6 


00  01  00 


The  next  set  of  items  to  be  quoted  concerns  the  provision  of  sanitary 
accommodation  : 

“ 20th  March  1690/1  pd  to  2 men  for  geting  stones  £ s.  d. 

for  the  house  of  office  to  be  built 
at  ye  back  of  ye  schoole  either  6 
dayes  at  8d  p)  day  a man  00  08  00 
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April  1691 


loth  June 
2nd  Oct 


£ s.  d. 

Given  to  them  in  tobacco  00  00  02 

pd  to  Mr  Bancks  for  20  loads  of  Lime 

stones  00  07  06 

pd  for  a horse  & 2 men  getting  ye  sd 
stones  to  ye  place  for  ye  house  of 
office  00  01  00 

for  8 loads  of  slate  in  pte  for  ye  same  00  09  04 

pd  then  to  ye  wallers  for  ye  House  of 

Office  17  0 

ffor  slate  1 10  6 

ffor  slayter  laying  it  on  0 6 3 

ffor  10  load  of  Lime  Stones  0 5 1 

ffor  removing  Lime  left  in  Mr  Bancks 
field  0 0 4 

ffor  100  latts  0 4 0 

ffor  wood  bought  of  Edwd  Chippin- 

dell  1 11  6 

ffor  2 new  locks  & smithworke  0 7 0 

ffor  Ale  given  to  Robt  Chippindell 
servts  at  their  bringing  of  ye  wood 
& to  Tho  Marser  0 16 

2nd  Nov  pd  to  John  Kenyon  for  leveling  be- 

fore the  Schoole  Doore  where  ye 
stones  were  gott  for  ye  House  of 
Office  0 2 6 

Spent  at  rearing  ye  House  of  Office 

on  ye  workmen  0 5 6 

Spent  on  ye  wallers  at  leting  ye 

worke  0 10 

pd  to  Thomas  Marser  for  wood  worke  1 4 0” 

There  are  subsequently  frequent  entries  regarding  repairs  and 
attention  to  this  “ House  of  Office 

Hitherto  the  Governors  had  usually  met  at  an  inn,  but  in  1692 
they  took  steps  to  provide  themselves  with  a suitable  meeting-place 
at  the  School : 

“ 24th  June  1692  paid  to  ye  Goyners  for  worke  by  them  £ s.  d. 

donne  in  makeing  out  ye  new  roome 
above  in  ye  schoole  for  ye  Governors 
to  meet  in  2 9 5 
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£ 5.  cL 


ITth  Oct 
Jan  1692/3 


Spent  upon  them  at  several  times 
pd  for  Nails  and  other  things  ye  Goy- 
ners  tooke  up  at  Shopp 
pd  to  Mr  Sclater  for  Boards  and  other 
wood 

pd  for  lime  stones  to  be  plaster  for  ye 
sd  Roome 

pd  for  Row-pins  & Tearing  laths 
pd  for  straw  for  makeing  up  the  Course 
plaster 

for  Hair  for  makeing  up  the  ffine 
plaster 

pd  to  the  plasterers  for  their  worke 
pd  for  ye  new  Casemts  Doar  bands  & 
other  worke 

pd  to  ye  Waller  for  altering  ye  new 
Window  & for  lime 
pd  for  glaseing  ye  new  window  & 
mending  all  ye  rest 
pd  to  wid^  Page  for  fetching  water  for 
ye  Lime  made  into  plaster 
pd  to  Robt  Brennand  for  pointing  the 
new  Roome 

Spent  of  him  at  severall  times 
pd  for  6 chairs  & a Table  bought  of 
Rch  Sager 

pd  for  dressing  ye  new  Roome  twice 


0 3 0 

0 14  0 

0 12  6 

0 4 2 
0 13  4 

0 0 3 

0 2 3 
0 18  4 

0 9 8 

0 2 0 

0 12  2 

0 1 U 

1 5 0 
0 1 0 

3 5 0 
0 0 6” 


There  are  still  in  the  Headmaster’s  room  at  the  School  a table  and 
two  chairs  dating  from  about  this  time,  and  it  is  by  no  means  unlikely 
that  they  are  the  ones  bought  on  this  occasion.  From  this  year  on 
there  are  entries  every  Midsummer  Day  for  cleaning  out  the 
room,  presumably  in  readiness  for  the  annual  meeting,  e.g. 

‘‘  24th  June  1699  for  Margaret  Kenyon  sweeping  & 
dressing  ye  Roomes  & ye  Schoole 
last  year  & this  £0  25.  Od.” 

There  were  occasionally  items  of  expenditure  on  fire-irons,  etc., 
for  instance  : 


“ 12th  Oct  1694  for  fibre  Iron  & Grate 


£0  65.  8f/.” 
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The  School  had  two  hearths  as  the  following  first  recorded  payment 
of  Hearth  Tax  shows  : 

“ 29th  April  1686  pd  to  ye  Collector  of  Harth  Money  one 
halfe  years  duty  for  ye  two  hearth 
in  the  schoole  due  at  Michaelmas 
’85  £0  25.  Od.” 

Apart  from  the  case  of  the  lad  who  was  severely  beaten  early  in 
the  century  for  dancing  and  playing  cover-pin  in  Church,  and  the 
frequently  broken  windows,  there  is  little  information  about  the 
diversions  of  the  scholars  of  those  days.  The  entry 

“ lO^r  9th  ’87  Spent  at  barring  forth  £00  045.  06d.” 

shows,  however,  that  this  interesting  custom  prevailed  at  Clitheroe 
at  any  rate  towards  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century.  It  consisted 
in  the  boys  turning  the  Master  out  and  barring  the  door  against  him, 
shortly  before  the  Christmas  season,  until  he  promised  to  give  them 
a stated  number  of  weeks  holiday. 


It  now  remains,  in  order  to  complete  the  story  of  the  School  in 
the  seventeenth  century,  to  give  some  account  of  certain  episodes 
connected  with  the  management  of  its  property.  The  ten  years’ 
lease  of  the  Rectory  of  Almondbury,  under  which  Whatgodwill  Cros- 
land  had  been  paying  the  Governors  £40  a year,  expired  in  1661,  and 
they  were  totally  unable  to  agree  as  to  the  terms  of  a new  lease.  The 
difficulty  in  the  matter  seems  to  have  been  not  unassociated  with  the 
presence  of  Webster  on  the  Board.  There  are  several  entries  in  the 
accounts  for  that  year  referring  to  the  dispute,  which  should 
be  collated  with  those  already  quoted  from  the  same  account  on 
page  117. 

“ Itm  paid  at  a Meetinge  when  wee  should  have  agreed  £ 5.  d. 
with  Godwin  Crosland  and  the  rest  of  the  tenants  but 
could  not  agree  then  0 16 

Itm  paid  at  another  meetin[g  concerning  th]e  Tyeth  of 
Almonbury  and  Concl[uding  in  what  mjanner  itt 
should  be  gathered  f [or  the  adjvantage  of  the  Schoole  0 4 6 
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Itm  paid  to  William  Bayley  and  Henry  Smith  for  goeinge 
to  Almonbury  concerninge  the  Tyeth 
Itm  paid  at  another  meetinge  when  William  Bayley  and 
Henry  Smith  came  backe  from  Almonbury 
Itm  paid  when  Godwill  Crosland  came  to  pay  his  Whit- 
sunday Rent  and  to  agree  about  a newe  lease,  but 
agreed  not 

Itm  paid  the  day  after  when  Godwill  came  to  mee  to  Come 
to  the  Gov^nours  to  see  if  wee  could  agree  about  a 
newe  lease,  and  nothing  donne 


s. 

10 


0 3 0 


0 8 6 


0 3 0 


The  new  lease  was  never  concluded,  and  the  following  year  Godwill 
Crosland  was  simply  collecting  the  tithe  as  agent  of  the  Governors, 
as  witness  the  following  entry  in  the  accounts  for  1662  : 

‘‘  Received  of  Godwill  Crosland  for  the  tyeth  Come  hee 

gathered  £20  35.  3d.” 

Then  apparently,  in  1663,  Thomas  Somerton  * of  Grindleton  gent., 
Robert  Hirst  and  John  Farrer  obtained  a lease  of  the  Rectory  for 
ten  years  ; for  in  1669  Edmund  Bowker  of  Standen  entered  into  a 
bond  of  £100  with  the  Governors,  to  indemnify  them  against  any 
loss  on  account  of  this  lease  having  passed  into  his  hands.  There  is 
no  mention  of  the  rent  but,  in  view  of  later  developments,  it  was  no 
doubt  stiU  £40  a year. 

On  the  expiry  of  this  lease  in  1673,  the  Governors  were  negotiating 
with  Matthew  North  for  a new  lease  and  certain  correspondence  passed 
between  them,  of  which  five  letters  are  preserved.  The  first  of 
the  series  is  dated  2nd  January,  1672/3,  from  the  Governors  to  Matthew 
North,  informing  him  that,  after  consideration  of  his  proposals,  they 
were  unanimous  in  desiring  to  deal  with  him  singly,  rather  than  jointly 
with  other  persons.  They  offer  him  a lease  for  ten  years  of  “ the 


* A lawyer.  He  acted  for  John  Webster  about  1658/9  in  negotiations  with 
Mrs.  HoUand  (Exchequer  Depositions,  Mich.  Term,  22  Chas.  II,  No.  26 — he  is 
there,  in  1670,  stated  to  be  40  years  old).  He  was  also  employed  by  the  Governors 
of  the  School  as  their  solicitor,  as  witness  the  following  entries  in  the  accounts 
for  1662  : 

“ Itm  paid  at  a meetinge  wee  had  to  consider  what  money  must  bee  £ 5.  d. 
maide  readie  for  the  sollicitor  and  whoe  hee  must  bee  0 2 6 

Itm  disbursed  to  Mr  Summerton  as  sollicitor  for  the  Schoole  6 0 0 ” 

Mr.  Thomas  Sumerton  of  Pendleton  was  buried  at  Clitheroe  on  21st  December, 
1686. 
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tythe  barne,  and  all  the  tythes  and  rate  money  (as  you  call  it)  and 
all  other  incident  and  casuall  p)fitts  issueinge  out  of  the  sayd  Rectory 
(the  Advowson  and  nominacon  of  the  viccar  there  all  ways  excepted)  ”, 
he  paying  the  rent  of  £40  on  13th  November  every  year,  “ and  up- 
houldinge  from  tyme  to  tyme  the  sayd  tyth  barn  and  ye  Chancell  * 
(p)te  of  the  Church  there)  with  all  manner  of  necessarie  repacons 
And  allsoe  duly  payinge  & dischargeinge  all  manner  of  Quit  rents  and 
other  rents,  taxes,  Layes  and  imposicons  whatsoever  Millitarie  or 
Civill 

Matthew  North  replied  on  22nd  January,  1672/3,  that  he 
expected  for  this  rent  to  have  the  Advowson  wholly  in  his  power  and 
also  to  be  allowed  something  out  of  the  £40  towards  the  repair  of  the 
tithe  barn  and  Chancel.  In  answer  to  this  the  Governors  simply 
reiterated  their  former  proposals,  but  North  insisted  that  ‘‘  fforty 
pounds  per  annum  I neither  can  without  loss,  nor  am  resolved  at 
present  to  condescend  to  pay  you  Finally,  on  20th  May,  1673, 

the  Governors  wrote  to  North  telling  him  that  if  he  did  not  accept 
their  terms  before  the  end  of  that  month  they  would  contract  with 
others  for  the  best  advantage  of  the  School. 

There  is  no  direct  record  of  the  conclusion  of  these  negotiations  but, 
from  receipts  entered  in  the  account  book  already  mentioned,  it  may 
be  concluded  that  a ten-year  lease  was  granted  to  Matthew  North  and 
John  Farrer,  which  was  renewed  in  1685,  the  annual  rent  being  £40. 
The  Governors  retained  in  their  hands,  as  will  be  seen,  the  patronage 
of  the  living  ; and  the  lessees  undertook  responsibility  for  the  repair 
of  the  Chancel,  though  in  practice  the  Governors  contributed  towards 
the  upkeep  of  this  and  of  the  tithe  barn,  from  time  to  time.  In  this 
connection  the  following  letter  is  instructive,  as  showing  the  light- 
handed  way  in  which  the  Master’s  salary  was  still  treated  : 

“ Mr  Ashton 

I have  seene  Matthew  Norths  p)tic^s  concerninge  the  repayre  of  the 
tyth  barne  in  Almonburie  wch  for  my  p)te  I thincke  to  bee  reasonable 
and  very  fitt  to  bee  allowed  to  him  out  of  the  Money  in  the  Schoole  Chiste 
(if  there  bee  soe  much)  if  not  you  must  needs  make  it  upp,  and  imburse 
yo^selfe  againe  out  of  ye  next  receipt.  I thincke  it  requisite  allsoe  that 
Matthew  should  have  a reasonable  allowance  to  himselfe  for  his  attendance 
whyle  ye  repayrs  were  in  hande  And  I know  noe  reason  but  the  Schooll- 
mast^®  should  allow  it  out  of  their  wages,  if  the  money  in  the  Chest  fall 

* The  Governors,  as  Rectors,  would  of  course  be  responsible  for  the  upkeep 
of  the  Chancel  fabric. 
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short  (as  I doubt  it  will)  I have  sent  you  my  key  well  I desyre  you  keep 
till  you  shall  see 

Yo^  assured  freinde 

Downham  22  Aug  : 75  Ber  Dryver 

We  have  spent  this  morninge  I thinke  vi*  viii'^  or  is  litle 
xviii^  wch  Matthew  North  hath  enough  for  Matthews  Charges 
layde  downe  pray  pay  him  againe  and  expences.” 

B:Dr. 

Leaving  Almondbury  now  for  a time,  some  mention  must  be  made 
of  a batch  of  ten  letters  * concerning  the  tenement  at  Draughton, 
dating  between  July,  1674  and  June,  1680.  They  are  hardly  worth 
giving  in  full,  but  the  substance  of  them  is  interesting,  as  showing 
what  ultimately  became  of  this  portion  of  the  original  inheritance  of 
the  Chantry  of  St.  Nicholas  in  Skipton.  It  would  appear  that  the 
land  referred  to  had  remained,  since  the  beginning  of  the  century,  in 
the  hands  of  the  family  of  Oldfield,  who  had,  however,  never  paid 
rent  for  it.  Sometime  about  the  period  now  under  consideration  it 
seems  that  one  Robert  Oldfield  died,  and  left  the  land  to  John  and 
George  Whitingham,  together  with  other,  presumably  adjoining,  parts 
of  his  estate.  The  Whitinghams  apparently  desired  to  sell  the  land, 
thereby,  or  in  some  other  way,  incurring  the  displeasure  of  Francis 
Wainman,  who  in  all  probability  had  been  in  occupation  as  tenant  to 
Robert  Oldfield.  Francis  Wainman  then  took  the  line  that  the  land 
was  not  the  property  of  the  Whitinghams  at  all,  but  belonged  to  the 
School,  and  he  approached  the  Governors,  persuading  them  to  grant 
his  son  a lease  of  it.  The  lease,  which  was  for  ten  years,  was  dated 
24th  July,  1675,  the  rent  being  40s.  a year  and  the  fine  named  £1. 
The  Whitinghams  did  not  accept  the  position,  but  challenged  Wain- 
man’s  possession  in  court.  The  latter  constantly  importuned  the 
Governors  to  contest  their  title,  but  they  left  it  to  him,  refusing  to 
move  in  the  matter  themselves,  with  the  consequence  that  he  lost  his 
case.  The  final  letter  in  the  series  is  an  appeal  from  Wainman  to  the 
Governors  to  pay  him  his  expenses  in  collecting  the  evidence  from  the 
Abbey  at  Bolton,  and  in  contesting  the  suit.  He  was  throughout 
merely  making  a catspaw  of  the  Governors,  who  certainly  never  paid 
him  the  money  he  asked  for.  They  were,  as  a matter  of  fact,  very 
hard  up  at  the  time,  on  account  of  expenses  incurred  in  another  suit, 
which  will  now  be  related. 

* See  Appendix  III,  documents  206  to  211,  213,  217,  218  and  225. 
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In  November,  1679,  as  already  mentioned  in  Chapter  I,  the  Arch- 
bishop, and  Dean  and  Chapter  of  York  exhibited  a libel  against 
John  Farrer  and  Matthew  North,  farmers  of  the  Rectory  of  Almond- 
bury,  for  the  payment  of  the  pensions  of  6s.  8d.  and  3s.  id.  respectively, 
that  had  been  reserved  to  them  in  1486  at  the  appropriation  of  the 
Rectory  by  Archbishop  Rotherham.  These  pensions  had  not  been 
paid  since  the  Restoration,  and  presumably  not  during  the  Common- 
wealth. Farrer  and  North  passed  the  libel  on  to  the  Governors,  who 
in  turn  referred  it  to  the  Bishop  of  Chester  for  his  consideration.  The 
Bishop  wrote  to  the  Archbishop  of  York  and  also  to  the  Dean,  receiving 
the  following  replies  : 

(a)  From  the  Dean.  222 

“ May  it  please  yo’'  Lordship 

Imediately  upon  the  receipt  of  yo^  Lordshipp’s,  I comunicated  it 
to  the  rest  of  my  Brethren  of  this  Chapter,  who  all  readily  agreed,  as 
yo^  LoPP  pleased  to  desire,  to  stop  proceedings  in  ye  suite  for  Almonbury 
till  the  next  Assizes  ; and  then  also,  for  avoyding  mutuall  charge,  to 
conferre  with  what  Councell  the  Governours  of  Clitheroe  shall  make 
choice  of  here  at  York  on  yt  behalfe  ; For  themselves,  they  deem  it 
needlesse  altogether  to  trouble  any  Counsell  in  the  matter,  being  so 
plaine  a Case  in  short  but  this.  About  ye  yeare  1684  [sic — a mistake 
for  1486,  the  date  given  in  the  libel  ?]  Arch  Bp  Rotheram  at  the 
Petition  of  persons  interested  Appropriates  Almonbury  Rectory  with 
the  Tythes  to  a College  then  in  Rotheram  Towne  ; and  because  upon 
that  Appropriation  it  was  manifest  the  see  of  York  would  loose  all  the 
ordinary  Institucons  w^^  other  Appendages  of  its  Jurisdiction,  the 
Chapter  of  York  their  contingent  ones  on  Vacancies,  & the  Archdeacon 
his  Inductions,  The  yearely  Pensions  therefore  of  6®  8^  to  ye  Arch  Bp, 
of  3®  4^^  to  ye  Chapter,  of  1®  8^^  to  the  Archdeacon  separatim  indemni- 
tatum  ratione  were  reserved  in  the  Grant  respectively.  Since,  and 
under  ye  Appropriacon  it  is  presumed  the  Schole  of  Clitherow  claimes 
those  tythes,  but  still  and  alwayes  subject  to  the  former  Reservacons  : 
And  of  this  for  what  concernes  this  Chapter  of  ours,  it  is  humbly  con- 
ceived ye  Governours  of  that  Schole  are  not  altogether  so  ignorant  as 
they  seem  to  pretend  ; for  they  have  already  taken  out  copies  of  our 
Libell,  where  the  Chapters  Title  is  fully  sett  forth  ; and  have  or  might 
at  easy  charge  have  made  search  into  the  Instruments  themselves  still 
extant  in  two  publick  Registries,  his  Grace’s  and  his  Chapter’s. 

My  Lord  it  is  hoped  the  payment  of  a pension  so  smal  out  of  so 
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considerable  an  Income  will  not  be  thought  any  great  prejudice  to  the 
schoole  on  the  other  side  Avee  are  well  assured  The  ^\dthllolding  it  in 
the  Consequence  may  prove  of  great  Mischeif  to  this  poore  Church,  a 
full  Eighth  of  whose  Revenue  stands  in  these  smal  things,  within 
these  last  7 or  8 years  this  Church  has  recovered  above  30  severall 
pensions  vAhheld  & all  or  the  most  part  of  jm  standing  upon  the  same 
ffoot  wth  this  of  Almondbury  and  in  very  short  Time  wth.  Gods  help 
we  doubt  not  at  all  to  fetch  in  these  few  yt  are  behind 

My  Lord  for  myselfe  it  remaines  only  to  begg  yo^  LoPP®  pardon  for 
the  length  of  this  paper  trouble  hopeing  it  will  be  taken  in  some  tolerable 
good  part  from  him  who  as  well  by  ancient  as  present  duty  is  always 
obhged  to  remaine 

y^our  LoPPs  most  obedient 

& most  humble  servent 
J.  Wickham.” 

(6)  From  the  Archbishop. 

My  Lord, 

Your  LordPs  of  december  I reed  not  till  the  second  of  this  Instant 
February.  I intended  to  have  sent  you  an  Accompt  of  it  by  ye  same 
hand  with  the  Deane  of  A^ork  But  as  I was  forced  to  be  something 
longer  in  sending  for  the  Registry  booke  from  York  to  satisfie  myselfe 
and  your  LordP  in  the  Ground  of  the  pension  so  I was  thereby  made 
slower  in  my  returne  But  I shall  obey  your  Comands  in  staying  the 
proceedings  agt  the  Tenants  till  the  Assizes  And  then  though  the 
business  be  nothing  concerning  Comon  Lawe  as  being  only  of  Ecclesi- 
astical! Cognisance,  yet  if  yo^  LordP  for  the  ffeofPees  will  be  pleased 
to  send  any  either  Comon  Lawyers  or  Civilians  or  any  other  Intelligent 
person  they  shall  be  directed  where  they  may  satisfie  themselves  with 
their  ovuie  Eyes  by  what  Right  both  the  ArchbPP  and  the  Deane  and 
Chapter  claime  the  pensions  which  they  respectively  demand  vizt 
the  former  6*  the  Latter  3*  4^  p)  Ann  at  Christmas  & Midsumer  by 
even  & equall  porcons  which  is  so  smale  a sume  that  it  is  not  consider- 
able either  to  them  who  pay  it  or  to  them  who  receive  it,  but  only  to 
manteine  the  right  of  them  & their  successors,  what  hath  run  in  arrear 
& costs  of  sute  hath  not  been  our  ffault  but  the  ffeoffees  who  ought 
to  have  paid  the  pensions  yearly  without  suite  But  I p^sume  that, 
neither  will  that  be  so  great  a burthen  as  to  charge  either  the  school- 
master or  the  usher  with  any  diminution  of  their  yearly  salaries  but 
that  the  Revenues  of  the  Rectory  will  extend  to  support  this  and  all 

L 
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other  Burthens  incumbent  upon  it.  However  it  be  I make  this  good 
use  of  the  occasion  to  hear  of  your  LordP®  good  health  for  the  Con- 
tinuance whereof  is  the  dayly  prayer  of 

Your  LordPs  ver  lo  : brother 

Bishopthorp  & humble  servant 

ffeh  11  1679/80  Rich  Ebor.” 

Upon  receipt  of  these  letters  the  Bishop  of  Chester  wrote  to  the 
Governors  : 

“ Gentlemen 

I have  received  an  Answer  to  my  letters  both  from  my  Ld  Arch 
Bishop  & ye  Deane  of  Yorke.  Both  wch  have  promised  to  proceede 
no  further  in  ye  suit  till  ye  Assizes  at  Yorke,  & then  to  admitt  a con- 
ference wth  any  of  your  Counsel  to  avoid  mutuall  charge.  More  then 
this  I could  not  expect  from  them  ; onely  thus  much  I observe  out  of 
their  kindnesse  to  mee  in  their  Letters  ; yt  they  are  so  confident  of 
their  right  they  have  to  ye  money  which  they  require  that  they  wille 
be  ready  to  shew  ye  Ancient  Records  for  it,  both  in  ye  Registry  of  ye 
Arch  Bp,  & of  ye  Chapter.  So  yt  I doe  imagine  you  will  never  be 
able  to  deny  ye  paying  of  ye  Pensione.  All  I doubt  you  can  doe  is  to 
gaine  some  ease  in  costs  & arrears,  in  wch  1 wish  you  good  successe. 
I have  approved  & licensed  ye  Person  whome  you  have  chosen  for 
Usher  : & he  seemes  to  mee  to  be  a man  like  to  doe  you  good 
service. 

Gentlemen, 

Chester  ffehr  27  I am 

1679/80  Your  faithfuil  friend  & servant 

Jo  [John  Pearson]  Cestriens.” 

The  Usher  referred  to  at  the  end  of  this  last  letter  was  of  course 
Anthony  Walmsley.  After  the  receipt  of  this  letter  from  the  Bishop, 
the  Governors  appear  to  have  taken  Counsel’s  opinion  in  the  matter. 
The  facts  themselves  do  not  seem  to  be  in  dispute.  That  the  pensions 
were  being  paid  by  the  College  of  Rotherham  before  its  dissolution  is 
clear  from  the  evidence  given  in  the  first  chapter.  Statutes  34  & 35 
Henry  VIII,  cap.  19,  enacted  220  that  “ all  pensions  etc  due  out  of 
religious  houses  and  lands  disolved,  shall  be  paid  to  Bishops,  & other 
Ecclesiastical  persons  by  the  occupiers  of  the  same  lands,  tythes  & 
other  estates  if  such  Ecclesiastical  person  were  seized  thereof  within 
ten  years  before  the  dissolution.”  Two  main  points  were  raised  by 
the  Governors’  Counsel  ; (a)  Whether  they  were  discharged  by  the 
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Statute  of  Limitations,  and  (b)  Whether  a pension  that  was  intended 
originally  to  defray  the  expenses  of  Visitation  should  not  cease  on  the 
dissolution  of  the  religious  houses  that  had  to  be  Visited. — “ cessante 
causa  cessat  effectus  He  gave  as  his  final  opinion  that  “ if  they 
can  prove  the  pencon  pd  or  demanded  before  ’42  that  the  warr  begann 
I would  pay  them  According  to  the  receipt  books  produced  for 
the  Archbishop  and  Dean  and  Chapter  the  pensions  were  paid  in  the 
years  1609,  1625  and  1634. The  Governors  accordingly  despatched 
the  Master,  Thomas  Cockcroft,  to  York,  with  the  following  letter  to 
the  Archbishop  ^26  : 

“ May  it  please  yo^  Grace. 

That  wee  the  Gov^n^®  of  ye  free  Grammar  schoole  of  Clytherow 
haveinge  not  of  late  had  ye  conveniency  of  meetinge  together,  by  reason 
some  of  us  have  been  out  of  ye  Country  could  not  therefore  make 
our  address  unto  you  for  wch  our  neglect  wee  humbly  Implore  yo^ 
Graces  pardon,  & wthall  begg  yo^  Gratious  fav^®  in  the  Concerne  of 
our  poore  schoole,  wth  wch  you  have  beene  allready  acquainted  & for 
yo’'  further  satisfaction,  the  bearer  hereof  Mr.  Cockcroft  our  Cheife 
Master  of  the  sd  schoole  will  give  you  a more  satisfactory  account. 
Wee  presume  yo^  Grace  hath  beene  Informed,  & doth  believe  yt  the 
Revenues  of  our  poore  schoole  doth  farr  surmount  wt  in  reall  truth 
they  are,  but  upon  a right  understandinge  wee  hope  you  will  be  better 
satisfy de,  & in  yo^  Juditious  Judgm^e  conceive  yt  little  or  nothinge 
of  the  sd  revenues  (consideringe  the  Master  & Ushers  yearely  sallary 
& ye  charges  insident  to  ye  repayre  & collection,  of  ye  sd  schoole  & 
yearely  Incomes)  cann  remayne  in  & above  defrayinge  the  reasonable 
charge  thereof  Wee  therefore  humbly  hope  yt  yo^  Grace  (upon  a due 
Consideration  hereof)  will  bee  pleased  Gratiousely  to  remitt  the 
arreareages  of  the  pentions  demanded  out  of  our  tythes  at  Almondbury 
by  yo^  Grace,  for  wtever  wee  doe  must  be  deducted  out  of  the  Master 
& Ushers  wages  wch  are  verry  smalle  their  care  & paynes  considered, 
and  for  the  future  whilst  wee  are  concerned  as  Govern^®  for  the  sd 
schoole,  wee  will  take  care  yt  the  pencons  demanded  be  duly  pd 
Begginge  yo^  Graces  Pardon  for  this  trouble  wee  rest 

Yo^  Graces  humble  & most 

obedient  serv^®.” 

The  results  of  Cockcroft’s  visit  to  York  may  be  gathered  from  the 
entries  on  the  first  page  of  the  account  book  previously  referred  to  : 
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£ 5.  d. 


“ Imprs  Memd  that  there  were  at  ye  sd  24th  of  June 
1680  remaining  only  in  the  publicke  stock 
kept  in  a purse  in  ye  schoole  Chist  07  18 
July  29th  Note  that  there  were  disbursed  and  ex- 
pended touching  a sute  brought  by  his 
Grace  the  Dean  & Chapter  of  Yorke  agt 
ye  ffarmrs  of  Almonbury  Rectory  part  of 
ye  Revenues  belonging  to  the  said  schoole 
as  followeth  : 

Imprs  pd  to  ye  sd  Dean  & Chapter  a pension 
of  3s  4d  p)  Annum  in  arreare  for  20ty  years 


& 1 03  08 

It  pd  for  Acquittances  at  8d  p)  Ann  00  13 

It  pd  for  Charges  of  Sute  04  03 

It  pd  to  ye  Archbpp  for  a pension  of  6s  8d  p) 

Ann  for  16tne  years  5£  : 6s  : 8d  : whereof 
he  returned  back  ye  one  halfe  & reed  but  02  13 
It  pd  for  Acquittances  at  8d  p)  ann  for  I6tne 

years  & 00  II 

It  pd  for  Charges  of  Sute  04  03 

It  ffor  Mr  Cockcrofts  Charges  in  his  journey 

being  5 dayes  absent  00  15 


4 

4 

4 


4 

0 

4 

0 


The  totall  of  ye  sd  disbursmts  is  16  07  8 


Towards  ye  paymt  whereof  ye  sd  sume  of 
7£  : 18s  ; 2^d  ye  totall  of  ye  publicke  stock 
abovemenconed  was  given  to  ye  sd  Mr 
Cockcroft  before  he  tooke  his  Journey  wch 
accompted  makes  ye  schoole  now  to  in 
arreare  in  ye  sume  of  08  09 

note  yt  this  sume  Mr  Cockcroft  laid  down 
& is  to  have  ye  same  repaid.” 

Fortunately  for  Mr.  Cockcroft  the  time  for  renewing  the  leases  of 
the  School  lands  was  at  hand,  and  the  following  year  £21  11s.  was 
received  in  fines  from  the  tenants  for  their  new  leases,  the  sum  available 
in  the  School  chest  being  then  £23  13s.  9d.  which  was  disposed  of 
as  follows  276  • 
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‘‘  July  1st  pd  then  the  pension  due  to  his  Grace  ye  £ s.  d. 
Deane  & Chapter  of  Yorke  for  one  year 
out  of  the  Rectory  of  Almonbury  at 
pentecost  last  past  00  10  0 

pd  for  Acquittances  00  01  4 

Given  Mr  Squires  Clerke  for  getting  Ac- 
quittances signed  the  sd  Mr  Squire  being 
gone  to  a Court  00  00  6 


Tot  11  10 


7ber  14th  pd  then  to  Mr  Holmes  procter  touching  the 
sute  wth  his  Grace  ye  Dean  & Chapter 
aforesaid  according  to  a Bill  of  perticulers 
und^  his  hand  02  00  0 

Both  which  said  sumes  and  ye  8£  : 9s  : b\d  : 
menconed  on  the  first  page  wch  ye 
schoole  was  then  in  arrear,  and  owing  to 
Mr  Cockcroft  makes  11  01 

Which  sd  sume  menconed  on  the  bottome 
of  ye  last  page  being  deducted  out  of  ye 
whole  moneys  in  ye  school  Chist  makes 
the  Remaindr  thereof  to  be  at  this  22th 
of  7ber  Instant 

Mr  Cockcroft  being  then  paid  12  12  5.V  ” 

This  brought  the  affair  to  a close,  and  from  then  on,  until  the 
tithes  were  disposed  of  in  1846,  the  pensions  were  paid  fairly  regularly, 
in  lump  sums  every  few  years,  though  there  were  occasional  lapses 
resulting  in  the  Governors  being  sued  for  them  at  the  Assizes  at  York. 


It  now  remains,  in  order  to  complete  the  account  of  the  dealings  of 
the  Governors  with  Almondbury  during  this  century,  to  consider 
certain  aspects  of  their  relations  with  the  Vicars.  John  Crosland 
died,  as  already  stated,  in  January,  1644/5.  The  next  entries  given 
in  Canon  Hulbert’s  list  of  the  Vicars  are 
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“ February  14th  1647  Thomas  Naylor,  M.A. 

June  13th  1663  John  Robinson.  Ordained  Priest  by  Archbishop 
Solwen. 

June  14th  1663  Inducted  Sep.  14th  by  Hen  Hirst.” 

From  certain  correspondence  of  the  early  part  of  1683,  it  seems 
that  this  Mr.  Robinson  was  then  seriously  ill ; that  in  fact,  according 
to  a letter  from  Jo  Kaye,  dated  8th  January,  1682/3,  on  “ Christmas 
Day  last  he  sunck  down  in  the  Pulpitt,  was  taken  out  extreamly  ill, 
& carried  home  by  neighbours  in  a Chaire  ; and  hath  never  since 
been  able  to  officiate.  And  yesterday  he  told  me,  he  doubted  he 
should  never  be  able  to  preach  more  ; soe  that  how  soon  he  may  be 
disposed  of,  the  all  wise  God  only  knows.”  While  he  lay  thus  seriously 
ill  the  Governors  received  various  petitions  from  inhabitants  of  Almond- 
bury  supporting  the  claim  of  two  candidates  for  the  living,  Mr.  Stephen 
Kaye  * and  Mr.  Joshua  Jackson  They  also  received  the 

following  “ petition  of  ye  children  of  Mr.  John  Robinson,  Vicar 
of  Almondbury  ”. 

“ That  whereas  ye  said  children  are  very  much  afraid  (their  father 
lying  upon  his  death  bed)  yt  he  can  scarcely  live  whilst  Easter,  and  if 
so  yt  yn  they  are  likely  to  be  ruined  he  their  said  father  having  made 
no  provision  for  yem  & his  condition  being  so  low  by  reason  of  his 
youthful  profusenesse  but  on  the  contrary  so  much  indebted  that  the 
goods  will  scarce  answer  his  debts  & funeral  expences  unless  assisted 
and  relieved  by  the  grant  of  one  favour  from  the  Gentlemen  ffeofees 
of  the  Schoole  of  Clithero,  wch  is  that  they  would  be  humbly  pleased 
not  to  dispose  of  his  the  said  Mr  John  Robinson’s  place  before  Easter 
aforesaid  that  his  children  may  have  ye  benefit  of  ye  dues,  wch  is  but 
a reasonable  requeste  there  being  but  five  weekes  before  ye  year  be 
expended  and  ye  said  distressed  children  will  take  care  ye  place  be 
well  supplyed  during  yt  small  parcel  of  time  & they  have  therefore 
humbly  requested  us  whose  names  are  here  subscribed  to  recommend 
their  deplorable  condition  to  you  the  said  Gentlemen  ffeofees  hoping 
yt  you  will  take  it  into  serious  consideration  & look  upon  them  as 
objects  of  Charity  who  are  seaven  in  number  & one  only  provided  for, 
& yt  but  in  an  ordinary  manner.  . . 

* Described  as  a neighbour  of  Clitheroe  by  birth  and  of  Almondbury  by 
residence. 

I Stated  to  be  Curate  of  the  neighbouring  parish  of  Kirkheaton. 
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These  intrigues  while  their  Vicar  lay  dying  cannot  but  be  described 
as  a most  ungodly  scramble.  The  Governors  took  no  notice  of  any 
of  the  correspondence,  except  to  admonish  Mr.  Robinson  to  see  that 
his  place  was  well  supplied  during  his  illness  and  to  acknowledge  Sir 
John  Kaye’s  letter  on  behalf  of  Joshua  Jackson,  but  reserving  freedom 
of  action."'*®  Robinson  died  ^^3  on  or  shortly  before  28th  February, 
1682/3,  and  the  following  entries  in  the  School  accounts  are  dated 
3rd  March  : 

“ Spent  at  Win  Baines  when  a Certificate  came  that  Mr  £ s.  (L 
Robinson,  late  Vicar  of  Almondbury  was  then 
deceased  00  05  6 

ffor  3 sheets  of  paper  at  ye  presentacon  of  Mr  Philipson 

to  ye  sd  vicarage  of  Almondbury  p)  Jo  : Wildman  00  00  Of 

In  Canon  Hulbert’s  list  of  the  Vicars  is  the  following  note  ; 

“ 23  March  1682/3  Cams  Philipson,  by  the  Governors  of  Clitheroe 
School  Inducted  by  George  Crosland,  Clerk,  Mar  26.  Ordained 
Deacon  by  John,  Bp  of  Chester,  6 Aug.  1671  ; and  Priest  by 
the  same  14  June  1674.” 

He  was  Curate  (presumably  incumbent)  of  Downham  * at  the  Episco- 
pal Visitations  in  1674  and  1677,  in  the  latter  of  which  he  was  styled 
M.A.,  so  that  he  was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Clitheroe  before  his 
presentation  to  Almondbury.  That  he  was  then  a friend  of  the 
Governors  is  made  clear  by  his  correspondence  to  be  given  shortly. 
It  is  also  to  be  noted  that  he  signed  as  a witness  to  several  leases  of 
the  School  lands  in  1681,  so  that  he  was  presumably  with  the  Governors 
on  Midsummer  Day  of  that  year,  and  very  possibly  preached  the 
Commemoration  Sermon.  Further  evidence  of  his  associations  with 
Clitheroe  at  about  this  time  is  contained  in  the  following  entries  in 
Clitheroe  Register. 

“ Christopher  Kendall  and  Jennett  Dugdall  sayd  they  were  marryed 
ffebruary  the  14th,  1680,  but  I never  had  any  testimonial!  thereof  brought. 

WiLLM  BaNKES.” 

“ May  ye  20th  1704 

I received  a testimonial!  from  ye  Reverend  Mr  Philipson,  now  Vicar 

* His  name  is  not  in  the  Downham  Register,  but  a contemporary  George 
Philipson  of  Bearle  occurs  there  and  may  be  a relation. 
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of  Almondbury  yt  ye  above  named  Christopher  Kendall  and  Jennet 
Dugdall  were  married  Feb.  ye  14,  1680,  as  above  : 

Witness  my  hand 

Tho  Taylor 
Minr.  of  Clithero.” 

Witness  also 
Richard  Dugdall. 

There  are  three  letters  extant  from  Philipson  to  the  Governors, 
and  they  are  of  considerable  interest,  throwing  much  light  on  his 
character.  The  first,  dated  19th  August,  1684,  is  addressed  to  Mr. 
Ashton,  but  the  first  half  has  unfortunately  been  cut  away.  The 
last  paragraph  reads  ; 

“ I heard  yt  you  were  very  angry  about  ye  Quire  & yt  you  sent 
word  to  mee  about  ye  doeing  of  it,  but  ye  message  was  deliv^d  in  such 
dubious  termes  yt  I could  not  imagine  what  to  make  of  it,  unles  you 
would  have  mee  to  have  done  it  of  my  own  charges  : Besides  to  do 
it  right  will  require  a great  deal  of  money  & ye  farmers  by  their  lease 
(which  I have  Seen)  are  obliged  to  do  it  of  their  charge,  which  there- 
fore they  may  come  to  do  sup)ficially  to  serve  a year  or  two,  but  they 
were  not  very  importunate  yt  I should  do  it,  because  if  I had  I would 
have  done  it  substantial!  if  I had  been  certain  who  should  have  paid 
mee  and  they,  as  they  had  reason,  were  affraid  ye  charges  would  fall 
on  themselves.  It  is  now  a doing  and  will  be  finish’d  I think  either 
to  night  or  to  morrow.  My  service  to  all  our  old  acquaintance  & to 
all  y’"  brethren  the  Gov^iY®  & to  Mr  SlaU  & every  Christian  body  yt 
asks  on  me  : my  father  gives  his  service  to  you,  so  doth  y^ 

lo  friend 

C Philipson.” 

Philipson  received  no  satisfaction  from  the  Governors  in  the  matter, 
though  Matthew  North  was  paid  £2  on  10th  September,  1684,  and  a 
further  5s.  on  7th  July,  1685,  for  helping  to  repair  the  Chancel.  It 
was,  in  fact,  only  to  be  expected  that  the  Governors  would  be  highly 
incensed  at  Philipson’ s attempt  to  force  their  hands.  Eventually, 
in  June,  1686,  he  again  addressed  them  in  a lengthy  and  characteristic 
epistle  : 

“ WoRSHiPFULL  Gentlemen  & my  very  good  friends  & Patrons. 

I shall  not  trouble  you  with  any  unnecesary  Complemts  because 
our  former  intimacy,  ye  present  brevity  of  time  and  ye  aflictions 
incumbent  upon  mee  at  this  instant  are  each  of  them  a septate  Apology 
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for  yt  usuall  trifle.  I shall  in  short  tell  you,  yt  I had  fully  resolved  to 
have  waited  on  you  at  this  season,  but  yt  it  hath  pleased  God  so  to 
afflict  my  little  son  with  a sudden  complication  of  distemper  vizt.  a 
rupture  in  his  body,  ye  chinchough,  fellon,*  bleeding,  but  above  all  an 
inflamacon  in  his  head,  which  hath  bred  a Catarr  in  his  eyes  one  where- 
of hee  hath  lost  yesterday  & i doubt  he  will  scarce  be  alive  wn  this 
comes  to  yo’^  hands,  i have  in  vain  been  at  ye  charges  of  all  ye  help 
this  Country  affords.  Worthy  friends,  I have  alwaies  been  in  trouble 
since  I came  hither,  because  of  ye  tythes  & oblacons  which  my  prede- 
cessors negligence  hath  so  curtail’d  that  when  I look  for  ym  by  law  I 
incur  ye  Censure  of  a Miserable  Covetous  surly  factious  fellow,  and 
yet  (god  bee  prais’d)  I have  still  ye  better  end  of  ye  staff  (as  they 
say)  and  have  hitherto  have  come  of  Conqueror,  so  yt  whensoever  I 
dye  or  leave  it  I hope  it  will  bee  in  peace  to  my  successors  with  a 
fair  house  which  hath  cost  mee  35^^  in  repairing.  And  I can  assure 
you  if  you  had  put  in  such  another  as  Mr  Robinson,  ye  vicarage  of 
Almonbury  would  in  a short  time  would  have  been  brought  to  30^^ 
p)  annu  or  lesse.  That  which  is  my  greatest  obstruction  is  yt  I have 
grally  [generally]  my  evidence  to  fetch  out  of  my  enimies  chests  ; 
but  I have  contrive  a way  to  do  it  hitherto  though  with  charges. 

Gent  mn  I doubt  not  of  y^  pDpetuall  respects  to  mee,  whatsoever 
some  unworthy  persons  may  signify  to  you  agst  mee  in  order  to 
adulterate  y^  good  opinions  of  mee  Anything  wherein  ’tis  justly  possible 
for  mee  to  serve  you  may  comand  by  letter  as  well  as  if  I were  with 
you.  And  I hope  you  will  none  of  you  ever  come  so  near  sacriledge 
as  to  abridge  ye  vicarage  of  i\.lmonbury  of  any  of  its  due  rights  as  I 
shall  never  entertain  a thought  of  entrenching  upon  yours.  As  I 
am  not  ignorant  of  y^  oath  you  take  to  preserve  the  rights  of  your 
schoole,  ye  breach  whereof  intailes  a Curse  upon  you  & yours  ; so  I 
know  yt  you  are  not  ignorant  yt  God  hath  intaild  a Curse  upon  Sacri- 
ledge even  to  extirpation  of  their  names  and  families.  ’Tis  a madnes 
to  rob  peter  for  ye  paying  of  Paul.  I sent  you  here  an  account  of  ye 
Armes  ; i.e.  of  y^  p)portionable  share  due  to  bee  pd  to  mee.  As  to 
yt  which  is  alleged  cone  mortuaries,  if  ever  you  find  yt  they  did  belong 
to  Jesus  Colledge  in  Rotheram,  then  I will  pas  ym  by  ; Though  ye 
grant  of  ye  schoole  revenues  may  have  in  it  such  a word  ; yt  implyes 
only  thus  much,  yt  if  ye  mortuaries  of  Almonbury  did  belong  to  Jesus 
Colledge,  yn  you  have  a right  to  ym  ; for  tis  onely  a word  of  course 
usuall  in  such  Grants  : I will  give  you  a convincing  argument,  The 

* Chinchough  = whooping-cough;  fellon  = whitlow  (D.  S.  Fairweather). 
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t3rbhes  of  Woodsome  and  fferneley  Tyas,  did  formerly  belong  to  ye 
Colledge  of  Rotheram,  Robert  Kay  (so  I think  was  his  name)  im- 
propriated ye  same,  and  in  his  grant  hath  ye  word  Mortuaria  in  Course 
granted  to  him  & his  heirs  for  ever  ; yet  they  were  such  mortuaries 
as  did  belong  to  Jesus  Colledge  in  Rotheram  happeing  to  fall  due  in 
Woodsome  & fferneley  before  yt  time  to  ye  Colledge  of  Rotheram,  it 
must  needs  follow  yt  if  Kgs  Grant  extends  not  to  ym  ; ffor  they  have 
been  paid  time  out  of  mind  to  ye  vicars  of  Almonbury  ; Now  ye  same 
plea  yt  you  use  for  ye  mortuaries  falling  in  ye  rest  of  ye  Parish  might 
Sr  J Kay  use  for  ye  Mortuaries  falling  within  ffarneley  &c.  The 
Mortuaries  of  ye  Parishes  of  Almonbury,  Huddersfield,  Heaton,  Burton, 
Thornhill,  & Emley  did  all  of  ym  anciently  belong  to  ye  Mother  church 
of  Dewisbury  ; and  I and  my  predecessors  do  and  ever  heretofore 
have  paid  on  Easter  Monday  3-^  ¥ & on  Michaelmas  day  3’^  4^  to 
ye  vicar  of  Dewisbury  as  a pension  for  ye  same  ; and  the  other  parishes 
pay  proportionably  some  more  some  les.  I have  a suit  with  some 
Marsden  people  about  ym  and  other  dues,  which  occasioned  mee  to 
send  a man  to  York  on  purpose  this  last  week  for  a note  out  of  ye 
endowmt  of  ye  Vicarage  of  Almonbury  & of  ye  Ordination  or  Conse- 
cration of  ye  said  Revenues  to  ye  Church,  which  view  of  ye  Records 
with  this  note  cost  mee  13^  4^^  I have  sent  ye  said  note  to  you  by 
Matthew  North  to  p)use  for  y^  satisfaction  ; pray  send  it  mee  agn  or 
else  you  greatly  injure  mee. 


Cone.  Armes  there  is  due  to 

pro  Annis  1683  & 1684 

mee 

s 

23 

d 

7 

p)  anno  1685 

03 

0 

ffor  repairing  ye  Chancell 

Imprimis 

09 

6 

of  old  yt  I gave  you  an 

ffor  slate  two  wain  load 

6 

8 

account  of  before, 
at  ten  groats  a load 

ffor  bringing  it 

6 

00 

at  3s  a load 

ffor  mosse 

1 

00 

ffor  100  heart  lathes 

3 

00 

other  laths  I could  have 

ffor  400  nailes 

ffor  wages  to  two  men  for  4 
dales 

8 

00 

had  for  lOd  p)  cent. 

I know  not  yet  ye  man 
being  gone  from  home. 
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In  all  there  is  due  to  mee  for  Armes  or  repaires  ye  sume  of  02^*  00^'  09'^ 
Besides  for  nailes  which  yet  I know  not,  pray  let  Matt  North  pay 
mee  ; I have  received  only  towards  ye  same  (with  a great  deal  of 
trouble)  ye  sume  of  00 — 13s — 4d  for  two  burialls  which  being  sub- 
stracted  there  yet  remaines  due  to  mee  7*  5'^  besides  nailes.  I 
gave  ym  about  50  laths  more  of  my  own  ; Gent  whether  you  pay  mee 
or  not  I will  not  bee  so  ungratefull  as  to  think  of  sueing  &c  But  yn 
you  will  give  leave  to  arrest  my  own  tyth  or  some  such  thing  ; I shall 
not  adde  but  yt  I am  and  still  will  Continue  your  most  humble  & 
affectionate  friend  & servant 

Almonbury,  Carus  Philipson 

June  '2Wi  1686. 

I pray  you  good  Srs  order  Matthew  North  to  pay  mee.” 

There  are  various  points  worthy  of  comment  in  this  letter.  In 
the  first  instance  it  is  strange  that,  with  all  his  cuteness,  Philipson 
should  have  made  a mistake  in  his  addition,  and  demanded  a pound 
too  little  from  the  Governors.  They  paid  him,  as  a matter  of  fact, 
according  to  the  book  of  accounts, £1  3^.  on  the  last  day  of  July, 
1686.  In  the  fight  of  the  third  letter  of  Philipson  to  be  quoted  shortly, 
it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  Governors  did  not  admit  liability  for 
the  amount  of  26s.  Id.  ''  for  Armes  ”,  but  that  their  payment  was  for 
the  £1  14s.  2d.  spent  on  the  Chancel,  together  with  2s.  2d.  for  nails, 
and  less  the  13s.  4d.  for  burials.  With  regard  to  the  point  raised  by 
Philipson  about  Mortuaries,  etc.,  the  facts  would  appear  to  be  as 
follows  : In  1349  the  Vicarage  of  Dewsbury  was  ordained,  and 
endowed  among  other  things  with  the  mortuaries  and  other  dues 
from  the  parish  of  Almondbury.  In  3 Edward  VI,  in  the  endow- 
ment of  the  Vicarage  of  Almondbury,  these  dues  became  part  of 
the  perquisites  of  the  Vicar  there,  he  paying  at  Easter  and  Michaelmas 
a pension  of  £1  3s.  3d.  to  the  Vicar  of  Dewsbury*  ; and  this  grant 
was  renewed  and  ordained  to  the  Vicarage  of  Almondbury  in  perpetuity 
by  Edwyn  Sandys,  Archbishop  of  York,  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth. 
The  matter  had  doubtless  been  raised  by  the  Governors,  perhaps  in 
answer  to  Philipson’s  first  letter.  The  two  burials  referred  to  in  the 
letter  would  be  in  the  Chancel,  and  the  position  adopted  by  Philipson, 
that  the  Governors  were,  as  Rectors,  entitled  to  the  fees  paid  for  burial 
in  the  Chancel,  but  that  he,  as  Vicar,  should  receive  the  other  mort- 

* Mr.  W.  H.  Sikes  of  Almondbury  informs  me  that  this  pension  is  still  paid 
to  the  Vicar  of  Dewsbury. 
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uaries,  small  tithes,  etc.,  was  undoubtedly  correct.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  the  certificate  of  the  record  of  the  Endowment  of  Almond- 
bury,258  which  Philipson  particularly  asked  to  be  returned  to  him, 
is  still  among  the  School  papers.  It  may  be  gathered  from  this  letter 
that  the  living  at  Almondbury  was  worth  very  considerably  more 
than  £30  a year,  the  contemptuously  small  sum  to  which  Philipson 
said  it  had  been  nearly  reduced  before  he  arrived.  It  seems  possible 
that  William  Nowell’s  statement  made  some  fifty  years  before,  that 
it  was  worth  £80  a year,  may  have  been  not  far  from  the  mark.  In 
any  case,  the  living  seems  to  have  been  quite  a good  one  for  those 
days.  The  matter  of  the  “ Armes  ” was  taken  up  again  a few  years 
later  by  Philipson,  in  a letter  to  the  then  Master.  He  had  perhaps 
given  up  hope  of  getting  the  money  from  the  Governors,  and  was 
attempting  to  bluff  the  Master  into  paying  him.  The  letter  reads  : 
“ SL 

I was  formerley  hinting  to  you,  as  I have  often  expressed  to  my 
very  good  patrons,  yt  you  are  charged  at  20^^  towards  ye  maintaining 
of  a foot  souldier  ; this  I have  sought  into  & find  by  Sr  John  Kays 
papers  yt  it  was  so  in  Mr  Crossland’s  dales,  which  was  in  ye  dales  of 
Kg  Charles  ye  1st,  though  at  that  time  as  hee  told  mee,  ye  tythes  were, 
but  leasd  for  ye  same  sum  ; but  yn  hee  said  they  were  much  under 
leasd  & hee  would  have  mee  to  apply  myself  to  ye  Deputy  Lieits 
now  at  Pomfrect  & Lord  Lieutent  to  whom  hee  would  have  written 
if  I had  requested  him  ; I told  him  yt  I was  unwilling  to  make  any 
stir,  if  fair  means  & reason  might  move  ; I am  now  6^^'  15®  out  of 
purse  since  I came.  My  charge  is  26^^  p)  annu,  yrs  20^^  Mr.  Greaves 
4^^  wch  compleat  50^^  to  ye  making  a foot  souldjer  ; I can  prove  yt 
hath  alwaies  paid  so,  as  by  ye  ancient  surveys  & orders  of  ye  militia 
for  our  town  and  township  doth  appear.  There  is  one  that  is  charged 
as  you  are  that  would  have  mee  to  exchange  with  Mr.  Darby  & so 
turn  you  over  to  him  to  joyne  with  him  at  ye  foot,  ye  other  would 
joyne  with  mee  because  Darby  is  alwaies  wrangling  with  him  to  pay 
more  yn  hee  is  chargd  at,  but  I will  not  do  it,  because  I would  first 
hear  your  resolution,  for  I would  do  nothing  that  might  look  like  an 
offence  or  in  reason  displease  my  good  patrons  : whom  I would  at 
this  time  have  seen,  but  that  it  hath  so  lately  pleased  god  to  bereave 
mee  of  my  son  wch  is  a very  great  affliction  to  mee. 

Sr.  There  is  now  two  burialls  to  account  for  to  ye  Governors  vizt. 
Carter’s  & my  son’s,  though  ’tis  a thing  p)bably  without  a president 
& might  easily  bee  avoyded  for  a minister  to  pay  dues  for  his  own 
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children’s  buriall,*  but  I scorne  to  scruple  at  such  a thing  ; 1 have 
got  4 load  of  Slate  & has  it  by  mee,  for  ye  repair  of  ye  great  Quire 
or  Chancell  & has  spoken  to  ye  slater  k hee  hath  put  niee  off  this 
month  k more,  but  it  shall  bee  done  so  soon  as  I can  get  him,  p)bably 
before  this  letter  come  to  y^  hand  k then  you  may  have  an  account. 

I have  had  a long  time  a suit  in  Chancery  k sev^all  in  ye  Sp)uall 
Court  but  god  bee  praisd  I have  conquerd  in  them  all,  because  I went 
upon  very  safe  grounds  ; so  yt  now  like  ye  Israelites  in  Solomon’s 
time,  I am  at  peace  with  all  about  mee  ; excepting  only  ye  Chancery 
suit,  which  so  confines  mee  that  I dare  not  bee  absent  one  post.  But 
so  soon  as  that  is  over  I designe  god  willing  to  come  k stay  a whole 
fortnight  amongst  my  old  good  friends  k bee  merry  with  them  I protest 
my  not  comeing  to  see  ym  doth  not  p)ceed  frm  any  ingratitude  remisnes 
or  forgetfulnes  but  meerly  urgency  of  busines. 

Pray  give  my  most  humble  service  k kind  respects  to  ye  gov^n^®  k 
informe  ym  of  ye  premises  k I desire  you  let  mee  not  bee  too  much  a 
sufferer,  seing  y^  share  yt  is  now  due  to  mee  is  02^^  14^,  wch  it  is  very 
hard  I shold  lose  ; but  if  I do  lose  it,  I must  take  another  p)tie.  There 
will  be  2s  more  due  ye  next  Wednesday  (i.e.)  25th  of  June  for  yn  my 
soldier  sets  forward  for  pomfract ; Give  my  service  to  my  very  dear 
k never  to  bee  forgotten  friend  Mr  Robert  Slater  k to  Chr  Wilkinson 
Esqr.,  k to  all  in  grail  as  if  I had  namd  ym  not  forgetting  Mrs  B. 
Thus  desireing  you  to  accept  ye  same  y^self  I rest  &C 

Yrs 

June  22th  1690.  C Philipson 

To  Mr.  Major  More,  Scholemastr  of  ye  free  gramar  Schole  of  Cletherow.” 

He  did  not  obtain  any  satisfaction  from  the  Governors  in  the  matter 
of  the  soldier’s  pay,  and  eventually,  in  1694,  he  carried  out  a previous 
threat  and  withheld  his  tithe.  The  following  items  relating  to  this 
incident  occur  in  the  accounts  for  24th  June,  1694. 

“ Spent  upon  John  ffarrar  at  his  comeing  to  Acquaint  ye  £ s.  d. 
Governors  yt  Mr  Phillipson  would  not  pay  his  Tyth 
but  kept  it  towards  ye  soldiers  pay  0 2 0 

* Philipson’s  son  had  apparently  recovered  from  the  illness  referred  to  in 
his  previous  letter,  but  had  not  survived  for  many  years.  The  entry  of  his 
burial  in  the  Almondbury  Register  runs  : t 

1690  Josephus  filius  unigentius  Cari  Philipson  vicarii  ad  Almonbury  hac  vita 
digressit  trigesirao  prirao  die  May  circa  hora  3tia  pomeridiana  & sepultus  erat 
tertio  die  Junii. 
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pd  to  John  ffarrar  out  of  ye  sd  Moneys  wch  was  wrongfully  £ s.  d. 
detained  & kept  back  by  Mr  Phillipson  for  his  Tythes, 
upon  the  Acct  (as  he  pretends)  of  ye  foot  Armes  wch 
was  never  pd  nor  demanded  before  * 2 2 0” 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  in  this  last  letter  from  Philipson  there  is  no 
mention  of  money  spent  on  the  Chancel.  As  a matter  of  fact  in  1695 
the  Governors  appointed  a Mr.  Scott  as  their  agent  to  see  that 
the  Chancel  of  the  Church  at  Almondbury  was  repaired  as  need  re- 
quired, and  to  collect  all  monies  due  to  them  in  respect  of  that  Church. 
In  1700  this  authority  was  transferred  to  the  farmers  of  the  tithe, 
and  the  settled  practice  from  then  on  seems  to  have  been  for  the 
farmers  to  attend  to  these  repairs,  and  to  present  the  bills  to  the 
Governors,  deducting  any  amounts  received  for  burials  in  the  Chancel. 
There  is  no  further  record  of  any  dealings  with  Cams  Philipson,  who 
died  in  January,  1705/6,  the  Governors  presenting  Thomas 
Tatham,*!’  who  had  preached  the  Commemoration  Sermon  in  1698, 
for  the  vacancy. 

The  rents  of  the  former  Chantry  lands  in  and  around  Skipton  had 
been  steadily  increased  every  ten  years,  when  the  leases  were  renewed, 
and  in  1692  they  were  raised  to  £17  13s.,  while  fines  amounting  to 
£25  8s.  were  then  paid. 

The  present  volume  may  well  be  brought  to  a close  by  giving 

* This  was  not  quite  true,  as  in  October,  1673,  Cams  Philipson’s  predecessor, 
Robinson,  sent  a bill  to  the  Governors  for  money  thus  spent ; while  in  the 
account  book  there  is  the  entry : 

“ 8ber  14th  1681  Spent  at  a meeting  to  returne  an  Answer  to  Sr 
John  Key’s  Letter  about  bearing  & contributing  to  ye  Armes 
wth  the  Vicar  of  Almondbury  out  of  the  Tenths  there  belonging 
to  ye  sd  schoole  at  Willm  Baines  & Richard  Sagers  £00  19s.  6d.” 

t Admitted  sizar  at  Christ’s  College,  Cambridge,  28  April,  1684,  son  of  Chris  ; 
born  at  Rathmell,  near  Settle  ; attended  school  at  Giggleswick  ; matriculated 
1684  (Venn,  Alumni  Cantab.).  T.  T.  of  Bank  Newton,  Gargrave,  clerk,  had 
licence  to  marry  27  April  1689  {Lancashire  Marriage  Bonds)  ; Curate  of  Colne 
from  1694  to  1706  (?)  when  his  successor  was  appointed  {Victoria  County  History 
of  Lancashire,  vi,  535),  Master  of  Whalley  Grammar  School  1692  to  1694  (?), 
when  his  successor  was  appointed  (Whitaker,  History  of  Whalley).  The  Visita- 
tion of  1696  shows  him  as  Curate  and  Schoolmaster  of  Colne,  his  licence  to  the 
Curacy  being  dated  10  May,  1694.  Vicar  of  Almondbury,  instituted  26  March 
1706,  inducted  29  March  by  Tho.  Heald  ; ordained  priest  by  the  Bishop  of 
Chester  25  Sept.  1682  (?)  ; buried  at  Almondbury  18  May  1716  (Canon  Hulbert, 
Annals  of  Almondburtj). 
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the  accounts  for  the  first  year  of  the  eighteenth  centiirv,  whicli  illustrate 
a number  of  points  that  have  been  raised. 

“ An  Accompt  of  Moneys  reed  & disburs’d  for  ye  use  of  the 
Schoole  since  ye  24th  of  June  1700  till  ye  24th  of  June  1701 
by  me  Anthony  Walmsley  Receiv^  for  Mr  Whitaker  as  followeth. 


Imprs  rested  over  & above  Disbursmts  as  by  ye  £ s.  d. 
last  Acet  21  5 10| 

9ber  ye  11th  1700  Reed  of  John  ffarrar  & Tho  Whitaker 

for  the  t}i:hes  due  then  by  ym  at  Almondbury  40  0 0 

lObr  ye  7th  1700  Reed  then  Rents  due  at  Helliheld  at 

Martinmas  last  6 7 7 

Reed  about  ye  same  time  Rents  due  in  & about 

Skipton  8 16  6 

June  ye  llth  1701  Reed  last  Whitsuntide  Rents  due  at 

Helliheld  6 7 7 

June  24th  1701  Reed  then  & before  Whitsuntide  last  Rents 

due  in  & about  Skipton  8 16  6 


Reed  tot  91  14  04 

Disbursed  Imprs  spent  at  a meeting  upon  July  ye  £ s.  d. 

12th  1700  when  as  several  things  were  agreed 
upon  as  by  a note  0 9 6 

Spent  about  a weeke  after  in  testing  ye  Schoole  to 
be  rufeasted  wth  one  Denham  of  Chatborne  & 
other  workemen  & given  in  Earnest  0 2 6 

Pd  for  Lime  & leading  thereof  for  ye  same  0 15  0 

ffor  Gravel  leading  to  ye  place  0 6 6 

for  2 Stone  of  Hair  for  plaster  0 2 8 

for  Laths  for  the  Stare  Case  & windows  0 2 6 

for  Nails  to  Henry  Holt  for  ye  Workmen  & Slaters 

& Glue  for  size  0 2 O.I 

Aug  23^  1700  pd  to  Denham  & other  two  for  rufeasting  the 
Schoole,  ye  House  of  Office,  washing  ye  Schoole 
lathing  & plastering  ye  Stair-Case  & makeing 
Plaster  2 13  6 

for  a Man  feighing  Earth  about  ye  Schoole  & help- 
ing to  hll  ye  Gravel  0 1 0 

for  dressing  the  forms  being  dight  by  washing  0 0 6 
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£ s.  d. 

for  James  Holt  mosing  ye  Schoole  & pointing  it  0 7 0 

for  3 loads  of  Slate  0 3 6 

for  Moss  getting  0 13 

8br  ye  8tli  1700  pd  pension  due  to  Bishop,  Deane  & Chap- 
ter of  Yorke  for  ye  years  1698,  1699  & pentecost 
1700  as  by  Mr  Squires  Acquittances  15  0 

And  for  Acquittances  0 3 4 

Given  ye  Carrier  & spent  on  him  for  takeing  up  ye 
Money  & several  Letters  before  it  could  be  pd 
(Mr.  Squire  being  at  London)  & for  his  bringing 
the  Receipt  back  0 2 6 


9br  ye  11th  1700  Spent  on  John  ffarer  & Tho  Whitaker  at 

paymt  of  their  Rent  for  tythes  at  Almondbury  0 5 6 

lObr  ye  7th  1700  Spent  of  one  yt  brought  me  p)te  of  the 

Rents  from  Hellifield  & for  his  pains  of  comeing  0 2 0 

Spent  of  Mr  Parkers  man  who  brought  p)te  of  the 


Rents  from  Skipton  due  at  Martinmus  last  0 10 

Spent  of  one  yt  brought  the  Rent  from  Thornton  0 10 

for  gathering  Martinmus  & Whitsuntide  Rents  at 

Hellifield  0 5 0 

Spent  in  going  to  gather  Hellifield  Rents  at  Whit  0 2 6 

Mr  Escolmes  years  wages  due  at  Martinmus  & pent 

last  40  0 0 

My  own  wages  then  due  20  0 0 

for  Sermon  to  Mr  More  0 10  0 

for  Comon  Dinner  at  Edwd  Parrs  ’ 1 10  0 

for  writing  the  Accts  0 5 0 

for  Margaret  Kenyon  dressing  Schoole  Chambrs  0 10 

Spent  when  the  workmen  had  finished  ye  rufcasting  0 16 

Disbursed  tot  70  1 9J 


£ s.  d. 

Reed  ut  supra  91  14  OJ 

Disbursed  70  1 9| 


Rests  to  ballance  Accts  21  12  3 

Out  of  well  is  allowed  to  buy  bookes  for 

ye  Schooles  use  the  sume  of  1 10  0 

£ s.  d. 

Rests  then  20  2 3 see  ye  next  Acet. 
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Bookes  bought  wi:h  ye  Moneys  aboveinenconed. 


£ d. 

Imprs  1 Schrevelius  Lexicon  0 7 0 

1 Greek  Testa  mt  0 1 8 

1 Virgil  0 1 4 

1 Earchards  Roman  His- 
tory 0 5 6 

2 Coles  Dictionaries  0 14  0 

1 Second  hand  Gramar  for 

a poor  boy  wth  a Con- 
struction 0 0 6 


1 10  0” 

These  accounts,  on  comparison  with  those  previously  given,  show 
a very  marked  advance,  both  as  regards  standard  of  rectitude  and 
efficiency  of  management.  After  all  the  vicissitudes  of  the  previous 
hundred  and  fifty  years  the  School  entered  the  eighteenth  century 
as  a flourishing  institution.  It  was  working  efficiently  internally,  its 
property  was  consolidated  and  the  relations  of  the  Governors  with 
the  Master  and  Usher  were  harmonious. 
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APPENDIX  I 


The  Charter 

Vivant  Kex  et  Regina. 

Philippus  et  Maria  Dei  gracia  Rex  et  Regina  Anglie  ffrancie  Neapolis 
Jerusalem  et  Hibernie  fidie  defensores  principes  Hispaniarum  et  Walie 
Archiduces  Austrie  Duces  Mediolani  Burgundie  & Brabantie  Comites 
Haspurgi  fflandrie  & Turolis  Omnibus  ad  quos  p^sentes  littere  nre 
peruenerint  salutem  Sciatis  qd  nos  ad  humilem  peticioem  tarn  inhabi- 
tantium  ville  de  Clyderowe  & parochie  de  Whalley  in  com  Lane  qm 
aliorum  quam  plurimorum  subditorum  nrorum  totius  p)tie  ibidem  vicinii 
ead  pro  Scola  Grama ticali  in  Clyderowe  infra  parocliiam  de  Whalley  in 
dco  com  Lane  erigend  & stabiliend  pro  erudicione  institiucione  & in- 
struccoe  puerorum  & iuuenu  de  gra  nra  spali  aC  ex  c^ta  sciencia  & mero 
motu  nris  volumus  concedimus  & ordinamus  qd  de  cetero  sit  & erit  una 
scola  gramaticalis  in  Clyderowe  predict  que  vocabitur  libera  scola  gramati- 
calis  Marie  Regine  x\nglie  pro  educacoe  institiucoe  & erudicoe  puerorum 
& iuuenu  in  gramatica  perpetuis  temporibs  futuf  duratur  Ac  scolam  illam 
de  uno  magro  seu  pedagogo  & uno  subpedagogo  siue  hipodidasculo  pro 
perpetuo  continuatuf  erigimus  creamus  ordinamus  & fundamus  per  p^sentes 
Et  ut  intencio  nra  p^dca  meliorem  capiat  effcm  & ut  terf  tenta  reddit 
reuencoes  ac  alia  ad  sustentacoem  scole  p^dee  concedend  assignand  & 
appunctuand  melius  gubnentur  pro  continuacoe  eiusdem  scole  volumus 
& ordinamus  qd  de  cetero  sint  & erunt  sex  de  discretioribs  & magis  probiof 
inhitantibus  ville  de  Clyderowe  & parochie  de  Whalley  p^dict  pro  tempore 
existen  qui  erunt  & vocabuntur  gubnatores  possessionum  reuencionu  & 
bonorum  dee  scole  vulgarit  vocat  & vocand  libere  scole  gramaticalis 
Philippi  Regis  & Marie  Regine  Anglie  in  Clyderowe  in  com  Lane  Et 
Ideo  sciatis  qd  nos  assignauimus  eligimus  nominamus  & constitumus 
dilcos  nob  Ricm  Grenaker  Alexandrum  Haughton  Egidium  Parker  Edwar- 
dum  Ratclyf  Thomam  Grenaker  & Jacobum  Aspynall  inhitantes  ville 
de  Clyderowe  & parochie  de  Whalley  p^dict  fore  & esse  jirimos  & modernos 
gubnatores  possessionum  reuencionum  & bonorum  dee  libere  scole  gramati- 
calis Philippi  Regis  et  Marie  Regine  Anglie  in  Clyderowe  in  comitatu  Lane 
per  presentes  ad  idem  officium  bene  & fideliter  ex^cend  & occiqiand  a dat 
presentium  durante  vita  eorum.  Et  qd  iidem  gubnatores  in  re  fact  & 
nomine  de  cetero  sint  & erunt  unum  corporatum  & politiquum  de  se 
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imperpetuum  per  nomen  gubernatorum  possessionum  reuencionum  & 
bonorum  libere  scole  gramaticalis  Philippi  Regis  & Marie  Regine  Anglie 
in  Clyderowe  in  Comitatu  Lane  incorporat  & erect  Ac  ipos  gubnatores 
possessionum  reuencionum  & bonorum  libere  scole  gramaticalis  Phillippi 
Regis  et  Marie  Regine  Angl  in  Clyderowe  in  Com  Lane  per  p^sentes  in- 
corporamus  & corpus  corporatum  & politiquum  per  idem  nomen  imper- 
petuum duratur  realiter  et  ad  plenum  creamus  erigimus  ordinamus  facimus 
& constitiumus  per  presentes  Et  Volumus  ac  per  presentes  ordinamus 
& concedimus  qd  iidem  gubnator  possessionum  reuencionum  & bonorum 
dee  libere  scole  gramaticalis  philippi  Regis  et  Marie  Anglie  in  Clyderowe 
in  Com  Lane  Leant  successionem  perpetuam  & per  idem  nomen  sint  & 
erunt  persone  habiles  & in  lege  capaces  ad  habend  & recipiend  de  nob 
terras  ten  prata  pastur  reddit  reuersiones  & hereditamenta  subscript  & 
inferius  specificat  Ac  alia  terras  tenementa  possessiones  revencoes  & 
hereditamenta  quecumqf  de  nobis  siue  de  aliqua  alia  persona  seu  aliis 
personis  quibuscumque  Et  Volumus  ac  ordinamus  & decernimus  per 
presentes  qd  quandocumque  contigerit  aliquem  vel  aliquos  gubnatorum 
possessionum  reuencionum  & bonorum  dee  libere  scole  pro  tempore  existen 
mori  seu  alibi  extra  villam  de  Clyderowe  & parochiam  de  Whalley  predict 
inhitare  ac  cum  familia  sua  decedere  qd  tunc  & totiens  bene  liceat  & 
licebit  alliis  dcorum  gubnatorum  superuiuentibs  ac  ibidem  cum  familiis 
suis  commoran  vel  maiori  parti  eorundem  aliam  idoneam  personam  vel 
alias  idoneas  personas  de  inhitantibs  ville  de  Clyderowe  & parochie  de 
Whalley  p^dict  in  locum  vel  locos  sic  morietis  vel  morientum  aut  cum 
familia  sua  sic  ut  prefertur  deceden  vel  de  decendentium  in  dco  officio 
gubernatorum  successuf  eligere  et  nominare  et  hoc  totiens  quotiens  casus 
sic  accident  Et  Sciatis  qd  nos  intencoem  & propositum  nrm  in  hac 
parte  ad  effectum  deducere  volentes,  de  gracia  nra  spali  ac  ex  certa  sciencia 
& mero  motu  nris  dedimus  & concessimus . ac  per  presentes  damns  & 
concedimus  prefat  gubernator  possessionum  reuencionu  & bonorum  dee 
libere  scole  gramaticalis  in  Clyderowe  predict  totam  rectoriam  hram  & 
eccliam  nram  de  Almondebury  Ac  aduocacionem  donacionem  liberam 
disposicionem  & ius  patronatus  vicarie  & ecclie  de  Almondbury  cum  suis 
iuribs  & pertinentiis  universis  in  Com  nro  Ebor  nuper  Collegio  Jesu 
de  Rotheram  in  eodem  Comitatu  Ebor  dudum  spectant  et  pertinen  ac 
percell  possessionum  inde  existen  Ac  unum  horreum  nrm  vocat  le  Tythe 
harne  in  Almondbury  predict  Ac  omnia  domos  edificia  horreas  tabula 
columbaria  ortos  pomeria  gardina  terf  tenementa  prata  pastuf  terf  glebas 
decimas  oblacones  obuencones  ac  omnia  alia  nra  profitua  commoditates 
emolumenta  & hereditamenta  hra  quecumque  in  Almondbury  predict  seu 
alibi  dee  rectorie  quoquo  modo  spectan  vel  pertinen  aut  ut  partes  vel 
percell  eiusdem  rectorie  antehac  hit  cognit  accept  usitat  seu  reputat 
existen  Ac  etiam  omnia  mesuagia  burgagia  terr  tenementa  prata  past 
pastur  communias  reddit  reverciones  seruitia  & hereditamenta  nra  que- 
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cumqf  modo  vel  nuper  in  separalibs  tenuris  sine  occupacionibs  Henrici 
Hardewick  Rici  Mvtchell  Thome  Andefe}dd  Edmimdi  Banersby  Willim 
Bouckoke  Robert!  Giidyon  Rogeri  Myddop  Thome  Thomson  & Rogeri 
Hamerton  scituat  iacen  & existen  in  Addingham  Thorneton  Draiighton 
Estbye  Skipton  & Hellifeld  in  dco  comitatu  nro  Ebor  nuper  cantarie  Sa 
Nichs  in  Skipton  in  eodem  Comitatu  Ebor  dudum  spectan  & pertinen 
ac  omnia  alia  mesuagia  terras  tehta  prata  pasta  pastur  communias  reddit 
reuersiones  seruitia  & hereditamenta  nra  quecumqf  in  Addingham  Thorne- 
ton Draughton  Estbye  Skipton  & Hellifeld  p^dict  ac  alibi  ubicumqf  dee 
nuper  cantarie  quoquomodo  spectan  vel  pertinen  aut  ut  membra  partes 
vel  percell  eiusdem  nuper  cantarie  antehac  hit  cognit  accept  usitat  sen 
reputat  existen  Except  tamen  semper  & extra  p^sentem  concessionem 
omino  reseruat  omibs  & ominio  d decimis  percell  fcorie  p^dict  annuatim 
& de  tempore  in  tempus  p^uenien  crescen  siue  renouan  infra  villat  & 
campos  de  Wodsom  & fferneley  in  parochia  de  Almondbury  p^dict  modo 
vel  nuper  in  tenura  siue  occupat  Arthur!  Keye  Damus  Ulterius  & pro 
consideracoe  p^'dict  per  presentes  concedimus  pMat  gubnator  possessionum 
reuencionum  & bonorum  dee  libere  scole  grammaticalis  in  Clyderowe 
p^dict  omnes  & ominio  d boscos  subboscos  & arbores  nros  quoscumqf 
de  in  super  p^miss  crescen  & existen  Ac  reu^coem  & reu^coes  quascumqf 
omnium  & singulorum  p^missorum  & cuiuslt  inde  percelle  necnon  reddit 
& annualia  profitua  quecumqf  reseruat  super  quibuscumque  dimissionibs 
& concessionibus  de  p^missis  seu  de  aliqua  inde  parcella  quoquomodo 
fact  Adeo  plene  libere  & integre  ac  in  tarn  amplis  modo  & forma  pro  ut 
aliquis  custos  gubnator  vel  magister  dci  nuper  Collegii  aut  aliquis  can- 
tarista  p^sbiter  Capellanus  vel  incumbens  dee  nuper  cantar  aut  eorum 
alter  aut  aliquis  alius  siue  aliqui  alii  p^missa  aut  aliquam  inde  percellam 
ante  hac  hentes  possidentes  aut  seisiti  inde  existen  eadem  aut  aliquam 
inde  percellam  unqm  huerunt  tenuerunt  vel  gauisi  fuerunt  huit  tenuit 
vel  gauisus  fuit  seu  habere  tenere  vel  gaudere  debuerunt  aut  debuit  Et 
adeo  plene  libere  & integre  ac  in  tarn  amplis  modo  & forma  pro  ut  ea 
omnia  & singula  p^missa  ad  manus  nras  seu  ad  manus  p^  charissime  fratris 
nri  Edward!  sexti  nuper  Regis  anghe  rone  vel  p^textu  cuiusdam  actus  de 
diu^sis  cantariis  liberis  capellis  gildis  & fraternitatibus  dissoluend  & 
det^minand  in  parliamento  nro  tento  apud  Westm^  Anno  regni  hri  })rimo 
int^  alia  edit  & prouis  seu  quocumqf  alio  modo  iure  seu  titulo  deuenerunt 
seu  deuenire  debuerunt  ac  in  manibs  hris  iam  existunt  seu  existere  debent 
vel  deberent  Quequidem  rector  mesuag  terf  tenementa  ac  cetera  ])remissa 
cum  suis  pertinentiis  uniuersis  modo  extenduntur  ad  clarum  annuum 
valorem  viginti  librarum  & viginti  denariorum  Habendum  Tenendum 
& gaudend  p^dict  fcoriam  mesuagia  terras  tehta  redditus  reuerciones 
seruitia  ac  cetera  omnia  & singula  superius  express  & specificat  cum 
pertinentiis  prefat  modernis  gubernatoribus  possessionum  reuencionum 
& bonorum  dee  libere  scole  & successoribus  suis  imperpetuum  Tenend 


166  QUEEN  MARY’S  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL,  CLITHEROE 

de  nob  hered  & successoribs  nris  ut  de  manerio  nro  de  Estgrenewiche  in 
Comitatu  nro  Kant  per  fidelitatem  tantum  in  libero  socagio  & non  in 
capite  pro  omibs  reddit  seruitiis  & demand  quibuscumqf  Necnon  dedimus 
& concessimus  ac  per  p^sentes  damns  & concedimiis  p^fat  modernis  guber- 
natoribs  omnia  exitiis  reddit  reuenc  & profitua  p^dict  terrarum  tenemen- 
torurn  & ceterorum  omnium  & singulorum  p^missorum  a festo  Sa  Michis 
Archi  ultimo  p^tito  hacusqf  prouenien  siue  crescen  Habend  eisdem 
gubnatoribs  ex  dono  nro  absqf  compoto  seu  aliquo  alio  proinde  nob  hered 
vel  successoribs  hris  quoquomodo  reddend  soluend  vel  faciend  Et  Ulterius 
VoLUMUS  ac  per  p^'sentes  pro  nob  hered  & successoribs  nris  concedimus 
p^fat  gubnatoribs  & successoribs  suis  qd  de  cetero  imperpetuum  heant 
commune  sigillum  ad  negocia  sua  p^missa  & cetera  in  his  Iris  paten  exp^ss 
& specificat  seu  aliquam  inde  percellam  tantum  modo  tangen  siue  conc^nen 
de  seruitur  Et  qd  ipi  gubnatores  per  nomen  gubnatorum  possessionum 
reuencionum  & bonorum  libere  scole  gramaticalis  phihppi  Regis  et  Marie 
Regine  Anglie  in  Clyderowe  in  dco  comitatu  Lane  phtare  possint  & valeant 
& implitari  defendere  & defendi  respondere  & responderi  in  quibuscumqf 
Cuf  locis  & coram  quibuscumqf  ludicibs  seu  lustit  in  quibuscumqf  causis 
actionibs  negociis  sectis  querelis  plitis  & demand  cuiuscumqf  nature  seu 
condicoes  fuerunt  premissa  & cetera  supra  scfo  aut  aliquam  inde  percellam 
aut  pro  aliquibs  offensis  transgressionibus  rebus  causis  vel  materiis  per 
aliquas  personas  seu  aliquam  personam  fact  seu  p^'petrat  aut  fiend  seu 
perpetrand  in  vel  super  p^missa  aut  aliquam  inde  percellam  aut  aliquod 
in  p^sentibs  specificat  tangen  seu  conc^nen  Et  Ulterius  de  uberiori 
gra  nra  ac  ex  certa  scientia  & mero  motu  nris  dedimus  & concessimus 
ac  per  p^sentes  damus  & concedimus  p^'fat  modernis  gubnatoribs  & suc- 
cessoribs suis  ac  Maiori  parti  eorundem  plenam  potestatem  & auctoritatem 
noinand  & appunctuand  pedagogum  & subpedagogum  scole  p^dee  totiens 
quotiens  eadem  scola  de  pedagogo  vel  subpedagogo  vacua  fuerit  Et  qd 
ipi  gubnatores  cum  auisamento  Epi  diocesis  ibidem  pro  tempore  existen 
de  tempore  in  tempus  faciant  & facere  valeant  & possint  idonea  & salubria 
statuta  & ordinacoes  in  script  conc^nen  & tangen  ordinacoem  gubnacoem 
& direccionem  Pedagogi  & Subpedagogi  ac  Scolarum  Scole  p^dict  pro 
tempore  existen  ac  stipendium  & salarum  eorundem  Pedagogi  & Sub- 
pedagogi ac  alia  eandem  scolam  ac  ordinacoem  gubnacoem  preseruacoem  & 
disposicoem  reddit  & reuencionu  ad  sustentacoem  eiusdem  scole  appunctuat 
& appunctuand  tangen  & concernen  Quequidem  statuta  & ordinaciones 
sic  fiend  volumus  concedimus  ac  per  p^sentes  precipimus  inuiolabilit  ob- 
seruari  de  tempore  in  tempus  Et  Ulterius  de  uberiori  gra  nra  dedimus 
& concessimus  ac  per  p^sentes  damus  & concedimus  p^fat  Modernis  Gub- 
natoribus  possessionum  reuencionum  & bonorum  dee  libere  scole  grammati- 
calis  phillippi  Regis  et  Marie  Regine  Angl  in  Clyderowe  p^dict  & succes- 
soribus  suis  licentiam  specialem  liberamqf  & licitam  facultatem  potestatem 
& auctoritatem  hendi  recipiendi  & perquirendi  eis  & eoruni  successoribus 
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imperpetiiiim  ad  sustentacionem  & manntencoem  scole  p^dce  tarn  de  nob 
hered  & siiccessoribs  nris  qui  de  aliis  quibuscumqf  personis  & alia  persona 
quacumqf  maneria  mesuagia  terf  tenta  rectorias  decimas  ac  alia  heredita- 
menta  quecumqf  infra  regnu  Anglie  sen  alibi  infra  dominia  nra  Duminodo 
non  excedant  clarum  annum  valorem  decim  librarium  omnino  ac  ultra 
dicta  rectoriam  mesuagia  terf  tenementa  ac  cetera  premissa  pMat  gub- 
natoribs  & successoribs  suis  ut  prefertur  per  nos  per  presentes  in  forma 
p^dicta  concess  Statut  de  tris  & tenementis  ad  manu  mortuam  non  ponend 
aut  aliquo  alio  statuto  actio  ordinacione  seu  prouisione  aut  aliqua  alia  re 
causa  vel  mat^ia  quacumque  in  contrarium  inde  hit  fact  edit  ordinat  seu 
prouis  in  aliquo  non  obstan  Et  Volumus  ac  per  presentes  ordinamus 
qd  omnia  exitus  redditus  & reuenciones  p^dict  terrarum  tenementorum 
& possessionum  per  presentes  concess  ac  imposterum  dand  & assignand 
ad  sustentacionem  scole  predce  de  tempore  in  tempus  conuertantur  ad 
sustentationem  Pedagogi  Subpedagogi  Scole  predce  pro  tempore  existen 
& non  aliter  nec  ad  aliquos  alios  usus  seu  intencoes  Aliqua  re  causa  ordinacoe 
prouisione  vel  materia  quacumqf  in  contrarium  inde  superius  in  p^sentibs 
hit  fact  ordinat  seu  prouis  in  aliquo  non  obstan  et  volumus  ac  per  presentes 
concedimus  pMatis  modernis  gubnatoribs  scole  p^dce  qd  heant  & habebunt 
has  Ifas  nras  patentes  sub  magno  sigillo  nro  Anglie  debito  modo  fact  & 
sigillat  absqf  fine  seu  feodo  magno  vel  parvo  nob  in  hanaperio  nro  seu 
ahbi  ad  usum  firm  proinde  quoquomodo  reddend  soluend  vel  faciend  In 
Cuius  rei  testimoniu  has  litteras  nras  fieri  fecimus  patentes  Testibus 
nobis  ipis  apud  Hampton  Courte  vicesimo  nono  die  Augusti  annis  regnorum 
nrorum  primo  & secundo 

per  bre  de  private  sigillo  et  de  data  predicta  auctoritate 

parliamenti 

R.  Hare 

Irr  p)  me  Antho  Rowe  Audit  dep  Com  Ebor. 

TRANSLATION 
Long  live  the  King  and  Queen  ! 

Philip  and  Mary,  by  the  Grace  of  God  King  and  Queen  of  England, 
France,  Naples,  Jerusalem  and  Ireland  ; Defenders  of  the  Faith  ; Princes 
of  Spain  and  Wales  ; Archdukes  of  Austria  ; Dukes  of  Milan,  Burgundy 
and  Brabant ; Counts  of  Hapsburg,  Flanders  and  Tyrol ; To  All  to  whom 
our  present  letters  may  come,  greeting  ; Know  ye  that  we,  at  the  humble 
petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Clitheroe  and  parish  of  Whalley, 
in  the  county  of  Lancashire,  as  well  as  of  very  many  of  our  other  subjects 
in  all  that  same  neighbourhood,  for  the  raising  and  establishing  of  a 
Grammar  School  in  Clitheroe,  within  the  parish  of  Whalley,  in  the  said 
county  of  Lancashire,  for  the  learning,  education  and  instruction  of  boys 
and  young  men,  of  our  special  grace  and  from  our  certain  knowledge  and 
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true  intent,  do  will,  grant  and  ordain  tliat  hereafter  there  be  and  shall 
be  one  grammar  school  in  Clitheroe  aforesaid,  which  shall  be  called  the 
free  grammar  school  of  Mary,  Queen  of  England,  for  the  education  instruc- 
tion and  learning  of  boys  and  young  men  in  grammar,  to  be  and  continue 
for  ever.  And  by  these  presents  we  do  raise,  create,  ordain  and  found 
that  school  to  consist  for  ever  of  one  master  or  pedagogue  and  one  sub- 
pedagogue  or  under-teacher.  And  that  our  said  intention  may  take  the 
better  effect,  and  that  the  land,  tenements,  returns,  revenues  and  other 
things  to  be  granted,  assigned  and  appointed  for  the  support  of  the  said 
school  may  be  the  better  governed  for  the  continuance  of  that  school, 
we  do  will  and  ordain  that  hereafter  there  be  and  shall  be  six  of  the  more 
discreet  and  more  honest  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Clitheroe  and  parish 
of  Whalley  aforesaid  for  the  time  being,  who  shall  be  and  shall  be  called 
governors  of  the  possessions,  revenues  and  goods  of  the  said  school  com- 
monly called  and  to  be  called  the  free  grammar  school  of  Philip,  King, 
and  Mary,  Queen  of  England  in  Clitheroe  in  the  county  of  Lancashire. 
And  Thekefore  know  ye  that  we  have  assigned,  elected,  nominated  and 
constituted,  and  by  these  presents  do  assign,  elect,  nominate  and  constitute 
that  our  beloved  Richard  Greenacres,  Alexander  Houghton,  Giles  Parker, 
Edward  Ratclif,  Thomas  Greenacres  and  James  Aspinall  shall  be  and  be 
the  first  and  present  governors  of  the  possessions,  revenues  and  goods 
of  the  said  free  grammar  school  of  Philip,  King,  and  Mary,  Queen  of 
England  in  Clitheroe  in  the  county  of  Lancashire,  to  exercise  and  hold 
the  same  office  well  and  faithfully  from  the  date  of  these  presents  for  the 
duration  of  their  lives.  And  that  the  same  really  and  nominally  hereafter 
be  and  shall  be  one  body  corporate  and  politic  of  themselves,  for  ever, 
by  the  name  of  the  governors  of  the  possessions,  revenues  and  goods  of 
the  free  grammar  school  of  Philip,  King,  and  Mary,  Queen  of  England, 
in  Clitheroe,  in  the  county  of  Lancashire,  incorporated  and  erected.  And 
these  governors  of  the  possessions,  revenues  and  goods  of  the  free  grammar 
school  of  Philip,  King,  and  Mary,  Queen  of  England,  in  Clitheroe  in  the 
County  of  Lancashire  we  do  incorporate  by  these  presents,  and  we  do 
really  and  fully  create,  erect,  ordain,  make  and  constitute  them  by  these 
presents  a body  corporate  and  politic  by  the  same  name  to  continue  for 
ever.  And  We  do  Will  and  by  these  presents  ordain  and  grant  that 
these  governors  of  the  possessions  revenues  and  goods  of  the  said  free 
grammar  school  of  Philip,  King,  and  Mary,  Queen  of  England,  in  Clitheroe 
in  the  County  of  Lancashire  shall  have  a continual  succession,  and  by  the 
same  name  be  and  shall  be  persons  suitable  and  capable  in  law  of  holding 
and  receiving  of  us  lands,  tenements,  meadows,  pastures,  returns,  reversions 
and  hereditaments  written  and  specified  below.  And  other  lands,  tene- 
ments, possessions,  revenues  and  hereditaments  whatsoever  of  us  or  of 
any  other  person  or  other  persons  whatsoever.  And  We  do  Will  ordain 
and  decree  by  these  presents  that  whensoever  it  shall  happen  that  any  one 
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or  several  of  the  governors  of  the  possessions,  revenues  and  goods  of  the 
said  free  school  for  the  time  being  die,  or  reside  elsewhere,  without  the 
town  of  Clitheroe  and  parish  of  Whalley  aforesaid,  and  de])art  with  his 
family,  that  then  and  so  often  it  be  rightly  lawful,  and  shall  be  allowed, 
to  the  other  said  governors  surviving,  and  there  with  their  families  sojourn- 
ing, or  to  the  major  part  of  the  same,  to  elect  and  nominate  another  fit 
person  or  other  fit  persons  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Clitheroe 
and  parish  of  Whalley  aforesaid,  in  the  place  or  places  of  him  or  them 
so  dying,  or,  as  is  before  stated,  with  his  or  their  families  departing,  to 
succeed  in  the  said  office  of  governors  ; and  this  just  so  often  as  the  case 
shall  so  happen.  And  Know  Ye  that  we,  wishing  to  bring  to  effect  our 
intention  and  purpose  on  this  part,  of  our  special  grace  and  from  our 
certain  knowledge  and  true  intent,  have  given  and  granted,  and  by  these 
presents  do  give  and  grant  to  the  aforesaid  governors  of  the  possessions, 
revenues  and  goods  of  the  said  free  grammar  school  in  Clitheroe  aforesaid, 
the  whole  of  our  rectory  and  of  our  church  of  Almondbury.  And  the 
advowson,  presentation,  free  disposal  and  right  of  patronage  of  the  vicarage 
and  church  of  Almondbury,  with  all  its  rights  and  appurtenances,  in  our 
County  of  York,  formerly  belonging  and  appertaining  to  the  late  College 
of  Jesus  in  Rotheram  in  the  same  County  of  York,  and  a part  of  the 
possessions  there  existing.  And  one  barn  of  ours,  called  the  Tythe  barn, 
in  Almondbury  aforesaid  And  all  houses,  buildings,  barns,  stables,  dove- 
cotes, enclosures,  orchards,  gardens,  lands,  tenements,  meadows,  pastures, 
glebe  lands,  tenths,  oblations,  revenues  and  all  our  other  profits,  emolu- 
ments, commodities  and  hereditaments  whatsoever  in  Almondbury  afore- 
said or  elsewhere  belonging  or  appertaining  in  any  way  to  the  said  rectory, 
or  heretofore  held,  recognised,  received,  used  or  reputed  to  exist  as  parts 
or  parcels  of  that  rectory  And  also  all  messuages,  burgages,  lands,  tene- 
ments, meadows,  grazing  lands,  pastures,  common  rights,  returns,  rever- 
sions, services  and  hereditaments  of  ours  whatsoever  now  or  lately  in  the 
separate  tenures  or  occupations  of  Henry  Hardwick,  Richard  Mitchell, 
Thomas  Andefield,  Edmund  Banersby,  William  Bouckoke,  Robert  Gudyon, 
Roger  Myddop,  Thomas  Thomson  and  Roger  Hamerton,  situate,  lying 
and  existing  in  Addingham,  Thorneton,  Draughton,  Estbye,  Skipton  and 
Hellefeld  in  our  said  County  of  York,  formerly  belonging  or  appertaining 
to  the  late  chantry  of  St.  Nicholas  in  Skipton  in  the  same  County  of 
York,  and  all  other  messuages,  lands,  tenements,  meadows,  grazing  lands, 
pastures,  common  rights,  returns,  reversions,  services  and  hereditaments 
of  ours  whatsoever  in  Addingham,  Thorneton,  Hraughton,  Estbye,  Skipton 
and  Hellifeld  aforesaid  and  in  any  other  place  wheresoev^er  in  any  wi.se 
belonging  or  appertaining  to  the  said  late  chantry,  or  heretofore  held, 
recognised,  received,  used  or  reputed  to  exist  as  members,  parts  or  ])arcels 
of  the  same  late  chantry.  Excepting  nevertheless  always,  and  reserving 
altogether  out  of  the  present  grant  in  all  and  everything,  from  tithes 
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the  portion  of  the  aforesaid  rectory  arising,  growing  or  renewing,  yearly 
and  from  time  to  time,  within  the  township  and  fields  of  Wodsom  and 
fierneley  in  the  parish  of  Almondbury  aforesaid  now  or  lately  in  the 
tenure  or  occupation  of  Arthur  Keye.  We  do  further  give,  and  for  the 
consideration  aforesaid,  grant  by  these  presents  to  the  said  governors  of 
the  possessions,  revenues  and  goods  of  the  said  free  grammar  school  in 
Clitheroe  aforesaid  all  and  every  our  woods,  underwoods  and  trees  what- 
soever growing  and  being  from  in  and  on  the  premises.  And  the  revenue 
and  revenues  whatsoever  of  all  and  every  the  premises  and  of  every 
portion  thereof  whatsoever  ; also  the  returns  and  annual  profits  whatsoever 
reserved  upon  any  demises  and  grants  whatsoever  from  the  premises  or 
from  any  portion  thereof,  however  made,  as  fully,  freely  and  entirely, 
and  in  as  ample  a manner  and  form  as  any  warden,  governor  or  master 
of  the  said  late  college  or  any  chanter,  priest,  chaplain  or  incumbent  of 
the  said  late  chantry  or  either  of  them  or  any  other  person  or  other  persons 
heretofore  having  or  possessing  the  premises  or  any  portion  thereof,  or 
being  seised  thereof  or  any  portion  thereof,  ever  had,  held  or  enjoyed  or 
ought  to  have  had,  held  or  enjoyed.  And  as  fully,  freely  and  entirely 
and  in  as  ample  a manner  and  form  as  all  and  every  the  premises  have 
come  or  ought  to  have  come  to  our  hands  or  to  the  hands  of  our  dearest 
brother  Edward  the  Sixth,  formerly  King  of  England,  by  reason  or  pretext 
of  a certain  act,  concerning  the  dissolving  and  terminating  of  divers 
chantries,  free  chapels,  guilds  and  fraternities,  of  our  parliament  held 
at  Westminster  in  the  first  year  of  our  reign,  among  other  ordinances 
and  provisions,  or  by  whatsoever  other  manner,  right  or  title  ; and  are 
now  or  ought  to  be  in  our  hands.  Which  rectory,  messuages,  lands, 
tenements  and  other  premises,  with  all  their  appurtenances  are  lately 
enlarged  to  the  clear  annual  value  of  twenty  pounds  and  twenty  pence. 
To  Have  and  to  Hold  and  to  enjoy  the  aforesaid  rectory,  messuages, 
lands,  tenements,  returns,  reversions,  services  and  all  and  everything 
else  expressed  and  specified  above  with  their  appurtenances  to  the  afore- 
said governors  of  the  possessions,  revenues  and  goods  of  the  said  free 
school  and  their  successors  in  perpetuity.  To  Hold  of  us  our  heirs  and 
successors  as  of  our  manor  of  East  Greenwich  in  our  County  of  Kent, 
by  fealty  only  in  free  soccage  and  not  in  chief,  for  all  returns,  services 
and  demands  whatsoever.  Also  we  have  given  and  granted,  and  by 
these  presents  do  give  and  grant  to  the  aforesaid  present  governors  all 
proceeds,  returns,  revenues  and  profits  arising  or  growing  out  of  the  said 
lands,  tenements  and  all  and  every  other  the  premises  from  the  feast  of 
St  Michaelmas  last  past  up  to  the  present.  To  be  Held  by  the  same 
governors  as  our  gift,  without  rendering,  paying  or  making  any  acknow- 
ledgment or  anything  else  on  that  account  to  us  our  heirs  or  successors 
in  any  way  whatever  And  We  do  further  Will,  and  by  these  presents, 
for  us  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  grant  the  aforesaid  governors  and 
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their  successors  that  hereafter  for  ever  they  may  have  a common  seal 
for  dealing  with  their  premises  and  other  things  expressed  and  specihed 
in  these  letters  patent  or  in  any  way  touching  any  portion  thereof  or 
concerning  their  service.  And  that  the  same  governors,  by  the  name  of 
the  governors  of  the  possessions,  revenues  and  goods  of  the  free  grammar 
school  of  Philip,  King,  and  Mary,  Queen  of  England,  in  Clitheroe  in  the 
said  county  of  Lancashire  be  able  and  sufficient  to  plead  and  be  impleaded, 
to  defend  and  be  defended,  to  answer  and  be  answered  in  any  Courts  of 
Law  whatsoever,  and  before  any  Judges  or  Justices  whatsoever,  in  what- 
soever causes,  actions,  matters,  suits,  complaints,  pleas  and  demands,  of 
whatsoever  nature  or  condition  they  may  be,  touching  or  concerning  the 
premises  and  other  things  written  above  or  any  portion  thereof,  or  for 
any  offences,  transgressions,  things,  causes  or  matters  done  or  committed, 
or  to  be  done  or  committed  by  any  persons  or  any  person  in  or  concerning 
the  premises  or  any  parcel  of  them,  or  anything  specified  in  these  presents. 
And  Fukther,  from  our  more  abundant  grace,  and  of  our  certain  know- 
ledge and  true  intent,  we  have  given  and  granted,  and  by  these  presents 
do  give  and  grant  to  the  aforesaid  present  governors  and  their  successors 
and  to  the  greater  part  of  them  full  power  and  authority  to  nominate 
and  appoint  the  master  and  under-master  of  the  said  school  as  often  as 
the  same  school  shall  be  void  of  a master  or  under-master.  And  that 
the  same  governors,  with  the  advice  of  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  there 
for  the  time  being  may  from  time  to  time  make  and  be  able  and  sufficient 
to  make  fit  and  wholesome  statutes  and  ordinances  in  writing,  concerning 
and  touching  the  ordering,  governing  and  direction  of  the  Teacher  and 
Under-teacher  and  Scholars  of  the  said  School  for  the  time  being,  and 
the  stipend  and  salary  of  the  same  Teacher  and  Under-teacher,  and  all 
other  things  touching  and  concerning  the  same  school,  and  the  ordering, 
governing,  preservation  and  disposition  of  the  returns  and  revenues 
appointed  and  to  be  appointed  for  the  support  of  the  same  school,  which 
statutes  and  ordinances  so  to  be  made  we  do  will,  grant  and  order  to  be 
observed  from  time  to  time  inviolably.  And  Further  of  our  more 
abundant  favour  we  have  given  and  granted,  and  by  these  presents  do 
give  and  grant  to  the  aforesaid  governors  of  the  possessions,  revenues 
and  goods  of  the  said  free  grammar  school  of  Philip,  King,  and  Mary, 
Queen  of  England,  in  Clitheroe  aforesaid  and  their  successors,  special  and 
free  licence  and  lawful  faculty,  power  and  authority  of  having,  receiving, 
and  obtaining  for  them  and  their  successors,  for  ever,  for  the  support 
and  maintenance  of  the  school  aforesaid,  as  well  from  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors,  as  from  any  other  persons  whatsoever,  and  any  other  person 
whatsoever,  manors,  messuages,  lands,  tenements,  rectories,  tithes  and 
other  hereditaments  whatsoever  within  the  kingdom  of  lilngland  or  else- 
where within  our  dominions  ; provided  they  do  not  exceed  the  clear 
yearly  value  of  ten  pounds  altogether  and  beyond  the  said  rectory,  mes- 
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siiages,  lands,  tenements  and  other  premises,  granted  by  us  in  the  form 
aforesaid  by  these  presents  to  the  said  governors  and  their  successors  as 
is  before  mentioned  The  Statute  concerning  lands  and  tenements  not 
to  be  put  to  mortmain  or  any  other  thing,  cause  or  matter  whatsoever 
to  the  contrary  thereto  held,  made,  published,  ordered  or  provided  in 
anything  notwithstanding.  And  We  do  Will  and  by  these  presents 
ordain  that  all  proceeds,  returns  and  revenues  of  the  said  lands,  tenements 
and  possessions  granted  by  these  presents,  and  hereafter  to  be  given  and 
assigned  for  the  support  of  the  said  school  from  time  to  time  be  applied 
to  the  support  of  the  Teacher  and  Under-teacher  of  the  said  school  for 
the  time  being  and  none  else,  nor  to  any  other  uses  or  purposes  ; any 
thing,  cause,  ordinance,  provision  or  matter  whatsoever  contrary  thereto 
above  in  these  presents  held,  made,  ordered  or  provided  in  anything 
notwithstanding.  And  we  do  will,  and  by  these  presents  grant  to  the 
aforesaid  present  governors  of  the  said  school  that  they  may  have  and 
shall  have  these  our  letters  patent,  under  our  great  seal  of  England  duly 
made  and  sealed  without  fine  or  fee  great  or  small  being  rendered,  paid 
or  made  to  us  in  any  manner  for  our  use  on  that  account,  in  our  hanaper 
or  elsewhere.  In  Witness  whereof  we  have  caused  these  our  letters 
patent  to  be  made  Witness  ourselves  at  Hampton  Court  the  twenty- 
ninth  day  of  August  in  the  first  and  second  year  of  our  reigns. 

By  writ  of  privy  seal  and  of  the  date  aforesaid,  with  the  authority  of 
parliament. 

R.  Hare. 

Enrolled  by  me,  Anthony  Rowe,  deputy  auditor  of  the  County  of  York. 


APPENDIX  II 


The  Statutes 

Statutes  for  the  Government  of  the  Free  Grammar  School  of  Chtherow 
made  by  the  Advice  of  John  Bridgeman  Lord  Bishop  of  Chester  and  by 
the  Governors  of  the  said  school  the  2nd  day  of  May  Anno  dni  1622. 
Upon  a Decree  of  the  Lord  Keeper  to  that  purpose. 

1.  Choyce  of  a new  Governor. 

First  yt  is  ordered  and  decreed  and  be  it  a Statute  of  this  Schoole 
for  ever  That  when  and  as  often  as  anie  place  of  a governor  shall  become 
void  by  death  departure  from  the  place  or  anie  other  lawfull  meanes 
The  rest  of  the  surviving  governors  shall  assemble  together  in  the  said 
Schoole  within  9 weeks  after  the  avoidance  and  they  or  at  leaste  the 
greater  "^te  of  the  Governors  shall  then  choose  a new  Governor  being 
one  of  the  Inhabitants  in  the  towne  of  Clitherowe  and  ^ish  of  Whaley 
to  succeed  in  the  void  place.  But  before  the  eleccon  first  the  Electors 
shall  every  one  severally  (take  this  voluntary  oath  following  or)  make 
this  voluntary  protestacon  speaking  yt  audibly  before  the  rest  of  his 
fellows  laying  his  hand  upon  the  Bible. 

I A.B.  doe  (swear  or)  protest  that  I will  not  choose  or  yeld  my 
consent  that  any  shall  be  Governor  of  this  School  but  him  who  in  my 
conscience  I doe  verily  believe  is  fitt  for  that  place  and  will  be  carefull 
to  doe  most  good  to  this  School  according  to  the  foundation  and  statutes 
thereof  wth  out  respect  to  the  private  commoditie  either  of  himself  or 
any  of  his.  So  God  bless  me  and  my  posteritie  both  in  this  world  and 
the  world  to  come. 

And  if  anie  be  chosen  before  the  said  Electors  have  severally  taken 
this  Oath  or  made  this  protestation  in  audience  of  the  rest  p)sent,  the 
said  eleccon  shalbe  void  and  ipso  facto  null  and  the  p)tie  so  chosen  shall 
not  be  or  to  anie  intent  or  purpose  be  taken  or  reputed  afterwards  a 
Governor.  And  if  there  bee  no  new  governor  lawfully  chosen  into  the 
void  place  according  as  before  is  p)scribed  within  the  said  9 v/eeks  then 
the  choice  of  such  governor  shall  devolve  unto  the  Bp  of  Chester  for  the 
tyme  being  who  shall  lykewyse  protest  in  Verbo  Epsi  before  he  electe 
any  governor  that  he  also  in  his  said  choice  will  have  respect  to  the  good 
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of  that  Schoole  and  will  choose  such  a one  as  he  is  |;i)swaded  in  his  con- 
science will  do  the  like  and  will  observe  the  Statutes  of  the  said  Schoole. 

2.  Oath  of  a new  Governor. 

Item  yt  is  ordained  constituted  and  decreed  and  bee  yt  a Statute 
for  this  Schoole  for  ever,  That  as  oft  and  as  soone  as  any  Governor  is 
chosen  or  made  the  said  new  Governor  shall  likewise  take  this  oath  follow- 
ing or  make  this  protestacon  voluntary  by  laying  his  hand  upon  a Bible 
and  saying  audibly  before  those  p)sent  who  shall  subscribe  as  witnesses 
thereof. 

I B.C.  doe  (swear  or)  protest  that  I have  not  given  any  thing  nor 
have  indirectly  labored  to  be  made  Governor  of  this  School.  And  I will 
diligently  and  faithfully  to  the  utmost  of  my  abilitie  keep  by  myselfe 
and  cause  to  be  kept  by  others  (as  much  as  I can)  inviolably  all  these 
Statutes  now  made  and  wch  hereafter  shall  be  made  by  the  joynt  consent 
of  the  Bishop  of  Chester  for  the  tyme  being  and  all  the  governors  And 
I will  not  doe  any  act  at  any  tyme  wch  I shall  know  believe  or  think  will 
be  prejudicial!  to  the  good  of  the  said  Schoole  And  I will  not  appropriate 
convert  or  apply  to  my  own  use  or  to  the  use  of  any  of  myne  any  part 
of  the  profits  of  the  revenues  given  to  the  said  School  but  will  doe  my 
beste  to  improve  and  increase  them  to  the  best  advantage  of  the  School 
masters  and  ushers  in  perpetuitye  and  to  such  ends  onely  as  are  sett 
down  in  the  foundacon  and  in  these  present  Statutes  and  no  other. 

And  if  the  said  elected  Governor  doe  not  within  8 daies  after  his 
eleccon  take  his  oath  or  make  this  protestacon  in  presence  of  his  fellows 
his  eleccon  shalbee  void  ipso  facto  et  jure  null  and  the  rest  of  the  surviving 
governors  shall  proceed  to  a new  eleccon  of  some  other  man  wthin  9 weeks 
— according  to  the  p)serpt  of  these  Statutes. 

3.  Choise  of  a Schoolrrf  cfc  Usher. 

Item  yt  is  ordained  as  before  and  be  yt  a Statute  of  this  Schoole 
for  ever,  that  when  and  as  often  as  the  place  of  the  Schoolemaster  or 
Usher  of  this  said  Schoole  shall  become  void  either  by  death  or  anie 
other  meanes  found  adjudged  and  sentenced  to  be  lawfull  by  the  Bp 
of  Chester  for  the  tyme  being  notice  shall  be  given  thereof  in  the  Church 
of  Clitherow  and  Whaley  in  tyme  of  Divine  Service  on  the  fore  noone 
of  the  next  Sunday  and  all  the  Governors  of  the  said  Schoole  shall  upon 
or  before  the  twelfte  dale  next  after  the  said  Sunday  assemble  together 
in  the  said  Schoole  and  then  and  their  shall  consult  upon  the  choice  of 
a new  Schoolmaster  or  Usher  into  the  place  so  voide  and  in  the  said 
Schoole  shall  make  choice  of  a Schoolm’^  or  Usher  within  9 weeks  after 
the  avoydance  and  him  they  shall  p)sent  unto  the  Bp  under  the  Seale 
of  the  Corporacon  that  the  Bp  may  try  his  sufficiency  before  his  admit- 
tance. But  before  the  Ellecon  every  one  of  the  Governors  that  shall 


QUEEN  MARY’S  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL,  CLITHEROE  175 

have  a voice  in  the  choice  shall  charge  his  Soule  wth  a corpDall  oath  or 
protestation  in  theis  words. 

I C.D.  doe  call  God  and  his  Angells  now  to  witness  that  neither 
I nor  anie  for  me  to  my  knowledge  or  consent  have  taken  any  reward 
or  promise  nor  ever  will  take  for  giving  my  voyce  or  yelding  consent  to 
choose  a Schoolmaster  or  Usher  into  this  School  and  I will  choose  him 
who  in  my  conscience  is  most  fit  for  this  place  and  will  doe  most  good 
to  the  School  and  those  children  wch  shall  come  hither  to  be  taught 
So  God  prosper  me  and  myne  both  in  this  world  and  in  the  world  to 
come  And  unlesse  everye  governor  wch  shall  have  a voyce  or  suffrage 
of  the  eleccon  of  the  Schoolm^  or  Usher  doe  in  this  manner  choose  and 
in  these  very  words  take  this  oath  or  make  his  protestation  severally 
within  one  hower  before  the  saide  Eleccon  the  man  whom  they  shall 
choose  shall  not  be  held  chosen  and  the  eleccon  shall  be  Utterly  voide 
and  deemed  to  be  Ipso  facto  et  jure  nulla  And  the  nominacon  eleccon 
appointment  and  making  of  a Schoolm^  or  Usher  into  the  place  then  void 
for  that  time  shall  devolve  and  come  to  the  Bp  of  Chester  for  the  tyme 
being  who  shall  likewise  protest  in  Verbo  Epsis  before  hee  nominate  anie 
to  that  place  that  he  will  make  none  to  be  Schoolm^  or  Usher  there  but 
such  as  in  his  conscience  he  is  p)swaded  are  fitt  for  that  place  and  will 
diligently  teach  the  Schollers  and  faithfully  endeavour  the  good  of  the 
Schoole. 

4.  Leases  & Rents. 

Item  yt  is  further  ordered  and  be  yt  a Statute  of  this  Schoole  for  * 
ever  That  because  improvement  of  the  Schoole  revenues  and  the  encrease 
of  the  rents  thereof  are  the  cheefe  meanes  to  advance  the  Schoole  and 
to  encourage  the  Schoolm’"  in* his  duty  Therefore  from  henceforth  noe 
lease  shalbe  lett  either  of  all  or  anie  ^te  of  the  Schoole  possessions  but 
for  tenne  yeares  onely  in  being  and  non  at  all  in  revercon  And  the  rents 
of  everything  that  shalbee  demised  shall  from  henceforth  upon  every 
lease  be  improved  and  encreased  to  the  full  sum  of  two  third  ^tes  at  the 
least  of  the  full  and  utmost  value  wch  any  man  will  give  if  yt  were  actually 
voide  And  for  the  other  thyrd  p)te  (or  fyne  for  yt  if  anie  be  made)  as 
also  the  overplus  of  whatsoever  shall  arise  above  that  Stipend  wch  shall 
be  allowed  to  the  and  Usher  yt  shalbee  converted  and  employed  on 
the  repaire  of  the  Schoole  or  for  the  sendinge  and  mainteyning  of  such 
poore  schollers  to  the  University  as  shalbee  made  fitt  by  that  Schoole 
to  goe  thither. 

5.  Meeting  day  for  choise  of  receav’’’^  & accounts. 

Item  for  the  better  dispatch  of  the  Schoole  business  and  that  nothing 
may  be  done  by  surrepcon  and  stelth  especially  in  demising  of  the  pos- 
sessions thereof  or  in  passing  accounts  or  any  other  business  for  the  said 
Schoole  wch  are  not  limitted  by  these  Statutes  to  any  other  tyme.  Wee 
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ordaine  and  be  yt  a Statute  of  this  Schoole  for  ever  That  from  henceforth 
once  every  year  upon  St  John  Baptists  day  called  Midsommer  day  in 
the  forenoone  there  shalbee  a Sermon  preached  in  the  Church  of  Clitherow 
where  the  M^  Usher  and  Schollers  of  the  said  Schoole  shalbee  p)sent  before 
the  Governors  of  the  said  Schoole  and  therein  shalbee  a comemoracon 
of  the  foundacon  of  the  said  Schoole  and  a recitall  of  what  possessions 
are  allotted  yt  with  an  exhortation  to  the  said  Governors  Schoolm^  and 
Usher  that  they  will  faithfully  and  diligently  p)form  their  duties  for  wch 
Sermon  the  preacher  shalbee  paid  by  the  Receav^  the  sum  of  10  shillings 
And  after  Service  and  Sermon  ended  all  these  Statutes  shalbe  openly 
read  And  then  because  the  Governors  (who  are  intended  no  way  to 
reap  anie  private  gaine  unto  themselves  or  theirs  by  the  possessions  of 
the  said  Schoole)  shall  not  be  charged  by  this  their  meeting  wee  doe  allowe 
30  shillings  and  noe  more  upon  the  said  daie  for  a comon  diner  for  the 
said  Governors  Schoolm^  Usher  and  preacher  out  of  the  revenues  of  that 
Schoole  And  we  order  that  p)sently  after  dinner  they  all  or  the  greatesst 
p)te  of  those  wch  are  p)sent  shall  assemble  together  in  the  said  Schoole 
and  shall  there  make  choise  of  a receiver  for  that  yeare  following  of  the 
rents  and  profitts  anie  waie  belonging  to  the  said  Schoole  Wch  receav^ 
shall  enter  bond  with  good  sureties  to  the  Governors  of  the  said  Schoole 
that  he  will  truly  pay  the  Stipend  of  M^  and  Usher  and  make  a good 
accompt  upon  that  day  twelve  moneth  and  pay  and  discharge  all  that 
remayneth  of  his  receav^  into  the  hands  of  the  Governors  at  the  same 
tyme  And  no  lease  shall  be  lett  or  sealed  of  anie  p3te  of  the  Schoole  pos- 
sessions or  revenues  but  onely  in  the  said  Schoole  and  upon  the  said  day 
of  St  John  Baptist  and  by  and  under  the  subscription  of  the  said  Governors 
or  four  of  them  at  least  first  of  all  reading  this  very  Statute  and  severally 
saying  these  very  words 

I D.E.  doe  call  God  from  Heaven  to  witnesse  that  in  yelding  my 
voyce  and  suffrage  to  this  lease  now  or  at  any  tyme  hereafter  to  bee 
lett  I nether  have  nor  will  have  any  private  and  sinister  respect  to  my 
owne  gaine  or  the  gaine  of  anie  of  my  frends,  but  my  desire  is  that  it 
be  leased  to  the  best  behoofe  of  this  School  so  God  deal  with  me  and 
myne  in  our  necessityes. 

And  if  anie  one  of  the  Governors  yeld  his  consent  to  passe  anie  lease 
or  grant  of  anie  of  the  Schoole  revenues  before  he  hath  read  this  protesta- 
tion before  his  fellowes  in  the  said  Schoole  lett  him  be  holden  as  a man 
forsworne  and  a breaker  of  theise  p^sent  Statutes  and  Ipso  facto  made 
from  thence  no  Governor  and  ever  after  incapable  of  that  place,  and 
lett  the  rest  of  the  Governors  take  their  tyme  within  9 weeks  after  to 
choose  another  Governor  in  his  roome  wch  if  they  doe  not  accordingly, 
lett  the  choise  and  making  of  a new  Governor  be  devolved  to  the  Bp  of 
Chester  for  the  tyme  being  protesting  before  he  choose  that  he  will  doe 
therein  iuxta  conscientia  as  he  shalbee  p)swaded  willbee  good  for  the  Schoole. 
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6.  for  sutes  in  law. 


Item  be  yt  a Statute  of  this  Schoole  for  ever  That  from  henceforth 
there  shalbee  noe  sute  upon  anie  p)text  or  pretence  soever  commenced 
or  begunn  before  the  Governors  have  under  their  hands  acquainted  the 
Bp  of  Chester  for  the  tyme  being  therewith  and  truly  delivered  the  case 
to  him  and  taken  his  advice  therein  that  he  may  compose  yt  without 
sute  of  law  if  he  can,  otherwise  wee  ordaine  that  if  anie  of  the  Governors 
doe  sue  anie  other  or  all  of  the  rest  of  his  fellows  or  Schoolm^  or  Usher 
of  the  said  Schoole  wthout  the  consent  of  the  said  Lord  Bp  there  shall 
be  no  allowance  made  to  him  or  them  for  anie  p)te  of  his  or  their  expences, 
but  he  shall  beare  them  at  his  owne  charge.  But  if  all  or  most  of  the 
six  Governors  with  the  Schoolm^  and  Usher  (to  whose  prop)  use  the  pos- 
sessions were  given)  doe  joyntly  consent  upon  anie  sute  against  anie 
other  p)son  besides  the  M’^  and  Governors  (and  shall  first  of  all  take  the 
ad\fice  of  the  Bp  therein)  then  the  charge  of  everie  such  sute  shall  be 
borne  out  of  the  Revenues  of  the  saide  Schoole  so  longe  as  yt  shall  appre 
unto  the  said  Bp  their  Visitor  that  the  same  is  for  the  good  of  the  Schoole 
and  not  for  a trifle  and  out  of  a contentious  and  wrangling  disposicon 
wherein  wee  burden  the  conscience  as  well  of  the  Bishop  as  of  all  the 
rest  that  they  doe  all  things  therein  with  respect  to  the  good  of  the  said 
Schoole. 

Wee  the  Governors  of  the  Free  Grammar  Schoole  founded  by  Queene 
Mary  and  King  Phillip  in  Clitherow  in  the  County  of  Lancaster  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Right  Reverend  Father  in  God  John  Lord 
Bp  of  Chester  and  upon  a Decree  out  of  the  High  Court  of  Chancery  of 
England  for  that  purpose  doe  joyntly  agree  appoint  make  and  ordaine 
these  to  be  Statutes  and  Laws  of  the  said  Schoole  and  to  be  kept  inviolably 
by  us  and  all  others  that  now  are  or  hereafter  shall  have  anything  to  doe 
with  the  said  Schoole  or  the  Revenues  thereof.  And  if  anie  controversie 
or  doubt  arise  about  the  words  or  things  conteyned  in  these  Statutes  or 
anie  other  Statutes  hereafter  to  be  made  for  this  Schoole  wee  consent  and 
agree  to  submitt  ourselves  unto  the  interpretacon  and  fynal  conclusion 
from  tyme  to  tyme  of  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Chester  for  the  tyme  being 

Jo.  Cestren.  [John  Bridgman] 


Subscribed  by 
Raphe  Asheton  Governor 
Christopher  Nowell 
James  Aspinall 


Governors 


WiLL^i  Dugdale  X Sign  I 
Rog^  Leas  Sign  R 
Christopher  Kendall 
Rich  Shuttleworth 


Governors 


APPENDIX  III 

Calendar  of  Documents 


Unless  otherwise  stated  the  documents  are  among  the  School  records. 

* Indicates  that  the  document  itself  is  undated,  but  its  date  has  been  fixed  by 
internal  evidence  and  by  collation  with  other  papers. 


No. 

Date. 

Subject  Matter. 

Pages. 

1 

29  Aug.  1554 

Letters  Patent  of  the  Foundation  .... 

163 

2 

1 Sept.  1563 

Thomas  Greenacres’s  acquittance  to  John  Rams- 

den  upon  receipt  of  £3  155.  

18,  24 

3 

29  Jan.  1586/7 

P.R.O.,  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Pleadings,  1:136:N.3. 

Bill  of  Complaint  of  Chr,  Nowell,  James  As- 
pinall  and  Thomas  Whitehead  .... 

15 

4 

6 Feb.  1586/7 

P.R.O.,  Duchy  of  Lancaster  Pleadings,  l:212:N.l. 

Answers  of  Henry  Ratcliffe,  Richard  Green- 
acres and  Alexander  Greenacres  to  the  Bill  of 

Complaint  3 

16 

5 

8 Jan.  1594/5 

Edward  Lawson’s  Licence  as  Usher  from 

William  Chadderton,  Bishop  of  Chester 

30 

6 

6 July  1597 

Lease  of  School  property  at  Thornton  to  Henry 

Mychell,  by  the  four  Governors  Henry  Rad- 
clyffe,  Richard  Greenacres,  James  Aspinall 
and  William  Dugdall.  Fine  £10.  Rent 
155.  8J.  in  equal  parts  at  Martinmas  and 
Pentecost  between  8 and  4 o’clock  in  the  Porch 
of  Clitheroe  Church 

21 

7 

1597 

P.R.O.,  Lists  and  Indexes  No.  X,  Pages  iv-viii : 

39  Eliz.  c,  6,  “ An  Acte  to  reforme  Deceipts 
and  Breaches  of  Trust  touching  Landes  given 
to  Charitable  Uses  ” 

13,  47 

8 

1601 

P.R.O,  (same  source  as  7),  43  Eliz.  c.  4,  “ An 

Acte  to  redresse  the  Misemployment  of 
Landes  Goodes  and  Stockes  of  Money  hereto- 
fore given  to  Charitable  Uses  ” . 

13,  47 

9 

1609* 

An  undated  fragment  giving  the  dates  of  execu- 

tion of  a Commission  at  Gisburn,  viz, 
22nd  Aug.,  19th  Sept.,  3rd  Oct.,  Anno  Jacobi 
Nono.  Collation  with  other  papers  indicates 
that  this  year  must  be  a mistake  for  1609. 
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No.  Date.  Subject  Matter. 

i I 

I I 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 

16 


17 


18 


c.  1609/10* 


c.  Nov.  1609* 


9 Jan.  1609/10 


9 Jan.  1609/10 


1610* 


1611* 

1611* 


1611* 


1611* 


“ Remembrances  fifor  things  to  bee  set  downe 
in  a Certificate  to  our  Lord  Chancellor  of 
England.”  Raises  objections  to  the  Elections 
of  Giles  Parker,  Robert  Walbank  and  Chr. 
Shute,  and  the  exchange  with  Hammerton  . 
Petition  of  Chr.  Nowell  and  James  Aspinall  for 
a new  Commission  after  that  executed  at  Gis- 

burn 

P.R.O.,  Inquisition  Bundle  3,  No.  31.  The  Cer- 
tificate of  the  Commissioners  at  Mitton,  in- 
cluding a Copy  of  the  Articles  of  Agreement 
with  John  Hammerton  of  1599  .... 
P.R.O.,  Deposition  Bundle  5,  No.  9.  The  De- 
positions of  Chr.  Nowell  of  Little  Mearley 
(aged  60),  and  of  James  Aspinall  of  Over- 
standen  (aged  59),  before  the  Commission  at 
Mitton.  There  is  a copy  of  Aspinall’ s Deposi- 
tion among  the  School  papers  .... 
The  Exceptions  of  Richard  Greenacres,  Giles 
Parker,  WilHam  Dugdall,  Robert  Walbank, 
Governors,  and  Thomas  Shute,  Schoolmaster, 
to  the  Decree  of  the  Commission.  Chr. 
Nowell  and  James  Aspinall  named  as  defend- 
ants   

Draft  of  the  Bill  of  Complaint  of  Chr.  Nowell, 
James  Aspinall,  Thomas  Rjdey  and  Thomas 
Kendall  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  .... 
Brief  of  the  Bill  of  Complaint  of  Chr.  Nowell, 
James  Aspinall,  Thomas  Kendall  and  Thomas 
Ryley,  plaintiffs,  against  Ric.  Greenacres, 
William  Dugdall,  Giles  Parker,  Robt.  Wal- 
bank, Tho.  Shute,  Tho.  Parker,  Antho.  Parker, 
Robt.  Parkinson,  John  Topham,  George  Cros- 
land  and  William  Oldfield,  defendants  . 

The  joint  and  several  Answers  of  Richard  Green- 
acres, Giles  Parker,  Robt.  Walbank  and 
William  Dugdall,  four  of  the  defendants  to  the 

Bill  of  Complaint,  15  and  16 

The  joint  and  several  Answers  of  George  Cros- 
land,  clerk,  Thomas  Parker,  Anthony  Parker 
and  Robert  Parkinson,  defendants  to  the  Bill 
of  Complaint,  15  and  16 


Piiges. 


48 


: 23,  27, 
36,  49, 


14,21, 
27,  28, 
33-49 


36,  50 

10,  20, 

36,51 


36,51 


27,  36, 
38 


20,  36 
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No. 

1 

Date.  ! 

Subject  Matter. 

Pages. 

19 

1 

1611*  i 

The  Replication  of  Richard  Greenacres,  Giles 

Parker,  Robert  Walbank,  Willm.  Dugdall  and  ' 

Thomas  Shute,  repliants  to  the  joint  and 

several  Answers  of  Chr.  Nowell  and  .James 

Aspinall,  defendants 

36 

20 

21  Nov.  1611 

Order  in  Chancery  in  re  Chr.  Nowell  and  James 

Aspinall,  plaintiffs,  versus  Ric  Greenacres,  ! 

Giles  Parker,  Robt.  Walbank  and  Wm.  Dug- 

dall,  defendants 

51 

21 

28  Nov.  1611 

Report  of  Dr.  Jo.  Hunt  on  the  Answer  of  the 

defendants,  in  re  Chr.  Nowell  and  others  versus  ! 

Ric.  Greenacres  and  others 

51 

22 

1611/12* 

Further  Answer  of  Richard  Greenacres,  defend-  ' 

ant,  to  the  Bill  of  Complaint,  15  and  16  . ‘ 

51 

23 

23  May  1612 

Order  in  Chancery  in  re  Chr.  Nowell  and  others  , 

versus  Ric.  Greenacres  and  others  . . . ; 

52 

24 

c.  1612* 

A much  mutilated  draft  of  Interrogatories,  J 

mainly  concerned  with  elucidating  the  events  i 

1 

on  the  occasions  of  public  meetings  of  the 

Governors  on  10  Dec.  1603  and  12  March 

1603/4  

45 

25 

9 Nov.  1612 

Order  in  Chancery  in  re  Chr.  Nowell  and  others 

versus  Ric.  Greenacres  and  others  ... 

52 

26 

1612* 

Brief  of  Bill  of  Complaint  of  Chr.  Nowell  and 

others,  of  the  Answ^ers  of  the  defendants,  of 

the  Depositions  for  the  plaintiffs  taken  at 

20,  27, 

Whalley  on  14  Sept.  1612,  and  of  Depositions 

30, 33, 

for  the  defendants 

36-50 

27 

— 

A fragment  only  of  the  first  sheet  of  a Brief  in  re 

Chr.  Now'ell  and  others  versus  Ric.  Greenacres 

and  others 

! 3 

28 

11  Feb.  1612/13 

Order  in  Chancery  in  re  Chr.  Nowell  and  others 

versus  Ric.  Greenacres  and  others 

i51,52 

29 

7 April  1613 

An  abstract  of  tw'o  leases  to  Henry  Mychell 

19 

30 

29  April  1613 

Affidavit  by  William  Nowell  that  he  served  a 

subpoena  out  of  the  High  Court  of  Chancery  on 

William  Dugdall 

31 

15  May  1613 

Affidavit  by  Ric.  Greenacres  that  he  had  de- 

1 livered  all  the  School  papers  in  his  possession 

into  the  Court 

32 

27  May  1613 

Order  in  Chancery  in  re  Chr.  Nowell  and  others 

versus  Ric.  Greenacres  and  others 

1 

52 

1 
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No. 

Date. 

Subject  Matter. 

1 

Pages. 

33 

6 Nov.  1613 

Affidavit  by  Wm.  Dugdall  that  he  had  deUvered 
aU  the  School  papers  in  his  hands  to  Ric.  i 
Greenacres,  who  had  informed  him  that  he  i 
had  delivered  them  into  Court  . . . . i 

52 

34 

9 Nov.  1613 

Order  in  Chancery  in  re  Chr.  Nowell  and  others  ' 
versus  Ric.  Greenacres  and  others 

52 

35 

11  Nov.  1613 

A further  Order  in  the  same  suit  .... 

52 

36 

15  Nov.  1613 

Affidavit  by  Henry  Nowell,  son  of  Chr.  Nowell,  ! 
that  Wm.  Dugdall  had  returned  to  Lancashire 
in  contempt  of  Court i 

53 

37 

Jan.  1613/14 

Interrogatories  to  be  administered  to  Wm.  Dug-  : 
dall  according  to  the  Order  of  11  Nov.  1613  1 

53 

38 

29  Jan.  1613/14 

Answers  of  Wm.  DugdaU  to  the  Interrogatories  ! 

53 

39 

29  Jan.  1613/14 

Order  in  Chancery  referring  Dugdall’s  Answers  ' 
to  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Ridley,  one  of  the  ’ 
Masters  of  the  Court 

40 

8 Feb.  1613/14 

Report  of  ]\Ir.  Tho.  Ridley  on  Dugdall’s  examina-  l 
tion 1 

53 

41 

22  June  1614 

Order  in  Chancery  in  re  Chr.  NoweU  and  others  ' 
versus  Ric.  Greenacres  and  others  . . . ^ 

53 

42 

1 July  1614 

Report  of  Dr.  James,  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  | 
Court,  on  the  examination  of  Ric.  Greenacres,  | 
then  a prisoner  in  the  Fleet  for  Contempt 

53 

43 

15  Aug.  1614 

Letter  of  Chr.  NoweU,  James  Aspinall,  Tho.  RUey 
and  Tho.  Kendall  to  the  Bishop  of  Chester 

53 

44 

20  Oct.  1614 

Final  Order  in  re  Chr.  Nowell  and  others  versus 
Ric.  Greenacres  and  others 

i 

54 

45 

26  Oct.  1614 

Order  in  Chancery  appointing  a day  for  the 
hearing  of  Counsel  for  both  sides  on  the  effect 
of  the  previous  Order 

i 

i 

46 

c.  1614/15* 

“ Mr.  Nowell’s  direccons  for  the  executinge  of 
the  schooles  business.”  A long  list  of  points 
that  were  to  be  raised  in  Court,  concerning  the 
position  created  by  the  Order  of  20  Oct.  1614 

j 

47 

48 

19  Jan.  1614/15 

1615* 

A Summary  of  the  Deposition  of  James  Aspinall 

at  Long  Preston 

Brief,  summarising  the  Decree  of  20  Oct.  1614 
and  Depositions  for  the  defendants,  which,  by 
coUation  with  47  and  from  the  lengths  of  time 
that  John  Marsden  and  Bernard  Emmott  were 
stated  to  have  been  Usher  and  Master,  were 
clearly  those  taken  at  Long  Preston  in  Jan. 

1614/15  

Pinned  to  this  are  several  sheets  giving  extracts 
from  previous  Answers  and  Depositions. 

54 

10,  20, 
25, 

33-45, 

54 

No. 

49 

50 

51 

52 

53 

54 

55 

56 

57 

58 

59 

60 

61 

62 
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Date. 


c. 

1610-15* 

25  May 

1615 

29  May 

1615 

1616 

1616 

25  Nov. 

1616 

28  Jan. 

1616/17 

28  Jan.  1616/17  j 


28  Jan.  1616/17 
24  Feb.  1616/17 

9 May  1617 


I 

i 


8 Aug.  1617 


Subject  Matter. 


1 Interrogatories  to  be  administered  to  the  i 
I tenants  i 

[ List  of  documents  received  from  Mr.  Crosland, 
Vicar  of  Almondbury,  by  Bernard  Emmott  . 

I List  of  documents  sent  to  London  on  that  day  . j 
I “ Mr.  Nowell’s  Booke  of  charges  by  him  laide  j 
I oute  in  sute  fifor  the  schoole  of  Chtherow  ” ! 
from  Easter  Term  1611,  to  Hilary  Term  1615  i 
“ Remembrances  ” by  NoweU  as  to  steps  to  be  ; 

taken  with  regard  to  the  tenants.  * 

WiUiam  Nowell’s  Affidavit  to  serving  a sub-  ! 

poena  on  William  Oldfield 

Lease  of  property  in  Skipton  for  21  years  to  I 
Thomas  Cockshoote  by  Ric.  Greenacres,  Giles  j 
Parker,  Chr.  Nowell,  James  AspinaU,  Wm.  j 
Dugdall  and  Tho.  Kendall.  Fine  £5  in  equal  j 
portions  at  Pentecost  1617  and  1618.  Rent  , 

10<§.  a year j 

Lease  of  property  in  Skipton  for  21  years  to  | 
Thomas  Boucocke  by  the  same  six  Governors  I 
as  in  55.  Fine  £9  in  equal  parts  at  Martinmas 
1617  and  Candlemas  1617/18.  Rent  205.  8d.  | 

a year i 

Counterpart  of  56 j 

“ Remembrances  att  the  next  meeting  being  | 
24  feb:  1616  ”,  by  Nowell  relating  to  negotia-  ' 

tions  with  the  tenants i 

Memorandum  of  Agreement  between  Ric.  Green-  j 
acres,  Giles  Parker,  Chr.  Nowell,  James  Aspin- 
all,  Wm.  Dugdall,  and  Tho.  Kendall,  Gover- 
nors, of  the  one  part,  and  John  MitcheU,  Wm. 
Boucocke,  Tho.  Boucocke,  Tho.  Cockshott  and 

John  Hustler,  of  the  other 

Memorandum  of  Agreement  between  Ric. 
Greenacres,  Giles  Parker  and  Wm.  Dugdall, 
Governors,  of  the  one  part,  and  George  Cros- 
land, Vicar  of  Almondbury,  of  the  other  . j 

An  undated  fragment  on  which  is  noted  the  dates  j 
on  which  Bernard  Emmott  began  to  teach  and  | 

the  date  of  his  death j 

Copy,  made  apparently  in  1618,  of  the  Will  of  j 
Henr}^  Hardwicke  of  Addingham,  dated  j 

13  April  1559  ! 
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No.  Date. 


Subject  Matter. 


I Pages. 


I 


63  20  Oct.  1618  I Lease  of  School  property  in  Eastby  for  21  years  j 

to  Robt.  Smith  and  Antho.  Johnson  by  Chr.  j 
Nowell,  James  Aspinall,  Wm.  Dugdall,  Tho.  i 
Kendall  and  Chr.  Kendall.  Fine  £21.  j 
Rent  165.  a year t 

64  8 May  1619  Petition  of  William  Ramsden  and  George  Cros-  | 


65  28  Sept.  1619 

66  11  Nov.  1619 


67  14  Jan.  1619/20 

68  14  Jan.  1619/20 


69  4 Feb.  1619/20 


70  4 Feb.  1619/20 


land,  clerk,  to  Lord  Verulam,  Lord  Chancellor, 
that  he  would  grant  a dedimus  potestatem  for 
taking  their  Answers  in  the  country,  they 
having  been  served  with  a subpoena  out  of  the 
High  Court  of  Chancery  at  the  suit  of  Ric. 
Greenacres  and  others.  The  petition  is  en- 
dorsed “ Let  the  peticoners  have  a dedimus  as 
ys  desyred.  Fr.  Verulam  Cane.”  (Copy.) 
Answers  of  George  Crosland,  clerk,  to  the  Bill 
of  Complaint  of  Ric.  Greenacres  and  others 
Memorandum  of  the  terms  of  settlement  of  the 
dispute  between  Chr.  Nowell  and  others  and 
Wm.  Oldfield,  arrived  at  by  Counsel  for  the 

parties 

Verdict  of  the  Jury  at  the  Inquisition  taken  at 

Mitton 

P.R.O.,  Inquisition  Bundle  8,  No.  2.  Letters  of 
Commission  dated  7 May,  1619  ; Verdict  of  the 
Jury  taken  at  Mitton  on  14  Jan.  1619/20  ; 
Depositions  of  Ric.  Greenacres,  Abraham  j 
Green,  Chr.  Nowell,  John  Marsden,  Stephen  1 
Hammerton,  Alex.  Emmott  taken  at  Mitton  [ 
14  Sept.  1619  ; Address  to  the  Commission  by  i 
the  Bailiff  and  divers  inhabitants  of  Clitheroe,  j 
dated  3 Jan.  1619/20  ; Deposition  of  Roger 
Dugdall  taken  at  Mitton  on  1 Jan.  1619/20  ; 
Excerpt  from  the  Inquisition  at  Mitton  in 
1609/10  ; Decree  of  the  Commission.  There  ; 
is  a copy  of  this  last  section  among  the  School 
papers.  1 

Lease  of  property  in  Skipton  for  21  years  to  i 
John  Hustler  by  Chr.  Nowell,  James  Aspinall, 
Wm.  Dugdall,  Tho.  Kendall,  Chr.  Kendall  and 
Roger  Leigh.  Fine  £5  105.  Rent  85. 8 J.  per  year  | 
Lease  of  property  in  Skipton  for  21  years  to 
Edward  Moorhouse  by  the  same  six  Gover- 
nors as  in  69,  on  the  surrender  of  the  lease  56. 
No  fine  expressed.  Rent  205.  Hd.  a year  . . : 


57 


59 


58 


40, 

60-64 
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No. 

Date, 

. 

Subject  Matter. 

Pages. 

71 

1620* 

Unsigned  letter  to  Wm.  Nowell,  on  his  return 

from  London,  discussing  the  Certificate  of  the 
Commissioners  and  future  procedure 

72 

1620* 

Answers  to  the  Exceptions  of  Chr.  Nowell  and 

others  to  the  Decree  of  the  Commissioners 

73 

1620* 

Brief,  summarising  the  case  down  to  the  Report 

of  Sir  E.  Thelwall  and  Sir  R.  Ryche,  two  of  the 
Masters  of  the  Court,  on  the  Exceptions  to  the 
Decree  of  the  Commissioners  and  the  Answers 
thereto.  Contains  extracts  from  the  De- 
positions for  the  plaintiffs 

74 

1620 

P.R.O.,  Confirmation  Roll  No.  38.  (Incom- 

plete  both  at  the  beginning  and  the  end.) 
Covers  much  the  same  ground  as  73 

65-67 

75 

16  Feb.  1621/2 

Chester  Diocesan  Registry,  Bishop  Bridgman’s 

Ledger  Book,  pages  341  et  seq.  Copy  of 
Order  in  Chancery  referring  the  matter  to  the 
Bishop  of  Chester  as  Visitor  of  the  School 

68 

76 

1622* 

Three  documents  pinned  together  ; Instructions 

for  Counsel  drafted  at  various  stages  in  the 

14,  37, 

case  by  or  on  behalf  of  Nowell  .... 

47 

77 

2 May  1622 

Same  source  as  No.  75.  “ Proceedings  of  the 

Bishop  of  Chester  about  the  School  of  Clithe- 
row,  upon  the  former  Decree  ” . 

78 

2 May  1622 

Same  source  as  No.  75.  The  Statutes 

69,173 

79 

24  June  1622 

Letter  from  Wm,  Currer  of  Skipton  to  Roger 

Leigh,  asking  him  to  procure  a Governor’s 
signature  to  an  Order  for  the  Allotment  of 
Tarn  Moor.  In  reply,  the  following  Gover- 
nors said  that  they  had  signed  the  Order : 
Raphe  Assheton,  Chr,  Nowell,  James  Aspinall, 
Roger  Leigh  and  Wm.  Dugdall 

80 

13  Jan.  1622/3 

“ A breife  note  of  things  to  be  considered  of  for 

the  good  of  the  schoole  of  Clitherow  ” with 
comments  by  the  Bishop  of  Chester  on  the 
individual  items  and,  at  the  foot,  a letter 

from  him  to  the  Governors 

75 

81 

22  Jan.  1622/3 

Acknowledgment  by  William  Ouldfield  that  he 

had  half  an  oxgang  of  land  in  his  occupation 
belonging  to  the  School 

! 

j 

75 
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Date. 
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Pages. 

82 

21  Jan.  1623/4 

P.R.O.,  Star  Chamber  Proceedings  222/22.  ! 

Bill  of  Complaint  of  William  Nowell,  dated  ; 
3 Nov.  1623  ; Answer  of  Sir  John  Talbot ; j 
Depositions  of  Thomas  Parker  and  John  | 
Braddyll  taken  at  Gisburnon  8 Jan.  1623/4  ; j 
Answers  of  John  BraddyU  and  Thomas  Parker  | 
sworn  at  Gisburn  on  21  Jan.  1623/4  . . ! 

70,  71 

83 

1623/4* 

Interrogatories  to  be  administered  to  the  wit- 

nesses  on  behalf  of  Wilham  No  well  versus  Sir  1 
Raphe  Assheton  and  others i 

84 

23  June  1624 

Accounts  of  James  AspinaU,  Receiver,  for  the 

33,  73, 

two  years  then  ended 

no 

85 

Sept.  1624 

Letter  from  the  Bishop  of  Chester  to  George  1 

Crosland j 

75 

86 

31  Jan.  1627/8 

Certificate  of  the  election  and  swearing  of  | 

Wilham  Nowell  to  be  a Governor.  Signed  by  | 
James  Aspmall ; witnessed  by  Chr.  Kendall 
and  others j 

74 

87 

c.  1629* 

Petition  of  William  Nowell,  James  AspinaU,  ! 

Francis  Paslew  and  Chr.  Kendall  to  the  Bishop  , 
of  Chester 

76 

88 

11  Nov.  1630 

Kenyon  ]\ISS.  No.  101.  Directions  of  the 

Bishop  of  Chester  regarding  the  management 
of  the  School  property.  Copy  enclosed  with 

1 

90 

, 79 

89 

1630* 

A small  fragment  only  of  the  concluding  sheet 

1 

of  Crosland’s  Bill  of  Complaint  .... 

90 

25  April  1631 

Kenyon  MSS.  No.  114  Letter  from  the  Bishop  of 

1 

Chester  to  the  Governors 

i 78 

91 

1631* 

Answers  of  James  AspinaU  and  Chr.  Kendall  to 

the  BUI  of  Complaint  of  George  Crosland, 
clerk 

81 

92 

4 June  1631 

Receipt  by  Robert  Marsden  for  £9  05.  8f/.  wages 

82 

93 

23  Feb.  1631/2 

Order  in  Chancery  in  re  George  Crosland  versus 

Sir  Raphe  Assheton  and  others,  referring  the 
matter  to  Sir  John  MycheU,  one  of  the  Masters 
of  the  Court 

' 81 

94 

10  Nov.  1632 

Sir  John  Mychell’s  first  Report 

j 81 

95 

23  Nov.  1632 

Order  in  Chancery : defendants  to  show  cause 

why  the  second  Report  should  not  be  decreed 

j 

96 

28  Nov.  16.32 

Order  in  Chancery  referring  Sir  John  Mychell’s 

second  Report  back 

i 81 

97 

6 Dec.  1632 

Sir  John  MycheU’ s third  Report  .... 

' 81 

! 

1 
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98 

29  May  1633 

Order  in  Chancery  ratifying  Sir  John  Mychell’s 
third  Report 

99 

1633* 

Final  Order  in  the  suit,  giving  a synopsis  of  Cros- 
land’s  Bill  and  of  all  the  proceedings  in  the 
case 

100 

1633* 

Petition  of  Wm.  Nowell,  James  Aspinall,  Fr. 
Paslew  and  Chr.  Kendall  to  the  Bishop  of 
Chester  to  sue  Crosland  in  forma  pauperis  . 

101 

24  June  1633 

Acquittance  of  Abraham  Greene  for  £50  55. 
in  addition  to  £10  received  at  Pentecost  1631, 
in  fuU  discharge  of  three  years’  wages  . 

102 

24  June  1633 

Accounts  for  the  year  then  ended  of  Sir  Raphe 
Assheton,  Roger  Nowell,  Nicholas  Cunliffe, 
Roger  Leigh  and  Richard  Mercer 

103 

8 Dec.  1633 

Abraham  Greene’s  Acquittance  for  £10  O5.  10c?., 
being  his  wages  for  the  half-year  ending  Mar- 
tinmas last  past,  received  from  Roger  Leigh 
and  Richard  Mercer 

104 

8 Dec.  1633 

Robt.  Marsden’s  Acquittance  for  £4  received 
from  Roger  Leigh  and  Richard  Mercer  for  his 
wages  for  the  half-year  ending  Martinmas 
last 

105 

c.  1634* 

Same  source  as  No.  75.  “ Revenues  belonging 

to  this  School  of  Clitherow  ” 

106 

c.  1634* 

Same  source  as  No.  75.  “ The  Briefs  of  Clithe- 
row School  ” 1 

107 

23  June  1635 

Abraham  Greene’s  Acquittance  for  405.  received  j 
from  Roger  Leigh  in  part  payment  of  his 
wages 

108 

9 Oct.  1635 

Acquittance  of  Abraham  Greene,  “ late  Schoole- 
master  ” on  receipt  of  £4,  part  of  a greater 
sum  due  to  him  for  wages,  from  Fr.  Paslew, 
Roger  Leigh  and  Chr.  Kendall  .... 

109 

10  Oct.  1635 

Abraham  Green’s  Acquittance  on  receipt  of  a 
further  335.  from  Roger  Leigh  .... 

110 

9 Feb.  1635/6 

Abraham  Greene’s  Acquittance  on  receipt  of 
£9  135.  10c?.  from  Roger  Leigh  in  part  pay- 
ment of  his  wages  due  at  Midsummer  last 

111 

12  Feb.  1635/6 

Abraham  Greene’s  Acquittance  on  receipt  of 
£13  from  Wm.  Nowell,  Fr.  Paslew,  Chr.  Kendall 
and  Richard  Mercer  for  wages  since  1633 

112 

12  Feb.  1635/6 

Robt.  Marsden’s  Acquittance  on  receipt  of  £4 
from  the  same  four  Governors  as  in  1 1 1 for  his 
half-year’s  wages  ended  at  Martinmas  last  . 

j Pages. 

I 

! 82 
81 

85 

|82, 110 

25,  86 
74,  86 


84 
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1 

Pages. 

1 

113 

23  July  1636 

Robt.  Marsden’s  Acquittance  on  receipt  of  £4 
from  Roger  Leigh  for  his  half-year’s  wages 
due  at  Whitsuntide  last 

1 

1 

114 

Sept.  1637 

Petition  of  Jane  Whitacres  to  the  Bishop  of 
Chester  for  the  payment  of  £10  owing  to  her 
former  husband  Wm.  Walbank  .... 

! 

29 

115 

5 Aug.  1637 

Monies  disbursed  by  Lickbarrow  in  a suit  against 
the  Croslands,  and  his  petition  to  the  Bishop 
of  Chester  for  their  payment 

I 

87 

116 

Sept.  1637 

William  Lickbarrow’ s Acquittance  on  receipt  of 
355.  '2d.  from  Fr.  Paslew  

117 

7 Sept.  1637 

Appointment  of  John  AspinaU  as  a Governor  by 
the  Bishop  of  Chester,  John  Bridgman  . 

i 86 

118 

24  Oct.  1637 

Jane  Whitacres’s  Release  to  the  Governors  on 
receipt  of  £5 i 

30 

119 

19  Jan.  1637/8 

Order  in  Chancery  in  re  Sir  John  Ramsden  and 
others  versus  the  Governors  of  Clitherowe 
Grammar  School 

88 

120 

1638  i 

MSS.  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  W.  S.  Weeks. 
Contains  Order  in  Chancery  admitting  Wm. 
Lickbarrow  to  sue  in  forma  pauperis,  dated 
24  April  1638  ; Wm.  Lickbarrow’s  Affi- 
davit to  the  serving  of  a subpoena  on  Sir 
John  Ramsden ; and  Affidavit  by  Roger 
Leigh  the  younger  to  the  serving  of  sub- 
poenas on  Stephen  Hammerton  and  John  1 
Crosland 

89 

121 

23  April  1638*  ! 

Wm.  Lickbarrow’s  Petition  to  sue  in  forma 
pauperis  with  Sir  Tho.  Coventry’s  Certificate 
admitting  him 

58,  89 

122 

1638 

Wrapper  of  Lickbarrow’s  Bill  versus  Crosland 
and  others,  dated  Trinity  Term,  14  Charles  I 
(1638) 

89 

123 

1638 

Account  of  Nicholas  Cunliffe,  Fr.  Paslew,  Roger  ! 
Leigh  and  Ric.  Mercer  for  the  five  years  ending 
Midsummer  1638  

92 

124 

1638 

Account  of  Fr.  Paslew,  Receiver,  for  the  year 
beginning  Midsummer  Day  1637  .... 

125 

4 Aug.  1638 

Robt.  Marsden’s  Acquittance  on  receipt  of  60s.  \ 
from  Mr.  Paslew,  Receiver ! 

126 

14  Jan.  1638/9 

Robt.  Marsden’s  Acquittance  on  receipt  of  505.  1 
from  Fr.  Paslew,  Receiver,  in  part  payment  i 
of  his  wages  for  the  half-year  ending  the  pre- 
vious Martinmas 
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127 

24  June  1639 

Accounts  of  Fr.  Paslew,  Receiver,  for  the  year 
beginning  Midsummer  Day  1638  .... 

92,100 

128 

26  Sept.  1639 

Wm.  Lickbarrow’s  Acquittance  on  receipt  of 
£40  from  John  Aspinall,  Receiver,  in  part  pay- 
ment of  wages  due  to  him 

129 

24  June  1640 

Wm.  Lickbarrow’s  Acquittance  on  receipt  of  £40 
from  John  Aspinall,  Receiver,  in  part  payment 
of  wages  due  to  him 

130 

24  June  1640 

Robt.  Marsden’s  Acquittance  on  receipt  of  £3 
from  John  Aspinall,  in  payment  of  his  wages 
as  late  Usher  for  the  period  Whitsuntide  to 
Michaelmas  last  past 

84 

131 

24  June  1640 

Roger  Kenyon’s  Acquittance  on  receipt  of  £5 
from  John  Aspinall,  for  his  wages  as  Usher  for 
the  period  Michaelmas  to  Pentecost  last  past 

84,  97 

132 

10  April  1640 

The  several  Answers  of  John  Crosland,  clerk,  to 
the  Bill  of  Complaint  of  Wm.  Lickbarrow 

76,  90 

133 

10  April  1640 

The  several  Answers  of  Mary  Crosland  to  the  Bill 
of  Complaint  of  Wm.  Lickbarrow 

87,  90 

134 

10  April  1640 

The  several  Answers  of  Stephen  Hammerton  to 
the  Bill  of  Complaint  of  Wm.  Lickbarrow  . 

91 

135 

24  June  1640 

The  Account  of  John  AspinaU,  Receiver,  for  the 
year  ending  JMidsummer  1640  .... 

94 

136 

8 Oct.  1640 

Memorandum  of  Agreement  between  Mr.  John 
Hammerton  and  the  Governors  .... 

91 

137 

1640 

P.R.O.,  C.2  Charles  I,  L44/48  : Letters  of  Com- 
mission ; Lickbarrow’s  Bill ; Mary  Crosland’ s 
Answer  ; and  Stephen  Hammerton’ s Answer 

84,  89 

138 

1 Aug.  1641 

Mary  Crosland’ s Letter  of  Attorney  to  her  son- 
in-law  Nicholas  Greaves 

90 

139 

Nov.  1641 

Survey  of  the  School  lands  in  and  around  Sldp- 
ton  by  Nich.  Cunhffe  and  Ric.  Mercer 

140 

22  Aug.  1646 

Joint  Acquittance  of  John  Webster  and  Roger 
Kenyon  on  receipt  of  £30  l<s.  8J.  from  John 
Nowell,  Receiver,  for  their  wages  for  the  year 
ending  at  Pentecost  last 

98,103 

141 

9 Nov.  1646 

Roger  Kenyon’s  Acquittance  for  £6  received 
from  Ric.  Mercer,  Receiver,  being  a half-year’s 
wages  then  due 

142 

24  Dec.  1646 

John  Webster’s  general  Acquittance  acknow- 
ledging receipt  of  his  wages  at  the  rate  of 
£20  Is.  8d.  a year  from  the  time  of  his  first 
commencing  Master  to  the  date  thereof  . 

99 
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143 

24  June  1647 

Roger  Kenyon’s  Acquittance  on  receipt  of  £6  ; 
from  Ric.  Mercer  for  his  half-year’s  wages  | 
then  due  

144 

145 

24  June  1647 
1647* 

Letter  from  Nich.  Cunliffe  to  Ric.  Mercer  . . i 

Note  of  Disbursements  by  Ric.  Mercer  since  his  i 
account ' 

101 

90,101 

146 

147 

28  Jan.  1647/8 

1647 

Roger  Kenyon’s  Acquittance  on  receipt  of  £12 
from  Ric.  Mercer,  Receiver,  for  his  year’s 

wages 

Draft  of  Conveyance  of  certain  Rent  Charges 
from  Stephen  and  John  Hammerton  to  the 
Governors 

91,100 

148 

14  Feb.  1647/8 

John  Webster’s  Acquittance  on  receipt  of 
£24  135.  8cL  from  John  NoweU,  Receiver,  in 
full  settlement i 

99 

149 

28  June  1648 

Roger  Kenyon’s  Acquittance  on  receipt  of  £12 
from  John  Nowell,  Receiver,  for  his  year’s 
wages 

150 

24  June  1649 

William  Lickbarrow’s  Acquittance  on  receipt  of 
£6  135.  4c?.  from  the  Governors  due  to  him  as 
once  Master 

98 

151 

24  June  1650 

Roger  Kenyon’s  general  Acquittance  for  all 
wages  due  to  him  since  first  commencing 
Usher,  together  with  a gratuity  of  505. 
Robert  Clapham’s  Election  Certificate  ... 

! 

98 

152 

30  Dec.  1650 

102 

153 

10  April  1652 

Counterpart  of  Lease  of  property  in  Skipton  for 
ten  years  to  Jane  Atkinson  by  John  Nowell, 
i Nich.  Cunliffe,  Chas.  NoweU,  Ric.  Mercer,  John 
j Dugdall  and  Wm.  Baley.  Rent  65.  8c?.  a year. 
No  fine  named 

i 

1 

I 

154 

April  1652 

Lease  of  property  in  Eastby  to  Robt.  Johnson 
for  ten  years  by  the  same  Governors  as  in 
153.  Rent  535.  4c?.  a year.  No  fine  named  . 

1 

155 

10  April  1652 

Lease  of  property  in  Skipton  for  ten  years  to 
Henry  Currer  by  the  same  Governors  as  in 
153.  Rent  465.  8d.  a year.  No  fine  named 

156 

2 Feb.  1652/3 

Counterpart  of  Lease  of  property  at  Skii3ton  for 
ten  years  to  Frances  Wilcock,  widow,  from 

2 Feb.  1650/1  by  the  same  Governors  as  in 
153.  Rent  235.  4d.  a year 

157 

2 June  1653 

' Counterpart  of  Lease  of  Property  at  Skipton  to 
John  Stainton  and  Thomas  Boulton  for  ten 
years  from  1650/1  by  the  same  Governors  as 
in  153.  Rent  85.  8c?.  a year 

No. 

158 

159 

160 

161 

162 

163 

164 

165 

166 

167 

168 

169 

170 
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Date. 

25  Mar.  1654 

24  June  1654 

18  July  1657 

19  April  1658 

6 May  1658 

20  June  1658 

1659 

24  June  1659 
24  July  1660 

24  June  1661 
24  June  1661 

24  June  1661 

26  Aug.  1661 


I 

j Subject  Matter. 


Pages. 


Certificate  of  the  Election  of  George  Wood  to  be  , 
Governor  in  place  of  Nich.  Cunliffe  (dec.)  by 
John  Nowell,  Chas.  NoweU  and  John  Dugdall  104 
Counterpart  of  Lease  of  Property  at  Thornton  to 
John  Mitchell  for  ten  years  from  Candlemas 
by  John  Nowell,  Chas,  Nowell,  Ric.  Mercer, 

John  Dugdall,  Geo.  Wood  and  Win.  Baley. 

Rent  £5  lOs.  a year ' 

Certificate  of  the  Election  of  John  Aspinall  of 
Standen  to  be  a Governor  in  place  of  John 
Nowell  (dec.)  by  Chas.  Nowell,  Wm.  Baley, 

John  Dugdall  and  Geo.  Wood  ....  103 

Certificate  of  the  Election  of  Richard  Cottam  to 
be  Governor  in  place  of  Charles  Nowell  (dec.) 
by  J ohn  Aspinall,  Geo . Wood  and  J ohn  DugdaU  1 04 
Letter  from  Eliz.  Nowell  to  the  Governors  . .103 

Counterpart  of  Lease  of  Property  at  Skipton  late 
in  the  tenure  of  Henry  Currer  for  ten  years 
from  2 Feb.  1658/9,  to  Wm.  Fenwick  and  Wm. 

Currer  by  John  Aspinall,  John  Dugdall,  Geo. 

Wood,  Ric.  Mercer,  Ric.  Cottam  and  Wm. 

Baley.  Rent  465.  8d.  a year 

A Note  of  Disbursements  at  “ Whissand  ” and 

Martinmas  1659  104 

Accounts  of  John  Aspinall,  Receiver,  for  the  , 

year  ending  Pentecost  1659  91, 105 

Certificate  of  the  Election  of  John  Webster  to  be 
Governor  in  place  of  Ric.  Mercer  by  John 
Aspinall,  John  Dugdall  and  Wm.  Baley ; a 
Certificate  of  his  taking  the  oath  and,  on  the 
reverse,  a Certificate  of  his  Resignation.  . 116 

Accounts  of  John  Aspinall,  Receiver,  for  the  110- 

year  then  ended 117, 

Lease  of  property  in  Skipton  to  Robt.  Squire  to  121, 
the  only  use  of  Frances  Wilcock,  his  mother-  140 
I in-law,  for  ten  years  from  2 Feb.  1661/2, 
by  Thomas  Braddyll,  John  Webster,  John 
Aspinall,  John  Dugdall,  Wm.  Baley  and  Ric. 

Cottam.  Fine  IO5.  Rent  235.  4d.  a year 

Counterpart  of  168 

Certificate  of  the  Election  of  Thomas  Braddyll 
to  be  Governor  in  place  of  Geo.  Wood  by  John 
Webster,  John  Aspinall,  John  Dugdafi.,  Wm. 

I Baley • . . .119 
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171 

20  Nov.  1661 

Thomas  Maiden’s  Letter  of  Attorney  to  his 
Father 

115 

172 

31  Jan.  1661/2 

Certificate  of  the  Election  of  Ralph  Paitefield  to 
be  Master  by  Tho.  Braddyll,  Jo.  Webster,  Jo. 
Aspinall,  Jo.  Dugdall  and  Win.  Baley  . 

115, 

127 

173 

2 Feb.  1661/2 

Lease  of  property  in  Skipton  as  in  168  to  Wm. 
Fenwick  and  Wm.  Currer,  son  and  heir  of 
Henry  Currer  by  the  same  Governors  as  in 
168  for  ten  years  from  the  date  thereof.  Fine 
£3.  Rent  53s.  4d 

174 

2 Feb.  1661/2 

Lease  of  property  in  Thornton  to  Henry  Mitchell 
by  the  same  Governors  as  in  168  for  ten  years 
from  the  date  thereof.  Fine  £5.  Rent 
£5  105.  a year.  Webster’s  name  is  erased 

121 

175 

24  June  1662 

The  Account  of  John  Aspinall,  Receiver,  for  the 
year  ended  at  Pentecost  last 

110- 

115 

176 

24  June  1662 

Lease  of  property  in  Skipton  to  Tho.  Boulton  by 
the  same  Governors  as  in  168  for  ten  years  i 
from  2 Feb.  1660/1.  Rent  135.  4d.  Fine 
205 

177 

24  June  1662 

Lease  of  property  in  Eastby  to  Robt.  Johnson  by 
the  same  Governors  as  in  168.  Rent  535.  4d. 
a year.  Fine  £6  135.  4c? 

178 

24  June  1662 

Counterpart  of  177 

179 

19  Nov.  1662 

Letter  from  the  Bishop  of  Chester  to  the 
Governors 

114 

180 

28  Nov.  1662 

Robt.  Marsden’s  Bond  to  the  Governors  . 

115 

181 

18  Dec.  1662 

Letter  from  the  Bishop  of  Chester  to  the  1 
Governors 

112 

182 

3 Feb.  1662/3 

Petition  of  the  Governors  to  the  Bishop  of 
Chester,  with  his  reply 

119 

183 

29  July  1663  , 

Certificate  of  the  Election  of  Wm.  Hird  to  be  a 
Governor  by  Tho.  Braddyll,  Jo.  Dugdall  and 
Jo.  Aspinall 

120 

184 

20  Nov.  1663 

1 

Thomas  Cockcroft’s  Acquittance  on  receipt  of 
£18  125.  4d.  from  John  Dugdall,  Receiver,  for  ' 
his  last  half-year’s  wages 

127 

185 

! 

1 

9 Nov.  1664  ! 

i 

1 

Lease  of  property  at  Eastby,  part  of  that  in 
177,  to  Peter  Chippendale  by  Robt.  Johnson 
for  the  remainder  of  the  term  of  the  latter’s  1 
lease  from  the  Governors  at  a rent  of  135.  4c/. 
a year  payable  to  the  Governors.  A certain  i 
fine,  unnamed,  paid  to  Johnson  . . . . | 

186 

1 

6 May  1665  j 

Thomas  Braddyll’s  Resignation j 

192 

No. 

187 

188 

189 

190 

191 

192 

193 

194 

195 

196 

197 

198 
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15  July  1665 
20  Nov.  1665 


30  Dec.  1667 
14  July  1668 

13  Sept.  1669 
11  Aug.  1670 

9 Feb.  1670/1 

24  June  1671 

24  June  1671 

24  June  1671 

24  June  1671 

24  June  1671 


List  of  documents  delivered  to  the  Governors  j 

by  Jenet  Aspinall,  widow j 

Lease  of  property  in  Eastby  as  in  177  except  that  j 
in  185,  to  Wm.  Mason  by  Robt.  Johnson  for  i 
the  remainder  of  the  term  of  the  latter’s  lease  ! 
from  the  Governors.  Fine  of  £140  paid  by 
Mason  to  Johnson.  Rent  of  53-?.  4J.  a year 

to  the  Governors i 

Resignation  of  Wm.  Raley,  on  account  of  age  j 

and  other  debility | 

Letter  from  the  Bishop  of  Chester  to  the  Govern-  j 
ors,  admonishing  them  to  pay  Leonard  Nowell  I 
£10  arrears  of  salary  together  with  his  reason-  j 
able  costs  in  the  recovery  of  the  same 
Edmund  Bowker’s  Bond  to  the  Governors  . . i 

Certificate  of  the  Election  of  Wfilliam  Appleton 
to  be  a Governor  in  place  of  John  Dugdall  by 
John  Aspinall,  Wm.  Hird,  Arthur  Ashton  and 

Tho.  Ryley 

Certificate  of  the  Election  of  Barnard  Driver 
to  be  a Governor  in  place  of  Wm.  Hird  (dec.) 
by  Arthur  Ashton,  Tho.  Ryley  and  Wm. 

Appleton 

Lease  of  property  in  Eastby  to  Peter  Chippendale 
for  ten  years  from  the  date  thereof  by  Wm. 
Appleton,  John  Aspinall,  Bernard  Driver,  ! 
Arthur  Ashton,  Ric.  Cottam  and  Tho.  Ryley.  | 
Fine  13^.  4J.  Rent  13<s.  4,d.  a year  . . . j 

Lease  of  property  in  Skipton  lately  in  the  tenure  j 
of  Jane  Atkinson  to  Mrs.  Anne  Greene  by  the  [ 
same  Governors  as  in  194.  Fine  5s.  Rent  j 

65.  8J.  Term  10  years j 

Lease  of  property  in  Skipton  to  Robt.  Squire  I 
for  ten  years  from  2 Feb.  preceding  by  the 
same  Governors  as  in  194.  Rent  23s.  4J. 

Fine  20s 

Lease  of  property  in  Thornton  to  Henry  Mitchell 
for  ten  years  by  the  same  Governors  as  in  194. 
Rent  £5  10s.  a year.  Fine  £5  10s. 

Lease  of  property  in  Skipton  to  Jane  Boulton, 
widow,  for  ten  years,  by  the  same  Governors 
as  in  194.  Fine  20s.  Rent  13s.  4J.  a year  . 
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199 


200 


201 

202 

203 


204 


205 


206 

207 

208 

209 


2 Feb.  1671/2 

2 Jan.  1672/3 

22  Jan.  1672/3 
1 April  1673 

9 May  1673 

3 Nov.  1673 

9 May  1674 

c.  1674/5* 

22  July  1674 

18  Nov.  1674 

23  Jan.  1674/5 


Lease  of  property  in  Skipton  to  Sir  William  Fen- 
wick and  Win.  Currer,  son  and  heir  of  Henry 
Currer,  for  ten  years  from  the  date  thereof  by 
the  same  Governors  as  in  194.  Rent  535.  4J. 

a year.  Fine  £3 

Letter  to  Matthew  North  of  Almond  bury  from 
Wm.  Appleton,  Ber.  Driver,  Arth.  Ashton 

! and  Tho.  Ryley 

Letter  to  the  Governors  from  Matthew  North  . 
Letter  to  Matthew  North  from  the  same  Govern- 
ors as  in  200 

Letter  from  Matthew  North  to  the  Governors 
with  their  Reply  to  him  signed  by  the  same 

four  as  in  200  

f Letter  from  John  Robinson,  Vicar  of  Almond- 
bury,  to  the  Governors,  giving  an  account  of 
money  he  had  spent  on  “ Armes,”  335.  in  aU, 

! and  asking  the  Governors  to  send  him  their 

proportion 

‘ Certificate  of  the  Election  of  George  Haworth 
to  be  a Governor  in  place  of  Richard  Cottam 
(dec.)  by  Arth.  Ashton,  Tho.  Ryley,  Wm. 

Appleton  and  Ber.  Driver 

Letter  to  the  Governors  from  Jo.  Whitingham, 
denying  that  he  was  in  possession  of  any  land 
at  Draughton  belonging  to  the  School  . 
Letter  from  Francis  Wainman  appointing  a 
meeting  with  the  Governors  at  Gisburn  on 
7 Sept,  following,  to  discuss  the  existence  of 
School  property  at  Draughton  .... 
Memorandum  of  Agreement  by  Ber.  Driver, 
Arth.  Ashton,  Tho.  Ryley  and  Geo.  Haworth 
to  lease  to  Richard  Wainman  the  School 

property  at  Draughton 

Letter  from  Francis  Wainman  to  Mr.  Driver 
asking  the  Governors  to  go  to  trial  for  the 
I School  property  at  Draughton,  recommending 
; them  to  put  their  case  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Marsden.  At  the  foot  is  a Note  by  Wm. 
Appleton  to  Arth.  Ashton  appointing  a 
Governors’  Meeting  for  27  Jan.  1674/5  . 


j 

! 

i 

I 

I 

I 


141 

142 


142 


142 


158 


143 


143 


143 


143 


o 
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210 

2 June  1675 

Letter  from  Francis  Wainman  to  the  Governors 

informing  them  that  John  and  George  Whit- 
ingham  had  put  goods  into  a close  in  his  pos- 
session, as  heirs  to  Robt.  Oldfield,  and  urging 
them  to  consult  at  once  with  Mr.  Marsden, 

then  about  to  go  to  London 

143 

211 

1 July  1675 

Letter  from  Francis  Wainman  to  the  Governors 

complaining  that  the  lease  gave  him  no  war- 
ranty for  quiet  possession,  urging  the  Govern- 
ors to  take  steps  to  put  him  in  possession,  and 
announcing  his  intention  of  taking  IVIr.  Mars- 
den’s advice  when  he  returned  .... 

[ 

143 

212 

22  Aug.  1675 

Letter  from  Ber.  Driver  to  Arth.  Ashton 

142 

213 

10  Sept.  1675 

Letter  from  Francis  Wainman  to  Wm.  Appleton 

asking  the  Governors  to  send  a man  over  to 
impound  the  goods  on  the  School  land 

143 

214 

2 Mar.  1675/6 

Certificate  of  the  Election  of  Roger  Nowell  of  ' 

Read  to  be  a Governor  in  place  of  Bernard 
Driver  by  Wm.  Appleton,  Arth.  Ashton  and 
Tho.  Ryley 

215 

27  April  1676 

Certificate  of  the  Election  of  John  Lister  to  be  j 

a Governor  in  place  of  Roger  Nowell  of  Read, 
who  had  refused  to  serve,  by  the  same  three  ^ 
Governors  as  in  214 | 

216 

14  July  1676 

Certificate  of  the  Election  of  Thomas  Parker  of 

Browsholme  to  be  a Governor  in  place  of 
Thomas  Ryley  (dec.)  by  Wm.  Appleton,  Jo. 
Lister  and  Arth.  Ashton j 

217 

1678 

Letter  from  Francis  Wainman  to  the  Governors 

informing  them  that  the  Whitinghams  were  | 
selling  the  timber,  etc.  from  the  house  on  the 
Governors’  property  and  urging  them  to  take 
action 

143 

218 

24  June  1678 

Letter  from  Tho.  Marsden  to  JMr.  Driver  asking  1 

him  to  assist  the  bearer,  Wainman,  who  had 
suffered  through  the  Governors  failing  to  take  ‘ 
action i 

143 

219 

Nov.  1679 

The  Libel  of  the  Archbishop  and  Dean  and 

Chapter  of  York,  in  regard  to  the  pensions  ! 
due  out  of  the  Rectory  of  Almondbury  . i 

144 

220 

1679/80 

Counsel’s  opinion  on  the  Libel 

146 

221 

1679/80 

Notes  on  the  case  for  the  Archbishop,  including 

a copy  of  the  entries  in  the  Books  of  Receipts 
for  1609,  1625  and  1634  1 

147 
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222 

9 Feb.  1679/80 

Letter  from  the  Dean  of  York  to  the  Bishop  of 
Chester 

144 

223 

11  Feb.  1679/80 

Letter  from  the  Archbishop  of  York  to  the 
Bishop  of  Chester 

145 

224 

27  Feb.  1679/80 

Letter  from  the  Bishop  of  Chester  to  the 
Governors 

146 

225 

22  June  1680 

Letter  from  Francis  Wainman  to  the  Governors, 
asking  them  to  refund  the  money  he  had 
expended  in  suit 

143 

226 

July  1680 

Letter  from  the  Governors  to  the  Archbishop  of 
York 

147 

227 

24  June  1681 

Counterpart  of  Lease  of  property  in  Skipton  to 
Robt.  Gudyon  for  ten  years  from  2 Feb. 
1681/2  by  Tho.  Parker,  Geo.  Toulson,  Wm. 
Appleton,  John  Lister  and  Arth.  Ashton. 
Fine  8.s.  Rent  Is.  a year 

228 

24  June  1681 

Lease  of  property  at  Eastbj"  to  Thomas  Chip- 
pendale. Governors  and  duration  of  Lease  as 
in  227.  Rent  135.  6J.  Fine  305 ' 

229 

24  June  1681 

Lease  of  property  at  Eastby  to  Thomas  Mason. 
Governors  and  duration  of  Lease  as  in  227.  ‘ 
Rent  £2  65.  Sd.  Fine  £8 ^ 

230 

24  June  1681 

Lease  of  property  in  Skipton  to  Wm.  Currer,  ' 
Governors  and  duration  of  Lease  as  in  227.  ! 
Fine  £3  25.  Rent  535.  8d ' 

231 

24  June  1681 

Lease  of  property  in  Skipton  to  Robt.  Squire,  1 
Governors  and  duration  of  Lease  as  in  227.  j 
Fine  215.  Rent  235.  6d 

232 

24  June  1681 

Lease  of  property  in  Tliornton  to  Jane  oNIitchell,  i 
widow,  Governors  and  duration  of  Lease  as  in  ! 
227.  Rent  £6.  Fine  £6 | 

233 

24  June  1681 

Acquittance  of  Henry  Winnall  for  books  to  the  1 
value  of  55.  given  him  by  the  Usher  by  order  ' 
of  the  Governors 

129 

234 

July  1681 

Account  of  monies  disbursed  by  Tho.  Cockcroft  | 
in  July  1680,  and  by  Antho.  Walmsley  in 
July,  1681,  in  the  matter  of  the  pensions  to 
York 

235 

25  Feb.  1681/2 

Letter  from  the  Governors  to  the  Bishop  of 
Chester 

121 

236' 

! 

i 

28  Feb.  1681/2 

Letter  from  the  Bishop  of  Chester  to  tho 
Governors 

123 

O 
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237 

Jan.  1682/3 

Letter  from  Sir  W.  Kaye  to  the  Governors  recom- 
mending Mr.  Stephen  Kaye  for  the  Living  of 
Ahnondbury  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Robinson, 
then  seriouslv  ill 

150 

238 

8 Jan.  1682/3 

Letter  from  Jo.  Kaye  recommending  Mr.  Jack- 
son  to  the  consideration  of  the  Governors  for 
the  Living  of  Ahnondbury 

150 

239 

Jan.  1682/3 

Letter  from  Matthew  North  recommending  the 
bearer  (?)  to  the  Governors  for  the  Living  of 
Almondbury 

240 

22  Jan.  1682/3 

Copy  of  a letter  from  the  Governors  to  Sir  John 
Kaye  and  of  their  letter  to  Mr.  Robinson 
directing  him  to  see  that  his  place  was  well 
supplied  during  his  illness 

151 

241 

26  Feb.  1682/3 

Petition  of  the  children  of  Mr.  Robinson  to  the 
Governors 

150 

242 

26  Feb.  1682/3 

1 ' 

Letter  from  Jo.  Kaye  to  the  Governors  in  sup- 
port of  the  Petition  of  Mr.  Robinson’s  children 

243 

28  Feb.  1682/3 

i 

Letter  from  Jo.  Kaye  and  others  informing  the 
Governors  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Robinson  and 
recommending  Mr.  Joshua  Jackson  for  the 
Living 

151 

244 

18  June  1683 

Authority  from  Arth.  Ashton  to  Wm.  Baines  to 
collect  the  Hellifield  rents,  together  with  a list 
of  the  rental 

245 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Letter  from  Jo.  Kaye  and  Richard  Shellar, 
Overseers,  informing  the  Governors  that  they 
had  assessed  the  Rectory  at  £28  per  ann.,  and 
that  the  Poor  Rate  was  in  arrears  for  eight 
months  at  Id.  a month,  Royall  Ayde  in  arrears 
for  three  quarterly  payments  of  3s.  8J.,  and 
the  Constable  Lay  in  arrears  2s.  8 J.  for  the  last 
year 

152 

246 

19  Aug.  1684  i 

Letter  from  Cams  Philipson  to  the  Governors  . 

247 

i 

29  Dec.  1684  i 

Certificate  of  the  Election  of  Henry  Motley  to  be 
Master  by  Tho.  Parker,  Geo.  Toulson,  Wm. 
Appleton,  Jo.  Lister  and  Arth.  Ashton  . 

131 

248  ; 

29  Dec.  1684 

Letter  from  the  Governors  to  Mr.  Motley  inform- 
ing hini  of  his  election 

131 

249 

8 Jan.  1684/5  * 

Licence  of  Henry  Motley  to  be  Master  by  John 
Pearson,  Bishop  of  Chester 

131 

250  1 

1 

8 Jan.  1684/5 

Henry  IMotley's  subscription  to  the  Declaration 
required  by  the  Act  of  Lhiiformity 

131 

251  ‘ 

23  Jan.  1684/5 

Letter  from  Henry  IMotley  to  the  Governors  . 

132 
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252 

24  Feb.  1684/5 

Henry  Motley’s  Resignation 

132 

253 

4 April  1685 

Major  Moore’s  Election  as  Master  by  Tho.  Parker, 
Geo.  Toulson,  Wm.  Appleton  and  Jo.  Lister  . 

132 

254 

13  April  1685 

Major  Moore’s  Bond  to  the  Governors  in  £100  . 

255 

27  April  1685 

Certificate  of  the  Election  of  Anthony  Parker  to 
be  a Governor  in  place  of  Arth.  Ashton  by 
Tho.  Parker,  Geo.  Toulson,  Wm.  Apj)leton  and 
J o.  Lister 

256 

27  April  1685 

Mary  Cockcroft’s  Release  to  the  Governors  on 
receipt  of  £20  due  to  her  late  husband 

257 

23  June  1686 

Letter  from  Cams  Philipson  to  the  Governors  . 

152 

258 

— 

Abstract  of  the  Endowment  of  the  Vicarage  of 
Almondburv 

155 

259 

Ordination  of  the  Vicarage  of  Dewsbury  on 
20  June  1349.  Copied  from  the  Register  Book 
of  William  de  Louth  by  Tho.  Thompson, 
Notary  Public  ; endorsed  “ A Copie  of  what 
Mr.  Naylor  alledgeth  to  discharge  part  of 
Almondburie  Tvthes  ” 

155 

260 

11  June  1687 

Anthony  Walmsley’s  receipt  for  the  Hellifield 
rents  due  at  Whitsuntide  last  past  . 

261 

22  June  1690 

Letter  from  Cams  PhOipson  to  Mr.  I\Ioore 

156 

262 

2 Oct.  1691 

Memorandum  of  the  swearing  of  Thomas  Hird 
and  Robt.  Sclater  as  Governors  by  Tho. 
Parker,  Antho.  Parker,  Geo.  Toulson  and  John 
Lister 

263 

17  May  1692 

Memorandum  of  the  swearing  of  Myles  Whitaker 
as  Governor  by  Tho.  Parker,  Jo.  Lister  and 
Robt.  Sclater 

264 

12  April  1693 

Kenyon  MSS.  807.  Letter  from  Peter  Collier 
to  Mrs.  Kenyon  asking  for  her  support  in  his  ' 
candidature  for  the  Mastership  of  Clitheroe 
School 

265 

— 

Notice  that  the  Almondbury  tithes  were  to  let  . 

266 

18  July  1693 

Memorandum  of  the  Election  of  John  Starkey 
to  be  a Governor  on  the  refusal  of  Nowell 
Appleton  by  Tho.  l^arker,  Jo.  Lister,  Myles 
Whitaker  and  Robt.  Sclater 

267 

28  Aug.  1693 

Memorandum  of  the  re-election  and  swearing  of 
John  Starkey  as  a Governor  b}^  do.  List<*r, 
Myles  Whitaker  and  Robt.  Sclater  . 

268 

14  Jan.  1694/5 

Memorandum  of  the  Election  of  Mr.  White, 
Vicar  of  W’halley,  as  a Governor  in  place  of 
John  Lister  (dec.)  by  Geo.  Toulson,  Myles 
Whitaker  and  Robt.  Sclater i 

198 
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275 
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21  Jan.  1694/5 

Memorandum  of  the  swearing  of  Mr.  White  as 
Governor  by  John  Starkey,  Geo.  Toulson, 
Myles  Whitaker  and  Robt.  Sclater  . 

24  June  1695 

Authority  of  the  Governors  to  ]Mr.  Scott  to  look 
after  the  repairing  of  the  Chancel  of  the  Church 
at  Almondbury  and  to  collect  money  due  to 
them  for  burials  or  otherwise.  On  the  re- 
verse are  various  notes  regarding  School  land 
at  Eastby  and  other  matters  discussed  that 
Midsummer  Day 

158 

22  Aug.  1695 

Memorandum  of  the  Election  of  Edward  Parker 
to  be  a Governor  in  place  of  his  Father  (dec.) 
by  Jo.  Starkey,  Geo.  Toulson,  Richard  White, 
Myles  Whitaker  and  Robt.  Sclater  . 

23  Aug.  1695  1 

1 

Memorandum  of  the  swearing  of  Edward  Parker 
as  Governor  by  Jo.  Starkey,  Geo.  Toulson, 
Myles  Whitaker  and  Robt.  Sclater  . 

18  Jan.  1697/8 

Memorandum  of  the  Election  of  Roger  Nowell 
of  Read  to  be  a Governor  in  place  of  John 
Starkey  (dec.)  by  Edward  Parker,  Geo.  Toul- 
son, Ric.  White  and  Robt.  Sclater  . 

22  Jan.  1697/8 

Memorandum  of  the  swearing  of  Roger  No  well 
as  Governor  by  Edward  Parker,  Ric.  White, 
Myles  Whitaker  and  Robt.  Sclater  . 

3 Feb.  1697/8 

Thomas  Cockshutt’s  receipt  for  £5  allowed  him 
for  his  preferment  at  the  University  . 

135 

— 

Book  of  the  Accounts  of  the  School  from  June 
1680  to  1775  

123- 

161 

c.  1805 

Abstract  of  The  Title  of -Gov^ernors  to  certain 
property  at  Skipton.  Contains  an  incomplete 
list  of  Governors,  and  abstracts  of  leases 
during  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  cen- 
turies   

1 

133 

APPENDIX  IV 


Lists  of  Governors,  Masters  and  Ushers 

(a)  Gover}iors 

* Where  a date  of  death  is  given  without  further  comment  it  may  be  taken  as 
known  definitely  that  the  man  concerned  remained  a Governor  up  to  his  decease. 


Name. 


Election. 


Resignation.* 


Richard  Greenacres^ 
of  Worston 
Alexander  Houghton 
of  Pendleton 
Giles  Parker  of  Hor- 
rocksford 

Edward  Radcliffe  of 
Todmorden 
Thomas  Greenacres 
of  Worston 
James  Aspinall  of 
Overstanden 


“ Charter  Governors  ” 
19th  Aug.  1554 


John  Houghton  oL 
Pendleton 

John  Greenacres  of 
Worston 

Nicholas  Parker  of 
Horrocksford  ^ 

Brian  Parker  of  Hor- 
rocksford 

Richard  Greenacres  ^ 
of  Worston  I 

Henry  Radcliffe  of  i 
Todmorden 
Richard  WOson 

Thomas  Whitehead 
of  Standen 
James  AspinaU  of 
Overstanden 
Christopher  Nowell 
of  Mearley 


Joined  the  remaining  three  to  re- 
place Giles  Parker,  Edward 
Radchffe  and  James  Aspinall 
(who  had  died)  sometime  be- 
tween 1572  and  1577 

Succeeded  John  Greenacres 


Succeeded  Richard  Greenacres 
and  Thomas  Greenacres 

Date  of  appointment  unknown 
Appointed  under  Articles  of 
Agreement,  dated  30  Dec.  31 
Ehz.,  between  the  Inhabit- 
ants of  Chtheroe  and  the  Gov- 
ernors, by  the  mediation  of 
Sir  Ric.  Sherburne  and  Sir 
Thomas  Walmesley 


d.  1578 

Will  dated  8 May, 
1577 
d.  1572 

d.  1558 

d.  1583 

d.  about  the  time  of 
the  grant  to  the 
School,  possibly  be- 
fore the  actual  date 
of  the  Charter 
d.  c.  1583 

d.  1578 

d.  1589 

d.  1589 

d.  Oct.  1018 

d.  c.  1002 

d.  Oct.  1591 
d.  Aug.  1595 

d.  1032 

Displaced  by  decree  of 
Commission,  Jan. 
1019/20 
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Name. 


Election. 


William  Dugdall  of 
Clitheroe 
Robert  Walbank 


First  named  in  a lease  dated 
6 July,  39  Eliz. 

Elected  March  1599/1 600  in  place 
of  a Governor  who  had  died 


Giles  Parker  of  Hor- 
rocksford 

Thomas  Ryley  \ 


Thomas  Kendall  of 
Riddinghey 


Elected  about  1603  in  place  of 
Henry  Radclifife  (dec.) 

Elected  by  James  Aspinall  and 
Chr.  Nowell  to  replace  Giles 
Parker  and  Robert  Walbank 
when  they  were  displaced  by 
the  Commission  in  Jan.  1609/ 
10 


Giles  Parker  of  Hor- 
rocksford 

Christopher  Kendall  of 
Chatburn 


Reinstated  by  decree  of  the 
High  Court  of  Chancery, 
Oct.  1614 

Succeeded  Giles  Parker  in  1618 


Roger  Leigh 

Sir  Ralph  Assheton\ 
of  Whalley  j 

John  Greenacres  oflj 
Worston  | 

Richard  Shuttle-  | 
worth  of  Gaw- 
thorpe 

Christopher  Nowell  of 
Mearley 


Christopher  Kendall  of 
Chatburn 


Francis  Paslew  of  Wis- 
wall 


Succeeded  Richard  Greenacres 
(dec.)  in  1618 


Elected  to  replace  Thomas  Ken- 
dall, Chr.  Nowell  and  Chr. 
Kendall,  when  they  were  dis- 
placed by  the  Commission  in 
Jan.  1619/20 

Reinstated  by  the  Bishop  of 
Chester,  2 May  1622,  when  the 
matter  was  referred  to  him  by  i 
the  High  Court 
The  question  as  to  whether  he  or 
Ric.  Shuttleworth  should  oc- 
cupy the  sixth  place  was 
never  decided  by  the  Bishop, 
but  both  continued  to  act 
Elected  by  Chr.  Nowell,  James 
Aspinall  and  Chr.  Kendall  in 
place  of  Win.  Dugdall  (dec.) 
before  26  Jan.  1627/8 


Resignation.* 


d.  July  1627 

Displaced  by  decree  of 
Commission,  Jan. 
1609/10.  d.  Dec. 
1611 

Displaced  with  Rob- 
ert Walbank 

Retired  to  make  way 
for  Giles  Parker  on 
his  reinstatement  in 
Oct.  1614 

Displaced  by  decree  of 
Commission,  Jan. 
1619/20 

Sold  Horrocksford  in 
May,  1618,  and  left 
the  neighbourhood 

Displaced  by  decree 
of  Commission,  Jan. 
1619/20 

Last  occurs  1640 

Last  occurs  1633  and 
had  certainly  left 
the  Board  by  1636 

d.  2 May  1622 

Resigned  30  April 
1632 

d.  1628 


Last  occurs  1640 


Last  occurs  1640.  d. 
1641 
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Name. 

Election. 

Resignation.* 

William  Nowell 

of 

Elected  26  Jan.  1627/8  by  Chr. 

d.  June  1637 

Capelside 

Kendall,  James  AspinaU  and 
Francis  Paslew  in  place  of  his 
father  (dec.) 

Nicholas  Cunltffe 

of\ 

Elected  bv  Sir  Ralph  Assheton 

d.  1654 

WycoUar 

and  Roger  Leigh  (who  did  not 

Roger  NoweU 

of 

admit  of  Win.  NoweU,  Francis 

Last  occurs  1633  and 

Read 

1 

Paslew  and  Chr.  Kendall  as 

had  certainly  left 

1 

Governors)  in  place  of  Win. 

the  Board  by  1636 

Richard  Mercer 

of 

DugdaU,  Chr.  NoweU  and  Ric. 

Having  “ passed  away 

Clitheroe 

/ 

Shuttle  worth 

all  his  estate,”  he 
was  replaced  in 
July  1660 

John  Aspinall  of  Stan- 

Nominated  by  the  Bishop  of 

d.  May  1641 

den 

Chester  7 Sept.  1637  in  place 
of  WiUiam  NoweU  (dec.),  the 
nine  weeks  allowed  by  the 
Statutes  having  passed 

John  NoweU  of  Mear- 

First  occurs  ^Midsummer  1645 

d.  May  1657 

ley 

Charles  NoweU 

ofi 

d.  Feb.  1657/8 

Clitheroe 

John  DugdaU 
Clitheroe 

1 

First  occur  1647 

Left  Clitheroe  1670/1 

William  Baley 

of 

Resigned  on  account 

Clitheroe 

of  age  30  Dec. 
1667,  d.  May  1675 

George  Wood  of  CUth- 

Elected  25  March  1654  in  place 

Left  Clitheroe  for  Ire- 

eroe 

of  Nicholas  Cunliffe  (dec.) 

land  1661 

John  AspinaU  of  Stan- 

Elected  18  July  1657  in  place  of 

Replaced  2 Nov.  1691, 

den 

John  NoweU  (dec.) 

d.  Dec.  1702  (see 
page  125) 

Richard  Cottam 

of 

Elected  19  April  1658  in  place  of 

d.  1674 

Standen 

Charles  NoweU  (dec.) 

John  Webster 

of 

Elected  24  July  1660  in  place  of 

Resigned  8 Nov.  1662 

Clitheroe 

Richard  Mercer 

Thomas  Braddyll  of 

Elected  26  August  1661  in  place 

Resigned  6 May  1665 

Portfield 

of  George  M"ood 

WiUiam  Hird  of  CUth- 

Elected  9 July  1663  in  place  of 

d.  c.  Christmas  1670 

eroe 

John  Webster 

Arthur  Ashton 

of 

Elected  22  June  1665  in  place  of 

Resigned  6 Mar. 

Clitheroe 

Thomas  Braddyll 

1684/5,  d.  Nov. 
1705 

d.  c.  June  1676 

Thomas  Ryley 

of 

First  occurs  July  1668 

i 

Chatburn 
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Name. 

Election. 

Resignation.* 

William  Appleton 

of 

Elected  11  Aug.  1670  in  place  of 

d.  Sept.  1691 

Little  Mearley 

John  Dugdall 

Barnard  Driver 

of 

Elected  9 Feb.  1670/1  in  place  of 

Resigned  2 Jan. 

Downham 

William  Hird  (dec.) 

1675/6 

George  Haworth 

of 

Elected  9 May  1674  in  place  of 

Had  left  the  Board  by 

Clitheroe 

Richard  Cottam  (dec.) 

June  1681 

Roger  Nowell  of  Read 

Elected  2 Mar.  1675/6  in  place  of 

Refused  to  serve 

Barnard  Driver 

John  Lister  of  Chth- 

Elected  27  April  1676  in  place  of 

d.  Nov.  1694 

eroe 

Roger  Nowell 

Thomas  Parker 

of 

Elected  14  July  1676  in  place  of 

d.  Aug.  1695 

Browsholme 

Thomas  Ryley  (dec.) 

George  Toulson 

of 

Elected  before  April  1681 

d.  Sept.  1704 

The  Stakes 
Anthony  Parker 

of 

Elected  28  April  1685  in  place  of 

d.  12  April  1693 

Clitheroe  Castle 

Arthur  Ashton 

Robert  Sclater 
Clitheroe 
Thomas  Hird 
Clitheroe 

1 

Elected  2 Oct.  1691  in  place  of 

d.  April  1717 

of) 

John  Aspinall  and  William 
Appleton 

See  next  entry 

Myles  Whitaker 

of 

Sworn  17  May  1692  in  place  of 

d.  27  Aug.  1705 

WhaUey 

Thomas  Hird 

(about  9 a.m.) 

Nowell  Appleton 

of 

Elected  8 June  1693  in  place  of 

Refused  to  serve 

Little  Mearley 

Anthony  Parker  (dec.) 

John  Starkey  of  Hunt- 

Elected  18  July  1693  in  place  of 

d.''c.  Christmas  1697 

royd 

Nowell  Appleton ; did  not 
come  in  time  to  be  sworn  ; re- 

elected and  sworn  28  Aug. 
1693 

Richard  White,  Vicar 

Elected  14  Jan.  1694/5  in  place 

d.  Nov.  1703 

of  Whalley 

of  John  Lister  (dec.) 

Edward  Parker 

of 

Elected  22  Aug.  1 695  in  place  of 

d.  11  July  1721 

Browsholme 

his  father  (dec.) 

Roger  Nowell  of  Read 

Elected  18  Jan.  1697/8  in  place 

d.  July  1725 

of  John  Starkej^  (dec.) 

i 

This  carries  the  succession  down  to  1700,  when  the  Board  consisted 
of  George  Toulson,  Robert  Sclater,  Myles  Whitaker,  Richard  White, 
Edward  Parker  and  Roger  Nowell. 
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(h)  Masters 

Name.  Election.  . Resignation.* 


Robert  Walbank 


William  Walbank 
Thomas  Shute 


Edward  Rawsthorne 


Bernard  Emmott 

Abraham  Greene 
William  Lickbarrow 
John  Webster 

Robert  Clapham 
Thomas  Marsden 

Ralph  Paitefield 


Thomas  Cockcroft 
Henry  ^lotley 


First  occurs  25  June  1573 


Succeeded  his  uncle  c.  1590 
Elected  20  Nov.  1 609 


, Taught  for  about  nine  weeks 
i after  Shute’s  departure,  at  the 
I request  of  R ichard  Greena cres, 

for  “ goodwill,”  neither  ask- 
[ ing  nor  receiving  any  wages 
i Elected  23  May  1611  by  Chr.  ; 
I NoweU  and  his  friends,  but  i 
did  not  commence  teaching  I 
I . till  13  Aug.  1611  i 

i Elected  Candlemas  1617/18  | 

I Elected  in  1635 

First  occurs  as  Master  in  the 
early  part  of  1643 

I 


Elected  30  Dec.  1650 
! Elected  c.  Sept.  1658 

I Elected  31  Jan.  1662 


I 


I First  occurs  as  Master  at  Mid- 
' summer  1663 
j Elected  29  Dec.  1684.  Licensed 
' by  the  Bishop  of  Chester 
' 8 Jan.  1684/5 


Succeeded,  without 
any  regular  elec- 
tion, by  his  nej)hew 
c.  1590 
d.  June  HK)9 
Displaced  by  decree  of 
a Commission,  Jan. 
1609/10,  but  con- 
tinued teaching  till 
he  left  Clitheroe 
20  May  1611 


d.  c.  1 Nov.  1617 


Resigned  Midsummer 
1635 

Last  occurs  as  Ma.ster 
1640 

Last  occurs  as  Master 
early  in  1648,  when 
lie  probably  re- 
signed 

d.  May  1658 

Resigned  c.  Nov. 
1661 

Last  occurs  Midsum- 
mer 1662.  Ap- 
pointed Rector  of 
Grendon-  Under- 
wood  in  1663 

d.  28  Oct.  1684 

Resigned  24  Feb. 
1684/5.  Never  ac- 
tually taught 
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Name. 

Election. 

Resignation. 

Major  Moore 

Elected  4 April  1685.  Licensed 

d.  8 Mar.  1692/3 

by  the  Bishop  of  Chester 

1 6,  ibid. 

George  Escolme 

Elected  1 May  1693 

d.  May  1715 

(c)  Ushers 

It  seems  likely  that  there  was  no  Usher  prior  to  the  appointment  of 


Edward  Lawson 

Licensed  8 Jan.  1594/5 

1 d.  c.  Christmas  1599 

There  definitely  was  no  Usher  from  about  Christmas  1607  to  Pentecost 
1609. 

John  Marsden 

Elected  Pentecost  1609 

1 d.  c.  Feb.  1627/8 

Robert  Marsden 

First  occurs  before  Pentecost 
1630 

1 Resigned  Michaelmas 
i 1639,  and  became 
Curate  of  Clitheroe 

Roger  Kenyon 

Appointed  Michaelmas  1639 

Last  occurs  Midsum- 
mer 1650,  when  he 
became  Curate  of 
Accrington 

Leonard  Nowell 

First  occurs  as  Usher  at  Michael- 
mas 1658  ; his  name  occurs  as 
witness  to  various  school  docu- 
ments back  to  1653  when  he 
was,  however,  oiJy  17  years 
old 

d.  Dec.  1679 

Anthony  Walmsley 

Licensed  by  the  Bishop  of 
Chester  27  Feb.  1679/80 

d.  Aug.  1707 

♦♦James  Aspinall  of  Stundeii  John  Houghton  of  Pendleton 
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ABSTRACT  OF  PEDIGREE  OF  NOWELLS  OF  LITTLE  MEARLEY 


Hugh  Shuttleworth  of  Gawthorpe 


Roger  Nowell-< >^Helen 


Sir  Richard  Shuttleworth 


Thomas  Walmesley  of  ShoUay 

1 ^1 

*Christopher  Nowell^< ^Elizabeth  Sir  Thomas 

Walmesley 


* William  Nowell  Henry  Nowell 

I 


Charles  Nowell  of  *John  Nowell  of 
Capelside  Little  Mearley 


I 


*Charles  Nowell 

i- 

§Leonard  Nowell 

I 

jLeonard  Nowell 


William  Nowell 


*Governor. 


Anne-< — j — William  Appleton  of  York 
*Nowell  Appleton 
§ Usher,  t Scholar. 


N.B. — The  pedigree  of  the  Nowells  of  Little  Mearley  given  by  Whitaker  is  grossly 
inaccurate.  The  above  has  been  compiled  from  data  kindly  supplied  by  Colonel 
J.  W.  R.  Parker  and  Mr.  W.  S.  Weeks,  together  mth  information  obtained  from 
the  School  documents.  Like  the  preceding  table,  it  is  in  no  sense  complete,  but  gives 
only  those  relationships  referred  to  in  the  present  volume. 


INDEX 


References  in  the  Appendices  are  not  in- 
No  attempt  has  been  mcde  to  list  all  the  vagaries  of  spelling  that  occur.) 


{References  are  to  pages  in  the  text, 
eluded. 

Accrington,  98 

Addingham,  28, 43,  44, 49, 58,  74,  75,  97 
Aighton,  62 

Almondbury,  108,  141,  150 

Parish  Church,  Chancel,  142,  152, 
154,  155,  157,  158 

Rectory  of,  5-7,  11,  14,  15,  18-20, 
24-6,  44,  50,  54,  58-60,  76,  78-82, 

85,  87-90,  94,  97,  100,  101,  140, 
144,  145,  147-9,  159,  160 

Tithe  Barn,  5,  6,  57,  142 
Vicarage  of,  5,  25,  49,  76,  79,  80,  88- 
90,  153-6 

Vicars  of,  18,  87-90,  149-58 
Alton,  Mr.  Baron,  48 
Anderton,  8,  48,  49,  54 
Appleton,  XoweU,  104  ; WiUiam,  103, 
104,  122-6 

Ashton,  Arthur,  115,  122,  132,  133,  142, 
152  ; John,  95,  133 

Aspinall,  of  Clitheroe,  James,  28 ; 
Jenet,  110;  John,  77,  84,  90,  96, 
100,110;  Nicholas,  20,  28,  45, 
64  ; Thomas,  96  : of  Overstanden, 
James,  (i)  7,  8 ; (ii)  3,  8,  10,  14,  16, 
18,  20,  21,  24, 27,  29-31,  33,  36,  38, 
41-51,  54,  56,  60,  62,  64,  65,  68,72- 
4,  76,  81,  82,  85  ; John,  (i)  8 ; (ii) 

86,  87,  94,  102  ; (iii)  103,  105,  114, 
116,  120-2,  125,  126 ; Margaret, 
31 

Assheton,  15,  24,  60,  64  ; Nicholas,  10, 
36,  42,  43,  61,  72,  90  ; Sir  Ralph, 
60,  61,  65,  67-72,  74,  75,  77,  80-2, 
85,  86,  119 
Atkinson,  95 


Baines,  WiUiam,  124,  131,  132,  137,  151 
Baley,  Jane,  42,  45  ; WiUiam,  102,  103, 
114,  116,  119-21,  141 
Bancks,  135 

Bankes,  WiUiam,  125,  151 
Barlow,  WiUiam,  60 
Barnard  Castle,  99 
Barring  forth,  140 
BashaU  Eaves,  134 
Bates,  Leonard,  6 
Bearle,  152 
BeU,  Sir  WiUiam,  88 
Benson,  Robert,  90 
BiUingford,  97 

Blackburn,  33,  106,  107,  113 
Grammar  School,  4 
BUndhurst,  83 
Bolton,  19,  76,  78-80 
Bolton  Abbey,  5,  143 
Bolton-by-Bowland,  40,  113 
Bolton  Percy  School,  62 
Bowcocke,  43,  57 
Bowker  Edmund,  141 
BraddyU,  John,  60,  70,  71  ; Thomas, 
112,  114,  119-21 

Bradford  Grammar  School,  34,  134 
Brand,  Margaret,  4 
Brennand,  Robert,  139 
Bridgman,  89  ; John,  25,  30,  68,  73,  76, 
86-8 
Briers,  8 
Brookes,  136 
Brooks,  26 
Brown,  James,  10 
Buck,  Robert,  1 
Burghley,  Lord,  4 
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Burne,  William,  93 
Burnley  School,  4 

Caldecot,  135 
Carr,  Alan,  25 
Carter,  157 
Caton,  83 
Cawthorne,  135 
Chadderton,  William,  30,  31 
Chester,  Bishop  of,  7,  13,  29-31,  38,  39, 
48-51,  53,  62,  68,  69,  75,  76,  78,  80- 
2,  85-8,  92,  93,  105,  111-15,  119- 
21,  123,  124,  126,  128,  131,  134, 
144,  146,  152,  158 
Dean  of.  111,  112,  114 
School,  114 
Chew  Mary,  127 
Chippindell,  138 
Chipping,  Brabin’s  School,  134 
Vicar  of,  83 

Clapham,  Robert,  102,  105,  114 
Clarke,  20,  64 
Clayton,  106,  113 
Clitheroe,  Chantries,  2,  4,  10 
Churchwardens,  53,  122,  124 
Churchyard,  3,  101,  122,  125 
Corporation,  63 

Court  Leet,  27,  77,  94,  102,  104,  121, 
128 

Curates  of,  31,  32,  33,  82,  84,  94,  113, 
125,  151,  152,  160 
Parish  Church,  3,  10,  18,  31,  37,  45 
Parliamentary  Elections,  25,  65,  130 
Register,  21,  26,  27,  32,  74,  82, 102-4, 
127,  128,  136,  152 
Town  Clerk,  110 

Cockcroft,  106, 107  ; Thomas,  113, 122, 
127-31,  137,  147-9  ; John, 127 
Cockshott,  43,  57,  94 
Cockshute,  101,  135 
Collier,  Peter,  134 
Colne  School,  40,  158 
Colthurst,  8,  70 

Commemoration  Service,  69,  93,  96,  98, 
109,  111,  152,  160 

Cottam,  Richard,  104,  108,  109,  111-21 
Coventry,  Lord,  89 
Coverpin,  63 
Coxwold,  99 


Craven,  Robert,  78 

Crosland,  156  ; George,  (i)  18,  25,  44, 
49,  51,  54,  57-60,  62,  65,  67,  73-82, 
85-7,  89,  (ii)  151  ; John,  87,  89, 90, 
149  ; Mary,  87,  90  ; Whatgodwill, 
90,  94,  105,  107-9,  140,  141 
Crumbleholme,  Richard,  94 
CunlifPe,  105,  106,  111  ; Nicholas,  75, 
82,  85,  92,  96,  101,  102,  104 
Currer,  William,  94 

Darby,  156 

Davenport,  Sir  Humphrey,  26 
Deane,  RolDert,  95,  124 
Denham,  159 
Dewsbury,  154,  155 
Dickonson,  Robert,  64 
Dickson,  Martin,  33 
Doddleston,  114 
Downham,  Vicars  of,  134,  152 
Draughton,  28,  43,  75,  97,  143 
Driver,  Barnard,  125,  143 
Dugdall  (Dugdell,  Dugdale),  28,  34,  38, 
64,  107,  116,  151,  152  ; John,  102, 
114,  116, 119-21  ; WilHam,  21,  23, 

24,  34,  36-8,  40-2,  44-6,  48,  50-3, 
56,  59,  61,  65,  68,  71,  74 

Eastby,  43,  44 
Ellis,  Stephen,  5 

Emmott,  Alexander,  40,  63  ; Bernard, 
18, 40,  41,  61,  62,  64  ; Lawrence,  40 
Ermystead,  William,  5 
Escohne,  George,  134,  135,  160 

Earrand,  17,  18 

Farrer,  48,  77,  141,  142,  144,  157-60 
Farrington,  William,  15 
Fenay,  William,  6 
Fleet  Prison,  52,  53 
Fuller,  Thomas,  39 

Gargrave,  158 

Garrarde,  Sir  Gilbert,  15,  16,  18  ; Sii' 
Thomas,  117 
Garth,  Thomas,  4 
Gey,  Stephen,  131 

Giggleswick.  Grammar  School,  2,  11, 

25,  39,  158 
Parish  Register,  39 


INDEX 


Gisburn,  37,  48,  51,  101 
Great  Harwood,  51 
Greathead,  Richard,  90 
Greaves,  156  ; Nicholas,  90 
Greenacres,  105  ; Alexander,  14-17,  19, 
20,  32,  125;  Anne,  14,  15,  19; 
Christian,  37,  53  ; John,  (i)  14, 19, 
44,  (ii)  61,  65-9;  Ralph,  11; 
Richard,  (i)  7,  8,  10,  11,  14,  17, 
(ii)  10,  15,  16,  21-4,  30,  32,  34,  36- 
8,  40-5,  48-53,  56,  59,  61,  63,  64, 
66,  71,  72  ; Thomas,  7,  10,  11,  14, 
17,  18,  25,  26  ; pedigree,  9 
Greene,  Abraham,  61-3,  65,  73,  77,  78, 
84 

Greenwood,  Adam,  130  ; Edward,  48 
Grendon-Underwood,  127 
Grindleton,  141 
Gudgeon,  Gabriel,  43,  45 
Guest,  WiUiam,  95 

Haboard,  Sir  Gilbert,  118 
HaU,  84  ; George,  112,  114,  115,  119 
Hamilton,  Duke  of,  99 
Hammerton,  97,  100;  John,  (i)  21-4, 
38,  42-4,  46,  (ii)  91  ; Katherine, 
21, 43  : Roger,  43  ; Stephen,  42, 43, 
49,  58,  62,  63,  74,  75,  80,  88,  90,  91 
Hammond,  Henr}^,  45 
Hanson,  Edward,  90 
Hargreaves,  Margaret,  128 
Harpley,  97 
Harrison,  107 
Hartgrave,  4 
Hartley,  75,  92,  100 
Haworth,  John,  19 
Heald,  Thomas,  158 
Hearth  Tax,  140 
Heber,  Thomas,  61,  66,  67 
HeUifield,  21-3,  91,  97,  100,  105,  107, 
109,  159,  160 
Henden,  89 
Herd,  Thomas,  126 
Herris,  William,  64 

Hesketh,  118;  Richard,  49;  Robert, 
117;  Thomas,  10,  29,  49,  117  ; Sir 
Thomas,  22,  49 

Hird,  James,  83  ; William,  64,  109,  116, 
120 
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Hirst,  Ambrose,  83  ; Henry,  150 ; 
Robert,  141 

Hodgkinson,  George,  24 
Holker,  John,  82 

Holland,  Katherine,  118,  141  ; Robert, 
117,  118 
Hollins,  75 
Holmes,  149 
Holt,  James,  160 

Houghton,  Alexander,  7,  8,  14  ; John, 
7,  14 

Huniades,  John,  99 
Hunt,  51 

Hustler,  John,  43,  57,  95 

Ingham,  John,  70 
Ireland,  Sir  Thomas,  26,  68 

Jackson,  Joshua,  150,  151 

James,  53 

Janynge,  31 

Johnes,  IVIr.  Justice,  68 

Johnson,  Anthony,  44,  57,  58,  94,  101 

Kaye  (Kay,  Key),  90  ; Arthur,  6,  44  ; 
John,  150,  151,  158  ; Robert,  24  ; 
Wmiain,  14,  18,  20,  24-6,  44,  59 
Kegworth,  135 

Kendall,  Christopher,  (i)  56,  64,  66-9, 
71,  74,  76,  81,  82,  85,  96,  102,  103, 
(ii)  151,  152 ; Jennett,  103 ; 

Richard,  2 ; Thomas,  50, 54,  56,  64, 
66-9,  71 

Kenyon,  John,  138 ; Margaret,  139, 
160  ; Richard,  97  ; Roger,  (i)  82, 
(ii)  84,  95-8,  104,  (hi)  119 
MSS.,  78,  79 
Kettlewell,  134 
Kildwick,  99 
Khllingbeck,  Thomas,  90 
Kirkheaton,  150 

Lambert,  Daniel,  129  ; John,  54,  59  ; 

Major-General,  99 
Lancaster,  Whlliam,  64 
Lathom  House,  60 

Lawson,  31,  32  ; Edward,  30-3,  35,  73  ; 

Henry,  31,  32,  73  ; John,  31,  64 
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5.  That  every  member  not  in  arrear  of  his  annual  subscription  be  entitled  to  a copy  of  each 
of  the  works  published  by  the  Society. 

6.  That  twenty  copies  of  each  work  shall  be  allowed  to  the  editor  of  the  same,  in  addition 
to  the  one  to  which  he  may  be  entitled  as  a member. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COUNCIL  FOR  THE 
NINETIETH  YEAR  (1932-33) 

(51st  of  the  New  Series) 

Read  at  the  Annual  General  Meeting  held,  by  permission  of  the  Feoffees,  in  the  Audit 
Room  of  the  Chetham  Hospital,  Manchester,  on  Wednesday  the  28th  of  June,  1933. 

The  Council  have  the  honour  to  present  the  following  Report  for  tlie  year  ended 
28th  February,  1933. 

No  volume  has  as  yet  been  issued  to  members  for  the  past  year.  'I'he  volume  of 
Lancashire  Deeds  which  is  in  preparation  has  been  held  up  owing  to  the  prolonged 
illness  of  the  Editor,  who  has  now  resumed  work  upon  it  and  expects  that  it  will  soon 
be  ready  for  publication.  It  will  comprise  evidences  relating  to  the  estates  in  Amoun- 
derness  of  the  Barton  family,  unknown  to  the  Editors  of  the  Victoria  County  History  ; 
and  documents,  hitherto  unrecorded,  concerning  the  family  of  Whitaker  of  High 
Whitaker  and  its  branches. 

For  the  current  year,  it  is  proposed  to  issue  the  first  part  of  a fourteenth-century 
Common-place  book  from  Whalley  Abbey — Liber  Loci  Benedicti  de  Whalley.  The 
Council  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  secure  the  services  of  Canon  W’allis,  now  N'icar 
of  Preston,  as  Editor  ; during  his  long  incumbency  of  Whalley  he  took  a keen  interest 
in  all  that  concerns  the  Abbey,  and  he  has  made  a close  study  of  this  book. 

Several  interesting  items  are  available  for  another  volume  of  Miscellanies, 
including  : — 

{a)  Salford  Port-Mote  Rolls,  edited  by  Profes.sor  Tait. 

(^)  Lnstructions  to  the  Steward  of  the  Honor  of  ('litheroe,  ibb8,  edited  by  W.  Sell 
Weeks,  F.S.A. 

(c)  An  early  Compotus  of  ('ockersand  Abbey,  edited  by  Dr.  Limn. 

(d)  A ('litheroe  Roll  of  Amercements  for  the  year  1497. 

Among  other  volumes  tliat  await  publication  may  be  mcntioneil  tlu*  following  : — 

(1)  Charters  of  Lytham  Priory. 

(2)  A History  of  (ireat  Harwood,  by  Major  Trappe.s-Lomax. 

(3)  Diary  and  Account  Book  of  Ambrose  Barcroft  of  Xoyna,  if)8o-95. 

(4)  A History  of  C litheroe  Grammar  School,  by  C.  W’.  Stokes,  M..\. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COUNCIL 


The  membership  of  the  Society  at  the  end  of  its  ninetieth  year  comprised  115 
subscribing  Libraries  and  71  ordinary  members.  Six  members  have  resigned  during 
the  year,  while  four  new'  members  have  joined  the  Society.  We  are  thus  left  with  a 
total  membership  of  186,  as  against  189  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year. 


STATEMENT  OF  ACCOUNTS  FOR  ITS  NINETIETH  YEAR  ENDED 

28th  FEBRUARY,  1933. 

INCOME.  EXPENDITURE. 


To  Balance  from  last  year.  . ;^I92  7 ii 

Subscriptions  received  : — 

Year  No.  88  1930-31  /i  o o 
..  89  1931-32  100 


„ 90  1932-33  165 

0 

0 

..  91 1933-34  15 

0 

0 

182 

0 

0 

,,  Dividends  and  Interest : — 

5 per  cent.  War  Stock  25 

0 

0 

L.M.  & S.  Rly.  Co.  3 

6 

0 

Bank  . . i 

I 

10 

— 

29 

7 

10 

,,  Bonus  on  Conversion  of  War 

Loan 

5 

0 

0 

,,  Books  Sold 

16 

10 

6 

6 3 

Number  of  Members  on  Register  : — 

Individuals  . . . . .71 

Libraries  . . . . .113 

,,  Free  . . . . 2 

Total  ....  186 

Subscriptions  in  arrears  : — 

Individuals  for  Year  No.  89  . . 2 

90  . . 3 

Libraries  ,,  ,,  ,,  90  . . i 

6 

Subscriptions  paid  in  advance  : — 

Individuals  for  year  No.  91  • • 4 

Libraries  ,,,,,,  91  . . n 

^5 


By  Printing  Notices,  Annual  Meet- 

ing  . . . . ;^o  5 6 

,,  Fire  Insurance  . . . 040 

,,  Postages  : — 

Per  Hon.  Secretary  £0  j o 
,,  Hon.  Treasurer  .1  50 

,,  Bank  . 048 

I 16  8 

,,  Balance  at  Bank,  28th  Feb- 
ruary, 1933  . . . 423  o o 


^^425  6 3 

T.  W.  SOWERBUTTS, 

Hon.  Treasurer. 

Assets. 

5 per  cent.  War  Stock 
(cost  ;^504  gs.  id., 
now  3i  per  cent.)  /500  o o 
£1^0  L.M.S.  Rly.  4 per 
cent.  Pref.  Stock 
at  cost  . . 120  o o 

Balance  at  Bank  . 423  o i 


,^1,043  o ^ 

Increase  from  last  year,  £2^0  12s.  2d. 
but  no  Volume  Issued. 
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Butcher,  Samuel  F.,  4 Bank  Street,  Bury. 
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Daresbury,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord,  Walton  Hall,  War- 
rington. 
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Hadfield,  B.,  Heorot,  Lower  Bredbury,  Stock- 
port. 

Harding,  George,  64  Great  Russell  Street, 
London,  W.C.  i. 
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